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Tour Leader:     Lauren Hannah (Local Guide) 

 

Tour Participants:    Nick Baker 

     Peter Thompson  

     Connie Flynn 

     Steve Woods 

     Julia Mayne 

     Genevieve Bridgeman 

     Helen Bridgeman 

     Donna Millar 

 

Day 1 Wednesday 26th December 

At 11.07am the Lima flight touched down in the jungle town of Puerto Maldonado, and a group of eight 

Naturetrek guests were met by their two guides and transported in a mini-bus to the Madre de Dios River, just a 

few minutes from the airport.  

 

There we were met by Pepe, the owner of the local operator; our luggage and other supplies were quickly loaded 

onto a long wooden canoe with an outboard motor. We were helped to ‘walk the plank’ to get to the boat 

avoiding the thick mud of the riverbank, and installed ourselves in the comfortable front-facing seats. Lifejackets 

on, and we were ready to start our river journey. The weather was hot with partial cloud cover. Ponchos stowed 

by each seat suggested that a change of weather was possible, but we were lucky and had a clear journey.   

 

Lunch (chicken salad) and drinks were served on the boat, and we settled down to enjoy the journey. Initially we 

went down the vast, brown Madre de Dios River, passing gold miners boats and riverside settlements and farms. 

A left turn up the Las Piedras River took us away from the more populated areas and the further we went, fewer 

signs of people could be seen.  Birds seen on the way included black vulture, greater yellow headed vulture, king 

vulture, white throated toucan and red and green macaws. We slowed at one point to watch a group of squirrel 

monkeys feeding in bushes overhanging the water, and they continued feeding despite our close proximity. 

Further on we passed turtles basking on a partially submerged log, these were to become a common sight and we 

kept a count of how many could be stacked on a single log. 

 

We arrived at Tipishca Lodge, our overnight stay, at 4pm. Leaving our luggage to be brought by handcart we 

walked for 10 minutes along a forest trail from the river to the lodge, passing an enormous ceiba tree, and 

hearing for the first time the yapping of toucans up in the canopy, screaming pihas in the understory and the 

distinctive calls of the undulated tinamou. 

 

Tipishca Lodge has 6 twin room bungalows overlooking Lake Tipishca, as well as a spacious dining room with 

lakeside veranda. We arrived in daylight with time to settle into our bungalows then enjoy the view of the lake 

from the veranda with a cup of tea, binoculars at the ready. Scopes set up on a wooden boat jetty in front of the 

lodge gave excellent views of some of the lakeside birds, including a sunbittern, hoatzin, and Amazon kingfisher. 
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Dinner was served at 7:30pm, and we were early to bed, with the prospect of seeing giant otters in the morning 

before we leave Tipishca to continue up river to the Amazon Rainforest Conservation Centre (ARCC). We went 

to sleep to the sound of frogs calling and insects chirping, the sounds of the living forest at night. 

Day 2 Thursday 27th December 

Breakfast was at 6am and we were all packed up and ready to go to the boat to continue our journey, when a 

giant otter was spotted on the lake, so we had an enjoyable few minutes watching this skilful swimmer diving for 

fish, surfacing and turning close to the boat jetty. We were told that there are two adult giant otters currently 

using Lake Tipishca, and that the locals suspect that they have recently produced young, although it hasn’t been 

seen yet. The otter continued its fishing away from the lodge, and we left to continue our journey. 

 

Once again the weather was hot with partial cloud cover. There was more wildlife to be seen on this stage of the 

journey, including four separate groups of those impressive giant rodents, the capybara; horned screamers on a 

sandbank, and we stopped for photos when our first group of black spider monkeys were spotted. An 

unexpected drama was witnessed when we heard frantic screaming coming from the opposite riverbank. We 

crossed to investigate and saw a diminutive baby white lipped peccary that had somehow separated from its 

mum and the rest of the herd, and was now throwing itself desperately up a muddy and very slippery bit of 

riverbank. The mum came back a couple of times and grunted encouragement, but could he save himself? It 

looked grim when he slipped into the water, but a final effort sent him scrambling for safety, and we heard the 

group clattering teeth and moving on, leaving a strong peccary scent in the air. 

 

We arrived at ARCC in time for lunch and had a rest in our bungalows before the group divided for the 

afternoon activities. In addition to this afternoon we’ll have three full days at ARCC, with the two guides 

offering different activities. In the afternoon, the group divided into two groups of four, one group went on a 

canoe tour of the oxbow lake, the other had an introductory walk. Shortly after a discussion about the snakes in 

the area and the dangers of snake bites, we walked into a 2m long (and pretty harmless) rainbow boa, which 

glided slowly into a hole in the roots of a palm tree. Further on, and pale winged trumpeters were glimpsed as 

they ran along the trail ahead of us, finally going into the cover of the undergrowth. 

 

Dinner at ARCC was at 7:30pm, when we were briefed about a planned early start the next morning to visit a 

parrot and macaw clay lick. 

Day 3 Friday 28th December 

Sure enough, it was an early start. With the weather promising good, we had a 4am wake-up call; just time for a 

restorative cup of coffee before walking by torchlight to the boat, the idea is to get to the clay lick before the 

birds do, to give us the best chances of seeing them without creating a disturbance. After a 20 minute boat 

journey up river the boat pulled into the bank and we began the walk to the first bird hide, known as the macaw 

hide. The path involves a lot of up and down on a muddy trail but we got there with scopes and cameras intact, 

but with no signs of macaw activity at the first hide we continued to the second one, where it is more usual to 

see different species of parrots.  
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We settled in, some very vocal violaceous jays in the tree above us, and gradually a flock of parrots, mainly mealy 

with some yellow crowned, gathered in a tree close to the hide. We got good views of these parrots and some 

blue headed parrots and dusky headed parakeets that came along later, but they didn’t go down to the clay today.  

 

The weather wasn’t ideal, with rainclouds looming, the occasional patch of sunshine keeping us hoping, but by 

8am we were ready for breakfast and headed back to the first hide, where a picnic breakfast had been laid out for 

us.  We lingered a bit longer, turning our attentions to the birds in the forest around the clay lick, then headed 

back to ARCC, with free time until lunch at 1pm. 

 

In the afternoon the group divided again, some going on a walk, others on a lake tour. Despite a brief but 

drenching rain shower (we had our waterproofs with us, of course...) there was plenty of wildlife activity. The 

canoe was paddled slowly round the lake by two of the local guys who stopped for photo opportunities and 

observations whenever we wanted. The lake trip gives good views not only of lake wildlife but of birds and 

animals using the tall trees at the forest edge, or crossing the open sky. Birds seen from the canoe this afternoon 

included: hoatzin (lots of these), neotropical cormorant, anhinga (snake bird) striated heron, rufescent tiger 

heron, white winged swallows, red capped cardinal, lesser kiskadee, Amazon kingfisher, wattled jacana, piebilled 

grebe, ladder tailed nightjar, yellow rumped cacique, scarlet macaws, red and green macaws, mealy parrots, blue 

headed parrots, white throated toucan, ivory billed aracari and osprey.  

 

A giant otter made an appearance, and watching us from the tops of the canopy trees we saw three groups of 

black spider monkeys and lower down, a group of brown capuchin monkeys. With all this to see, it was getting 

dark by the time we turned for home- nightjars and bats flew close to the water surface, and with our torches we 

picked out the red eyeshine of black caiman emerging from the overhanging vegetation at the lake edges. 

 

Dinner was at 7:30, time to swap stories with the rest of the group about what we’ve seen so far. 

Day 4 Saturday 29th December 

Early morning activities offered today were a 4am start to see the sun rise from the canopy platform, or a 6am 

tour of the lake. There’s room to set up scopes on the platform, birds included blue dacnis, orange billed 

euphonia and blue-gray tanager, as well as red and green macaws and russet backed oropendolas.  

 

After breakfast we had the choice of two guided walks, one to see the last large mahogany tree in the area, the 

other to explore the lake island. The weather was hot and stuffy, the forest relatively quiet, and everyone had a 

rest after lunch. 

 

In the afternoon we had the choice of going up the platform to wait for the sunset, or a lake trip.  Only a couple 

of people chose the afternoon lake trip, they were rewarded with four groups of black spider monkeys, brown 

capuchins, and squirrel monkeys, but no otters this time. Amongst the usual lakeside birds, we watched anhingas 

fishing, and swimming so low in the water that just their head and neck could be seen. 

 

Dinner was at 7:30, the platform people reported an impressive sunset and some good views of canopy bird 

species. 
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Day 5 Sunday 30th December 

Today we had the same program as for yesterday, to give everyone the chance to go up the platform if they 

wanted. A later start for the lake trip, we left at 6am and were paddled slowly around the peaceful lake. The three 

giant otters came out to challenge us so we immediately backed the canoe away, this pacified them and we were 

rewarded by seeing them relax and continue fishing.  

 

In the trees around the lake we saw two red howler monkeys, and in a bush overhanging the water, brown 

capuchin monkeys and squirrel monkeys were feeding side by side. At the far end of the lake, a family of black 

spider monkeys swung through the tree-tops, and one adult stretched out for a rest on a branch, legs hanging 

down both sides for balance, reaching out occasionally for a handful of leaves. We heard dusky titis too - a good 

morning for monkeys.  Birds included Ladder tailed nightjar, rufescent tiger heron, green ibis and Amazon 

kingfisher, and a blue throated piping guan flew overhead. On the way back, we saw a red brocket deer at the 

water’s edge. With abundant photo opportunities, we were late for breakfast, but nobody seemed to mind. 

 

10am saw us out again, walking this time, on bamboo trail. The weather looked a bit uncertain so we had full 

waterproofs in our daypacks, but didn’t need them until we were within sight of the bungalows on the way back, 

when the sky opened and we were drenched in seconds. Today’s trail took us through some bamboo forest, a 

special habitat where we were on the look out for bamboo specialist birds such as the Peruvian recurvebill 

hummingbird. We saw two black faced ant-thrushes, but the highlight of the walk was some very clear and 

recent jaguar tracks. We measured one front paw print at 11cm wide. Some slightly smaller tracks in a different 

part of the trail indicated a different individual. 

 

We had a rest after lunch, then the option of another lake trip leaving at 3:30pm. Some chose to relax or stay 

around the lodge grounds for the afternoon; those on the lake tour saw two groups of red howler monkeys and 

one of black spider monkeys, also the large head of a mainly submerged black caiman at the far end of the lake. 

Day 6 Monday 31st December 

Our last chance for a clay lick today, so there was a change in the scheduled program to give us our best chance 

to see the most spectacular of the local clay licks - one where the magnificent red and green macaws are regular 

visitors. We left ARCC at 7:30 am, all luggage on board, the plan being to stop at the clay lick on the way to 

Tipishca. As we approached the clay lick by boat we could see red and green macaws in the surrounding trees; 

we cut the engine and drifted closer, stopping at a point where a trail led into the forest to a viewpoint opposite 

the clay lick itself. We settled in, with scopes and binoculars trained on the macaws in the trees above the cliff, 

opportunities to admire every feather as we watched them play and preen, squabble and chatter. An unusual 

observation - one of the macaws had its upper mandible growing to one side - a cross-bill!  The bird looked in 

good condition and we watched it preen and play with a close companion with no obvious disadvantages to its 

symmetrical neighbours.  

 

At 11am the macaws began to go down to the clay lick and we watched them gouging out chunks of the cliff 

with their powerful mandibles- this part of the cliff now has quite an overhang where the birds have mined a 

seam of clay over time. We estimated about 100 red and green macaws feeding on the clay at any one time, the 

total number higher as birds came and went.  
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Half an hour later and they seemed to have had enough, a few drifting away in small groups, than a vulture 

passing overhead was enough to spook the remaining birds in a sudden flurry to leave the cliff. We walked back 

to the boat and continued our journey to Tipishca, with lunch on the boat, arriving at the lodge at 2pm. 

 

Time to settle into our bungalows, then a walk in the forest from 3:30pm until dark, exploring the trails around 

Tipishca Lake. A surprise mammal sighting for our last walk- a family of armadillos trundling along the trail 

bolted into a burrow when they saw us. We waited, and saw the nose and ears of a baby armadillo emerging from 

the burrow, but it though the better of coming out again when we were there. 

 

7:00 pm was dinner time - and time to celebrate the new year at British time – we did not stay up ‘til midnight 

with the staff, as most of the group were pretty tired after a week of early starts and so many new experiences. 

Day 7 Tuesday 1st January 

An early start for our last day, as we had to get to Puerto Maldonado in time for our morning flight to Cusco and 

Lima. We left Tipishca straight after breakfast and had a good journey back to town, birdwatching continued all 

the way, our last chance for black skimmers, and more king vultures. We got to the airport with plenty of time 

for our onward flight, and a fine last view of the lowland forest as we rose through the high clouds and on 

towards the mountains. 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and 
new dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 


