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Tour participants: Terry Reis (leader), Siti Salihahfarhain Said, Mike Gordon, Henry Sapinggi (local guides) 

   With seven Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Saturday 21st April 

Outbound to Kuala Lumpur 

Three members of the group travelled from London, departing from Heathrow Airport on a mid-day Malaysian 

Airlines flight to Kuala Lumpur (KL), a journey of about 12 hours. Terry travelled from Brisbane, Australia. The 

others had begun their trips earlier. 

Day 2 Sunday 22nd April 

Outbound to Kuala Lumpur and on to Sandakan and Sepilok 

Terry met four group members in KL airport and we travelled together on the flight to Sandakan in the 

Malaysian state of Sabah on the island of Borneo. Siti and Addie met us in the arrivals area of Sandakan airport 

and we travelled by minibus to our initial accommodation, Sepilok Nature Resort (SNR), a 30-minute drive. Siti 

was our local Alternative Adventure Borneo (AAB) guide for the first four nights and Addie was a trainee AAB guide 

who travelled with us for much of the tour, though she accompanied us on only a few excursions at Deramakot 

Forest Reserve. We checked into SNR and Terry found the other three group members, who’d arrived two days 

earlier on a pre-tour excursion. After a brief visit to our chalets to drop off bags and get organised, we walked 

towards the famous Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre (SORC), just a five-minute stroll beyond SNR. We 

saw our first mammal before leaving the grounds of the resort, Plantain Squirrel, a common species in disturbed 

areas.  

 

Just within SORC grounds Siti pointed out a Philippine Slow Loris, a Vulnerable1 species and the target of our 

walk. It is quite unusual to see the nocturnal loris during the day and this afforded us excellent telescope views 

and reasonable photographic opportunities (an offending twig in front of its face notwithstanding). Slow lorises 

are the only known venomous primates, secreting toxins from glands located on their arms. They can suck the 

venom and bites have caused anaphylactic shock and even death in humans. Terry’s scope proved popular with 

many other people walking by, not just the group. We then shifted about 30 metres to look up at a Grey-tailed 

Racer, a large, mostly yellow, diurnal snake sitting along a branch. Buoyed by this early success we left SORC to 

head towards the Rainforest Discovery Centre (RDC), about a 30-minute walk. We watched Asian Glossy 

Starling, Oriental Magpie-Robin and Orange-bellied and Scarlet-backed Flowerpeckers before some of the group 

turned into SNR to spend time in their rooms and the resort grounds.  

 

The rest of us continued on along the road. We encountered a noisy mixed species bird flock and three chucking 

Plantain Squirrels. Terry was convinced they were scolding a snake and eventually we spotted a small, slender 

snake in the tree canopy. It launched itself into the air and landed in a small tree next to us. It was a Paradise 

Tree Snake, one of a couple of snake species that glide, really more a controlled fall, by flattening their bodies, a 

so-called ‘flying’ snake. The bird flock consisted of Crimson and Brown-throated Sunbirds, Common Iora, Ashy 

Tailorbird, Malaysian Pied Fantail and Orange-bellied Flowerpecker. We only walked a short distance further on, 

not even reaching the road junction to go towards RDC, before turning back to SNR. Other bird species seen 

                                                 
1 Reference to Vulnerable, Endangered etc. refers to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (IUCN 2018). 
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included Plume-toed Swiftlet (formerly included under Glossy Swiftlet), Little and Pink-necked Green Pigeons, 

Collared Kingfisher, Olive-backed Sunbird and Yellow-vented Bulbul. Addie spotted a target species of this 

stroll, Ear-spot Squirrel, but most of us only had poor views before it disappeared. We also saw a Prevost’s 

Squirrel at close range. 

 

We returned to SNR and adjourned to our rooms. Just before 6pm Terry went outside and heard the snapping 

of branches. He searched for, and found, a Bornean Orangutan making its nest. He went in search of the others 

and first found David, who reported rthat the early returners had seen three orangutans in the resort grounds as 

the others walked along the road. Terry then found the rest of the group and returned to join David, discovering 

that there were two orangutans in different nests. During dinner Terry explained our plans for tomorrow 

morning and provided some general information on logistics, health, safety and comfort for the trip in its 

entirety. We then retired for what would be a rare night off. 

Day 3 Monday 23rd April 

Sepilok and on to Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort via Sandakan 

It was light enough to see by 5.45am and gibbons began calling shortly afterwards. Those first down to the 

dining area watched Silver-rumped Spinetails drinking from the pond. Terry had earlier seen a small flock of 

Bushy-crested Hornbills in a fig tree. Jackie looked out from her room to discover a young orangutan lying on 

the boardwalk in front. The mother soon joined it and Jackie and Rosemary watched them walk along the 

boardwalk and then disappear off into the vegetation. These were presumably the two animals seen making their 

beds the night before. Terry pointed out Blue-throated Bee-eater and Common Hill Myna. 

 

SORC and the Sun Bear Conservation Centre (SBCC) didn’t open until 9am, so we all enjoyed a leisurely 

breakfast before strolling down the road. Prior to leaving, Dick and Gill found a Sunda Short-nosed Fruit Bat 

roosting on the veranda of their chalet. Terry had prompted everyone to look for these diminutive mega-bats, 

which often roost in good numbers on the buildings, their presence typically given away by the messy remnants 

of their fig meals on the floor below. Several of us saw the animal before it flew off to a less populous roost site. 

A Bornean Pygmy Squirrel was also present around the chalet, though this joint-holder of the title of world’s 

smallest squirrel species at 17 g (0.6 ounces) was seen by only by Gill and Siti. 

 

The Grey-tailed Racer was on the same branch at SORC but the loris had moved on. Some of the group had 

already visited SBCC and so they went directly to the orangutan feeding platform. The rest of us went to SBCC 

and watched six bears being quite active, mostly on the ground, though one scaled a tree and fell asleep in a most 

uncomfortable looking position. The Vulnerable Sun Bear, the world’s smallest bear species, is threatened by loss 

of habitat, illegal hunting and capture of cubs for the pet trade. The centre rehabilitates orphaned and previously 

captive animals. After about 40 minutes we moved across to the orangutan area, with an Emerald Dove hurtling 

past us as we left the centre. After washing our hands with disinfectant to reduce the likelihood that we may pass 

on a virus or pathogen to any orangutan we walked down the boardwalk to the viewing platform. Although 

comparatively easy to see in Sabah, the Bornean Orangutan is considered Critically Endangered. Terry carried in 

his scope but had left his camera behind at SNR after learning that there is a 1,000 MYR camera fee for a 600 

mm lens, based on an assumption that such equipment made the photographer a professional. 
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We joined the others at the platform, having seen two Grey-rumped Treeswift perched high as we walked along 

the boardwalk. The observation platform, which is quite extensive, was crowded, with numbers swelled by a 

large group of Anglo-Saxon university students, many of whom appeared distinctly disinterested in proceedings. 

Orangutan activity at the adjacent feeding platform is always quite variable and only two were present. As soon 

as the staff member departed the platform, leaving fruit, a large male Pig-tailed Macaque climbed onto the 

platform to feed. It did keep its distance from the one orangutan present at the time. Even the muscular and 

impressively toothed male macaques respect the immensely strong orangutans. 

 

Terry’s scope was useful for a Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle that landed in one of the surrounding trees. We did have a 

tight schedule so at 10.30 we left the platform, stopping only for a Black-banded Skink on the way out. We made 

our way back to SNR to check out for departure. A brief torrential downpour reminded us we were in the 

tropics as our gear was loaded into two taxis and we climbed into a minibus for the 45-minute drive to the jetty 

in Sandakan. There we boarded the Bat Hawk, a large covered motorboat, and set out along the coastline until we 

reached, and entered, the mouth of the Sungai Kinabatangan, Sabah’s longest river, 560 kilometres in length, 

partly protected by the 26,000-hectare Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary. The speed and noise of the boat made 

wildlife watching difficult but some of us did see Greater Crested and Common Terns on the ocean and a pair of 

Brahminy Kites harassing a Changeable Hawk-Eagle once we entered the river. We all watched our first troop of  

the endemic and Endangered Proboscis Monkey and another orangutan, which mostly ignored us as it fed in a 

tree overhanging the water. 

 

We arrived at Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort (KWR) for late lunch, unpacked and rested, and met at 4pm for a 

river cruise in a much smaller, open boat. Two of the group saw a Bearded Pig as they walked to their chalet, the 

species proving to be common and tame around the lodge, somewhat belying their Vulnerable status. We cruised 

along the river, heading upstream along the Kinabatangan. We encountered a small troop of Pig-tailed Macaque 

and watched a male being groomed by a female. A single Long-tailed Macaque was in an adjacent tree, though 

more were seen subsequently. Birds seen along the river included an Oriental darter, which plunged into the 

water on our approach, a flock of attractive Fiery Minivet, Green Imperial Pigeons and quite a few green pigeons 

Treron sp. which flew quickly across, evading identification to species. A White-bellied Woodpecker flew high 

across the river. As dusk approached we encountered a troop of Silvered Langur with one obliging animal, 

though with a few annoying leaves in the way. Another troop was high in a solitary tree on the other bank, with 

an orange phase adult and an orange babe in arms. We watched the sunset and then returned to the lodge. Along 

the way we saw a number of large bats flying with along the river. Size and flight pattern indicated they were 

rousette bats, but we couldn’t identify which of two species. We arrived back at the lodge at 7pm and dined at 

7.30. 

 

We left for a night cruise at 8.30, returning at 10.30. Before departure, Siti showed us a small individual of the 

very large and rapacious Barking Gecko, also known as Green-eyed Gecko. This species is much more heard 

than seen. The first animal seen on the cruise was a sleeping Blue-eared Kingfisher just near the jetty. It allowed 

very close approach. A rat was seen but not identified and out in the river we saw a very small Saltwater 

Crocodile, Terry picking up its distinctive red eyes. We were to see three more, all quite small. Other sightings 

were confined to two Buffy Fish Owl and a pair of sleeping Collared Kingfishers. A calling Large-tailed Nightjar 

awaited us back at the jetty. 
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Day 4 Tuesday 24th April 

Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort, Sungai Kinabatangan 

We gathered at 6am at the dining room for coffee, tea and/or toast and left at 6.30 for a cruise. Terry arrived 

first, seeing an Endangered Storm’s Stork fly over on the way, and was greeted by eight Plantain Squirrels at the 

entrance to the dining room. A Bearded Pig was under the boardwalk. After our brief repast we headed upstream 

along the Kinabatangan. At the mouth of the creek on which KWR is situated we found a Proboscis Monkey, 

the species also being present yesterday afternoon. A Striated Heron hunted along the water’s edge and a few 

Long-tailed Macaques sat grooming each other in the riparian palms.  

 

Further along, a Grey-headed Fish Eagle perched high in a tree, with a likely immature bird in the background. A 

Large Hawk-Cuckoo flew across the river but was seen by only a few of us and probably well only by Terry. A 

Crested Goshawk was more cooperative, perched in a sparsely foliaged tree and seemingly unconcerned by our 

presence. We watched a Black-and-red Broadbill fly from its nest above the water, the nest an untidy ball that 

resembled flood debris, presumably as camouflage. We had much better views of this beautiful species 

subsequently. Also seen were a Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle, White-breasted Waterhen, Pink-necked Green Pigeon and 

a Water Monitor that sat at the top of a dead tree. Eventually we entered a channel that took us to a large ox-

bow lake where we stopped for tea/coffee and a cupcake. A small flock of Brown Barbet were seen in the 

channel. During the return trip to the resort we saw 20 Lesser Adjutant Storks, a Vulnerable species, soaring 

above the river. 

 

At lunch a male Sambar wandered to the dining area and was seen by a few of us. Also present around the dining 

room were a White-crowned Shama, several Dusky Munia and two Water Monitors. A Blue-eared Barbet was 

seen perched by Terry, but only seen in flight by a few others. After lunch Terry, with resort staff, took a tour 

guest to Sandakan due to an undiagnosed medical condition. This required a visit to the Sandakan Hospital, a 

public hospital. Everyone else was left in Siti’s capable hands. At 3.30 we left in pursuit of elephants, travelling 

quickly as there was considerable distance to cover. We found a small herd of Asian (Bornean Pygmy) Elephant, 

with several boats already in attendance. We watched the animals for 30 minutes or so, which included a very 

young animal. Other species seen included a small troop of Red Langur (Maroon Langur, Red Leaf Monkey), 

which were preparing to sleep in a sparsely foliaged tree along the river. This species is not often seen along the 

Kinabatangan. Also seen were Proboscis Monkey, Silvered Langur and Long-tailed and Pig-tailed Macaques. A 

handsome Blyth’s Hawk-Eagle was seen perched and other bird species seen included Oriental Pied Hornbill, 

Grey-headed Fish Eagle and White-bellied Sea Eagle.  

 

We came back from the cruise at 6.45pm, for dinner at 7.45. Afterwards we went for a night walk along the 

boardwalk at the back of the chalets, from 8.30 to 9.45pm. The highlight was a Bornean Colugo in front of 

chalet 6, several Collet's tree frog and a Rough-sided frog. The colugo was clinging to the trunk of a tree and 

clambered about somewhat in a very ungainly fashion due to t he patagium (gliding membrane) enclosing the tail, 

unlike flying squirrels where the tail is free. The Bornean Colugo is an exceptionally strange animal, with only 

one close relative, the Philippine Colugo, the two species making up their own order, Dermoptera, the least 

species-rich of all mammalian orders. However, recent genetic work (Mason et al. 2016) suggests that there may 

be as many as eight species, so the Sabah animals may undergo a name change. Colugos were previously known 

as ‘flying lemurs’ though this was based on appearance rather than any close taxonomic relationship with actual 
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lemurs. The colugo is one of Borneo’s many so-called ‘flying’ animals, which invariably glide rather than fly, and 

has the most elaborate patagium of any living vertebrate.  

Day 5 Wednesday 25th April 

Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort, Sungai Kinabatangan 

This morning before breakfast we walked at the resort boardwalk. Birds weren’t especially obvious though we 

did see Purple-naped Sunbird (now considered a spiderhunter by some authorities) and Olive-winged Bulbul. 

Jackie and Siti saw a stunning Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher in typically rapid flight but it eluded the others. After 

lunch we saw a family of Small-clawed Otter from the boardwalk to the resort jetty. We then went on a river 

cruise. Species seen included the striking Yellow-ringed Cat Snake (Mangrove Snake), Silvered Langur, Long-

tailed and Pig-tailed Macaques and two orangutans. We also had good views of the iconic Rhinoceros Hornbill as 

well as Oriental Pied Hornbill, Grey-headed Fish Eagle, Pink-necked Green Pigeon and Fiery Minivet. Upon our 

return to the resort, Siti showed us a roosting colugo in front of a chalet. After dinner we went on a night cruise 

along the Kinabatangan. It wasn’t particularly rewarding, we flushed Striated and Purple Herons and saw a larger 

crocodile, about two metres in length. 

Day 6 Thursday 26th April 

Kinabatangan Wetlands Lodge, Gomantong Caves and on to Deramakot 

This morning we packed our bags for departure for Deramakot Forest Reserve. At 7.45, Terry and the erstwhile 

patient finally returned from Sandakan, a medical clearance to continue the tour safely in hand. They joined the 

rest of us for breakfast before dealing with their possessions and preparing for departure. Just beforehand, the 

resort manager opened a storage shed at the jetty so Terry could see the roosting Lesser Woolly Horseshoe Bats 

that others had seen yesterday. At 9am we travelled upstream on the Kinabatangan on the Bat Hawk and 

disembarked at a jetty at Sukau. En route we saw Storm’s and Lesser Adjutant Storks in flight and Oriental Pied 

and Black Hornbills, though only Terry saw the latter. We then transferred to a minibus, with our luggage placed 

in taxis to travel independently. 

 

Eric drove most of us to the famous Gomantong Cave, its fame being thanks, in part, to David Attenborough 

filmed sitting on an enormous pile of bat guano and also being suspended high in a stream of exiting bats. 

Gomantong Cave provides roosting and breeding habitat for 2,000,000 Wrinkle-lipped Bats, with another eight 

bat species present, which issue forth each evening in tight flocks that sometimes coalesce into a stream. The 

cave is equally well known for the harvesting of swiftlet nests for the production of soup, both Edible-nest and 

Black-nest Swiftlet. A Borneo Post article in 2016 said that 22 kilogrammes of swiftlet nests was worth 

165,000MYR (more than £30,000).  

 

We obtained our entry and camera permits and walked along the boardwalk to the cave entrance. Along the way 

we saw a couple of Red Langur and a pair of Scarlet-rumped Trogon. An orangutan was in the vegetation close 

by the cave entrance, though largely obscured. Three of us who had been to the cave previously stayed outside 

with Siti. Terry led the others along a boardwalk in the cave, surrounded by enormous piles of bat guano, 

cockroaches and long-legged centipedes (Scutigeromorphs), with swiftlets flying around the cave entrance and 

thousands of bats clinging to the walls or wheeling high above us. Black-nest Swiftlets sat on nests well into the 



Borneo’s Deramakot Forest Reserve  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     May 18 
 

cave, which was well lit by natural light given the time of day. We marvelled somewhat at the working conditions 

of the swiftlet nest harvesters, especially of the dwellings inside the cave. When we emerged from the cave we 

found the others watching a mother and young orangutan. The mother was sitting on the corrugated iron roof of 

a derelict building eating a large fruit. The youngster was sitting on her shoulder. This was the orangutan we had 

seen by the cave, it had descended when we were in the cave. After a while she climbed down, youngster clinging 

on, from the roof and sat on the veranda railing before moving onto the ground. We walked back to the mini-

bus, having excellent views of a very obliging Black-capped Babbler on the way. 

 

We drove to Kinabatangan, the next town, where we had lunch at 1pm. We moved on, meeting four fouir-

wheel-drive vehicles on the road to Telupid, at the junction of a road to Deramakot, at 3pm. We changed 

vehicles and said goodbye to Siti. We drove to Deramakot Forest Reserve, initially through oil palm plantation 

and then through the forestry reserve, which includes areas of regrowth where the forest had been cleared plus 

areas of selective logging, the current practice. The reserve is 55,507 hectares of dipterocarp forest and is 

managed in accordance with good forestry practices. It is certified by the Forest Stewardship Council and is the 

longest certified tropical rainforest. The drive was uneventful, though some of the group saw a white phase male 

Blyth’s Paradise Flycatcher, a truly stunning bird with long tail streamers. Once arrived, at 5.30pm, we settled 

into our rooms and occupied ourselves until dinner at 7.30. Mike, our new guide, gave us some information 

about how things would work during our stay. At 8.45 we left for a night drive, with us all in the tray of a 4wd 

utility, sitting on bench seats. Lang was our long-suffering driver. 

 

We started with a Buffy Fish Owl near the buildings. Once on the road proper we saw a loris high in a tree. We 

saw our first of many Thomas’s Flying Squirrel, a Borneo endemic that is uncommon elsewhere in Sabah but 

common at Deramakot. A Black Flying Squirrel gave clear views and we also saw Red Giant Flying Squirrel, 

usually much more common than Thomas’s but their relative abundance is reversed at Deramakot. It gave good 

views of the diagnostic black tail tip and more variable colour, compared to Thomas’s more uniform hue. We 

saw three species of civet, Bornean Striped Palm Civet (until recently Small-toothed Palm Civet), Island Palm 

Civet (formerly Common Palm Civet) and the handsome Malay Civet. The Island Palm Civet disappeared 

quickly off the road but the other two species gave good views. A sighting which got Mike quite excited was an 

apparently black colugo, a colour form of which neither Mike nor Terry were aware. Unfortunately it didn’t 

present a photographic opportunity to document this strange creature, initially hiding behind the trunk before 

gliding away. Quite satisfied with our sightings, we returned to the accommodation at 11.15pm and retired for 

the night. 

Day 7 Friday 27th April 

Deramakot Forest Reserve 

We met at 6am for coffee/tea and toast. Then we walked slowly along the road from the accommodation. A 

Crested Serpent Eagle sat on a pole. This individual frequents the buildings and is quite approachable. We saw 

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, with the pendants (rackets) missing from the shafts, which is not unusual, and a 

Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo, which possibly mimics the more aggressive drongos, though this idea is 

contentious. A couple of Black Magpies flew across the road into the canopy of an adjacent tree. Dusky Munias 

flew up from the roadside grasses and Silver-rumped Spinetails and unidentified swiftlets flew about us. Gibbons 

called in the distance. As we walked back for our 8am breakfast, some of the group saw a Greater Mousedeer 

run across the road. Mousedeer are also known as chevrotains, which means ‘little goat’ in French. The species is 
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not a goat, mouse or deer, and is obviously poorly named. It is one of the world’s smallest ungulates. Male 

mousedeer have tusk-like teeth that protrude downwards from the mouth when it’s closed and are used in 

fighting (see photo of Lesser Mousedeer below but look carefully).  

 

We had no planned activity until lunch at 1.30pm. We were due to go on a drive at 3.30 but this was washed out 

by a storm and subsequent steady rain. At 5pm, in light drizzle, we walked along the road, seeing a few Red 

Langurs, a somewhat damp-looking Black-bellied Malkoha, Bronzed Drongo and Rufous-crowned Babbler. 

Terry saw a Buff-necked Woodpecker fly into a tangle of vines on a tree but it gave only brief views to the 

others. We had dinner at 6.45 and left for a night drive at 7.45, the rain all but gone. We returned at 1.30am, a 

substantial effort. Again we saw Buffy Fish Owl, Red Giant and Thomas’s Flying Squirrels, Bornean Striped 

Palm and Malay Civets and colugo. We also added Sambar, Dark-eared Tree Frog, Giant River Frog and a 

Bearded Pig which, much to Mike and Terry’s astonishment, just kept foraging as we watched. Usually this 

species is very shy if not an individual habituated around buildings. Two diurnal species were found asleep, 

Striped Bronzeback (a snake) and White-crowned Forktail. But the absolute highlight of the night was an Otter 

Civet, a little known and Endangered species. We watched it work its way along the water-filled drainage ditch. 

Day 8 Saturday 28th April 

Deramakot Forest Reserve 

After our early morning finish most of us slept in, with breakfast at 10am. Gill and Terry went for a pre-

breakfast walk along the road and the management trail which goes into the forest. As they waited to see if 

anyone else wanted to join them, they watched a stunning male Asian Fairy-bluebird, a female Greater Green 

Leafbird, a pair of Lesser Cuckooshrike, White-crowned Shama and a small flock of Bold-striped Tit-Babblers 

from the dining room veranda. The forest was less productive, with only Rufous-crowned and Moustached 

Babblers seen. As they walked back towards the buildings a male Black Hornbill flew across the road. Gill saw a 

large male trogon fly into the forest and they walked a very short distance into the forest on another trail in 

pursuit. They emerged trogon-less but with quite a few Tiger Leeches. Terry also found that he had a blood-filled 

leech on his foot (he was wearing sandals). This was a small brown terrestrial species, the Common Ground 

Leech Haemadipsa zeylanica (Haemadipsa appropriately means blood-drinker). The Tiger Leech was no anesthetic in 

its saliva and you feel them bite you. Gill subsequently discovered she’d been bitten as well. Gill saw a Giant 

Squirrel near the accommodation.  

 

In keeping with our late breakfast, we lunched at 2pm with an intended departure for a drive at 3pm. But, as per 

yesterday, a storm swept in and our plans were altered. It continued to rain until 5pm. Some of us walked along 

the road when the rain ceased, seeing White-crowned Forktail, White-bellied Woodpecker and a female endemic 

Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker. We had dinner at 6pm, a mere four hours after lunch due to the rescheduling. 

Our night drive was from 7pm to 12.15am, along the road back towards Telupid. One of the first animals seen 

was a Ranee Mouse that ran across the road and into the vegetation. We saw a seemingly endless number of 

mousedeer, both Greater and Lesser, with more of the latter. Some of these were very obliging. Less so was a 

Leopard Cat, which was seen very poorly by some of us. We found an area of large roadside puddles which, with 

the surrounding vegetation, held a number of the iconic Wallace’s Flying Frog, Dark-eared Frog and Harlequin 

Tree Frog. The latter is also a ‘flying’ frog, gliding through use of the extensive webbing between their fingers 

and toes. Terry caught a Wallace’s Flying Frog and showed us the webbing between the toes. When we stopped 

for coffee/tea we were able to watch a Thomas’s Flying Squirrel in a nearby tree that was largely bare of foliage. 
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A second animal glided into the adjacent tree and eventually we all watched the first animal glide across the road 

lit by the spotlight. The usual oohs and aahs resulted, even from Terry and Mike. 

Day 9 Sunday 29th April 

Deramakot Forest Reserve 

We met for coffee etc. at 5.30 and left at 6am for a drive. Our first notable bird was Banded Broadbill, which sat 

conveniently in a comparatively sparsely foliaged tree. This is typically a difficult bird to come to grips with and 

was a pleasant surprise. Next was a beautiful Chestnut-naped Forktail, which worked its way along the roadside. 

This species forages along streams but, as with its congenerics, also feeds along water-filled drainage ditches on 

roads if there is adjacent forest. A charming Whiskered Treeswift perched by the roadside, making sallies in 

pursuit of insects before returning to the same perch. A few of us had brief but close views of the diminutive 

Rufous Piculet, which gleans prey rather than behaving like a typical woodpecker. A young orangutan, probably 

only recently independent of its mother, gave us reasonable views, though it clearly didn’t want the attention. 

Other bird species seen included a sunning Rhinoceros Hornbill, a perched Crested Honey Buzzard and 

Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle. This report follows the nomenclature of the International Ornithological Congress 

(IOC). Other authorities recognise two species of honey buzzard in the region, and this bird lacked a long crest 

and would be regarded as Oriental Honey Buzzard, a migratory species to Borneo. A single Pig-tailed Macaque 

was near the two raptors.  

 

Mike left the vehicle and set off on foot in pursuit of calling North Bornean Gibbons. We followed and found 

him indicating their presence in the distance. Jackie managed a brief view of this Endangered species as one 

dropped through a window in the vegetation. No one else was so fortunate. Terry crossed an expanse of mud to 

walk down a side track in search of a better vantage point. He quickly returned saying there was a large animal 

making a lot of noise, possibly a large male orangutan or, more likely, an elephant. Mike suggested Banteng and 

Sun Bear as other options. Two of the group accompanied Mike and Terry along the track, braving both the 

mud and whatever was causing the disturbance. They were rewarded with close views of a small Sun Bear ripping 

into a dead tree. It dropped out of sight before Terry could return with the others. On the return journey we saw 

a pair of Wreathed Hornbill fly by and Storm’s Stork soaring above the road. Mike showed us a tree that had 

been ripped apart by a Sun Bear, demonstrating their remarkable strength. We returned for breakfast at 9.30am. 

 

We lunched at 1pm and not long afterwards it started to rain. At first just lightly, though with much attendant 

thunder and lightning, but at 4pm it became heavy, causing the cancelling of our planned walk. At 7pm, after 

dinner, some of the group went with Mike and Terry on a night drive despite the rain, which was well beyond a 

drizzle. We returned at 9.30, it having rained throughout. The rain eased as Terry walked back to his room. We 

saw Sambar, Thomas’s and Red Giant Flying Squirrels, Bornean Striped Palm Civet and two Malay Civet, one of 

which gave very close views. We found a small brown snake on the road that Terry tentatively identified as 

Brown Wolf Snake. Subsequent perusal of A Field Guide to the Snakes of Borneo and discussion with Sammy, a 

herpetologist working at Deramakot, failed to clarify its identification, though Brown Wolf Snake remained the 

most likely prognosis. Terry spotted a flying lizard Draco sp. asleep on the vertical trunk of a large tree, an 

unusual sleeping location. Based on colour, pattern and apparent size it was most likely D. maximus, but this also 

remained unresolved. 
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Day 10 Monday 30th April 

Deramakot Forest Reserve 

We met for coffee etc. at 5.30 and left at 6am for a drive to the ‘white house’, an empty building down a side 

track off the road to Telupid. We saw two Chestnut-naped Forktails and a male Crested Fireback (a pheasant) on 

the main road. The fireback gave only fleeting views as it fled into the forest. Along the white house road all of 

us except Mike were somewhat surprised to see a Malayan Box Turtle crossing the track. Terry caught the animal 

for closer inspection. Turtles of Borneo and Peninsula Malaysia states this is the most common turtle in Borneo and 

can be encountered on both land and in the water. This was borne out when Terry spotted another crossing the 

track only tens of metres away. We stopped when a Great Slaty Woodpecker flew away from us, followed by two 

more giving its distinctive call. At 50 centimetres in length, it is the world’s largest extant woodpecker, with both 

Imperial and Ivory-billed Woodpeckers of the Americas thought to be extinct. A large Koompassia excelsa tree 

nearby had many Long-tailed Parakeets and two Oriental Dollarbirds. The parakeets appeared to be examining 

possible nesting holes. Other species seen included Green Imperial Pigeon, Grey-rumped Treeswift and the 

ubiquitous Crested Serpent Eagle.  

 

Most of us alighted from the vehicle a short distance from the building and walked along the road seeing a 

typically co-operative Whiskered Treeswift and a male Blyth’s Paradise Flycatcher. As we had tea, coffee and/or 

cake at the building we watched Buff-vented and Asian Red-eyed Bulbuls. A Blue-crowned Hanging-Parrot flew 

overhead. On the return journey we briefly saw two Long-tailed Macaques, an uncommon species at Deramakot, 

and, bewilderingly, a live fish in the middle of the track. We had just walked this section of the track and so the 

fish was obviously a recent arrival. The most likely explanation, that a bird had dropped the fish, was not 

supported by any physical evidence, the fish appearing unmarked. Mystery unsolved, we returned to our 

accommodation for a 10am breakfast. 

 

We lunched at 2.30 and left at 3.30 to drive the 30 kilometres to the Kinabatangan River. We saw two Bushy-

crested Hornbill fly across the road near our accommodation. Much further on we stopped to watch a 

Rhinoceros Hornbill that had landed in a roadside tree. Whilst stopped we also saw a pair of Ruby-cheeked 

Sunbird and a Prevost’s Squirrel. Bird activity was generally poor during the drive, though a fruiting tree not far 

from the river provided Spectacled Spiderhunter, Brown-throated Sunbird, Black-and-yellow Broadbill and the 

usual flight views of Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot. A Storm’s Stork soared low over the road as we began our 

descent to the river. We stopped at the forestry buildings by the river and enjoyed tea/coffee and cake in a 

lookout. Species seen on the river included Oriental Pied Hornbill, Green Imperial Pigeon and Brahminy Kite. 

As it grew dark Dick found three frogs in the toilet. Terry caught a Hose’s Bush Frog and showed Dick and Gill 

but managed to lose it before showing the others, who by this stage were in the vehicle. He then caught a Four-

lined Frog, a common human commensal, and did show this to everyone. We then spotlighted our way back to 

our accommodation, arriving back at 10.30pm for a very late dinner and then, bed. 

 

We saw the usual suspects of Buffy Fish Owl, Thomas’s and Red Giant Flying Squirrels, Sambar and palm civets. 

Our first mammal was a loris, initially hanging upside down and then licking the sap/exudate of a wound in the 

tree trunk. We saw Bornean Striped and Island Palm Civets together, which caused some identification 

confusion and the two had a brief but noisy fight that resulted in the Island Palm Civet dropping several metres 

into dense foliage. Presumably the dispute was over food. Further on a Bornean Striped Palm Civet ran across 

the road, an unusual action for the species, and its erect tail caused an initial identification as Yellow-throated 
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Marten, which was soon rectified. We saw our second Otter Civet, walking up a wide area of dirt and giving 

excellent views. We had stopped for Terry to point out two File-eared Frogs and presumably the Otter Civet had 

listened in, given its close proximity. It’s not sure if this frog-eater agreed with Terry’s opinion that File-eared 

Frogs have a foul odour. It was sufficiently unperturbed by our presence that it came back to the road and 

foraged along the drainage ditch. Further on, in another disturbed area, a small cat ran into the undergrowth. It 

appeared quite short-tailed and the possibility of Flat-headed Cat was discussed. It proved to be a Leopard Cat 

and yet again gave very poor views to some of us. We also saw three colugo, from one of which poked the head 

of a youngster. 

Day 11 Tuesday 1st May 

Deramakot Forest Reserve 

We had the usual start to the day, leaving at 6am and a drive towards the river. We returned at 9.30 for breakfast. 

Jackie decided to have a rest and so Addie accompanied us for the first time at Deramakot. She proved her 

worth very quickly by spotting a large orangutan high in a tree. It disappeared fairly quickly from sight but not 

before we could see that it grasped long strips of bark, a sign that food resources were scarce. We then stopped 

so Addie could explain the spikes in the trunk of a large Koompassia. This is a very tall tree species (up in 80 

metres tall in Sabah) favoured by Giant Honey Bees, apparently because Sun Bear find the smooth-trunked tree 

species difficult to climb. The spikes are hammered in by local people, the Dusun, who climb up to harvest 

honey at night. Addie’s father carries out this brave practice.  

 

We drove to a road that ended with a quarry, a source of rock for the road. En route we saw Square-tailed 

Drongo-Cuckoo, Yellow-bellied Bulbul, Rhinoceros Hornbill, White-crowned Shama, Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle, 

male Blyth’s Paradise Flycatcher, female Lesser Cuckooshrike and a White-bellied Woodpecker that hammered 

away at rotting wood atop a dead tree. We drank tea/coffee and ate cake at the quarry and stretched our legs, 

with Buff-vented Bulbul feeding in a tree and hanging-parrots flying about. On the way back we stopped to look 

at a small flock of Bushy-crested Hornbills, which didn’t linger, and Mike spotted a White-fronted Falconet 

perched high in an adjacent tree. Mike and Terry had been searching for this species throughout our time at 

Deramakot. It is arguably the world’s smallest raptor, 14-16 centimetres in length compared to 14 centimetres for 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow. Two more Rhinoceros Hornbills provided good photographic opportunities. 

 

We lunched at 2pm and, except for two of the group, went for a walk at 4pm. Addie accompanied us as part of 

her training. We walked the road with a deviation onto the management trail. A White-crowned Forktail flew 

across the road before we entered the forest. Birds were mostly absent in the forest, at least to the eye, and Terry 

explained some rainforest ecology and dynamics at various points. We tried briefly to call in a calling Black-

crowned Pitta, but the bird showed no interest. Terry caught a sub-adult or female angle-headed dragon, 

probably Gonocephalus grandis. Back on the road we looked at a couple of bulbul species before returned to the 

buildings.  

 

After dinner, we left for a night drive at 7.40pm, heading once more towards the river and returning at 1.30am. 

The drive got off to a good start when Mike spotted a Binturong high in a fruiting tree. This black, shaggy civet 

is difficult to distinguish at night, especially as it is typically high in tall trees and often obscured by leaves. It is 

the largest of the civets and the only species with a prehensile tail. Most of us had at least adequate views, though 

all of the animal could never be seen at the one time. Yet again we saw Thomas’s and Red Giant Flying Squirrels, 
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Sambar, Bornean Striped Palm Civet and Buffy Fish Owl. The latter provided a very close photographic 

opportunity, as did a Red Giant Flying Squirrel, which moved about for quite a while in a small tree next to the 

road, before gliding away. The return leg was quite exciting. Mike spotted a Sunda Skunk (formerly Stink Badger) 

along the same side track that we’d found the Sun Bear. The animal ambled about for a while then wandered off, 

probably oblivious to our presence. Further on, Mike groaned with frustration when what he thought might be a 

Clouded Leopard walking towards us turned side on and revealed itself as a Malay Civet. As if in compensation 

the animal then provided the best views of the species that Terry had had in 13 trips to Borneo. Shortly 

afterwards, some of us had brief views of a Banded Civet before it disappeared into the roadside grass. This 

species is infrequently seen along the road, staying more to the forest interior. We had added three quality 

mammal species to our trip list. 

Day 12 Wednesday 2nd May 

Deramakot Forest Reserve 

We slept in after last night’s effort, breakfasting at 9am. Most of us wandered about somewhat after breakfast. 

Lance, Jackie and Rosemary walked down to the large pond and entertained themselves with dragonflies. Lyn, 

Dick, Gill, Terry and, initially, David walked a short distance along the road towards Telupid. Before anyone left 

the dining room area, several of us watched a male Dark-throated Oriole bashing an insect on a branch. Terry et 

al. watched a close White-crowned Shama and then a dark phase Crested Honey Buzzard that flew over. The 

only bird of note along the road was a Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler that somewhat surprisingly flew across the 

road. Terry identified the bird, which Dick saw fleetingly. When Terry returned to the dining room he pointed 

out a male Lesser Green Leafbird in the adjacent tree for Jackie. 

 

We lunched at 1pm and left at 4pm to drive to the forestry reserve entrance and beyond into the oil palm 

plantation, with Leopard Cat the target species for the latter. After a few kilometres we stopped to look at a pair 

of Diard’s Trogon. Before we moved on it started to rain, causing much frantic packing of precious 

photographic equipment into rainproof bags. It rained for the remainder of the drive to the gate, approximately 

39 kilometres. The rain, for a while, was quite heavy and our waterproof clothing proved largely inadequate. A 

brighter sky ahead always promised a cessation but it didn’t actually stop until after we had eaten the dinner that 

Addie put together, cooked earlier by Giddy and Paping in the kitchen. It was quite a relief to achieve the relief 

of a small shelter shed at the gate. Lance and Rosemary decided to accept the offer of a lift back to our 

accommodation in a passing vehicle. The rest of us ventured into the nearby plantation and found success very 

quickly with a Leopard Cat sitting among the oil palm. After two more and a Bornean Striped Palm Civet we 

returned to the forestry reserve. During the drive back we saw two Island Palm Civet, Thomas’s Flying Squirrel, 

another Leopard Cat and, after some time, Buffy Fish Owl. We then had a long break between sightings before 

resuming service with a loris and then very good views of a Banded Civet as it worked its way along in the forest 

parallel to the road. We arrived back at 10.50pm though not before one last set of eyes was variously identified as 

a civet, Leopard Cat and mousedeer by Addie, Mike and Terry, respectively.  
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Day 13 Thursday 3rd May 

Deramakot Forest Reserve and on to Mount Kinabalu 

We breakfasted at 6.30am, said our goodbyes and left at 7.30 to drive to Kinabalu Park. We lunched about six 

kilometres from the park entrance, meeting Henry, our new AAB guide and a Mount Kinabalu local. Gunung 

(Mount) Kinabalu was shrouded in cloud when we arrived at the park. We moved into our new accommodation 

at 1.45 and left for a drive up to Timpohon Gate (1866 metres/6122 feet above sea level). Timpohon Gate is the 

point from which most walkers start the main trail up Gunung Kinabalu, which, at 4101 metres, is the highest 

peak between the Himalayas and New Guinea. The mountain is believed by some to be the resting place of the 

dead. We left the minibus and moved to the platform above the gate and were greeted by two Bornean 

endemics, Bornean Black-banded and Bornean Mountain Squirrel. The former approached us looking to be fed. 

The mist was quite heavy so we didn’t dawdle after enjoying the company of the squirrels. As we walked back 

down the road, battling the mist and poor light, we saw a number of Little Cuckoo-Dove feeding in a tree. A pair 

of Sunda Bush Warblers played hide and seek with us in the roadside vegetation but did pop into view 

occasionally. A Snowy-browed Flycatcher disappeared quickly into the forest but a pair of Indigo Flycatchers 

lived up to Terry’s promise that they would be cooperative, providing excellent scope views. A Jentink’s Squirrel 

was remarkably inactive, sitting quietly on a branch eating. We also had good scope views of this species. Other 

species seen included Mountain Leaf-Warbler, White-throated Fantail and Black-capped White-eye. The light 

continued to deteriorate and it began to rain. As it grew heavier we took shelter and hailed a minibus for an early 

end to proceedings. We dined at 7pm. 

Day 14 Friday 4th May 

Mount Kinabalu, Kota Kinabalu, Kuala Lumpur and on to London 

With the exception of Lance who was sleeping in, we met at 6.30am outside our accommodation and admired 

Gunung Kinabalu, the summit of which was cloud free and looking majestic. A Mountain Imperial Pigeon flew 

by and a small party of the beautiful and noisy Bornean Green Magpie gave us very good views. We strolled 

down the road towards the café where we would have breakfast. A pair of Bornean Treepie appeared, followed 

by Chestnut-hooded Laughing Thrush, Indigo Flycatcher and Bornean Whistling Thrush. We watched a 

Bornean Black-banded Squirrel and then a Jentink’s Squirrel, which foraged near a large flock of Chestnut-

hooded and Sunda Laughing Thrushes. A Mountain Tailorbird showed itself now and then in the understorey 

and a Black-sided Flowerpecker perched most cooperatively in plain view and quite low. As we walked past the 

park entrance an Ashy Drongo perched on a wire. A flock of Chestnut-crested Yuhina foraged in a small fruiting 

shrub above the café.  

 

We ate breakfast on the café veranda and enjoyed more views the two laughing thrushes and Little Cuckoo-

Doves. Henry went back to the rooms and brought Lance down to breakfast. After a very leisurely meal we then 

slowly walked back to the rooms, giving everyone plenty of time to pack and otherwise prepare. We saw two 

Maroon Woodpeckers during the walk. We left the park at 11am, saying goodbye to Henry. We arrived at Kota 

Kinabalu airport at 1.45pm, having lunched along the way. Terry said goodbye to everyone in the airport as he 

was staying on in Sabah for a brief holiday. 
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Day 15 Saturday 5th May 

London 

The rest of the group returned home after a fascinating trip to Borneo. 

Summary & Highlights 

One participant’s tour was disrupted somewhat by the need to seek medical attention but everything worked well 

under the circumstances. The Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort staff, led by manager JR, were exemplary in how 

they resolved the situation. Sheng, a KWR office staff member in Sandakan, was exceptionally patient and 

helpful. The AAB staff were also very good, especially the charming Siti and the indefatigable Mike. Our 

Deramakot driver, Lang, proved very competent and seemingly tireless.  

 

Between us, we saw 41 mammal, 140 bird, 14 reptile and nine frog species. Two of the mammals weren’t 

identified beyond genus. Another rodent and various micro-bats were seen but have not been included, as they 

weren’t even identified to genus. This was predominantly a spotlighting tour, with an emphasis on mammals and 

hence we saw comparatively few bird species confined to forest, or mammals for that matter. There were very 

few trees in fruit at Deramakot, which had a notable effect on the number of frugivorous species we saw, 

especially hornbills. Among the frogs, we saw two ‘flying’ frog species, Harlequin Tree Frog and the iconic 

Wallace’s Flying Frog, ‘found’ by, and named for, Alfred Wallace, a contemporary of Charles Darwin and almost 

as famous in his own right. This was the first European knowledge of ‘flying’ frogs. We also saw two ‘flying’ 

reptiles, Paradise Tree Snake and a Draco sp. (a dragon). Some of us saw the snake glide from one tree to another. 

This was the first instance of such for Terry in all his visits to Borneo. Rhinoceros Hornbill was one of the 

outstanding bird species of the tour, with other notables such as White-fronted Falconet, Diard’s Trogon and 

Storm’s Stork. We also saw both the smallest and largest of Borneo’s woodpeckers, from the nine cm long 

Rufous Piculet to the 50 cm Great Slaty Woodpecker, a species now listed as Vulnerable. The mammals, 

however, really dominated proceedings, as you would expect. We saw 10 individuals of the Critically Endangered 

Bornean Orangutan, excluding two semi-wild animals at the feeding platform at SORC. We watched Asian 

Elephant at length on the banks of the Kinabatangan River. A few of us had the very rare sight of a Sun Bear 

during the day. In 2017 there were 10 times as many sightings of Clouded Leopard as Sun Bear at Deramakot, to 

give some perspective as to how exciting a sighting it was. We twice saw the little known Otter Civet, which was 

one of six civet species we saw, including Binturong and Banded Civet. A family group of Small-clawed Otters 

entertained us and we saw an unusually high number of Bornean Colugo and Philippine Slow Loris, including a 

rare sighting of the latter during the day. As is almost guaranteed in Sabah, it was a memorable trip. 

 

 

Addie, Lang, Giddy, Mike, Paping (L-R) 
& the tour participants about to go 

spotlighting for the last time. Deramakot 
Forest Reserve 
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Addie, Siti, JR (L-R) and the tour participants 

Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

No one participant saw all the species listed in the tables hereunder. Kinabatangan includes Gomantong Cave, Sungai Kinabatangan and its tributaries, except for the 

upper reach of the Kinabatangan visited from Deramakot. Species listed but not noted for any location were seen in transit only.  

Mammals [S = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic. Nomenclature follows Phillipps (2016)]. 

Common Name Scientific Name Sepilok Kinabatangan Deramakot Mt Kinabalu Comments 

Sunda Short-nosed Fruit 
Bat 

Cyanopterus brachyotis S - - - One seen roosting on the veranda of Dick and Gill’s chalet at Sepilok Nature 
Resort (SNR). 

Rousette species Rousettus sp. - S - - Several of this mega-bat species seen in flight along the Kinabatangan River. 
Not identified to species, either R. amplexicaudatus or R. spinalatus. 

Lesser Woolly Horseshoe 
Bat  

Rhinolophus sedulus - S - - Three seen roosting inside a shed at Kinabatangan Wetlands Resort (KWR). 

Bornean Colugo Cynocephalus 
borneanus  

- S S - One seen spotlighting and one seen during the day at KWR. Common at 
Deramakot.  

Philippine Slow Loris Nycticebus menagenisis S - S - One seen during the day at Sepilok. Seven seen during spotlighting at 
Deramakot. 

Red (Maroon) Langur E Presbytis rubicunda 
chrysea 

- S S - Seen along the Kinabatangan, at Gomantong Cave and twice at Deramakot. 

Silvered Langur Trachypithecus cristatus  - S - - Seen several times along the Kinabatangan, mostly in late afternoon. 

Proboscis Monkey E Nasalis larvatus - S - - Common along the Kinabatangan and its tributaries.  

Long-tailed Macaque Macaca fascicularis - S S - Common along the Kinabatangan. Scarce at Deramakot. 

(Southern/Sunda) Pig-
tailed Macaque 

Macaca nemestrina S S S - One male seen at Sepilok. Troop seen along the Kinabatangan. One seen at 
Deramakot. 

North Bornean Gibbon E Hylobates funereus  H H S - Individuals seen briefly by Jackie and Terry at Deramakot. 

Bornean Orangutan E Pongo pygmaeus S S S - Three seen in the grounds of SNR. Two seen at SORC. One seen near KWR. 
Two seen along the Kinabatangan. Two seen at Gomantong Cave. Two seen at 
Deramakot. 

Sunda Giant Squirrel Ratufa affinis 
sandakanensis 

S - S - One seen at Sepilok by Terry only. Seen at Deramakot by Gill and Terry. 

Prevost’s Squirrel Callosciurus prevostii 
pluto 

S - S - Seen occasionally. 

Bornean Black-banded 
Squirrel E 

Callosciurus orestes - - - S Common at Kinabalu Park. 

Plantain Squirrel Callosciurus notatus S S - - Common in disturbed areas. 

Ear-spot Squirrel E Callosciurus adamsi S - - - One seen poorly by some at Sepilok. 

Horse-tailed Squirrel Sundasciurus hippurus - - S - One seen at Deramakot by Terry only. 

Jentink’s Squirrel E Sundasciurus jentinki - - - S Several seen at Kinabalu Park. 

Bornean Mountain Ground 
Squirrel E 

Dremomys everetti - - - S One seen at Kinabalu Park. 
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Common Name Scientific Name Sepilok Kinabatangan Deramakot Mt Kinabalu Comments 

Bornean (Plain) Pygmy 
Squirrel 

Exilisciurus exilis S - - - One seen at SNR by Gill and Siti. 

Black Flying Squirrel Aeronys tephromelas - - S - One seen at Deramakot. 

Red Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista petaurista - - S - Reasonably common at Deramakot. We often didn’t check the identity of flying 
squirrels sufficiently to differentiate Red Giant and Thomas’s. 

Thomas’s Flying Squirrel E Aeronys thomasi - - S - Common at Deramakot. 

Ranee Mouse E Haeromys 
margarettae/pusillus 

- - S - One seen at Deramakot. Ranee Mouse and Lesser Ranee Mouse are 
indistinguishable except by size, which in this instance indicated Ranee Mouse 
H. margarettae.  

rat species Rattus sp. - S - - One seen in Gomantong Cave. 

Sun Bear Helarctos malayanus - - S - One seen by Lyn, Gill, Mike and Terry. 

Teledu (Sunda Stink 
Badger) 

Mydaus javanensis - - S - Taxonomically more accurately known as Sunda Skunk. One seen along road. 

Small-clawed Otter Aonyx cinera - S - - Family group seen at KWR. 

Bornean Striped Palm 
Civet  

Arctogalidia stigmatica - - S - Common at Deramakot. 

Island Palm Civet  Paradoxurus 
philippinensis 

- - S - Five seen at Deramakot. 

Malay Civet Viverra tangalunga - - S - Common at Deramakot. 

Otter Civet Cyanogale bennettii - - S - Two seen at Deramakot. 

Binturong Arctictis binturong - - S - One seen at Deramakot. 

Banded Civet Hemigalus derbyanus - - S - Two seen at Deramakot. 

Leopard Cat Prionailusus 
bengalensis 

- - S - Two seen briefly and very poorly by some on the road to the river. Three seen in 
oil palm plantation and one along road back from the forestry reserve entrance. 

Asian (Bornean Pigmy) 
Elephant 

Elephas maximus 
borneensis 

- S - - Small herd seen along the Kinabatangan. 

Bearded Pig Sus barbatus - S S - Common and tame at KWR. Several seen at Deramakot, including behind the 
kitchen. 

Lesser Mousedeer (Indo-
Malayan Chevrotain) 

Tragulus kanchii - - S - Common on one night drive. 

Greater Mousedeer (Indo-
Malayan Chevrotain) 

Tragulus napu - - S - A few seen but apparently not as common as Lesser Mousedeer. 

Sambar Cervus unicolor - S S - Some tame (though wild) animals at KWR. Common at Deramakot. 
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Birds (S = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic; I = Introduced. Nomenclature follows the IOC. Not all species heard only during the trip are listed below, including species such as 

ubiquitous barbets. Only notable species and/or species brought to the attention of participants are included. Species seen but not listed for a location were seen in transit) 

 
Common Name Scientific Name Sepilok Kinabatangan Deramakot Mt Kinabalu Comments 

Chestnut-necklaced 
Partridge 

Arborophila charltonii 
graydoni 

- H - - Heard occasionally from the boat. 

Crested Fireback Lophura ignita nobilis - - S - One male seen briefly on the road. 

Great Argus Argusianus argus H - H - Heard regularly. 

Storm’s Stork Ciconia stormi - S S - Singles seen four times. 

Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus - S - - 20 seen in flight along the Kinabatangan. One seen on mudflats by Rosemary 
and Terry. 

Striated Heron Butorides striata - S - - Seen a few times along the Kinabatangan. 

Black-crowned Night-
Heron 

Nycticorax nycticorax - S - - One seen along the Kinabatangan. 

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus - - - - Seen in transit from Gomantong to Deramakot and Telupid to Kinabalu Park. 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea - S - - Several seen along the Kinabatangan. 

Great Egret Ardea alba - S - - Common. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta - S - - Common. 

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster - S S - Seen occasionally. 

Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus - - S - Two seen at Deramakot. Both were Oriental Honeybuzzard P. ruficollis 
according to Eaton et al. (2016). One seen near the accommodation was a dark 
phase bird, apparently rare. 

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela - S S - Common. 

Changeable Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus - S - - One seen in lower reaches of the Kinabatangan. 

Blyth's Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus alboniger - S - - One seen along the Kinabatangan. 

Wallace’s Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus nanus S S S - Common. 

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus - S - - One seen along the Kinabatangan. 

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus - S S - Common along the Kinabatangan. 

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster S S - - Several seen along the Kinabatangan and one immature seen at SNR. 

Grey-headed Fish Eagle Haliaeetus ichthyaetus - S - - Seen three times along the Kinabatangan. 

Lesser Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga humilis - - S - One seen at a lake at Deramakot. 

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus - S - - Pair seen along the Kinabatangan. 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos - S - - Single birds seen twice along the Kinabatangan. 

Greater Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii - - - - Several seen during cruise to Kinabatangan River mouth. 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo - - - - Several seen during cruise to Kinabatangan River mouth. 

Rock Dove I Columba livia - - - - Seen in towns in transit. 
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Little Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia ruficeps - - - S Common at Kinabalu Park. 

Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis S - - - Common around humans. 

Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica S - S - One seen at the Sun Bear Rehabilitation Centre. One seen at Deramakot. 

Zebra Dove I Geopelia striata S - - - Reasonably common around humans. 

Little Green Pigeon Treron olax S - - - One seen along road at Sepilok. 

Pink-necked Green Pigeon Treron vernans S S - - Seen a number of times and probably the most common species among 
unidentified green pigeons along the Kinabatangan.  

Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea - S S - Common. 

Mountain Imperial-Pigeon Ducula badia - - - S One seen by some in Kinabalu Park. 

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis - S S - Seen regularly at Deramakot. 

Raffles’s Malkoha Rhinortha chlorophaeus - - S - One seen in flight by Terry only. 

Black-bellied Malkoha Phaenicophaeus diardi - - S - Single birds seen twice by some at Deramakot. 

Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus H H S - Seen around the accommodation at Deramakot. Commonly heard. 

Square-tailed Drongo 
Cuckoo 

Surniculus lugubris - H S - Seen twice along the road at Deramakot. Heard regularly. 

Large Hawk-Cuckoo  - S - - One seen in flight across the Kinabatangan. Seen well only by Terry. 

Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus H H H - Common. 

Buffy Fish Owl Ketupa ketupu - S S - Common. 

Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus - S - - One seen at jetty at KWR. 

Grey-rumped Treeswift Hemiprocne longipennis S - S - Seen along the boardwalk at SORC. Seen occasionally at Deramakot. 

Whiskered Treeswift Hemiprocne comata - - S - Common at Deramakot. 

Plume-toed (Glossy) 
Swiftlet 

Collocalia affinis 
(esculenta) 

S S S - Common. 

Black-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus maximus - S - - Many seen nesting at Gomantong Cave. Presumably seen throughout. 

Edible-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus fuciphaga - - - - Presumably seen throughout. 

Silver-rumped Spinetail Rhaphidura 
leucopygialis 

S - S - Common in places. 

Diard’s Trogon Harpactes diardii - - S - Pair seen along the road. 

Scarlet-rumped Trogon Harpactes duvaucelii - S - - Pair seen at Gomantong Cave. 

Oriental Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis S S S - Reasonably common and conspicuous. 

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis - S S - Seen occasionally. 

Collared Kingfisher Todiramphus chloris S S - - Seen regularly in open areas and along the Kinabatangan. 

Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting - S S - Seen sleeping at KWR and at a waterbody at Deramakot. Seen once in flight on 
the Kinabatangan. 

Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher Ceyx rufidorsa  - S H - Seen at KWR by Gill and Siti. 

Red-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis amictus - - S - Seen three times at Deramakot. 



Borneo’s Deramakot Forest Reserve  Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     May 18 5 
 

Common Name Scientific Name Sepilok Kinabatangan Deramakot Mt Kinabalu Comments 

Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops viridis S S - - Seen at SNR and along the Kinabatangan. 

Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros - S S - Seen regularly. 

Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris - S S - Reasonably common along the Kinabatangan. 

Black Hornbill Anthracoceros 
malayanus 

- S S - Pair seen along the Kinabatangan, by Terry only. One male seen at Deramakot 
by Gill and Terry. 

Bushy-crested Hornbill Anorrhinus galeritus S - S - Four seen at SNR, by Terry only. Pairs and small flock seen three times at 
Deramakot. 

Wreathed Hornbill Rhyticeros undulatus - - S - Pair seen at Deramakot. 

Red-throated Barbet Psilopogon 
mystacophanos 

- H H - Common. 

Blue-eared Barbet Psilopogon duvaucelii 
duvaucelii 

H S H - Common. One seen poorly by some at KWR. 

Brown Barbet E Caloramphus fuliginosus - S - - Small flock seen at ox-bow lake on the Kinabatangan. 

Rufous Piculet Sasia abnormis - - S - One seen by some along the road. 

White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis - S S - One seen flying across the Kinabatangan. Two seen along road at Deramakot. 

Maroon Woodpecker Blythipicus rubiginosus - - - S Pair seen in Kinabalu Park. 

Buff-necked Woodpecker Meiglyptes tukki - - S - One seen at Deramakot, seen well by Terry only. 

Great Slaty Woodpecker Mulleripicus 
pulverulentus 

- - S - Three seen in flight along the road to ‘white house’. 

White-fronted Falconet E Microhierax latifrons - - S - One seen perched high in a Koompassia along the road.  

Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula longicauda S S S - Common. 

Blue-crowned Hanging-
Parrot 

Loriculus galgulus - S S - Common, but mostly seen in flight. Not seen well by most. 

Black-and-red Broadbill Cymbirhynchus 
macrorhynchos 

- S H - Seen a couple of times along the Kinabatangan. 

Banded Broadbill Eurylaimus javanicus - - S - Single bird seen along the road. 

Black-and-yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus H H S - Common. 

Black-crowned Pitta E Erythropitta ussheri - - H - Heard along the road to the ‘white house’ and on the management trail.  

Black-winged Flycatcher-
Shrike 

Hemipus hirundinaceus - S - - One seen poorly by some at Gomantong Cave. 

White-breasted 
Woodswallow 

Artamus leucorynchus - - - - Seen in transit from Telupid to Kinabalu Park. 

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia S S - - Seen along the road at Sepilok and at KWR. 

Fiery Minivet Pericrocotus igneus - S S - Seen occasionally in small flocks. 

Dark-throated Oriole Oriolus xanthonotus - - S - Female seen along the road to the ‘white house’. Male seen at dining room at 
Deramakot. 

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus - - - S One seen at Kinabalu Park entrance. 

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus - - S - Common at Deramakot. 

Greater Racket-tailed 
Drongo 

Dicrurus paradiseus - - S - Common at Deramakot. 
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White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis - - - S One seen along the road in Kinabalu Park. 

Malaysian Pied Fantail Rhipidura javanica S S S - Common. 

Blyth’s Paradise 
Flycatcher 

Terpsiphone affinis - - S - Common at Deramakot. 

(Bornean E) Black Magpie  Platysmurus leucopterus 
aterrimus 

- - S - Three seen along the road. 

Bornean Green Magpie E Cissa jefferyi - - - S Flock seen in Kinabalu Park. 

Bornean Treepie E Dendrocitta cinerascens - - - S Common in Kinabalu Park. 

Slender-billed Crow Corvus enca - S S - Common. 

Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier 
analis 

S S S - Common. 

Olive-winged Bulbul Pycnonotus plumosus - S S - Common. 

Asian Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus brunneus - - S - Common at Deramakot. 

Ochraceous Bulbul Alophoixus ochraceus 
ruficrissus 

- - - S One seen poorly by some along the road in Kinabalu Park. 

Yellow-bellied Bulbul Alophoixus 
phaeocephalus 

- - S - One seen along the road. 

Buff-vented Bulbul Iole olivacea - - S - Reasonably common at Deramakot. 

Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica S S S - Common. 

Mountain Tailorbird Phyllergates cuculatus - - - S One seen in Kinabalu Park. 

Sunda Bush Warbler Horornis vulcanius 
oreophilus 

- - - S Pair seen along road in Kinabalu Park. 

Mountain Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus trivirgatus 
kinabaluensis 

- - - S Seen briefly in Kinabalu Park. 

Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris - - S - Reasonably common along the road. 

Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus sericeus S H S - Common. 

Ashy Tailorbird Orthotomus ruficeps S H H - Common. 

Chestnut-winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera - S H - Seen at KWR by Terry only. 

Bold-striped Tit-Babbler Macronus bornensis - S S - Seen at KWR by Terry and Siti only and at the Deramakot accommodation by 
Gill and Terry only. 

Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler Macronus ptilosus - - S - One seen along road by Dick and Terry. Only glimpsed by Dick 

Moustached Babbler Malacopteron 
magnirostre 

- - S - Seen on a forest trail by Gill and Terry only. 

Sooty-capped Babbler Malacopteron affine - - H - Heard from forest. 

Rufous-crowned Babbler Malacopteron magnum - - S - One seen along the road and another on a forest trail. 

White-chested Babbler Trichastoma rostratum - S - - Seen twice at KWR, by Terry and Siti only. 

Black-capped Babbler Pellomeum capistratum - S - - One seen at Gomantong Cave. 

Sunda Laughingthrush Garrulax palliatus - - - S Several seen in mixed flocks with Chestnut-hooded Laughing Thrushes at 
Kinabalu Park. 
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Chestnut-hooded 
Laughingthrush E 

Garrulax treacheri - - - S Common at Kinabalu Park. 

Chestnut-crested Yuhina E Yuhina everetti - - - S One flock seen at Kinabalu Park headquarters. 

Black-capped White-eye Zosterops atricapilla - - - S Flocks seen a number of times in Kinabalu Park. 

Asian Fairy-bluebird Irena puella - - S - Seen regularly, including from the dining room but seen by only a few people. 

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis - S - - Seen at KWR by Gill, Dick and Terry on two separate occasions. 

Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis S S - - Common in disturbed areas. 

Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa S - S - Two seen at SNR, seen occasionally at Deramakot. 

Javan Myna I Acridotheres javanicus S - - - Common in disturbed areas. 

Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis 
pluto 

S - S S Common in disturbed areas. 

White-crowned Shama E Copsychus stricklandii - S S - Seen behind dining room at KWR. Common at Deramakot around buildings, 
some along the road. 

Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica - - S - One seen along the road by Dick and Terry only. 

Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica - - S - Seen along the road by Lance, Rosemary and Mike only. 

Indigo Flycatcher Eumyias indigo - - - S Two pairs seen along the road at Kinabalu Park. 

Chestnut-naped Forktail Enicurus ruficapillus - - S - Seen three times along the road. 

White-crowned Forktail Enicurus leschenaulti - - S - One seen asleep along the road. Seen twice along the road. 

Bornean Whistling Thrush 
E 

Myophonus borneensis - - - S Seen three times along the road at Kinabalu Park. 

Snowy-browed Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra - - - S One male seen poorly at Kinabalu Park. 

Greater Green Leafbird Chloropsis sonnerati - - S - One female seen at Gill and Terry at the dining room. 

Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis cyanopogon - - S - A male seen along the road. Male and female seen at dining room. 

Yellow-rumped 
Flowerpecker E 

Prionochilus 
xanthopygius 

- - S - Seen along the road twice. 

Orange-bellied 
Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum trigonostigma S - S - Seen along the road at Sepilok and Deramakot. 

Black-sided Flowerpecker 
E 

Dicaeum monticolum - - - S One seen along road in Kinabalu Park. 

Scarlet-backed 
Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum cruentatum S - - - Seen along the road at Sepilok. 

Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis - - S - Pair seen along the road. 

Brown-throated Sunbird Anthreptes malacensis S - S - Seen along the road at Sepilok, SNR and Deramakot. 

Purple-naped Sunbird 
(Spiderhunter) 

Hypogramma 
hypogrammicum 

- S - - One seen at KWR. 

Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis S - S - Pair seen along the road at Sepilok. Pair seen at Kinabatangan River, 
Deramakot. 

Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja S S - - Seen along the road at Sepilok, at the jetty at KWR and along the Kinabatangan. 

Spectacled Spiderhunter Arachnothera flavigaster - - S - One seen along the road. 
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Eurasian Tree Sparrow I Passer montanus S S S - Common in disturbed areas and around buildings. 

Dusky Munia  Lonchura fuscans - S S - Seen near the dining room at KWR and common along the road at Deramakot. 

Eastern Yellow Wagtail Motacilla tschutschensis - - S - One seen at Deramakot near the accommodation. 

Reptiles (S = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic. No specific nomenclature is used. Names in brackets indicate some alternative common names.)  

Common Name Scientific Name Sepilok Kinabatangan Deramakot Mt Kinabalu Comments 

Saltwater Crocodile Crocodylus porosus - S - - Five seen in the Kinabatangan River. 

Malayan Box Turtle Cuora amboinensis - S S - One seen at KWR and two seen crossing a track at Deramakot. 

Flying lizard species Draco sp. - - S - One seen at night. Based on size, colour and pattern it was probably D. 
maximus.  

angle-headed dragon 
species 

Gonocephalus sp. - - S - One seen on management trail. Probably G. grandis. 

Smith’s Giant Gecko 
(Barking Gecko) 

Gekko smithii H S H - One small individual seen at KWR. Common, heard both around buildings and in 
forest. 

Asian House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus S H S - Common on buildings. 

Striped Bornean Tree 
Skink E 

Apterygodon vittatum - S - - One seen at KWR. 

Black-banded Skink 
(Rough Skink) 

Eutropis rudis S S - - Two seen at Sepilok & several seen at KWR. 

Rough-necked Monitor Varanus rudicollis - - S - One seen along the road. 

Water Monitor Varanus salvator S S - - Seen occasionally, including at SNR and KWR. 

Paradise Tree Snake Chrysopelea paradisi S - - - One seen along the road at Sepilok. 

Striped Bronzeback Dendrelaphis 
caudolineatus 

- - S - One found asleep along the road. 

Grey-tailed Racer Gonyosoma 
oxycephalum 

S - - - One seen in a tree at Sepilok. 

Brown Wolf Snake Lycodon effraensis - - S - A snake seen on the road at night that was probably this species. 

Amphibians [S = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic; Names taken from A field guide to the frogs of Borneo (Inger et al. 2017)].  

Common Name Scientific Name Sepilok Kinabatangan Deramakot Kinabalu Comments 

Horned Frog Megaphrys nasuta - - H - Heard occasionally.  

Giant River Frog Limnonectes leporinus - - S - Two seen along the roadside. 

Bullfrog species Kaloula sp. I H - - - Either K. pulchra or K. baleata, probably the former. 

Tree Hole Frog E Metaphrynella sundana H H H - Very common. 

Rough-sided Frog Hylarana glandulosa - S - - One seen at KWR. 

Cricket Frog Hylarana nicobariensis H H H - Very common. 

Hose’s Bush Frog Philautus hosii - - S - Two seen in a toilet at the Kinabatangan River, Deramakot. 
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Collett’s Tree Frog Polypedates colletti - S - - Seen at KWR from the boardwalk. 

Four-lined Tree Frog Polypedates 
leucomystax 

H H S - Seen along the road and on the toilet at the Kinabatangan River, Deramakot. 

Dark-eared Tree Frog Polypedates macrotis - - S - Seen along the road. Common. 

File-eared Tree Frog Polypedates otilophus - - S - Seen along the road. 

Wallace’s Flying Frog Rhacophorus 
nigropalmatus 

- - S - Several seen along the road at one location only. 

Harlequin Tree Frog Rhacophorus pardalis - - S - Seen along the road. 

Other Fauna 

Some of the more spectacular invertebrates encountered included Long-legged Centipede, Giant Wood Ant, Tractor and Pill Millipedes and Birdwing Butterfly species. 

 

Philippine Slow Loris, Sepilok Paradise Tree Snake, Sepilok Lesser Mousedeer, Deramakot Forest Reserve 


