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Tour participants: Polar Quest Expedition team; Matt Eade, Mike Crewe and Matthew Capper (Naturetrek tour 

leaders) with 45 Naturetrek clients. 

  

Summary 
 

Ten days onboard the MS Quest, visiting many sites in the north-west segment of this Arctic paradise can only be 

described as the most phenomenal wildlife experience one can have. This year’s June tour was jam-packed with 

highlights – outstanding views of Polar Bears, a close encounter with a Blue Whale, visiting a huge Little Auk 

colony, sailing in the pack ice above 80 degree north, Arctic Foxes, nesting Long-tailed Skuas, resting Walruses, 

exquisite onboard dining and accommodation, a brilliant expedition crew… the list is almost endless, but all made 

for a trip of a lifetime for all involved. 

 

Day 1                Tuesday 20th June 
 

London to Oslo 

 

After our flights from the UK, the group arrived in Oslo early evening and checked in to the conveniently-placed 

Raddison Blu Hotel at Oslo Airport. There was a briefing by the three tour leaders before everyone went their 

own way, either off to sleep or to have dinner. 

 

Day 2           Wednesday 21st June 
 

Oslo to Longyearbyen 

 

It was an early awakening to ensure we could check in with plenty of time, have breakfast at the hotel or airport, 

then catch the 2hr 45min flight to Longyearbyen, Spitsbergen. The flight’s final approach was simply stunning, 

with vast, mountainous landscapes smothered in patches of snow creating a truly stunning winter wonderland. We 

soon touched down and were surprised by how warm it was – already mid-teens and ensuring there was little need 

for the thermal gear we were wearing. 

 

Once we had gathered and sorted our bags, we were taken into Longyearbyen town and went our different ways, 

with some grabbing their pre-booked boots and others going for lunch, while most went for a birdwatching walk 

down to the coastline and to some lagoons. Species encountered included some obliging Purple Sandpipers 

(appearing very different to their winter plumage seen in the UK), some nesting pale-morph Arctic Skuas, two 

drake King Eiders and many Barnacle Geese. Back at the meeting point, a few Brünnich’s Guillemots were spotted 

up on the high cliffs above the town, before we made our way by coach to the MS Quest – our home for the next 

10 days.  

 

After the obligatory welcome and safety briefings, we set sail out into the fjord, bound for the open ocean where 

we were to track north along the western edge of Spitsbergen. Some great bird sightings were had before and after 

our first meal together, which included several sizeable flocks of Little Auks and Brünnich’s Guillemots, a handful 

of Puffins, an adult Pomarine Skua and many Glaucous Gulls. As we exited the fjord, frustratingly the fog 

descended and therefore most of us called it a day, though this was difficult to achieve with the 24-hour daylight! 
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Day 3              Thursday 22nd June 
 

Ny London to 14 Julibukta 

 

The day began foggy, but thankfully this soon lifted in time for breakfast. Early doors provided the early risers 

with myriad auks, comprising mostly Little Auks and Brünnich’s Guillemots. As we entered Kongsfjorden, the few 

people out on deck were treated to a surfacing Fin Whale, but an even more spectacular sighting was a pod of ca. 

75 Beluga Whales – a mega sighting and we enjoyed these for half an hour before dragging ourselves away for a 

first of many excellent buffet breakfasts. After this and a compulsory zodiac briefing (which ended at the perfect 

time as an adult Long-tailed Skua cruised by the stern), we boarded the zodiacs for our first time, to land at Ny 

London. We split into two groups, one for a botany walk and the other for a birding walk, but with both groups 

seeing pretty much the same species of each. Both walks were at a slow pace and lots of birds were found, including 

a male Ptarmigan, Snow Bunting, Turnstone, Purple Sandpiper, two Long-tailed Skuas, Arctic Skua and both 

breeding Red-throated Diver and Long-tailed Duck. We acquainted ourselves with some of the more common 

species of plant such as the ubiquitous Purple Saxifrage, Polar Willow, Reticulated Willow, Alpine Whitlow-grass 

and Moss Campion. After this successful walk, it was time for lunch and then a chilly sail out of the fjord and 

slightly northwards to a spectacular glacier. On this journey, we encountered no fewer than six Minke Whales, no 

doubt helped by the flat calm conditions, and as we continued to our final location (Fjortende Julibukta - 14th of 

July Bay) of the day, three drake King Eiders were intermixed with a flock of Common Eider.  

 

We then donned our human-size outfits ready for our zodiac cruise. The initial cliff ledges held mostly Brünnich’s 

Guillemots and a few Puffins, but much higher up were several thousand breeding Kittiwakes, whilst in the fjord 

itself was a Harbour Seal. The geology of the area was equally impressive too. As we neared a beach ready for a 

short botanising walk, one zodiac located an Arctic Fox up on the slopes above. Mild chaos ensued, but despite 

much effort, the fox proved a challenge and was soon lost amongst the rough terrain. Therefore, botany was 

resumed, with highlights being Pygmy Buttercup, Tufted Saxifrage, Alpine Rockcress, Hawkweed-leaved Saxifrage 

and Greenland Scurvygrass. A Northern Wheatear posed for a short time, making a change of passerine from the 

omnipresent Snow Buntings. We re-boarded the zodiacs and made our way to the very impressive Fjortende 

Julibreen glacier rising above us, with different shades of blue, white and grey, and we all looked in awe at the sheer 

beauty in front of us. It was sadly soon time to return to the vessel, then after a quick freshen up, we enjoyed a 

‘Captain’s Drink’s,’ dinner, and a fine talk by tour leader, Mike Crewe, on the intricacies of botany ID before 

tiredness for all meant it was time to call it a day.  

 

Day 4            Friday 23rd June 
 

Ny-Alesund & Ossian Sarsfjellet 

 

Early morning the ship had re-positioned to Ny-Alesund, opposite the site we were at the day before. As we 

moored, an impressive pod of Beluga Whales was located, perhaps holding over 50 individuals, and what were 

thought to be the same Minke Whales as the previous day were also still present in the fjord, with at least four 

animals sighted.  

 

Ny-Alesund is known as the most northerly permanently community and has been a launch point for many polar 

expeditions in the past. After an introduction to the site from one of the expedition staff, everyone was left to 
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wander, and between us, we conjured up some excellent species, with the highlight by far being a pair of summer-

plumaged Grey (Red) Phalaropes. Long-tailed Ducks, Arctic Terns and Red-throated Divers were holding their 

respective territories, mostly on the freshwater pools, with some Arctic Terns becoming particularly feisty as we 

encroached.  The shop was a welcome relief for those who enjoy a bit of retail therapy, whilst the waffle stand was 

also a particular highlight, with the smell of fresh waffle wafting down the main drag of the town. It was an 

enjoyable excursion around this research settlement, before we cruised further into the fjord seeing an adult Long-

tailed Skua and several Little Auks as we approached the impressive cliff ahead, which was littered with breeding 

Kittiwakes and fewer Brünnich’s Guillemots. We anchored, had lunch, and after a restful hour, went about getting 

ourselves ready for our excursion, which was either a zodiac cruise or a hike up the hill to view the colony from 

above. 

 

For the hikers, the initial descent was highlighted by a pair of Ptarmigan – the male had clearly taken a liking to a 

dust bath as its plumage was far from clean; the female, however, was splendidly clean… a further six were seen 

on the hike/cruise. A small group of Reindeer showed impeccably well, but the ultimate highlight here was a 

sublime Arctic Fox that gave the assembled crowd the most incredible show as it strutted past, seemingly oblivious 

to the souls watching it. On the zodiac cruise, a journey underneath the bird cliffs and through the myriad icebergs 

revealed many shades of blue, plus a sighting of a Bearded Seal, a few Harbour Seals, an unusual sighting of a 

female Wigeon, plus a few good flowers including Eskimo Buttercup, Alpine and Nodding Saxifrages and Hairy 

Lousewort. 

 

It was then a case of departing the bay and slowly heading north overnight. On the journey out, up to three Minke 

Whales were found and hundreds of Little Auks were bombing past the vessel, including some impressive high-

flying flocks, being very reminiscent of Starlings. Another excellent meal was followed by a short presentation 

from Matt, plus the checklist, which unsurprisingly, didn’t take too long to complete, yet, we had seen some 

incredible wildlife in only three days! 

 

Day 5               Saturday 24th June 
 

Bjornfjorden; Smeerenburgbreen; Fuglesongen; Raudfjorden 

 

Having cruised to near the north-western tip of Spitsbergen, it was noticeably cooler as we arrived on deck in the 

early hours. The usual birds were present, but as we sailed between two islands, the first of five Walruses surfaced, 

showing off6 their impressive tusks. Continuing into the fjord, the scenery got better and better – snow-patterned 

mountains, turquoise blue waters, mini-bergs and impressive glaciers made the scene tranquil… despite the bitingly 

cold temperatures! 

 

After breakfast, many braved the elements outside and were rewarded with two Bearded Seals, plus some 

unidentified seals which were either Harbour or Ringed, but views were not good enough for a conclusive ID. It 

was then a case of slowly encroaching upon a Walrus carcass at Frambukta, as sightings that very morning indicated 

the presence of our main quarry of the trip. We slowly sailed by with no sign other than many Glaucous Gulls 

feeding upon the minor scraps which remained, but, after some diligent scanning, two Polar Bears were located 

on the nearby hillside causing utmost joy amongst everyone! A mother and cub both snuggled up in the snow were 

a joy to watch as they laid there for over two hours, with the cub even getting up for a walk and suckling from the 
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mother at one point – a rare sighting indeed! Much celebration was had out on deck after this momentous sighting 

and a ‘first’ for many of the group… and a huge sigh of relief for the tour leaders. 

 

With little movement from the fabulous duo, we let them be without disturbing them and carried on northwards 

along the coast to the small island of Fuglesongen – home to many thousands of nesting pairs of Little Auks. 

There were two options for the groups, with a zodiac cruise along the coast, and a walk along unsteady terrain to 

the outskirts of the colony. The former option provided views of the birds flying in mass off the cliffs, although 

with a bumpy sea and a cold wind blowing, the time on the sea was short-lived. However, for the walkers, it could 

only be described as a lifetime moment… a 90-minute vigil spent in amongst the cacophony of noise and melee 

of this frantic colony was another surreal moment during our excellent spell of wildlife-watching today. This wasn’t 

it though, as when we were close to departing the island, a superb (almost fully white) Arctic Fox was spotted high 

up on the mountain. Once back on the vessel, we set sail bound for the northern coastline, heading east and into 

Raudfjorden. However, whilst we were having dinner and just about to begin our third course, the shout of Polar 

Bear got announced and we were rapidly up and out and watching our third bear of the day. This individual was 

initially on an ice spit, but then swam across the mouth of the bay and climbed out onto the base of the cliffs. It 

was constantly on the move and after a good 45-minutes of observing this presumed male, we turned the ship and 

set off to our anchoring position for the night – days rarely get better than this for wildlife enthusiasts.  

 

Day 6          Sunday 25th June 
 

Breibogen/Pack Ice towards Moffen Island 

 

The day dawned foggier than hoped, therefore, during breakfast we made progress north-north-east towards 

Moffen Island, soon hitting the pack ice for the first time. Prior to breakfast, a Bearded Seal performed very well 

as it investigated the vessel, and after breakfast, one of the biggest surprises of the day was a male Red-necked 

Phalarope ‘spinning around’ on the sea’s surface, visible for a short time. We then hit our first lumps of ice and 

soon our first seals resting atop. Most numerous were the smaller and darker Ringed Seals, while Bearded Seals 

were also fairly regularly seen, appearing like logs on the pack ice, and two Harp Seals were also found. Pockets of 

open water attracted many Little Auks and Kittiwakes, the latter keen on fishing in the turquoise waters once we 

had broken the ice for them. It wasn’t too long before we had our first Ivory Gull fly past, and although distant, a 

little while later two superb ghostly Ivory Gulls did a closer fly past, as did a near-adult Long-tailed Skua. The gulls 

were particularly welcome as they proved to be our only Ivory Gulls of the entire trip. Progression through the ice 

was slow but exciting and was particularly enlivened by a small group of resting Walruses with a dark-morph 

Pomarine Skua harassing the Kittiwakes next to them.  

 

The captain approached the Walruses very carefully, ensuring we were able to watch these resting giants for over 

an hour without disturbing them at any point – another privileged occasion. Another Ivory Gull joined close-by 

and landed on the ice, almost disappearing with its cryptic plumage, which was a lovely finale to our Walrus 

sighting.  
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Due to a shift in the pack ice while watching the Walruses, we were unable to make progress through the thicker 

ice towards Moffen Island, therefore, we retraced our steps in a south-westerly direction through the ice and 

passing a Russian vessel along the way, which attracted much bemused attention from the onlookers onboard the 

Quest, mainly as it had two hot tubs at its stern and perhaps the world’s most northern bikini wearer at that time? 

Soon we had reached open water, ready for our evening review of the day, the daily checklist and another 

sumptuous dinner. Afterwards, we entered a fjord to anchor for the evening, this probably being the most 

atmospheric evening of the trip – clear blue skies, no wind and snowy hillsides all around us was an absolute joy, 

so much so a few stayed up to admire the midnight sun, all while four Arctic Foxes, a male Walrus, a distant 

Bearded Seal, some distant Belugas, a Minke Whales, two Arctic Skuas and hundreds of other birds helped the 

night time hours fly by. 

 

Day 7         Monday 26th June 
 

Raudfjord; Hamiltonbukta; Sallyhamna; Fuglefjorden 

 

A day that has two Polar Bears, 50 Beluga Whales, a King Eider, both Fin & Minke Whale, four Arctic Foxes and 

a Walrus can only be described as a phenomenal day…! 

 

Wow… what a morning scenescape for everyone as they emerged from their cabins. A beautifully clear and calm 

morning began with a magnificent pod of approximately 50 Beluga Whales hunkered against an ice sheet, which 

we followed distantly for some time as we slowly made our way out of the fjord. The Arctic Foxes were still on an 

ice sheet and the male Walrus had mostly remained in situ. With the sun beaming down onto the flat calm sea, a 

polar plunge was arranged for after breakfast, and five hardy souls took to the gangway and jumped into the two-

degree Celsius water, with onlookers from above feeling very smug as they watched on in their winter gear. 

 

Progression through the packice  
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It was then a slow exit out of the spectacular fjord and southwards to our base to undertake a zodiac cruise for the 

afternoon activity. This cruise lasted roughly 2.5 hours, which wasn’t enough as the weather and wildlife were just 

spectacular, and no one wanted it to end. It started off with a visit to two trapping huts at Sallyhamna, before 

negotiating a superb glacial fjord which held plenty of birds, including a beautiful drake King Eider for a few of 

the vessels. Some excellent views of Arctic Skuas, Black Guillemots and Arctic Terns were had, but the surprise 

find was a ‘Tundra’ Peregrine which was initially chasing a Snow Bunting before perching on some rocks, although 

it remained distant. After negotiating some glacial ice, we all then had some lovely views of a Bearded Seal laying 

on the ice, while a Harp Seal was sticking to its inquisitive ways and not being shy one bit, all before making our 

way back to the Quest, negotiating yet more fast-moving ice on our way.  

It was then a case of relaxing and savouring the wildlife we had just seen, until an announcement from the bridge 

had everyone leaping for their coats, binoculars and cameras as a young male Polar Bear was spotted swimming 

and then walking along the coastline. Although this was now our fourth bear, we were over the moon to have this 

magnificent animal much closer than the previous sightings. Not only this, we had the bear all to ourselves as it 

coasted southwards, and unbeknown to us at the time, towards the location of our first sighting at Frambukta 

from two days ago. At this point, a much larger Polar Bear (another male) was seen marching towards the young 

male bear! When both were within maybe 500 metres of one another, the young male caught the other’s scent, 

raised up on its back legs, and scarpered inland. Both soon passed one another, albeit at a distance, but the older 

individual wasn’t too impressed and followed the exact pawprints until both bears were lost to sight – the most 

incredible encounter yet again. 

 

With this sighting, progress was then made northwards towards the oceanic shelf; on our way out of the 

archipelago, a small pod of dolphins was spotted, and one was definitely a White-beaked Dolphin, but the choppy 

Raudfjord 
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conditions made it difficult to view the others. That wasn’t it for the cetaceans though, as in the same bay, three 

large blows revealed the presence of a Fin Whale, rounding off a most memorable day. 

 

Day 8                Tuesday 27th June 
 

80 degrees north in pack ice; sail south towards Isfjorden 

 

We had overnighted in the ice, and due to the southerly winds, we had shifted north with the ice, but this did mean 

we had a calm night on the water instead of on the rolling waves outside of the ice. The turquoise icebergs, low 

cloud and light drizzle made for a particular bleak feel in the area, although perhaps this is what one would expect 

from being at over 80 degrees north. Little Auks, Black Guillemots and many Fulmars were seen skimming over 

the icy scene, with the latter species looking superb as the dark plumage of the ‘blue morph’ birds contrasted with 

the pale background.  

 

The sightings were rather slow, however, so after lunch we made our way south and the plan was to arrive at 

Isfjorden in the early morning the following day, therefore, we had plenty of miles to get under our belt.  

 

Conditions proved difficult initially as there was low cloud about, so one of the expedition staff put on an afternoon 

talk, whilst the hardy Naturetrek leaders and a handful of clients searched endlessly to find a cetacean, but to no 

avail, although there were plenty of Little Auks and Puffins to keep morale high. It wasn’t until after dinner and 

after a documentary that things started to pick up on the cetacean side of proceedings. Firstly, at roughly 10pm, 

three White-beaked Dolphins joined the ship for a short time and then two Fin Whales  were located, which 

casually spent over an hour in the same vicinity, allowing those who weren’t in bed some incredible views of this 

huge mammal; a Minke Whale was also seen briefly and a little later on another whale blow was spotted, although 

it was difficult to ascertain the species. 

 

Day 9           Wednesday 28th June 
 

Russekeila & Borebukta 

 

As was already a theme for the overnight sessions throughout the voyage, Matt, Mike and Matthew worked through 

periods of the night to ensure that very few species would be missed. The group had yet to set eyes on a Blue 

Whale, which is far from guaranteed, and sightings are not annual. However, at 3.45am, Matt spotted the blow of 

a Blue Whale at some distance away. It was a tense 20-minutes before we arrived at a good distance from the 

animal to make absolutely sure it was a Blue Whale, and it was in a calm temperament. The announcement went 

out and very soon a large percentage of the group were out on deck and enjoying some quite incredible views of 

the gentle giant. Unconcerned by our presence, the whale was constantly feeding, maybe giving four blows at the 

surface before attempting a shallow dive, meaning only three full tale flukes were witnessed… but what an animal 

and easily one of the highlights of the trip.  

 

We left the beast to it, with most clients heading back to bed for a few more hours before breakfast. Just as 

breakfast was called at 7.30am, another two Blue Whales were spotted (one close and one afar), but due to time 

constraints, we didn’t attempt to encroach on these and instead continued on our merry way.  
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Our first landing for a few days was scheduled before lunch and the approach into the area provided us with 

another six Minke Whales, plus the usual birds, although offshore from the landing site, a flock of Common Eider 

held a minimum of five King Eider (three drakes). The excursion at Russekeila allowed all to stretch their legs and 

to search for some of the region’s finest plants, with Svalbard Poppy, Pale, Corymbose and White Arctic Whitlow-

grass, Curved Wood-rush, Mountain Lousewort and Jagged Cinquefoil among the species seen. 

 

It was then a short sail into Isfjord to Borebukta for a zodiac cruise to get up close and personal with a Walrus 

haul-out. The gathering of mainly male Walruses, allowed a gentle and close approach, allowing superb views for 

us all. Even better were the duo of King Eider that showed very well and allowed for wonderful photographic 

opportunities – much to the relief of many who had this species down as a main target to see. A couple of Long-

tailed Duck, our first two Dunlin, a Long-tailed Skua and some Pink-footed Geese were the avian highlights of the 

cruise, but the relaxation observed at the glacier itself, as we listened to the cracks and ‘thunder-like’ sounds coming 

from within, were just as good.  

 

The evening ended in style as our wonderful hotelier crew had put on a special treat for us, this being a barbeque 

on the stern, plus a disco, with a surprising number of people taking part in the dancing… for some, a barbeque 

and disco has been completed at both polar regions. It was a brilliant evening and as we had anchored, we would 

have a very calm night ahead of us, ready for our final full day in Spitsbergen.  

 

Day 10               Thursday 29th June 
 

Alkhornet & Diabasodden 

 

We awoke to yet more fine weather with no breeze and overcast conditions. After breakfast, we made our 

penultimate landing to Alkhornet and split into two groups to cover the lower ground below a Kittiwake and 

Brunnich’s Guillemot colony. The cliffs which held the colonies rose well above sea level to 428m in height and 

Walrus 
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were shrouded in low cloud, creating a very atmospheric setting. A distant Arctic Fox was seen from the ship, but 

we failed to find one on the land during our 90-minute walk. We did however see plenty of Reindeer, which 

included two youngsters that darted about without a care in the world. Notable plants included our first Arctic 

Golden-saxifrage and more Polar Buttercup and Pale Whitlow-grass, while notable birds included Pink-footed 

Geese, some very showy Glaucous Gulls and plenty of Snow Buntings. A recently killed Reindeer was evidence 

that a Polar Bear wasn’t too far away, but fortunately one didn’t pass while we were present.  

 

It was back on ship and a slow three-hour journey further up the fjord (passing Longyearbyen) to our next 

destination of Diabasodden. Here, we split into three groups, with two walking up the steep cliff to view the myriad 

seabirds, which comprised mainly of Puffin and Brunnich’s Guillemot, with the former showing down to a matter 

of metres. With summer arriving late this year, the flowers had been slow to bloom but the walk up the cliff also 

produced some excellent botany, with Polar Jacob’s-ladder, Northern and Spitsbergen Catchflys and Spider 

Saxifrage being among the chief prizes for the plant-seeking folk. 

 

The ‘slow’ group took things nice and easy but came up trumps with two excellent sightings of Arctic Fox. The 

first was pursuing Barnacle goslings and was successful in hunting at least three; although a rather gruesome thing 

to see, to witness this amazing nature in action was a true privilege for those who saw it. The next sighting was 

from a mini zodiac cruise along the base of another headland to the east that contained breeding Puffin, Brünnich’s 

Guillemot and Black Guillemot; here, a fox showed incredibly well along the beach allowing for some brilliant 

photographic opportunities.  

 

This afternoon was our final outing with our excellent expedition staff – soon after coming onboard, we had 

farewell captain’s drinks and our final excellent three-course meal. The staff then put on a wonderful slideshow of 

the photographic highlights from the trip, before we then had to pack our bags and head off to bed for our final 

night on the Quest, having docked at Longyearbyen. 

 

Day 11            Friday 30th June 
 

Longyearbyen; flight to Oslo 

 

We disembarked the Quest at 8am and headed into town where some went for a birding walk or just a nice 

meander around the shops. The walk produced some great sightings, with a Shoveler proving the most unexpected. 

Eider, Barnacle Geese, Arctic Skua and Purple Sandpiper were seen in excellent numbers, and those keen enough, 

managed to walk all of the way to the Polar Bear sign on the outskirts of the town.  

 

It was soon time to get the coach to the airport and fly south to Oslo. The view of the mountain scape as we 

ascended above the low clouds was beautiful – our time on Spitsbergen had come to an end, but what a journey 

and adventure and one that won’t be forgotten anytime soon.  

 

Day 12           Saturday 1st July 
 

We departed Oslo early afternoon, landing at Heathrow at a sensible time and going our separate ways. 
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Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

    June 2023 

Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Pale-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla hrota           ✓ ✓         

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope       1               

Shoveler Spatula clypeata                     1 

King Eider Somateria spectabilis   3 ✓       1   7     

Common Eider Somateria mollissima   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis     4 ✓         ✓     

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serratur                 1     

Rock Ptarmigan Lagopus muta     1 7               

Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula   ✓ ✓ ✓         ✓   ✓ 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres     ✓                 

Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓       ✓ ✓ 

Dunlin Calidris alpina                 2   1 

Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius       2               

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus           1           

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea           5           

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fusca     1                 

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Great Skua Stercorarius skua   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓     

Pomarine Skua Stercorarius 
pomarinus 

  1   1   1           

Arctic Skua Stercorarius 
parasiticus 

  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius 
longicaudus 

  1 3 1 1 1     1     

Little Auk Alle alle   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Brunnich's Guillemot Uria lomvia   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Peregrine Falcon 
(Tundra) 

Falco peregrinus 
tundrius 

            1         

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe     1 1               

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 

 

 



Spitsbergen – Realm of the Polar Bear Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek July 23 12 
 

Mammals 

    June 2023 

Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Arctic Fox Vulpes lagopus     1 2 3 2 4   2 3   

Polar Bear Ursus maritimus         3   2         

Walrus Odobenus rosmarus   1     5 9 ✓   ✓ ✓   

Bearded Seal Erignathus barbatus       1 3 ✓ ✓         

Harp Seal Pagophilus 
groenlandicus 

          2 1         

Harbour Seal Phoca vitulina     2 2 ✓   2         

Ringed Seal Pusa hispida           ✓           

Reindeer Rangifer tarandus   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓   

Beluga Whale Delphinapterus leucas     75 50     50         

Minke Whale Balaenoptera 
acutorostrata 

    7 3 1   1   5     

Blue Whale Balaenoptera 
musculus 

                3     

Fin Whale Balaenoptera 
physalus 

    1       1 2       

White-beaked Dolphin  Lagenorhynchus 
albirostris 

            1 2       

 

Plants 

Common name Scientific name Location 

   

P04 Equisetaceae Rich. ex DC.    

Field Horsetail Equisetum arvense   

97 Juncaceae Juss.   

Two-flowered Rush Juncus biglumis Ossian Sarsfjellet 

Curved Wood-rush Luzula arcuata Russekeila 

Northern Wood-rush Luzula confusa Ossian Sarsfjellet 

98 Cyperaceae Juss.    

Scheuchzer's Cottongrass Eriophorum scheuchzeri Longyearbyen 

Hoppner Sedge Carex subspathacea Longyearbyen 

Rock Sedge Carex rupestris Diabasodden 

Nard Sedge Carex nardina   

103 Poaceae Barnhart    

Spiked Oat-grass Trisetum spicatum Longyearbyen 

Alpine Foxtail Alopecurus magellanicus   

Tufted Hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa   

106 Papaveraceae Juss.   

Spitsbergen Poppy Papaver polare Russekeila 

111 Ranunculaceae Juss.   

Eskimo Buttercup Ranunculus arcticus Diabasodden 

Pygmy Buttercup Ranunculus pygmaeus Fjortende Julibukta 

Mountain Buttercup Ranunculus nivalis Ossian Sarsfjellet 

Polar Buttercup Ranunculus sulphureus Alkhornet 
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Common name Scientific name Location 

Subarctic Buttercup Ranunculus samojedorum    

129 Saxifragaceae Juss.   

Hawkweed-leaved Saxifrage Micranthes hieraciifolia  Fjortende Julibukta 

Alpine Saxifrage Micranthes nivalis  Fjortende Julibukta 

Slender Snow Saxifrage Micranthes tenuis    

Marsh Saxifrage Saxifraga hirculus Diabasodden 

Spider Saxifrage Saxifraga flagellaris Diabasodden 

Purple Saxifrage Saxifraga oppositifolia   

Drooping Saxifrage Saxifraga cernua   

Tufted Saxifrage Saxifraga cespitosa   

Arctic Golden-saxifrage Chrysosplenium tetrandrum Alkhornet 

143 Rosaceae Juss.   

Mountain Avens Dryas octopetala    

Beautiful Arctic Cinquefoil Potentilla pulchella Ossian Sarsfjellet 

Ragged Cinquefoil Potentilla hyparctica Ossian Sarsfjellet 

204 Salicaceae Mirb.   

Net-leaved Willow Salix reticulata Ny London 

Polar Willow Salix polaris   

270 Brassicaceae Burnett   

Alpine Rock-cress Arabis alpina Fjortende Julibukta 

Alpine Whitlowgrass Draba alpina   

Pale Whitlowgrass Draba oxycarpa   

Corymbose Whitlowgrass Draba corymbosa Russekeila 

Rock Whitlowgrass Draba norvegica Longyearbyen 

Subcapitate Whitlowgrass Draba subcapitata   

White Arctic Whitlowgrass Draba fladnizensis Russekeila 

Mealy Whitlowgrass Draba arctica Longyearbyen 

Milky Whitlowgrass Draba lactea   

Arctic Cuckooflower Cardamine polemonioides  Fjortende Julibukta 

Greenland Scurvy-grass Cochlearia groenlandica  Fjortende Julibukta 

283 Polygonaceae Juss.   

Alpine Bistort Bistorta vivipara    

Mountain Sorrel Oxyria digyna    

295 Caryophyllaceae Juss.   

Southern Sandwort Cherleria biflora  Longyearbyen 

Mountain Sandwort Sabulina rubella Diabasodden 

Polar Mouse-ear Cerastium regelii   

Arctic Mouse-ear Cerastium arcticum Longyearbyen 

Northern Catchfly Silene uralensis Diabasodden 

Spitsbergen Catchfly Silene involucrata Diabasodden 

Moss Campion Silene acaulis   

329 Polemoniaceae Juss.   

Boreal Jacob's-ladder  Polemonium boreale  Diabasodden 

345 Ericaceae Durande   

Cassiope Cassiope tetragona Longyearbyen 

357a Boraginaceae Juss.   
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Common name Scientific name Location 

Oysterplant Mertensia maritima  Longyearbyen 

387 Orobanchaceae Vent.   

Mountain Lousewort Pedicularis hirsuta  Ossian Sarsfjellet 

   
Locations are given for species seen at a single site, or where showing particularly well at that location. Other species were 
widespread and seen frequently and several locations. 
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