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Introduction

The “Professor Molchanov” is an ex-research vessel from the Hydrometeorology Institute in Murmansk, Russia. 

She was built in 1983, in Finland, and was designed as an ice strengthened ship. She measures 71.6 meters (236 

ft) in length and 12.8 meters (42 ft) across the beam. She draws 4.5 meters (15 ft), which enables her to move 

into relatively shallow waters. [Professor Pavil Alexandric Molchanov was born in Russia in 1893. He was a 

famous meteorologist and specialised in the Arctic. He developed radio transmitters for weather balloons, which 

were at the same time very stable and sophisticated, and in 1931 was the first Soviet person to captain a Zeppelin 

Airship during an Arctic research trip. He drowned in 1941 during the German blockade of Leningrad.]

Day 0 Saturday 4th July

Travelling from the U.K…

Day 1 Sunday 5th July

Longyearbyen

GPS Noon Position: 78°13´N and 15°25´E

Air temperature: +10°C.

Our voyage began in Longyearbyen, which is the world’s largest settlement in the extreme north, with 2000 

inhabitants. We were met at the airport by Rinie and Adam and taken to town, while our luggage was being 

sorted out and brought to our cabins. This gave everybody a chance to see the town centre, which is dominated 

by a large new university building with an excellent museum displaying the whaling history as well as lots of 

information about the wildlife, early exploration and the Second World War in Spitsbergen.

Longyearbyen is named after the American, John Monroe Longyear, who was one of the founders of the Arctic 

Coal Company (1906-1916). Coal is still produced at Spitsbergen, mainly in the Norwegian Sveagruva 60 km 

south of Longyearbyen, and to its west in the Russian Barentsburg mine on the south coast of Isfjorden. A 

fourth mine at Ny Ålesund was closed in 1962 after a major accident in which 22 miners were killed.

The ‘Professor Molchanov’ was waiting at the pier opposite the town’s large coal-fired power plant. After the 

welcome and introduction of the staff in the bar, we went through the obligatory lifeboat drill, enjoyed dinner, 

and spent the rest of the evening watching the Arctic scenery gliding past us as we went west in the low sun. On 

both sides of Isfjorden were exposed flat-lying sedimentary rocks only 45–60 million years old (i.e., very young 

compared to most other parts of Spitsbergen), which were carved by recent glaciers to form beautiful U-shaped 

valleys.

Day 2 Monday 6th July

Blomstrand – Krossfjord

GPS Noon Position: 78° 57´N and 12° 02´E

Air temperature: +12°C.
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As we woke up to a clear and calm day with brilliant sunshine, we were called to the deck to watch a Humpback 

Whale which was feeding close to the boat.  We watched it fluke and dive several times and admired its almost 

all-white tail fin in the morning sun.

Following Rinie’s instructions about sailing in rubber boats – and not least, how to get safely into and out of 

them – we went ashore at Blomstrandhalvøya in Kongsfjord. Geographically this is no longer a peninsula but an 

island, due to the meltback of a glacier which previously connected it with the mainland in the north. A thick belt 

of impure, pale grey marble is exposed here, surrounded by impressive rust-coloured schists with a distinct linear 

structure due to ductile extension deep within the Earth’s crust some 430 million years ago. Some of the schists 

almost looked like fossil wood. The marble and schist belong to the Caledonian mountain chain which forms the 

rugged western part of Spitsbergen, and which continues to the south in western Norway and Scotland. An 

attempt was made in the early 1920s to quarry the marble at Blomstrandhalvøya, and some rather spectacular 

pieces of heavy old machinery remain on the site.

Nowadays Blomstrandhalvøya is visited for its scenic landscape and nesting Long-tailed Skua (which we enjoyed 

at close range), for its flowers, and for the opportunity to get close to the Svalbard Reindeer. We watched several 

males and females at close distance: some with calves, others playing on a patch of snow. We also saw several 

Snow Buntings, a Purple Sandpiper, and a dozen of Barnacle Geese with several goslings grazing on a small 

grassy patch between the barren brown hillsides. Some of us went for a hike up the marble hills and obtained a 

spectacular view of the outer fjord and the abandoned coal mining town of Ny Ålesund in the distance at the 

opposite side of the fjord.

In the afternoon a large group of hikers were sailed ashore in central Krossfjord to walk across the hills to 

Tinayrebukta. The remaining birdwatchers and botanists landed at the bay itself and were met by a dozen Eider 

on the beach. A major recumbent Caledonian fold exposed on far side of Krossfjord formed the background 

scenery. The fold was clearly visible in the rusty weathering schists and bright yellow marble. Besides, bright 

orange lichens on the cliffsides indicated a small Kittiwake colony. An Arctic Skua was chasing them, and we 

followed several attacks including a successful one. We also studied common tundra flowers in bud and blossom, 

such as Mountain Avens, Arctic Bell-Heather, Moss Campion, White and Yellow Whitlow-Grass, Polar Willow, 

Dwarf Willow, and Clubmoss. 

In the warm, quiet evening sunshine we slowly cruised along the 8 km long and 50 m high front of the Lilliehook 

Gletscher at the head of Krossfjord. A fat, fully grown Bearded Seal with long white whiskers was resting on a 

small ice floe, and the ubiquitous Kittiwakes and Fulmars circumnavigated the ship.

Day 3 Tuesday 7th July

Fuglesangen – Moffen

GPS Noon Position: 79° 50´N and 11° 24´E

Air temperature: +5°C.

The island of Fuglesangen with its large Little Auk nesting habitat consists of so-called S-type granites, which 

were melted out of sedimentary rocks during the continent–continent collision of the Caledonian mountain 

building episode about 430 million years ago. 
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The grey granite is very heterogeneous and rather ugly, with numerous dark rafts of unmelted sedimentary 

material, and it disintegrates into large, irregular boulders which form large screes all around the island. These 

boulders offer perfect hiding space against predatory foxes and Glaucous Gulls for the nests and chicks of the 

Little Auks.

7 a.m. found us approaching the anchorage at Fuglesangen in calm conditions and bright sunshine. After a 

briefing from Rinie we took to the zodiacs and landed on a boulder beach at the base of high granite cliffs from 

where it was just a short walk to the Little Auk colony. The birds were nesting under large boulders and smaller 

rocks and we all sat down to watch the fascinating activities of these tiny and rather endearing birds.  Each time a 

Glaucous Gull came into view a cloud of auks would take off and whirl round in a chaotic fly past to distract the 

predator but provide us with ample photo opportunities. We noticed that there were very few birds flying in with 

full throat pouches indicating that they did not have young in the nest yet. Several Snow Buntings were also seen 

and heard singing around the colony.

After another good lunch back on board we headed for the island of Moffen, a nature reserve, where we hoped 

to find Polar Bears and Walrus. Moffen is a large lagoon surrounded by loose gravel and not a permanent, solid 

island. There was fog on the way but this cleared sufficiently to allow us to see our first Polar Bear of the trip 

feeding on a Walrus carcass away from a group of Walrus lying on the beach to the left. The fog then closed in 

so we headed back to the mainland of north Spitsbergen where it had cleared and we found a mother Polar Bear 

with cub resting near an occupied log cabin. We then noticed a third bear on some sea ice which then swam 

ashore and walked towards the other two causing the mother some consternation. She ran off with the youngster 

with the third one keeping a reasonable distance before they were all lost in the fog. It had been a memorable 

day.

Day 4 Wednesday 8th July

Andoyane – Liefdefjord

GPS Noon Position: 79° 41´N and 13° 25´E

Air temperature: +3°C.

Dawn saw us still anchored to the sea ice, but having drifted a couple of miles further along the coastline. Last 

nights mother and yearling bears were still present on the mainland and a Minke Whale gave great views to the 

pre-breakfast observers as it swam through a channel in the ice off the bow of the boat.

After breakfast, a small herd of Reindeer were observed on the tundra and then it was time to board the zodiacs 

for a cruise around the Andoyane islands. The highlight was several pairs of Red Phalaropes “spinning” on the 

shoreline and allowing ample opportunities for the photographers. Turnstone was new for the bird list as well as 

Great & Artic Skuas, Pink-footed Geese and Red-throated Diver were also seen. We landed next to a small 

lagoon which supported at least three pairs of breeding Phalaropes, a Purple Sandpiper and a female Eider on 

her nest. Despite lots of Eider along the shore, we failed to find that elusive King Eider.

As we settled down to an excellent lunch, the boat set sail down Liefdefjord in search of some more sea ice. We 

were not to be disappointed! Our first Polar Bear of the day, a radio collared individual, was found during lunch, 

and as we watched it swim off the ice to the shore another bear was found. 
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This individual was far more obliging and walked around the boat at a distance of 200 metres, occasionally 

rolling on his back or jumping across cracks in the ice. Magical! There was plenty of other wildlife to enjoy in this 

icy fjord. Artic Skuas were harassing the terns and a Herring Gull amongst the numerous Glaucous Gulls was a 

bit of a surprise. More expected was the ghostly white Ivory Gull. Both Ringed and Bearded Seals were hauled 

out on the ice and the Monaco Glacier towered upwards at the end of the fjord.

Unfortunately, the ice was too thick too sail down to the glacier, so we turned around and headed for the open 

sea and travelled east, parallel to the north coast of Spitsbergen. During our evening meal we again came across 

the pack ice and spent the evening searching for wildlife. Highlights were 2 Minke Whales, while Harp Seals were 

observed ‘porpoising’ close to the boat.

Day 5 Thursday 9th July

Lågøya – Hinlopenstretet

GPS Noon Position 80° 21´N, 017° 47´E

Air temperature +4° C

The day started at 0700 with an announcement that a Polar Bear was nearby on the ice. We were treated to a 

brief stalk of a Ringed Seal, foiled when the seal spotted the bear. The bear then patiently waited at a breathing 

hole in the ice for a seal.  Accompanied by an Ivory Gull and surrounded by sea fog it was a great look at the life 

of a hungry but patient Polar Bear.

After breakfast we headed on to Lågøya Island through the pack ice, accompanied along the way by the 

ubiquitous Kittiwakes and Fulmars. The Kittiwakes were often seen foraging in front of the ship as it cracked 

open the ice. A group of 4-6 Walrus were spotted in an open lead and provided our closest encounter with them 

thus far, accompanied by the clicking of 50 shutters.

No longer able to advance to Lågøya due to heavy ice we were forced to turn back south at 11:18, reaching our 

northern most point at 80° 24´N, 018° 01´E. Just before lunch we had Ivory and Glaucous Gulls as well as a 

couple of Arctic Terns. Cruising south down Nordporten and into Hinlopenstretet a scouting zodiac was sent to 

check for Walrus on the back side of Depot Island during a building chop on the strait. No Walrus were found 

so we continued farther south, but as the seas built up to 1m we altered our plans and turned east up 

Wahlenbergfjorden where we found several Ivory Gulls and two distant Polar Bears on the ice. 

Being on the uncharted half of the Fjord we could not safely approach, so we headed back west to 

Palanderbukta where we ended our day with our tenth Polar Bear of the trip. Against spectacular scenery of 

clouds, ice, snow and sun we watched this bear as it carefully investigated holes in the ice before lying down for a 

long nap at which time most of us said goodnight with the boat wedged into the sea ice.

Day 6 Friday 10th July

Alkefjellet – Hinlopenstretet

GPS Noon Position: 79° 21´N and 19° 18´E

Air temperature: +6°C
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In the very early morning Vladimir the first officer started the engine and slowly made its way to Alkefjellet. 

Rinie called us at 06:15 hrs and upon arrival we were happy to see that the seas had calmed down and despite a 

little fog the sun was trying hard to get through and gave us good hope that it would burn off soon. Before 

breakfast we took off in the zodiacs to watch the tens of thousands of Brunnich’s Guillemots nesting on a 

spectacular cliff of dolerite – a thick intrusive sheet of igneous rock that has spread out laterally from a vertical 

feeder dyke. The dolerite is hard and resistant, but with many joints which provide numerous narrow ledges for 

the Guillemots to nest on. 

There were thousands of birds flying in the air and birds all around us in the water, sometimes coming right up 

to the zodiacs. As we slowly cruised along the cliff we observed birds sitting with their breasts pushed against the 

wall – they were clearly incubating eggs. All the other birds were socializing, travelling or fighting with their 

neighbours. Within a couple of weeks the eggs will hatch and most birds will be busy catching food for the 

chicks. One of the parental birds will stay with the chick at all times to brood it because Glaucous Gulls are 

constantly patrolling along the cliffs and prey upon the Guillemots. After about three weeks a single bird can no 

longer bring enough food for the chick, since it requires more as it grows up. The solution is to take the 

youngster to the fishing areas. This is an exciting moment for the family because the young Guillemot still can’t 

fly, and so it has to jump off the ledge which can be several hundreds metres high. It will glide down towards the 

sea where the parents are waiting to look after it until it can fend for itself.

After some time the sun came out and it was very pleasant to sit in the sun in the zodiacs and observe the 

spectacle. At the end, just before we wanted to head back to the ship, we were treated by an Arctic Fox which 

was scavenging along a scree slope in search of eggs or dead birds. A pair of nesting Barnacle Geese nearby kept 

a close lookout to see where the fox was going. Back on the ship Lilian called for breakfast which was welcomed 

very much by most of us after having already been around for a couple of hours with only tea or coffee and a 

snack in the early morning…

Most of us took a comfortable position during our crossing to Torrellneset where we hoped to visit a haul out 

site for Walruses. Later in the morning Rinie gave us a quick recap on the breeding biology of sea birds in 

general and the Brunnich’s Guillemots in particular. His subsequent briefing about how to behave when 

approach Walruses was not followed closely, as the sight of a big herd of them through the port hole took all the 

attention. He gave up and we all dashed for the zodiacs! As we walked along the beach we were met by a group 

of curious Walruses in the sea, and some of them came within a few metres’ distance. Many electronic memory 

cards were filled this morning, as the group made several approaches. 

From time to time during this event the walrus group that was hauled out ashore gave a great show as well, when 

they were arguing between themselves for the best spots.

Everybody was very excited as we made our way back to the ship for another delicious lunch prepared by our 

chefs Richie and Lee. During lunch we moved over to Wilhelmøya to check out the sea ice in the area for Polar 

Bears. Already long before our arrival there was a call of a mother and two yearlings on the ice. At closer range 

the two cubs were determined to come to the ship as they came running over, but the mother was too pre 

occupied with something in the ice. You could see that the cubs started to feel uncomfortable being so far from 

the mother. They kept looking back to se if the mother was coming or not. One stood on his hind legs to see 

where she was, but she was not coming. 
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Then the cubs changed their minds and both decided for the safe feeling of being next to mum instead of 

venturing on to that unknown big blue thing; the Professor Molchanov! Once together the whole family took off 

and disappeared behind a ridge in a small bay out of sight.

Slowly we moved out of the ice and the plan was to check out the southern side of Wilhelmøya. On the way we 

made a quick close by pass of a Walrus which was baking on an ice floe in the sun.  It looked up once for a quick 

pose, which was much appreciated by the photographers and went straight back to sleep. 

After an hour or so we approached the other side of the island and soon there was yet another call for Polar 

Bear. This time it was a big male and as we came closer he went in stalk for a Bearded Seal. At a distance of one

hundred and fifty metres or so he went slowly in the water. The ice was pretty rotten and there were plenty of 

holes in it. He swam under the water from one hole to another. Every now and then he lifted up his head to take 

another bearing of the seal and went slowly under the ice again. When he was at approximately twenty metres he 

disappeared and we were all waiting in great anticipating for what would happen. Suddenly the seal jumped in the 

water and the bear emerged wild lunging around him to try to grab the seal. He missed but it was close. This was 

the first time I had seen so many passengers wanting the seal to be killed.

In the evening we parked the ship in the sea ice to have a quiet night before we would start the next morning on 

our crossing through the ice towards Freemansundet. Nobody knew what that would bring…

Day 7 Saturday 11th July

Stalking Polar Bears at the sunny side of Barentsøya

Noon Position 78° 43´N, 22° 47´E

Air temperature +7° C

No need to sleep in until 7.30, for the morning was sunny and beautiful. The ‘Professor’ had been moored in the 

sea ice overnight, and she was now cruising slowly along in bear country east of Bastianøyane and Barentsøya, 

gently pushing the scattered ice floes aside. By now we were fully accustomed to the slight rocking of the ship 

during the encounters with the ice, and the accompanying scouring sounds from the bow. 

Just after breakfast Rinie mounted his knee protection in preparation for his favourite kneeling position on the 

lookout for bears. In the meantime several Pomarine Skuas were circling around the ship, and we watched two 

of them chasing Kittiwakes just behind the stern. A little later Rinie’s patience was rewarded, and we were able to 

approach a big fat male Polar Bear quietly from the side. He was walking towards a Bearded Seal in the distance 

but had to give up the hunt before it really got started, as the seal wisely slid into the water. Anyway, the bear’s 

chances had been small. The ice was pretty solid and did not offer him opportunity to approach from under 

water. Instead he changed course and walked up to the boat and gave us a close look on his hind legs, strolled 

along for several minutes while sniffing at our upcoming lunch,  and eventually walked off behind the boat for a 

swim. A bear mother and cub were also spotted in the far distance, but as they were heading into the ice over 

unchartered waters we could not keep track of them. A similar situation arose in the afternoon with a lone male 

bear, but this time it was the fog that prevented us from following its movements. 
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We had been watching this blanket of fog getting closer all morning, and at around 4 p.m. it finally caught up 

with us. Thus we had a quiet late afternoon and evening watching Kittiwakes and Fulmars feeding close to the 

boat, as well as occasional seals, as we slowly approached Freemansundet.

Day 8 Sunday 12th July

Freemansundet – Edgeøya – Habenichtbukta

Noon Position 77° 55´N, 20° 50´E

Air temperature +4° C

We had spent a quiet night near the entrance to Freemansundet, the channel between Barentsøya and Edgeøya, 

hoping that the fog had cleared and that the ice had dispersed.  As we set sail the fog rolled back and the sun 

came out and we were travelling in almost ice free waters in the company of Kittiwakes, Ivory Gulls and Arctic

Skuas. We were making 11.6 knots as the current and wind pushed us along to our intended landing site at 

Diskobukta but the wind and waves stopped us landing, so we headed for Habenichtbukta instead. 

As we anchored 3 Walrus swam past the stern of the ship. We then took to the zodiacs and made an easy landing 

on the shingle beach of this sheltered bay. We then had a short walk across some snow and into a bog moss 

habitat in a small river delta with some pools We had already seen a Polar Bear walking at a considerable distance 

and now we spotted another one asleep on a far slope, but we felt that these were not going to trouble us.

On the first pool there were 5 female King Eiders plus several Pink-footed and Barnacle Geese with goslings. 

Next we found a close Purple Sandpiper and then a very close male Red Phalarope with a tiny chick.  This was 

also a flower rich area with many species seen including Purple, Tufted and Brook Saxifrage, Sulphur-coloured 

Buttercup and Arctic Cinquefoil. On boarding the zodiacs we noticed Kittiwakes feeding on tiny pink 

Crustaceans in company with Black Guillemots and Long-tailed Ducks.  Back on board the sun was casting a 

beautiful orange glow on the snow capped peaks of eastern Spitsbergen away to our right.  

Day 9 Monday 13th July

Hornsund

Noon Position 77° 02´N, 16° 32´E

Air temperature +6° C

After a 7.30am wake up call and a bit of a late breakfast we found ourselves entering Hornsund, a dramatic 

landscape of ice capped mountains, towering cliffs and ice.  The rugged shape of the mountains is due to a series 

of sedimentary rocks which have been caught up in the Caledonian mountain-building episode some 400 million 

years ago and rotated 90 degrees in the process, so that the strata are now approximately vertical. 

Our plan was to make a landing, however, a stiff easterly wind ruled out this option, so instead we cruised down 

the sound and visited each of the 4 glaciers at the heads of the arterial fjords which lead off this spectacular water 

way.  This proved to be an inspired decision as it turned out to be a red letter morning!
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In the first fjord we were privileged to find a pod of Beluga Whales; turning the ship we followed these white 

whales for a long time, witnessing their melon shaped heads, creamy white colour and thick tail stocks.  

Separating into 2 smaller groups, a minimum of 13 animals were counted.

Still elated we headed towards the next glacier.  Here, where a melt water stream ran into the sea we located an 

exquisite flock of 9 King Eider, including 7 adult males.  As we watched them through the “scope”, a Red-

throated Diver swam past and there were 2 Ivory Gull’s on the beach.  Then the shout went up “swimming 

Polar Bear”, as the ‘top-deckers’ located the black nose of a bear some way out into the water, making his way 

through the melting ice!

Surely the third glacier couldn’t be as good!  Well, it was!  Not only did we have excellent views of up to 7 Ivory 

Gull’s perched on floating ice close to the boat, we also witnessed the glacier calve (sections of ice breaking off 

and falling into the water) on 2 occasions.  The melting edge of the glacier attracted hundreds of Kittiwakes, 

many of which followed the boat to feed on the Polar Cod exposed as we broke the ice.  

We sailed to the final glacier with high expectations and again we were not to be disappointed.  A Bearded Seal 

was hauled out on the ice and we re-located what was presumably some of the same pod of Beluga Whales and 

enjoyed excellent views as they cruised along the edge of the glacier.

Time had flown by and before we knew it we were being called indoors for a much appreciated lunch. Fed and 

watered, the wind had sufficiently eased for us to land at Nashamna, a low lying area of glacial moraines and the 

site of a 17th century English whaling station.  Whale bones and vertebrate are still scattered over the site, as are 

the remains of the sleeping huts.  One shuddered to think about the harsh conditions these whalers must have 

survived in – no goretex then! Artic Skuas showed a complete lack of fear and came to investigate the group, 

while Drooping Saxifrage was new for the plant list.  Most of all however, the stunning views and chance for a 

longish walk were most appreciated.

Arriving back on the boat, we cruised a short distance and moored up in the shelter of a fjord.  We were then 

treated to a lavish barbeque on deck, complete with Russian dancing and the dramatic backdrop of the icy 

mountains - all in all, quite a surreal experience!  A jovial evening finished with a good old fashioned sing song in 

the bar.

Day 10 Tuesday 14rth July

Tordenskjord Bukta – Poolepynten

Noon Position 78° 17´N, 12° 53´E

Air temperature +12° C

Another lovely morning greeted us with a warm breeze from the south. Our first landing took place on a sandy 

beach adjacent to spectacular, red-brown skerries and pinnacles of Caledonian marble along the coast. Inland the 

marble was mostly covered by a gently undulating blanket of ground moraine a few metres thick, which was laid 

down during the recent glacial maximum – an ideal substrate for an easy tundra walk.
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Just off the beach we encountered an Arctic Fox caching a young Barnacle Goose gosling.  Reindeer antlers 

littered the ground in this rodentless landscape, on several occasions we were closely approached by curious 

Reindeer.  Several broods of Barnacle and Pink-footed Geese were seen.  Displaying Purple Sandpipers were also 

seen.  Wildflowers were everywhere and botanists were treated to our first sightings of Alpine Saxifrage, Bog 

Saxifrage, Arctic Mouse-ear Chickweed, Nodding Lychnis, and Pigmy Buttercup.

Our final beach landing was at Poolepynten for a popular visit to our second Walrus haul-out of the trip.  Our 

luck with Walrus continued as we were treated to numerous close approaches as we sat lined up along the beach.  

Another large group was hauled out on the beach behind us and entertained us with their constant jostling 

around.  Nearby nesting Arctic Terns scolded and dived at anyone who approached their nests.  It was another 

great wildlife experience and a great way to end our tour.

Day 11 Wednesday 15th July

Longyearbyen

We woke alongside the dock in Longyearbyen, had breakfast, said our good-byes and headed into town. Some of 

us took a walk along the shore road to the dog kennels where we found a good variety of birds including Red-

throated Diver, Barnacle Geese, Ringed Plover, Dunlin, Purple Sandpipers and Snow Buntings. Close to the road 

we had to brave the attacks of several nesting Arctic Terns and near the kennels were several pairs of Eider with 

young, one of which we watched being taken by a Glaucous Gull. 

Back in town the others were shopping or looking at flowers including Polar Campion before we went to the 

airport for our flights home. It had been a memorable trip during which we had covered 1182 nautical miles!

Receive our e-newsletter

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up.

Naturetrek Facebook

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. 

Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485%20
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Species Lists

Birds

July

Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

1 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata 1 1 1 1 1 1

2 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis           

3 Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus 17 59 10 4 4

4 Brent Goose Branta bernicla 15

5 Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 37 12 10 10 100

6 King Eider Somateria spectabilis 5 9 5

7 Eider Somateria mollissima          

8 Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 3 4 13 2 1

9 Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus 2

10 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 1 1 2

11 Turnstone Arenaria interpres 2

12 Sanderling Calidris alba 1

13 Dunlin Calidris alpina 5 4

14 Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima 2 2 1 2 3 6

15 Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 12 2 1

16 Great Skua Stercorarius skua 2 1 3 7 3 2 1 1

17 Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus 1 11 1

18 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 6 6 10      

19 Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus 3 1

20 Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla           

21 Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea 1 2 2 10 2 4 5 13 1

22 Herring Gull Larus argentatus 1

23 Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus           

24 Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea           

25 Brunnich's Guillemot Uria lomvia          

26 Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle           

27 Puffin Fratercula arctica    3 1 2

28 Little Auk Alle alle         

29 Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis        

Mammals

July

Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

1 Polar Bear Ursus maritimus 4 2 4 4 4 3 1

2 Arctic Fox Alopex lagopus 2 1

3 Svalbard Reindeer Rangifer tarandus 4 17 9 5 50

4 Walrus Odobenus rosmarus 20 6 33 3 50

5 Bearded Seal Erignathus barbatus 1 2 2 5 2 4 2

6 Harp Seal Phoca groenlandica 22 37 9 5 8

7 Ringed Seal Phoca hispida 20 10 10 10   

8 Beluga Whale Delphinapterus leucas 14

9 Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata 3 1

10 Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae 1
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Plants

Polar Fir Clubmoss Hyperiza selogo ssp arctica Purple Saxifrage Saxifraga opppositifolia

Polar Willow Salix polaris Hawk-weed Leaved Saxifrage S. hieracifolia

Alpine Bistort Polygonum viviparum Alpine Saxifrage S. nivalis

Mountain Sorrel Oxyria digyna Bog Saxifrage S. hirculus

Arctic Chickweed Stellaria humifusa Drooping Saxifrage S.cernua

Arctic Mouse-ear Cerastium arctica Brook Saxifrage S. rivularis

Polar Campion Silene uralensis Tufted Saxifrage S. cespitosa

Moss Campion Silene acaulis Arctic Cinquefoil Potentilla hyparctica

Arctic Buttercup Ranunculus hyperboreus Oysterleaf Mertensia maritima

Snow Buttercup Ranunculus nivalis Mountain Avens Dryas octopetala

Sulphur-coloured Buttercup Ranunculus sulphurous Arctic Bell-heather Cassiope tetragona

Pygmy Buttercup Ranunculus pygmaeus Woolly Lousewort Pedicularis dasyantha

Svalbard Poppy Papaver dahlianum Hairy Lousewort P. hirsuta

Polar Scurveygrass Cochlearia groenlandica Arctic Cottongrass Eriophorum scheuchzeri

White Arctic Whitlow-grass Draba spp Alpine Hair-grass Deschampsia alpina

Yellow Arctic Whitlow-grass Draba spp

Other Taxa

Polar  Cod Boreogadus saida Winged Snail Limacina helicina


