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Tour Participants: Terry Reis (Tour Leader) and eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Tuesday 1st August 

Outbound to Singapore 

Graham, Julie, Marilyn, Bernard and Tom travelled from London, departing from Heathrow Airport on an 

overnight Singapore Airlines flight to Singapore, a journey of about 13 hours. 

Day 2 Wednesday 2nd August 

Outbound to Port Moresby 

Having arrived late afternoon, they left Singapore on an overnight Air Niugini flight to Port Moresby, a journey 

of about six and a half hours. 

Day 3 Thursday 3rd August 

Port Moresby 

Terry, who had arrived yesterday from Australia, and the Trans Niugini Tours (TNT) local representatives 

Neville and Mark met Graham, Julie, Marilyn, Bernard and Tom before 5.30 in the arrivals hall of Jacksons 

International Airport. We transferred to the nearby Airways Hotel, where we had an early check-in organised. 

Some of us then went for breakfast, during which we met with Jo and Mike and then Adrienne, who had arrived 

the day before. Terry gave a brief synopsis of his relevant work history, some health and safety information and 

an overview of Papua New Guinean culture. This was delivered in dribs and drabs, as people came and went. 

Some of us indulged in leisurely birding around the swimming pool/dining room area, seeing species including 

Willie Wagtail, Fawn-breasted Bowerbird, Singing Starling, Rufous-banded Honeyeater, Black-faced 

Cuckooshrike and Torresian Imperial Pigeon. There was some smoke haze from the typical dry season burning 

in the surrounding landscape but visibility was generally good. The bowerbird and honeyeater were the first taste 

of some of the Australo-Papuan bird families of the area. All nine of us eventually met up at lunch, where Tom 

complained that the first bird he and Bernard saw in PNG was a Tree Sparrow. 

 

At 14.00 we met with Neville, Jerry and Jack from TNT and drove to the grounds of the Pacific Adventist 

University (PAU), a well-known birding site about 25 minutes drive from the hotel. PAU is set in a landscape of 

dry woodland typical of the Port Moresby area and has small patches of lightly treed park-like land, some 

riparian vegetation, open spaces and a number of waterbodies, as well as the university infrastructure. The area 

was very dry for our visit, Port Moresby having had no rain since April. Our anticipated local bird guide, 

Leonard, was unavailable and Jack’s guiding skills seemed largely confined to looking for Papuan Frogmouth. 

Fortunately Terry was very conversant with the birds found at PAU. We encountered a Fawn-breasted 

Bowerbird almost immediately and then walked down to a pond. Waterbirds present included Comb-crested 

Jacana, Australasian Swamphen, Dusky Moorhen, Intermediate Egret, Pacific Black Duck, Plumed and 

Wandering Whistling Ducks and Little Black and Little Pied Cormorants. Terry was surprised to see a single 

male Hardhead (a duck), an erratic visitor to PNG from Australia.  
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We followed Jack to the scattered large trees that usually serve as roost sites for the frogmouths. Unfortunately 

we failed to find any of this cryptic species, though we did see Black-backed Butcherbird and New Guinea 

Friarbird. We dawdled as some of us photographed a very large and colourful birdwing butterfly. Graham in 

particular proved to be a very keen photographer of invertebrates, especially dragonflies. Continuing on, we 

came to another pond where we added Pied Heron, Australian White Ibis, Sacred Kingfisher, Brown Oriole, 

Rufous-banded Honeyeater, Torresian Imperial Pigeon, Australasian Figbird and White-breasted Woodswallow. 

Other species seen during our walk included the noisy and colourful Eclectus and Red-cheeked Parrots and 

Coconut (Rainbow) Lorikeet. These were mostly in flight, though a male Red-cheeked Parrot perched briefly. 

Eclectus Parrot has very strong dimorphism with the red and blue female more colourful than the mostly green 

male, often referred to as reverse sexual dimorphism. Three raptor species were also present, Black, Whistling 

and Brahminy Kites, the latter a handsome white and chestnut. At 17.00 we returned to Airways Hotel for 

dinner and a well-earned rest from our travels. Fortuitous room up-grades for us all allowed us to gather in a 

lounge for free wine, beer and cocktails, a most pleasant end to our day. 

Day 4 Friday 4th August 

Port Moresby; Varirata National Park 

TNT staff met us at 5.30, this time with Leonard. Provisioned with our packed breakfasts and lunches we drove 

to Varirata National Park, about an hour’s journey up into the cooler foothills, about 800 metres (2,600 feet) 

above sea level (a.s.l.). Varirata was PNG’s first national park  and provides an excellent introduction to  birding 

in New Guinea forest, being  one of the country’s premier birding sites. Misty conditions meant the open 

eucalypt woodland before the park entrance didn’t sufficiently tempt us and we drove directly to a known lek for 

Raggiana Bird-of-paradise, PNG’s iconic national bird. Leonard and Terry led us into the forest where we 

watched a number of males and females as conditions brightened. The males grew more agitated whenever a 

female was present and we saw them in full display a number of times. The birds were quite cooperative and we 

enjoyed excellent views. After about 40 minutes we returned to the road and our minibus and drove back down 

the road to a picnic area for breakfast. Unfortunately heavy mist descended almost immediately and made 

birding virtually impossible. We did see Barred Cuckooshrike, Streak-headed Honeyeater and Hooded Pitohui 

before visibility declined too much. Hooded Pitohui was the first bird discovered to be poisonous, its feathers, 

skin and muscle tissue containing a toxic chemical that causes numbness, burning and sneezing on contact with 

human mouth and nasal tissues. It also has a strong sour odour. Its conspicuous colour patterns may help 

predators recognize and avoid this foul-tasting bird (Dumbacher et al. 1992), though its toxicity may be limited to 

deterring parasites (del Hoyo et al. 2007).  

 

After eating we drove back up the road to a lookout, which was surprisingly free of cloud. Once we’d admired 

the view we walked down to the beginning of a track, which would lead us through forest back to our breakfast 

site. A calling Yellow-billed Kingfisher was tempted from the forest by playback and gave good scope views 

perched in a Casuarina tree. A short distance into the forest we saw Rufous-bellied Kookaburra and then 

Leonard diverted us to a known roost for Barred Owlet-nightjar, a tree hollow. He tapped the tree and the bird 

appeared at the hollow entrance, its mammalian-like whiskered head peering at us. Owlet-nightjars are restricted 

to Australasia, the majority of species being found in New Guinea. As we looked at the owlet-nightjar a mixed 

species flock moved near us and we went back to the broad flat track for easier viewing. Birds present included 

male and female Growling Riflebird, Stout-billed Cuckooshrike, Varied Triller, Mimic Honeyeater, Spangled 

Drongo and female Raggiana Bird-of-paradise. Further along Leonard and Jo had good views of the elusive 
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Papuan Scrub Robin, Mike less so. Here, as Terry played the call of Hooded Pitta at Leonard’s request, a 

Macleay’s Forest Wallaby moved onto the track and gave us good clear views. Graham’s photo was used 

subsequently to confirm the identity of this little known species, its pale naked tail tip differentiating it from 

similar species. Mammal sightings are unusual in PNG. No pitta responded.  

 

The forest continued to provide good sightings as we walked slowly back to the picnic area, including Papuan 

Dwarf and Azure Kingfishers, Crinkle-collared Manucode, Goldenface, Spot-winged and Frilled Monarchs, 

Chestnut-bellied Fantail, Yellow-bellied Gerygone and Purple-tailed Imperial Pigeon. A pair of the latter species 

was scoped as they sat on an open branch above a stream. The Papuan Dwarf Kingfisher responded to playback 

but unfortunately few of us saw this diminutive and shy species well. The manucode gave us very good views, 

enabling us to see the eyebrow tufts (‘head bumps’), thus identifying it from other manucode species possibly 

present. Unlike most species of bird-of-paradise, manucodes are monogamous and do not have marked sexual 

dimorphism. The attractive Goldenface was once considered a whistler, and called Dwarf Whistler, but is now 

included in the Acanthizids (Australasian warblers). Unfortunately, only Graham and Leonard saw it. We did all 

have somewhat mediocre scope views of a male Growling Riflebird, giving those with fortunate timing a look at 

the metallic blue chest and crown. We also stopped to look at the mound of a Black-legged Brush Turkey, with a 

remote camera chained to a tree and an interpretative sign. Terry was relieved that he correctly identified the 

mound before we reached the sign, which wasn’t there in 2016. Very light rain, really just heavy mist, began to 

fall but didn’t stop us from having good views of Brown-headed Paradise-Kingfisher, the intensity of its red 

chest belying field guide illustrations. Shortly afterwards we emerged from the forest into a clearing with a small 

shelter. A Pheasant Pigeon flushed from the track ahead, where once again trees flanked the track. Only a few of 

us saw this large striking bird well, if at all.  

 

We lunched in the picnic area, seeing Boyer’s and White-bellied Cuckooshrikes and Red-cheeked and Eclectus 

Parrots. After lunch we took another trail into the forest. During breakfast we had heard Painted Quail-thrush in 

this area, but the heavy mist dissuaded us from pursuing the bird. Now we tried playback from where it had 

called, under much better viewing conditions, but without success. Species seen during this walk, which involved 

a treacherously steep shortcut, included White-faced Robin and a male Black Berrypecker, the latter belonging to 

an endemic New Guinea family, the berrypeckers and longbills (Melanocharitidae). We returned to the picnic 

area and watched a few species feeding in two adjacent fruiting trees. These included Black-fronted White-eye, 

Red-capped Flowerpecker, Pink-spotted Fruit Dove, female Raggiana Bird-of-paradise and Boyer’s and Barred 

Cuckooshrikes. We also heard Large-tailed Nightjar calling, which was very surprising given the time of day. 

Next we birded along the road back to Port Moresby, walking ahead of the minibus in open eucalypt woodland. 

There was an Australian feel to the bird assemblage, with species such as Rainbow Bee-eater, Sulphur-crested 

Cockatoo, Lemon-bellied Flycatcher, White-throated Honeyeater, Oriental Dollarbird, Forest and Sacred 

Kingfishers, Varied Triller and Common Cicadabird. But Grey-headed Goshawk, Yellow-faced Myna, White-

bellied Whistler, Black-capped Lory and Hooded Butcherbird added a distinctive New Guinea flavour. Only 

Mike, Jo and Terry saw the latter species, but we all had good scope views of a pair of very colourful Black-

capped Lory perched in the crown of an umbrella tree. A quick stop on a causeway over a stream gave us Blue-

winged Kookaburra, out seventh kingfisher species for the day, a significant total of this handsome group. We 

added Golden-headed Cisticola and White-shouldered Fairywren in grasses by the roadside and close to PAU 

saw several Straw-necked Ibis, our final new species for the day. We returned to Airways Hotel at 17.15, 

whereupon most of us once again availed ourselves of the free cocktail hour before dinner.  
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Day 5 Saturday 5th August 

Port Moresby to Rondon Ridge via Mount Hagen 

At 6.30 we dropped our bags at reception, some of us leaving some possessions in the care of the hotel until our 

return on the 14th. We breakfasted and returned to reception at 7.15. Neville arrived and handed us our boarding 

passes and luggage receipts, having come earlier and taken our bags and checked us in, much to everyone’s 

surprise. We left Central Province, flying with Air Niugini at 8.30 to Mount Hagen airport at an altitude of 

almost 1,700 m (5,500 feet) in Western  Highlands Province. We were collected at the airport by TNT staff, 

including Michael, a cultural guide, and driven to Rondon Ridge Lodge. En route, Michael gave us an excellent 

discourse on the local Melpa tribe, to which he belonged, and its social structure of clans, sub-clans and family 

groups. We took the ‘scenic route’ to Mt Hagen, mostly to avoid the more pot-holed direct route and also to 

provide more time for our cultural lesson. Michael explained customs such as land ownership, marriage rules, 

bride price, the importance of pigs and local history, including the arrival of Australians in the 1930s. Our 

introduction to highlands culture included Adrienne’s use of an ATM in Mt Hagen, with the surrounding crush 

of people. Long-tailed Shrike, Pied Bush Chat and Hooded Mannikin were seen during the drive.  

 

We arrived at the lodge, at the altitude of 2,100 m (c. 7,000 feet), in late morning, with some of us (certainly not 

Terry) enjoying the cooler conditions. Nick, the Canadian lodge manager, and his assistant Billy, greeted us. Nick 

gave us a brief induction and we had lunch. Afterwards most of us explored the lodge grounds, seeing Long-

tailed Honey Buzzard, two immature Black-winged Kites, Brahminy Kite, the very handsome Red-collared and 

Mountain Myzomelas (honeyeaters), more Pied Bush Chat and Hooded Mannikin and the ubiquitous Willie 

Wagtail. We met Joseph, the lodge bird guide, at 15.30 and he led us through a series of trails near the lodge until 

early evening. Birds seen included Capped White-eye, Friendly Fantail and Common Smoky Honeyeater, with 

which we would become very familiar. Some of us also had poor views of Black-bellied Cuckooshrike and our 

fourth bird-of-paradise species, Superb Bird-of-paradise. Both male and female superbs were seen, though only 

briefly. This walk was an introduction to just how difficult birding in New Guinea forest can be, especially given 

how often and how close we heard Superb Bird-of-paradise calling. We saw the maypole bower of MacGregor’s 

Bowerbird. No bowerbird was in attendance but he possibly was quite close, males spending about 50% of the 

day within 20 m of the bower, partly to defend the bower from the attacks of competing males. An enquiry of 

Joseph about actually seeing the bowerbird elicited a chuckle. We returned to the lodge for dinner. 

Day 6 Sunday 6th August 

Rondon Ridge 

We assembled at 5.00 for tea/coffee and a biscuit and left the lodge at 5.15, following Joseph up to the higher 

altitude forest behind the lodge. The walk, to a display site for Black Sicklebill and King of Saxony Bird-of-

paradise, took 90 minutes and was quite challenging at times, particularly in the latter stages as the trail 

deteriorated. It was muddy and slippery, having rained overnight, and much of the walk was in the dark. Joseph 

had provided us with walking poles. As we neared our destination we heard the loud and very distinctive call of 

the sicklebill. We emerged into a clearing where we continued to hear the sicklebill but our chances of seeing it 

were greatly diminished by the heavy mist that enveloped us. The sicklebill called regularly, from a variety of 

locations but remained hidden. At 8.30 two barefoot lodge staff arrived with our somewhat luxurious breakfast 

of bacon and egg sandwiches, muffins, a large array of fresh fruit and orange juice. As we ate the light improved 

noticeably but we heard no more of the sicklebill, which presumably had moved away to feed. Finally we 
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obtained views of birds, initially mostly Yellow-browed Melidectes and Common Smoky Honeyeater but then a 

Black-mantled Goshawk flew through, perching briefly for some. A female Princess Stephanie’s Astrapia 

appeared, causing some excitement for those who saw her. Some time later we did all see a male, admiring the 

very long tail feathers and occasionally the metallic green head and chest as the feathers caught what light was 

available. 

 

The strange and distinctive call of King of Saxony Bird-of-paradise prompted us to move a short distance to a 

known display area. Joseph, Jo, Mike and Terry saw a male King of Saxony in flight, his extraordinary head 

plumes trailing behind like a tail. Unfortunately he quickly disappeared. We all gathered to watch a known perch 

but after a while Terry moved away in pursuit of a calling King of Saxony. He whistled to indicate success but 

the bird had gone by the time everyone arrived. We remained watching a large fruiting tree, which proved very 

productive. The King of Saxony returned to feed and we all had good, if distant, views, including through the 

scope. Much better views were obtained of a male Brown Sicklebill as it fed in the crown of the tree, also 

allowing scope views. Other species seen from the small clearing included Black-breasted Boatbill, Rufous-

backed Honeyeater, Friendly and Dimorphic Fantails, Belford’s Melidectes and Red-collared Myzomela. Joseph 

heard the call of Orange-crowned Fairywren and Terry successfully investigated. Unfortunately the best anyone 

else achieved was a glimpse of movement in the undergrowth. Activity levels declined and so we walked slowly 

back to the lodge, the damp trail proving very slippery in places, especially in areas of clay. Birds were noticeably 

absent, though a MacGregor’s Bowerbird was heard. We arrived at the lodge just after noon. 

 

Marilyn, Adrienne and Graham decided to rest after the rigours of the morning. The rest of us left at 15.45 with 

Joseph and walked a few trails close to the lodge. The forest was rather quiet though we did encounter a mixed 

species flock with Friendly and Black Fantails, male Fan-tailed Berrypecker, Large Scrubwren and a female 

Regent Whistler. We stopped at a known site for Blue Bird-of-paradise but it failed to appear. A Superb Bird-of-

paradise called nearby but failed to respond to playback. A male Fan-tailed Berrypecker did appear briefly, 

possibly in response to Terry’s squeaking. We moved down to a known spot for Superb Bird-of-paradise (the 

house of the owner of TNT) and the calling bird played hide and seek with us for a while. Eventually most of us 

had good views of the male perched in the open, with Terry even getting a brief look through the scope before a 

Yellow-browed Melidectes chased it away. We continued to get brief views of the male and some of us did see 

two females. A Red-capped Flowerpecker appeared in the same clump of mistletoe as in 2016. After that we 

returned to the lodge for the night. 

Day 7 Monday 7th August 

Rondon Ridge; Kumul Lodge  

We had a simple breakfast at 5.00 and left at 5.30 for the one hour and 40 minute drive to Kumul Lodge with 

Joseph and Nicholas, a cultural guide. After passing through a police checkpoint we entered Enga Province and 

almost immediately turned into the entrance to Kumul Lodge. The lodge is at 2,860 m (almost 9,400 feet) a.s.l. 

and is famous for a bird-feeding platform that attracts  a variety of montane species, most notably Ribbon-

tailed  Astrapia. ‘Kumul’ means bird-of-paradise and is somewhat incongruously also the name of the national 

rugby league team. We went straight to the veranda overlooking the platform, with no one else present. Joseph 

placed some fruit we’d brought on the platform disturbing a female Ribbon-tailed Astrapia, Brehm’s Tiger Parrot 

and Belford’s Melidectes that were already present, feeding on papaya (pawpaw). We stayed at Kumul Lodge 

until noon, leaving after we’d eaten our packed lunch. Fortunately, there were no guests with whom to compete 
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for space on the somewhat crowded veranda. Belford’s Melidectes and Common Smoky Honeyeater were by far 

the most numerous and frequent visitor to the platform. Ribbon-tailed Astrapia was also common, with several 

immature males and females coming and going. These three species were quite aggressive to other species, and 

each other. Ribbon-tailed Astrapia is the most recently discovered bird-of-paradise (some taxonomic splits 

notwithstanding) being first encountered by Europeans in 1936. This species has the longest tail, proportionally, 

of any bird. Joseph had warned us that the adult male at Kumul Lodge had recently lost his long white streamers.  

 

We did see one other species of bird-of-paradise during our stay, a female Brown Sicklebill in an adjacent tree, 

largely obscured. It was surprising that this species did not visit the feeding platform. Other species seen 

included White-winged Robin, Brown-backed Whistler, Friendly Fantail, Grey-streaked Honeyeater, Blue-capped 

Ifrit, Red-collared Myzomela, Crested and Fan-tailed Berrypeckers and Island Thrush. The latter was the only 

one of these species to feed from the platform. Following recent taxonomic changes to various Golden Whistler 

subspecies, Island Thrush now has more subspecies, 47, than any other bird species. We also saw a pair of Blue-

capped Ifrit, with their distinctive and attractive bright blue caps and their habit of feeding like nuthatches. This 

is a taxonomically enigmatic species now placed in a monotypic family, the Ifritidae, endemic to New Guinea. It 

is another poisonous species. Julie and Graham claimed what was possibly the most exciting sighting of the 

morning when they remained on the veranda as the rest of us were absent for various reasons. A cuscus, a 

species of marsupial, appeared briefly under the feeding platform. Based on their description and that it was on 

the ground, it was most likely Ground Cuscus, though Kumul Lodge is slightly higher than its documented 

altitudinal distribution. The other possible species are much more arboreal.  

 

From Kumul Lodge we drove back to Mt Hagen, stopping at a bank so Marilyn and Julie could replenish Kina 

(the local currency) supplies. From there we traveled to Tokua village, with Nicholas providing cultural 

explanation. An elderly warrior with bow and arrows and wearing cassowary and parrot feathers in his headdress 

greeted us, in part by threatening us symbolically. Next we encountered a medicine man/witch doctor in his 

small hut, the exterior of which was decorated with leaves and pig jaws. His face was blackened and he wore a 

necklace of linked bamboo pieces, each representing eight pigs that he had killed for ceremonies. He had killed 

well over 400 pigs (see photo 1st page). From him we moved to another hut with more men dressed traditionally. 

One demonstrated fire-starting using dried grass and leaves, some wood and a strong vine, creating heat by 

friction. He achieved flames remarkably quickly. Nicholas provided translation as the medicine man subsequently 

thanked us profusely for visiting his village. We moved on to Polga village but the villagers had expected us 

earlier in the day and were no longer ready. So we continued on to Kaip village to look for Blue Bird-of-paradise. 

Here we were greeted by many of Nicholas’s extended family and we walked a short distance to a patch of trees 

behind the village. This is a site for Blue, Raggiana and Superb Birds-of-paradise. We did hear a distant raggiana 

but had to be content with seeing several Ornate Melidectes before rain drove us back to the minibus.  

 

We returned to Polga but unfortunately it continued to rain. We sat in the minibus for a while but eventually 

gave in the suggestion that we sit in the small shelter, protected from the rain. There was no such protection for 

the mudmen. We watched a re-enactment of a significant historical event, when a small local tribe invented the 

‘mudmen’ to appear as ghosts and frighten away a larger, invading tribe that had taken their land. The action 

began with a woman in traditional clothing, or lack of, tending a fire. Three mudmen approach her from the 

forest, causing her great fright and she runs away wailing. The performance was brief but none of us complained 

as we could see the scantily clad mudmen were shaking with the cold. Unfortunately for the locals the rain also 

precluded any buying of souvenirs offered for sale as we quickly sought shelter in the minibus post-performance. 
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Graham in particular later lamented not buying a mudman figurine. Once more we went to Kaip in search of 

Blue Bird-of-paradise. The rain persisted and only some of us walked towards the patch of trees. We didn’t 

actually enter the copse; rather we stood in the adjacent village garden with a small crowd of watching locals. 

Again we heard Raggiana Bird-of-paradise calling and we saw Black-headed Whistler and Red-capped 

Flowerpecker. Terry called an end to our effort and we returned to the lodge, driving a back road and seeing 

Variable Goshawk and Streak-headed Honeyeater en route. 

Day 8 Tuesday 8th August 

Rondon Ridge to Karawari 

This morning we had the chance of somewhat of a sleep-in (not everyone would describe it as such), with 

breakfast at 6.45 and departure for Mt Hagen at 7.30. Just before we left we discovered that there is wifi at 

Rondon Ridge and a brief flurry of contact with the outside world ensued for some of us. We took the scenic 

route to the airport for our 9.00 charter flight on a 10-seater plane. All our possessions and ourselves were 

weighed so that the pilot could accurately calculate our fuel requirements, an obviously vital consideration. We 

flew for about 40 minutes, initially over cultivated and settled valleys before going over forested mountains with 

virtually no sign of human habitation. We emerged from the mountains, flew over foothills and then a broad 

expanse of lowland flats in East Sepik Province, with a change in floristic composition shown by a change in the 

shade of green and a dramatic increase in the number of palms. Mist reduced the visual impact of the colour 

change somewhat. We landed on Karawari Lodge’s private airstrip, the only way in or out other than by the 

Karawari River, a tributary of the Sepik. The heat of the lowlands was apparent even before the plane landed. 

Nigel, the Karawari Lodge manager, met us, with a number of lodge staff and some curious local villagers. We 

transferred to an 18-seat flat-bottomed jet boat that took us upstream for 15 minutes, past traditional stilted 

villages and local people in dugout canoes, to the lodge jetty. Three colourful Edwards’s Fig Parrots flew across 

the river during our cruise. 

 

We were driven in the back of an old converted 4wd utility with bench seats and a canopy, akin to an African 

safari vehicle, up the hill to the lodge. There we met more lodge staff and were introduced to Chris, our bird 

guide, who’d been on the boat with us. Nigel gave us a brief induction about power supply, drinking water, meal 

times etc. The lodge was powered by generator, which is turned off at 22.30 and turned back on about 5.15. We 

checked into our rooms, each of which had views down onto the river, with forested floodplains stretching to 

the horizon. Malaria is present in the area and the not-entirely-screened rooms had mosquito nets over the beds 

for our protection. The rooms, not to mention the heat and humidity, were an indicator of the very different 

environment in which we now found ourselves. After lunch, and some free time, we gathered at 15.15, having 

seen Black, Brahminy and Whistling Kites, Black Sunbird, Eclectus Parrot and Northern Variable Pitohui around 

the lodge. Joanna, a female Blyth’s Hornbill, flew in and perched on the back of Jo’s chair on the lodge veranda. 

Two lodge staff had reared her from a featherless chick after her nest tree was felled. She is a now a free-flying 

adult bird but still fearless of humans.  

 

At 15.30 we left for a cruise, heading upstream from the lodge. The light was poor, partly haze but we also often 

faced towards the sun. After a while the pilot cut the engine and we drifted back downstream. The loss of engine 

noise suddenly revealed all the calling birds we’d been missing. Pinon’s Imperial Pigeon and Eclectus Parrot were 

conspicuous flying across the river in good numbers but the most abundant species was Dusky Lory, with many 

large flocks flying towards the mountains, apparently to a communal roost. Eclectus Parrots were seen doing the 
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same later in the cruise, though in much smaller numbers and presumably to a more local roost. The three kite 

species seen at the lodge were again an obvious part of the avifauna and we saw our first White-bellied Sea Eagle, 

perched high in a riverbank tree. Other species seen included Edwards’s Fig Parrot, Zoe’s Imperial Pigeon, 

Blyth’s Hornbill, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Oriental Dollarbird, Black-browed Triller, Sacred Kingfisher and 

Glossy and Uniform Swiftlets. We also saw our first Great-billed Heron, Australasia’s largest species, on a 

mudbank. We returned to the lodge at 18.15. After dinner Mike, Jo and Terry went spotlighting around the lodge 

and were rewarded with a Sugar Glider feeding on Coconut Palm blossom. 

Day 9 Wednesday 9th August 

Karawari Lodge 

We met at 5.00 for tea/coffee/biscuit and left at 5.30 in the jet boat, heading downstream. Our target was 

Twelve-wired Bird-of-paradise. Chris had informed Terry that the palm spike used as a display perch last year 

had broken but that the bird was still present. Just downstream of the boat Sepik Spirit, a TNT ‘floating lodge’ 

moored alongside the airstrip, we tied up and clambered up the muddy bank, aided by some well placed poles. 

Chris led us a short distance to a small clearing in the low riparian vegetation. Almost immediately a resplendent 

male Twelve-wired Bird of Paradise appeared on a palm frond, with Terry’s scope quickly trained upon it. The 

bird called but unfortunately didn’t display, due to an absence of interested females. A Lowland Peltops, 

strikingly red, black and white, replaced him on the perch. We shifted our focus to a nearby tree which was used 

by the peltops and, briefly, the twelve-wire, as well as Metallic Starling and Tawny-breasted Honeyeater. A Little 

Kingfisher, arguably the world’s smallest kingfisher species, zipped overhead, seen by only a few of us. The 

twelve-wire kept calling nearby and, at Chris’s prompting, we changed position. We didn’t see the twelve-wire 

again but did see Spangled Drongo and, through the scope, a perched Orange-bellied Fruit Dove. 

 

We cruised back to the lodge for breakfast, seeing Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Great Egret and Great-billed 

Heron en route. Post-breakfast we climbed into a very large dugout canoe, with outboard. The lodge has three 

jet boats but one was in mechanical disrepair, one was tethered to the Sepik Spirit and the other was needed to 

collect an American tour group and their luggage. This cultural tour group had been at Rondon Ridge Lodge 

with us. We boarded our more challenging and less comfortable vessel as Palm Cockatoo and Grey-headed 

Goshawk flew across the river. Downstream we encountered a local boy in a dugout. He had just speared a large 

fish, having first restrained it on a hooked line. The fish was a Pacu, a relative of piranha introduced to PNG and 

called ‘ball-cutter’ for supposedly biting the testicles off bathing men. They are, however, entirely vegetarian. 

Surely the British television show River Monsters wouldn’t lie to us? Further downstream Chris and the pilot, his 

son, created a landing of sorts on the muddy bank, comprised of logs and palm fronds. A Black-browed Triller 

watched on, possibly bemused. We plunged into the lowland swamp forest which was mercifully dry and not 

completely infested with mosquitos. Birds were quiet but Terry played the call of King Bird-of-paradise at 

Chris’s prompting.  After a while a male responded and was briefly seen by Terry. Unfortunately it was typically 

difficult to see and only Jo and Chris subsequently managed good views, some of us not seeing the bird at all. 

After a period of call playback we abandoned the bird and the mosquitos and large biting flies and returned to 

the dugout, where a pair of Green-backed Gerygone awaited us in the trees. 

We lunched at the lodge at 12.20 and some of us watched two Lowland Peltops in the gardens. At 15.30, Terry, 

Chris, Tom, Bernard, Jo and Mike, once more in the dugout, returned to the King Bird-of-paradise site, with 

Victoria Crowned Pigeon a secondary target species. A short distance into the forest Chris heard the loud clap of 
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a crowned pigeon’s wings and spotted a bird perched high in a tree. We had clear views of the world’s largest 

pigeon species, though it flew before Terry could train his scope upon it. By now we were already hearing the 

King Bird-of-paradise. But once again it proved difficult to see and it wasn’t until we gathered to discuss leaving, 

after considerable playback and frustration, that the bird finally appeared to give us all good, prolonged views. A 

truly stunning bird and well worth the effort. We wandered back to the boat, seeing Blyth’s Hornbill on the way. 

During the boat trip we saw Pinon’s Imperial Pigeon, White-bellied Cuckooshrike and Eclectus Parrot, among 

others. At the lodge jetty it appeared that we might have a wait some time for the 4wd so we walked up the hill. 

We saw Rainbow Bee-eater, Black-capped Lory and Joanna. Back at the lodge we met with the others to hear 

that Joanna had earlier landed on the veranda and removed Julie’s hairband. After dinner we were entertained by 

the Karawari bamboo band, comprised of members of the village Yimas 2 just upstream of the lodge. Their 

repertoire included a song to wish us birding success. Local girls and young boys danced and the band 

conscripted one of the Americans as a prop for their ‘birthday song’. He enlisted others, including a reluctant Jo, 

into a conga line.  

  
Yokoium boy and a pacu, Karawari River Joanna, female Blyth’s Hornbill, Karawari Lodge 

Day 10 Thursday 10th June 

Karawari Lodge 

Other than Marilyn, we breakfasted at 6.00 and left at 6.30, once more in a jet boat. We headed downstream and 

eventually into an oxbow channel. On the main river we had our first good views of Palm Cockatoo, albeit still 

in flight. We also saw Glossy-mantled Manucode and what Chris claimed as a pair of Jobi Manucode. Chris 

identified the latter based on posture, particularly how the tail was held with regard to the body. Terry wasn’t 

familiar with this difficult-to-identify species and the literature subsequently reviewed failed to support Chris’s 

opinion. Local knowledge is, however, very important and Terry was unwilling to entirely dismiss Chris’s 

identification. The birds remained unresolved. We saw a remarkable number of Great-billed Herons, both on the 

main channel and the oxbow. Other species seen included Black-billed Coucal, Dusky Lory, Nankeen Night 

Heron, Black Bittern (Terry only), White-bellied Sea Eagle, Papuan Spinetail, Channel-billed Cuckoo and 

Variable Goshawk. We saw nine Blyth’s Hornbill in flight and another three perched. A female Eclectus Parrot 

fed upside down on a vine, providing excellent views.  In the oxbow we saw a female Shining Flycatcher and a 

male Pacific Koel. A Yellow-billed Kingfisher called but failed to respond to playback. 
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We arrived back at the lodge at 10.00. A Red-bellied Pitta called from the dense vegetation below the veranda, 

just to tempt/frustrate the keener birders. At 15.30, all of us except Adrienne and Marilyn went looking for 

forest flycatchers and other small birds. We stopped briefly for a bright green lizard, Lamprolepis smaragdina, on a 

tree in the lodge gardens before we plunged into the hill forest behind the lodge. Almost immediately our plans 

were disrupted when Chris had Terry play the call of Red-bellied Pitta. After a while one responded and our 

focus shifted entirely to this gaudy but cryptic species. Most pitta species are notoriously difficult to see and so it 

proved with this one. The forest was infested with mosquitos and large biting flies and the pitta played games 

with us. After 90 minutes Terry led Julie and Graham back to the lodge, their eyes glazed, their will broken. After 

two hours Jo had seen the bird well, Mike had seen it poorly and Tom and Bernard had seen it fly across the 

narrow track. In keeping with birding lore, Terry had seen it six times. General consensus was that this was the 

last call playback of any duration for the trip, the death knell of playback.  

Day 11 Friday 11th August 

Karawari to Ambua Lodge  

Today we breakfasted at 6.30 and at 7.00 most of us birded the lodge grounds with Chris. He predicted three 

new parrot species and he delivered. Almost immediately we saw a flock of Buff-faced Pygmy Parrot, the world’s 

smallest parrot at eight cm (slightly more than three inches). Subsequently we saw Red-flanked Lorikeet and 

Double-eyed Fig Parrot, all in the same tree, a eucalypt. We also saw Edwards’s Fig Parrot and Red-cheeked and 

Eclectus Parrots, a very parroty morning. Other species seen included Sacred Kingfisher, Tawny-breasted 

Honeyeater, Black Sunbird, White-bellied Cuckooshrike, Orange-fronted and Coroneted Fruit Doves and a flock 

of Papuan Mountain Pigeon. The bird of the morning though was possibly Dwarf Koel, which obligingly sat in a 

sparsely vegetated tree and allowed scope views. It stayed for a long time, despite Terry’s dire predictions of it 

being flighty. Adrienne may have argued that Joanna was the bird of the morning, given she landed on 

Adrienne’s head.  

 

The plane to take us to Tari had to come from Mt Hagen and was running late because of the weather there, so 

we didn’t leave the lodge until after 9.30, which enabled more people to see Northern Variable Pitohui from the 

veranda. Our flight to Tari eventually left at 10.30, which enabled us to see Brush Cuckoo and female Common 

Cicadabird as we waited at the Karawari airstrip. Terry had to teach some of us the child’s game rock, paper, scissors 

as he used it to determine who sat with the pilot. Due to the clear conditions the pilot flew past Tari and on to 

Ambua Lodge’s airstrip, negating any need for us to be transferred any distance by minibus. Ambua is in the 

Hela Province of the Central Highlands and the lodge takes its name from the yellow clay used as face paint by 

the Huli people. The lodge is at an  elevation of 2,100 m (7,000 feet), is set against cloud forest and  overlooks 

the Tari Valley. Dennis, the manager, gave us an induction and introduced us to Thomas, our guide. We moved 

in to our thatched chalets adjacent to fruiting trees much favoured by birds-of-paradise and other species. Terry 

saw a male Superb Bird-of-paradise in transition from immature plumage to adult male, a most untidy looking 

bird, and most of us saw a female Princess Stephanie’s Astrapia. This was a very promising start to being in the 

gardens around our accommodation. We were free after lunch until 14.00 when we met with Thomas and 

Joseph, our bird guide. Thomas is also a very good birder.  

 

We drove the very short distance to the lodge gate whereupon, armed with walking poles, we walked into the 

cloud forest. A pair of Torrent-lark and a Slaty Robin were seen on a fast-flowing stream. We crossed the stream 

on a suspension bridge and shortly came across a mixed species flock with Canary Flyrobin, Black and Friendly 
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Fantails, Mid-mountain Berrypecker, Papuan Parrotfinch and a male Superb Bird-of-paradise. The parrotfinch 

and the bird-of-paradise eluded some of us. We continued on, seeing several Hooded Cuckooshrike, rather 

poorly, and more Black Fantail and Slaty Robin. Those at the front of the single file briefly saw two female Black 

Sicklebill, a target species that we missed at Rondon Ridge. We crossed back over another suspension bridge, 

passed our second impressive waterfall and wandered up a steep slope back to the lodge gardens, seeing Black 

Butcherbird and Great Woodswallow along the way. In the gardens we saw a flock of Yellow-billed Lorikeet, 

Glossy Swiftlet and the usual Belford’s Melidectes and Common Smoky Honeyeater. A Black-mantled Goshawk 

flew through, seen by Terry, Jo and Mike and the latter pair saw Black-billed Sicklebill, a very shy species. After 

dinner Terry went in pursuit of Feline Owlet-Nightjar, reported to occur around the buildings, but playback 

proved fruitless. Tom, Bernard, Mike and Jo joined him in a walk around the lodge grounds. Despite mist rolling 

in we did see a Papuan Boobook in a tree among the chalets. 

Day 12 Saturday 12th August 

Ambua Lodge  

We met for coffee/tea at 6.00. Thomas and Joseph had suggested we look for Blue Bird-of-paradise and other 

species at 6.30, so we wandered down and met them near chalet 14. The key tree already boasted a female 

Lawes’s Parotia and male Superb Bird-of-paradise. Unfortunately neither bird dawdled. But they were quickly 

replaced by a female Black Sicklebill (much to the relief of those who missed yesterday’s birds) and a female Blue 

Bird-of-paradise. This understandably caused great excitement. The Blue Bird-of-paradise moved between two 

close fruiting trees and gave us excellent views. The sicklebill was also very cooperative and we all admired its 

bright yellow mouth lining and subtle plumage. A Princess Stephanie’s Astrapia passed through the garden as 

well. So five species of bird-of-paradise before breakfast, a nice haul indeed. Other species seen included the 

unspotted male Spotted Berrypecker and brief views of Great Cuckoo-Dove. A Mountain Kingfisher called but 

remained unseen. We ate a celebratory breakfast at 7.40 and departed at 8.30, though not before we had good 

views of the female parotia at the chalets and a Mountain Peltops in the car park.  

 

We drove up to Tari Gap, a mountain pass at 2,800 m (9,200 feet) a.s.l. through which the road to Lae on the 

coast passes. Although mostly unsealed, recent roadworks meant it was a better road than most of the paved 

areas we’d traversed. We were looking to add Short-tailed Paradigalla, an understated, mostly black, species of 

bird-of-paradise, to our list. Joseph and Thomas led us across a rough wooden bridge, built by Thomas, 

spanning the deep roadside drain and up a poorly formed track into the mossy forest. The very high-pitched, 

almost electronic-sounding, call of the Black-throated Robin welcomed us. A female Brown Sicklebill was seen 

briefly and gave its very distinctive tat-tat-tat-tat machine gun-like call. Our bird-of-paradise morning continued 

when we saw and heard a male King of Saxony Bird-of-paradise sitting on a display perch. This was a much 

better view than we’d had at Rondon Ridge. Tom was almost beside himself with joy in the company of one of 

his lifetime goals. We watched as the bird moved his head plumes around independently, a remarkable sight 

facilitated by cranial modifications to accommodate the necessarily large muscles. A few Black-bellied 

Cuckooshrikes flew past but only Thomas and Terry deigned to be distracted by them. A pair of Loria’s 

Satinbird appeared, in the company of a female Mid-mountain Berrypecker. The satinbird, along with Crested 

and Yellow-breasted Satinbird, was considered a bird of paradise but the three species are now considered to 

belong to an endemic New Guinea family, the Cnemophilidae. We moved a very short distance and a male 

Brown Sicklebill flew in and perched above us, calling and giving excellent views. A nearby tree contained female 
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Princess Stephanie’s Astrapia and Short-tailed Paradigalla, as requested. The latter gave us good views. A pair of 

Black-breasted Boatbill completed our very rewarding stay in this patch of forest. 

 

We drove further up the road and stopped to see two male Ribbon-tailed Astrapia perched by the road, our 9th 

species of bird-of-paradise by 10.00. One had the white tail streamers for which the species is famous, but only 

about half-developed. They flew but another two were seen in a nearby tree, including one with very long 

streamers, a wonderful sight. A male King of Saxony Bird-of-paradise was in the same tree. We walked up the 

road, followed by the minibus, to a known site for Wattled Ploughbill, a monotypic family. Terry indulged in 

playback with no success. We walked a bit further to a point where we could scan a waterfall and set of rapids 

for Salvadori’s Teal, a species adapted to torrents. There was no duck but a PMV (public motor vehicle) went 

past and Terry turned to watch it go by. A very large raptor was flying across the road. It disappeared behind 

some vegetation but reappeared to land in a nearby tree. It was New Guinea Harpy Eagle (Papuan Eagle), a 

much sought after species. The eagle moved along a line of trees giving good views, including through the scope. 

Other species seen here included Papuan Grassbird, Large Scrubwren and New Guinea Thornbill. Still buzzing 

with excitement we drove up into the grasslands at the Gap. On the drive back to the lodge some of us saw a 

male Ribbon-tailed Astrapia fly across the road. We arrived back at the lodge at 11.20 after a truly remarkable 

morning’s birding. 

 

At 15.00 we once more drove up to Tari Gap, where it was somewhat misty. We saw Long-tailed Shrike and two 

Island Thrush, the latter looking noticeably darker than the birds seen at Kumul, perhaps subspecies erebus. We 

tried again at the Wattled Ploughbill site, hearing but not seeing the bird. We did see a female Crested Satinbird, 

female Regent Whistler, Red-collared Myzomela and Black Monarch. The latter species looks very much like 

Black Fantail but has white pectoral patches. We walked down the road, trailed by the minibus. As with this 

morning, we saw a number of Ribbon-tailed Astrapia as well as Mid-mountain and Fan-tailed Berrypeckers, 

Black-mantled Goshawk, Blue-capped Ifrit, Papuan Scrubwren, Friendly Fantail, Papuan Lorikeet, Painted Tiger 

Parrot and a male Tit Berrypecker, which so resembles a Great Tit that it was initially described as a tit species. 

At one stage Terry stopped to look for a perched Papuan Mountain Pigeon in his scope only to discover he’d 

accidently put the scope on a male King of Saxony Bird-of-paradise. So we looked at this charming species 

instead, as the pigeon flew. We arrived back at the lodge at 17.00, some of us seeing a female Lawes’s Parotia 

very well near the chalets. Also present was a female Black Sicklebill and Bernard saw a Black-billed Sicklebill 

from his chalet window, giving him 10 species of birds-of-paradise for the day. After dinner some us saw two 

Papuan Boobook in the gardens, one at very close range. 

Day 13 Sunday 13th August 

Ambua Lodge  

Today began as yesterday, except that it was very misty, with poor visibility leading to an earlier breakfast, at 

7.15. Nonetheless we saw Black Sicklebill, Lawes’s Parotia and Princess Stephanie’s and Ribbon-tailed Astrapias 

(all females) before breakfast. After breakfast we saw Short-tailed Paradigalla in the tree near chalet 14, giving us 

seven species of bird-of-paradise for that tree alone. Yellow-billed Lorikeet and Black Fantail were also present. 

We, with Thomas and Joseph, then walked down to the hydro-electrical plant that generates power for the lodge, 

looking for Salvadori’s Teal and Torrent-lark, among other species. It was quiet, though we did see Short-tailed 

Paradigalla, Slaty Robin and Buff-faced Scrubwren. Tom and Terry also saw a female Loria’s Satinbird at close 

range. At 10.40 we left for the famous Huli wigmen, a drive of about 40 minutes towards Tari. These men were 
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continuing the traditional practice of growing a wig of your own hair. Once carried out by all Huli men, about 

10% still go through this 18 month ritual at least once and some a number of times. Men are segregated from 

women, no ‘relations’ allowed. The actual wig ‘school’ was two km from the area we were taken to hear Thomas 

speak with considerable passion about his tribe’s practices. The men shape their hair without combing or 

washing, beyond sprinkling with water from bamboo stems, under the guidance of a wig teacher and assisted by 

a specialist wig cutter. To maintain the desired shape of hair they sleep with their heads on a wooden bar, a most 

uncomfortably looking arrangement. Once cut off, the hair may be sold, rented or kept for personal ceremonial 

purposes. Two ‘everyday’ wigs are combined to form a ceremonial wig, worth K1400 (~£340). The men were 

decorated with plumes of birds-of -paradise and cassowary feathers and most carried cassowary thighbone 

knives. The wigmen present demonstrated some of their rituals for us and then offered items for sale. 

 

   
Superb Bird-of-paradise, young male, Ambua Lodge Huli wigmen wearing Superb Bird-of-paradise breast feathers 

 

On our way back to the lodge we stopped at a village garden and were taken to some trees at the back. The 

owner went to the base of a hollow tree and made noise whereupon a Greater Sooty Owl appeared from a 

hollow higher up. The bird clung to the side of the tree as we admired it. We all paid the man K10, a fee only 

applied because we saw the bird, a most typical transaction in PNG. We also called in to see Joseph’s garden, 

with many orchid species. Brown-breasted Gerygone was added to the list while there. Eventually we had a late 

lunch. It started to rain at 14.20 and at 15.30 Mike, Jo, Bernard, Tom and Terry went with Thomas and Joseph to 

look for some skulking forest species. The others remained at the lodge to watch First Contact, an entertaining 

documentary about the arrival of Europeans in the PNG highlands. We drove back towards Tari Gap and tried 

the two waterfalls for Salvadori’s Teal, with no success. Then we attempted the Wattled Ploughbill, with no 

success. Playback was also used to try and lure in Lesser Melampitta, a former bird-of-paradise now sharing a 

family with Greater Melampitta. No success. Tried two more spots for the melampitta. Nothing. Tried playback 

for Forbes and Chestnut Forest Rails. The latter responded briefly at some distance. We moved on. At our 

fourth spot for melampitta we had good views of four Brown Sicklebills and watched a Speckled Dasyure run up 

and down a small tree. Terry promptly declared this diurnal carnivorous marsupial the animal of the trip, but 

garnered very little support.  

Day 14 Monday 14th August 

Ambua Lodge, Tari to Port Moresby  

We awoke to a clear sky, with some wind. We birded the lodge gardens and saw female Blue Bird-of-paradise, 

Short-tailed Paradigalla and the transitional plumage male Superb Bird-of-paradise seen two days earlier. Other 
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species seen included Mountain Peltops, Papuan Mountain Pigeon and Red-capped Flowerpecker. After 

breakfast we had no scheduled activity but we did all end up in the conference room, seated and looking through 

windows at a variety of species, many of which were hunting moths attracted to the building lights last night. 

Joseph only shared this spot with us this morning, otherwise we’d have been there every day. We saw Black 

Pitohui, Little Shrikethrush, male Sclater’s Whistler, female Superb Bird-of-paradise, Black and Friendly Fantails, 

Black Monarch, Buff-faced Scrubwren, Slaty Robin and some of us saw Black-billed Sicklebill briefly. At 11.15 

we left the lodge with Thomas and Joseph and packed lunches for Tari airport. Tari is a small town and its 

airport has a gravel runway. Airport security consisted of Matthew, our driver, placing a security sticker on our 

bags. Once checked in we said goodbye to the lodge staff and moved to the departure lounge, with its grass roof, 

rocks and gravel floor and partial walls. Graham and Bernard entertained our local fellow passengers with their 

holiday photos. Upon arrival of our 90 minute Air Niugini flight in Port Moresby we were met by Neville and 

transferred to Airways Hotel where we spent a leisurely afternoon and night. 

Day 15 Tuesday 15th August 

Port Moresby to Singapore 

Terry had arranged a non-itinerary excursion this morning, a repeat visit to PAU, at a cost of K50 each. Some 

decided to sleep in and rest before travelling. Neville, Jerry and Mark of TNT collected Graham, Jo, Mike, Tom, 

Bernard and Terry at 7.00. We drove directly to the roost site for Papuan Frogmouth and Mark spotted two 

within a few minutes. Terry subsequently found a third nearby. Having had excellent scope views of birds simply 

pretending not to be there we moved on towards some settling ponds we didn’t get to during the first visit. 

Neville and the vehicle stalked us throughout our stay. We found three Raja Shelduck, a target species for the 

ponds, as well as Green Pygmy Goose, Comb-crested Jacana, Australasian Swamphen, Wandering Whistling 

Duck, Pied Heron, Australian White Ibis and Dusky Moorhen on or near the ponds. Graham indulged in his 

photography of dragonflies as we birded. Mark then led us to a Fawn-breasted Bowerbird bower, a simple two-

walled structure set on a substantial platform of sticks in shrubs under a large tree. Bowerbirds are unique among 

birds in that the males build structures of sticks, plant stems and grasses that are decorated with a variety of 

items, such as fruits, stones and flowers. The bower’s function is solely to attract females for mating, males 

playing no role in nesting. Fawn-breasted Bowerbird is one of the species that ‘paint’ the bower walls with a 

mixture of substances such as fruit, leaves and charcoal masticated with saliva. Detailed descriptions of the 

complex and fascinating behaviour of bowerbirds can be found in Frith & Frith (2004) and del Hoyo et al. 

(2009). There is also a documentary narrated by David Attenborough entitled The Art of Seduction. 

We continued on to another pond, which we’d visited the first time. Here we added Grey Teal and Common 

Kingfisher. The latter caused some discussion, as this subspecies, hispidoides, doesn’t look like the British birds. It 

is quite distinctive and sometimes referred to as the Cobalt-eared Kingfisher. Three Orange-fronted Fruit Dove 

flew over and a few of us saw Grey-headed Mannikin in the distance. Other species seen during our walk 

included Pheasant Coucal, Brown Quail, Coconut Lorikeet, Black-backed Butcherbird, Red-cheeked Parrot and 

White-breasted Woodswallow. It was time to leave but it took three attempts as we needed a receipt for the K10 

each it cost to enter the university grounds. The gate staff insisted on such but the office staff wouldn’t provide 

same. Eventually we left. We arrived back at the hotel at 10.15 and checked out at 11.00. From there we 

transferred to Port Moresby airport. Terry, Jo and Mike departed for Brisbane at 14.05 and the others for 

Singapore at 14.50. 
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Day 16 Wednesday 16th August 

Singapore to London 

Those who headed back to the UK arrived after a successful Naturetrek Tour  

Summary & Highlights 

Papua New Guinea is unlike anywhere else on earth. Its many cultures are diverse, changing substantially over 

short distances, as demonstrated by its 840 extant languages, 839 of which are indigenous. PNG is part of one of 

the wildest, most unexplored regions on Earth, the vast majority of its landscape still covered in intact forest as 

we saw as we flew over the central cordillera. Incredibly rich in avifauna, it is perhaps best known for arguably 

the most extraordinary of the world’s bird families, the birds-of-paradise. They were the focus of this trip. But 

we also spent time investigating culture, both historical and current. The visits to the Huli wigmen and the Polga 

mudmen were certainly cultural highlights, though perhaps figuratively stepping back in time with the Yokoium 

tribe as they maintain a traditional lifestyle on the Karawari River in the Sepik region was our most evocative 

experience. Bird highlights include Papuan (New Guinea Harpy) Eagle, Victoria Crowned Pigeon (the world’s 

largest pigeon), Buff-faced Pygmy Parrot (the world’s smallest parrot), Brown-headed Paradise Kingfisher and 

Greater Sooty Owl. The poisonous, monotypic Blue-capped Ifrit could also be a candidate. Most importantly, 

however, we had great success with birds-of-paradise, seeing 16 species and possibly a 17th. The real stars of the 

trip may have been King of Saxony Bird-of-paradise, with its outrageous head plumes, Blue Bird-of-paradise, 

often touted as the world’s best looking bird, the male Ribbon-tailed Astrapia with those ludicrous tail streamers 

and Raggiana Bird-of-paradise, whose orange-plumed, lekking males got our trip off to such a remarkable start. 

And the mammals should not be overlooked, especially Macleay’s Forest Wallaby, which was the first kangaroo 

for a number of us. 

Tari airport departure lounge 
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Species Lists 

No one participant saw all the species listed in the tables hereunder. Port Moresby includes the Pacific Adventist University. Rondon Ridge includes Kumul Lodge. Ambua includes 

Tari Gap. 

Birds (S = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic; I = Introduced) 

Names follow the IOC (version 7.1). Names in brackets indicate substantial differences in nomenclature from the Birds of New Guinea (Pratt & Beehler 2015) and Gregory (2017). Not 

all species heard only during the trip are listed below, only notable species and/or species brought to the attention of participants are included. Species seen but not listed for a 
location were seen in transit. 

Common Name Scientific Name Port 
Moresby 

Varirata 
NP 

Rondon 
Ridge 

Karawari Ambua Comments 

Plumed Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna eytoni S - - - - Common at Pacific Adventist University (PAU). 

Wandering Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna arcuata S - - - - Reasonably common at PAU. 

Raja Shelduck  Tadorna radjah S - - - - Three seen at PAU. 

Green Pygmy Goose  Nettapus pulchellus S - - - - One seen at PAU. 

Pacific Black Duck  Anas superciliosa S - - - - Reasonably common at PAU. 

Grey Teal  Anas gracilis S - - - - A small flock at PAU. 

Hardhead Aythya australis S - - - - One male seen at PAU. 

Black-billed (Yellow-
legged) Brushturkey E 

Talegalla fuscirostris - - - - - Active mounds seen in Varirata National Park. 

Collared (Red-legged) 
Brushturkey E 

Talegalla jobiensis - - - H - Heard from Karawari Lodge grounds. 

Brown Quail  Coturnix ypsilophora S - S - - Several seen at Rondon Ridge Lodge and a flock seen at PAU. 

Australasian Grebe  Tachybaptus 
novaehollandiae 

S - - - - One seen at PAU. 

Australian White Ibis  Threskiornis moluccus S - - - - Seen at PAU. 

Straw-necked Ibis Threskiornis spinicollis S - - - - Several seen near PAU. 

Black Bittern  Dupetor flavicollis - - - S - One seen flying across Karawari River, seen by Terry only. 

Nankeen Night Heron  Nycticorax caledonicus - - - S - Two immature birds flushed from riparian vegetation along the 
Karawari River. 

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus 
(Ardea ibis)  

S - - - - Flocks seen along the road to PAU and in the university grounds. 

Great-billed Heron  Ardea sumatrana - - - S - Single birds and pairs seen along the Karawari River, with at least 
six birds seen during one cruise. 

(Eastern) Great Egret  Ardea alba (modesta) S - - S - Seen at PAU and along the Karawari River in small numbers. 

Intermediate (Plumed) 
Egret  

Ardea intermedia 
(Egretta) 

S - - - - Seen at PAU. 
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Pied Heron  Egretta picata S - - - - Common at PAU with many immature birds. 

Little Pied Cormorant  Microcarbo 
melanoleucos 

S - - - - Several seen at PAU, along the road to Port Moresby and on the 
Karawari River. 

Little Black Cormorant  Phalacrocorax 
sulcirostris 

S - - S - Common at PAU. Four or more birds seen along Karawari River. 

Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus - - S - - Two immature birds seen at Rondon Ridge Lodge. 

Long-tailed Honey Buzzard 
E 

Henicopernis 
longicauda 

- - S - - One seen soaring at Rondon Ridge Lodge. 

Papuan Eagle (New 
Guinea Harpy-Eagle) E 

Harpyopsis 
novaeguineae 

- - - - S One seen at Tari Gap. 

Variable Goshawk  Accipiter hiogaster - - S S - One seen below Rondon Ridge Lodge and another along the 
Karawari River. 

Black-mantled Goshawk E Accipiter 
melanochlamys 

- - S - S Individuals seen three times at Rondon Ridge, once at Ambua 
Lodge and once at Tari Gap. Mostly seen in flight. 

Grey-headed Goshawk E Accipiter poliocephalus - S - S - Pair seen along the road near Varirata National Park. Single bird 
seen at Karawari. 

Collared Sparrowhawk  Accipiter cirrocephalus - - - - - Single bird seen in flight from Airways Hotel at Port Moresby. 

Black Kite  Milvus migrans S - S S - Common, more so in open and disturbed areas. 

Whistling Kite  Haliastur sphenurus S S - S S Common. 

Brahminy Kite  Haliastur indus S S S S S Common. 

White-bellied Sea Eagle  Haliaeetus leucogaster - - - S - Seen occasionally along the Karawari River.  

Chestnut Forest Rail E Rallicula rubra - - - - H Heard in forest between Ambua and Tari Gap in response to call 
playback. 

Pale-vented (Rufous-tailed) 
Bush-Hen  

Amaurornis moluccana H - - - - Heard at PAU. 

Australasian (Purple) 
Swamphen  

Porphyrio (porphyrio) 
melanotus 

S - - - - Several seen around the ponds at PAU. 

Dusky Moorhen  Gallinula tenebrosa S - - - - Several seen on and around ponds at PAU. 

Masked Lapwing  Vanellus miles S - - - - Seen around Port Moresby and at PAU.  

Comb-crested Jacana  Irediparra gallinacea S - - - - Several seen at PAU. 

Rock Dove (feral pigeon) I Columba livia - - - - - Mount Hagen. 

Amboyna (Brown, Slender-
billed) Cuckoo-Dove 

Macropygia 
amboinensis 

- S S - - Several seen, never well. 

Bar-tailed (Black-billed) 
Cuckoo-Dove  

Macropygia nigrirostris - - S - S Singles seen occasionally. 

Great Cuckoo-Dove  Reinwardtoena 
reinwardti 

- - - - S One seen briefly at Ambua Lodge. 

Peaceful Dove  Geopelia placida S S - - - Seen at PAU. 



Papua New Guinea Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     August 17 3 
 

Common Name Scientific Name Port 
Moresby 

Varirata 
NP 

Rondon 
Ridge 

Karawari Ambua Comments 

Bar-shouldered Dove  Geopelia humeralis S - - - - Seen at PAU by Terry only. 

Pheasant Pigeon E Otidiphaps nobilis - S - - - One seen by some of the group. According to Gregory (2017) this 
would be Grey-naped Pheasant-pigeon O. cervicalis. 

Victoria Crowned Pigeon E Goura victoria - - - S - One seen on a perch in lowland swamp forest. 

Wompoo Fruit Dove Ptilinopus magnificus - S - H - One seen at Varirata NP and heard occasionally at Karawari. 

Pink-spotted Fruit Dove E Ptilinopus perlatus - S - - - Two seen at Varirata NP. 

Orange-fronted Fruit Dove 
E 

Ptilinopus aurantiifrons S - - S - Three seen at PAU in flight. Pair seen at Karawari Lodge. 

Superb Fruit Dove  Ptilinopus superbus - - - S - One female seen at Karawari Lodge. This bird was found under 
Terry’s room at night following a storm. Initially identified as female 
Superb Fruit Dove, then as possible immature Coroneted F D. 
Perusal of more texts after trip completion confirmed ID as Superb 
F D. 

Coroneted Fruit Dove E Ptilinopus coronulatus - - - S - Several seen at Karawari Lodge. 

White-bibbed (Mountain E) 

Fruit Dove  
Ptilinopus rivoli (bellus) - - - - S A female was seen at Ambua Lodge. Pratt & Beehler (2015) 

recognise bellus as a full species. In which case it would be 
endemic. 

Orange-bellied Fruit Dove 
E 

Ptilinopus iozonus - - - S - One seen at Karawari. 

Purple-tailed Imperial 
Pigeon E 

Ducula rufigaster - S - - - Pair seen perched in forest in Varirata NP. 

Pinon's Imperial Pigeon E Ducula pinon - - - S - Common along the Karawari River. 

Collared Imperial Pigeon E Ducula mullerii - - - S - Two sightings of single birds flying across the Karawari River. 
Identification by Chris, the local guide. 

Zoe's Imperial Pigeon E Ducula zoeae - S - S - One seen in flight along road near Varirata, one perched along the 
Karawari River and one in flight at Karawari Lodge. 

Torresian Imperial Pigeon  Ducula spilorrhoa S - - - - Several seen at PAU and one at Airways Hotel. 

Papuan Mountain Pigeon  Gymnophaps albertisii - S S S S Flocks and singles seen in flight. One bird seen perched briefly at 
Tari Gap. 

Ivory-billed (Greater Black) 
Coucal E 

Centropus menbeki - H - - - Heard in Varirata NP. 

Black-billed (Lesser Black) 
Coucal E 

Centropus bernsteini - - - S - One seen in riparian vegetation along the Karawari River. 

Pheasant Coucal  Centropus phasianinus S - - - - One seen at PAU. 

Dwarf Koel E Microdynamis parva - - - S - One seen perched conspicuously at Karawari Lodge. 

Pacific (Eastern) Koel  Eudynamys orientalis - - - S - One male seen in flight along an oxbow channel of the Karawari 
River. 

Channel-billed Cuckoo  Scythrops 
novaehollandiae 

S - - S - Several seen along the Karawari River and one at PAU. 
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Little Bronze Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx 
minutillus 

- - - H - Heard several times at Karawari. 

Brush Cuckoo  Cacomantis variolosus H H H S - One seen at the Karawari airstrip. 

Greater Sooty Owl  Tyto tenebricosa - - - - S One seen in a village garden below Ambua Lodge. 

Papuan Boobook E Ninox theomacha - - - - S At least two birds seen at Ambua Lodge. 

Papuan Frogmouth  Podargus papuensis S - - H - Three seen at daytime roost at PAU and heard pre-dawn by 
Adrienne at Karawari Lodge. 

Large-tailed Nightjar  Caprimulgus macrurus - H - - - One heard during the day, which is very unusual, in Varirata NP. 

Barred Owlet-Nightjar E Aegotheles bennettii - S - - - One was seen at a known roosting hollow at Varirata NP. 

Glossy Swiftlet  Collocalia esculenta - S S S S Common in places, especially at Ambua where easily observed at 
the lodge. Presumably more than one subspecies, and possibly 
species, involved. 

Mountain Swiftlet E Aerodramus 
hirundinaceus 

- - S - S Based on known altitudinal distribution, due to similarity to Uniform 
Swiftlet (see below), this species was recorded at Rondon Ridge 
and Ambua. 

Uniform Swiftlet  Aerodramus 
vanikorensis 

S - - S - Presumably seen at PAU and Karawari. Pratt & Beehler (2015) 
state ‘grey-brown Swiftlet most often seen at low elevations, 
indistinguishable from Mountain S in field.’  

Papuan Spine-tailed Swift 
E 

Mearnsia 
novaeguineae 

- - - S - One seen by some along the Karawari River. 

Oriental Dollarbird  Eurystomus orientalis - S - S - Several seen close to Varirata NP and common at Karawari. 

Hook-billed Kingfisher E Melidora macrorrhina - - - H - Heard calling at dusk at Karawari Lodge. 

Brown-headed Paradise 
Kingfisher E 

Tanysiptera danae - S - - - One seen at Varirata NP. 

Blue-winged Kookaburra E Dacelo leachii H S - - - Heard at PAU and one seen close to Varirata NP. 

Rufous-bellied Kookaburra 
E 

Dacelo gaudichaud - S - S - Seen in and near Varirata NP and at Karawari Lodge.  

Forest Kingfisher  Todiramphus macleayii - S - - - One seen in woodland near Varirata NP. 

Sacred Kingfisher  Todiramphus sanctus S - - S - Common at PAU and along the Karawari River, also at Karawari 
Lodge. 

Yellow-billed Kingfisher  Syma torotoro - S - H - Seen once at Varirata NP and heard at Karawari. 

Mountain Kingfisher E Syma megarhyncha - - - - H Heard at Ambua Lodge. 

Common Kingfisher Ceyx atthis hispidoides S - - - - One seen at PAU. A significantly different looking bird to the 
British birds. 

Papuan Dwarf Kingfisher E Ceyx solitarius - S - - - One seen at Varirata NP. Poor views for some. 

Azure Kingfisher  Ceyx azureus - S - S - Single birds seen occasionally. 

Little Kingfisher  Ceyx pusillus - - - S - One seen briefly in flight by some at Karawari. 
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Rainbow Bee-Eater  Merops ornatus S S - S - Reasonably common in the lowlands and foothills. 

Blyth's Hornbill  Rhyticeros plicatus - - - S - Seen regularly at Karawari, usually in small numbers and mostly in 
flight. 

Palm Cockatoo  Probosciger aterrimus - - - S - Seen three times in flight at Karawari, with only one good view. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo  Cacatua galerita - S - S - Seen a number of times but always in small numbers.  

Buff-faced Pygmy Parrot  Micropsitta pusio - - - S - Flock seen feeding at Karawari Lodge. 

Eclectus Parrot  Eclectus roratus S S - S - Common and conspicuous at Karawari, less so elsewhere in the 
lowlands and foothills. 

Red-cheeked Parrot  Geoffroyus geoffroyi S S - S - Common in lowlands and foothills. 

Brehm's Tiger Parrot E Psittacella brehmii - - S - - At least one, possibly more, seen at the feeding table at Kumul 
Lodge. 

Painted Tiger Parrot E Psittacella picta - - - - S One seen along road to Tari Gap from Ambua Lodge. 

Red-flanked Lorikeet  Charmosyna placentis - - - S - Pair seen at Karawari Lodge. 

Papuan (Stella’s) Lorikeet 
E 

Charmosyna papou 
stellae 

- - S - S Seen in small numbers, mostly in flight. Generally poor views. 

Yellow-billed Lorikeet E Neopsittacus 
musschenbroekii 

- - - - S Fairly common at Ambua, including in the lodge grounds. 

Black-capped Lory E Lorius lory - S - S - Seen perched near Varirata NP. Seen regularly at Karawari along 
river and in forest, mostly in flight. 

Dusky Lory E Pseudeos fuscata - - - S - Common at Karawari, mostly large flocks in flight. Seen perched 
only once. 

Goldie's Lorikeet E Psitteuteles goldiei - - - - H Several seen in flight in untickable views at Tari Gap. Identified by 
call by Joseph. 

Coconut (Rainbow) 
Lorikeet  

Trichoglossus 
haematodus 

S S - - - Surprisingly uncommon in the lowlands and foothills. 

Edwards's Fig Parrot E Psittaculirostris 
edwardsii 

- - - S - Seen several times, including at Karawari Lodge. 

Double-eyed Fig Parrot  Cyclopsitta 
diophthalma 

- - - S - Pair seen at Karawari Lodge. 

Red-bellied (Papuan) Pitta  Erythropitta 
erythrogaster (macklotii 
habenichti) 

- - - S - One seen by some after considerable call playback effort in 
mosquito-infested forest above Karawari Lodge. Seen well only by 
Jo and Terry. Also heard from the lodge veranda. 

MacGregor's Bowerbird E Amblyornis 
macgregoriae 

- - H - - A maypole bower seen and a bird heard. 

Fawn-breasted Bowerbird  Chlamydera 
cerviniventris 

S - - - - Common at PAU and even at the swimming pool at Airways Hotel. 
A bower seen at PAU. 

White-shouldered 
Fairywren  

Malurus alboscapulatus - S S - - Seen near Varirata NP and at Rondon Ridge Lodge. 

Orange-crowned Fairywren Clytomyias insignis - - S - - Several seen at Rondon Ridge by Terry, only glimpsed by others. 
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E 

Papuan Black Myzomela E Myzomela nigrita - S - - - One seen briefly, seen well only by Leonard. 

Mountain (Elfin) Myzomela 
E 

Myzomela adolphinae - - S - - At least one male seen in the lodge gardens. 

Red-collared Myzomela E Myzomela rosenbergii - - S - S Seen at Rondon Ridge Lodge, Kumul Lodge and in forest above 
Ambua Lodge. 

Rufous-backed Honeyeater 
E 

Ptiloprora guisei - - S - S Seen occasionally. 

Grey-streaked Honeyeater 
E 

Ptiloprora perstriata - - S - S Fairly common in montane forest and lodge gardens. 

Streak-headed Honeyeater 
E 

Pycnopygius 
stictocephalus 

- S S - - One seen in clearing at Varirata NP and several seen below 
Rondon Ridge. 

Tawny-breasted 
Honeyeater  

Xanthotis flaviventer - H - S - Heard regularly and seen occasionally in lowland swamp forest, 
hill forest and gardens. Subspecies philemon at Karawari. 

New Guinea (Helmeted) 
Friarbird  

Philemon 
novaeguineae 
(buceroides) 

S S - S - Common in the lowlands and foothills. 

White-throated Honeyeater  Melithreptus albogularis - S - - - Several seen along the road to Varirata NP. 

Common Smoky 
Honeyeater E 

Melipotes fumigatus - - S - S Common and conspicuous in montane forest and gardens. 

Rufous-banded 
Honeyeater  

Conopophila 
albogularis 

S - - - - Common at Airways Hotel and PAU. 

Yellow-browed Melidectes 
E 

Melidectes rufocrissalis - - S - S Common and conspicuous at Rondon Ridge. Possible hybrid with 
Belford’s Melidectes seen at Ambua Lodge. 

Belford's Melidectes E Melidectes belfordi - - S - S Common at Kumul Lodge and Ambua. 

Ornate Melidectes E Melidectes torquatus - - S - - Several seen below Rondon Ridge. 

Yellow-tinted Honeyeater  Ptilotula flavescens S - - - - One seen at Airways Hotel, seen by Mike and Jo only. 

Mountain Honeyeater E Meliphaga 
(Microptilotis) orientalis 

- - H - - Heard at Rondon Ridge. 

Mimic Honeyeater 
(Meliphaga) E 

Meliphaga 
(Microptilotis) analoga 

- S - - - One seen and heard at Varirata NP. 

Honeyeater species Meliphaga/Microptilotis 
sp. 

- H H H - Single note call ‘chup’ shared by several species heard often in 
lowland and hill forest. 

Goldenface E Pachycare 
flavogriseum 

- S - - - One seen by Graham and Leonard only in Varirata NP. 

Papuan Scrubwren E Sericornis papuensis - - - - S Seen a few times at Ambua. 

Large Scrubwren E Sericornis nouhuysi - - S - S Seen occasionally. 

Buff-faced Scrubwren E Sericornis perspicillatus - - - - S Seen in the Ambua Lodge gardens.  

Brown-breasted Gerygone Gerygone ruficollis - - - - S One seen in Joseph’s garden below Ambua Lodge. 
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E 

Yellow-bellied Gerygone E Gerygone chrysogaster - S - - - Seen in a mixed spp. flock in Varirata NP. 

Green-backed Gerygone  Gerygone chloronota - - - S - Commonly heard and occasionally seen in riparian vegetation 
along the Karawari River.  

Fairy Gerygone  Gerygone palpebrosa - S - - - Seen by Leonard at Varirata NP. 

New Guinea (Papuan) 
Thornbill E 

Acanthiza murina - - - - S Small flock seen at Tari Gap. 

Loria's Satinbird E Cnemophilus loriae - - - - S Male and female seen in forest above Ambua Lodge. Female 
seen along trail to hydroelectric plant at Ambua. 

Crested Satinbird E Cnemophilus 
macgregorii 

- - - - S One female seen at Tari Gap by some. 

Black Berrypecker E Melanocharis nigra - S - - - One male seen in Varirata NP by Adrienne and Leonard only. 

Mid-mountain Berrypecker 
E 

Melanocharis 
longicauda 

- - - - S Several seen at Ambua. 

Fan-tailed Berrypecker E Melanocharis versteri - - S - S Seen at Rondon Ridge, Kumul Lodge and around Ambua. 

Spotted Berrypecker E Rhamphocharis 
crassirostris 

- - - - S One male seen at Ambua Lodge. 

Tit Berrypecker E Oreocharis arfaki - - - - S Male seen by some near Tari Gap. 

(Eastern) Crested 
Berrypecker E 

Paramythia montium - - S - - One seen at Kumul Lodge. 

Painted Quail-Thrush E Cinclosoma ajax - H - - - Heard calling at Varirata NP. 

Yellow-breasted Boatbill  Machaerirhynchus 
flaviventer 

- H - - - Heard at Varirata NP. 

Black-breasted Boatbill E Machaerirhynchus 
nigripectus 

- - S - S One seen on Rondon Ridge and pair seen in forest above Ambua 
Lodge. 

White-breasted 
Woodswallow  

Artamus leucorynchus S S - - - Seen at Airways Hotel, PAU and along road to Varirata NP. 

Great Woodswallow E Artamus maximus - - S - S Easily observed around Ambua Lodge.  

Lowland Peltops E Peltops blainvillii - - - S - Seen a few times, including in Karawari Lodge grounds. 

Mountain Peltops E Peltops montanus - - - - S One or more seen regularly at Ambua Lodge. 

Black Butcherbird  Cracticus quoyi - - - - S Seen occasionally in Ambua Lodge gardens. 

Black-backed Butcherbird  Cracticus mentalis S S - - - Several seen at PAU. Seen near Varirata NP. 

Hooded Butcherbird E Cracticus cassicus - S - S - Seen along the road to Varirata NP and once at Karawari. 

Black-faced Cuckooshrike  Coracina 
novaehollandiae 

S - - - - Seen at Airways Hotel. 

Stout-billed Cuckooshrike 
E 

Coracina 
caeruleogrisea 

- S - - - One seen in Varirata NP. 

Barred Cuckooshrike Coracina lineata - S - - - Seen twice in Varirata NP. 
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axillaris 

Boyer's Cuckooshrike E Coracina boyeri - S - - - Seen in Varirata NP. 

White-bellied Cuckooshrike  Coracina papuensis S S - S - Reasonably common open areas in the lowlands and hill forest. 

Hooded Cuckooshrike E Coracina longicauda - - - - S Seen twice at Ambua, including at the lodge. 

Common (Slender-billed) 
Cicadabird  

Coracina tenuirostris - S - S - Seen along the road to Varirata NP and at the Karawari airstrip. 

Black-bellied Cuckooshrike 
(Cicadabird) E 

Coracina montana 
(Edolisoma montanum) 

- - S - S Seen poorly, perched at Rondon Ridge and in flight in forest 
above Ambua Lodge. 

Black-browed Triller E Lalage atrovirens - - - S - Single birds seen twice at Karawari along the river. 

Varied Triller  Lalage leucomela - S - - - Seen along the road to, and in, Varirata NP. 

Wattled Ploughbill E Eulacestoma 
nigropectus 

- - - - H Heard in forest at Tari Gap.  

Rufous-naped Whistler 
(Bellbird) E 

Aleadryas rufinucha - - H - - Heard at Rondon Ridge. 

Black Pitohui E Melanorectes 
nigrescens 

- - - - S Pair seen at Ambua Lodge. 

Brown-backed Whistler E Pachycephala modesta - - S - - Seen at Kumul Lodge. 

Grey Whistler  Pachycephala simplex - S - - - One seen in mixed species flock at Varirata NP. Some confusion 
about who actually saw this beyond Leonard. 

Sclater's Whistler E Pachycephala soror - - - - S One male seen at Ambua Lodge. 

Regent Whistler E Pachycephala 
schlegelii 

- - S - S Female seen at Rondon Ridge lodge and male seen in forest at 
Tari Gap. 

Black-headed Whistler E Pachycephala 
monacha 

- - S - - One seen in a village garden below Rondon Ridge. 

White-bellied Whistler E Pachycephala 
leucogastra 

- S - - - Pair seen along road to Varirata NP. 

Rusty Pitohui E Pseudorectes 
ferrugineus 

- H - - - Heard and seen very poorly in Varirata NP by Terry and Leonard. 

Little Shrikethrush  Colluricincla 
megarhyncha 

- S - - S Seen briefly in Varirata NP and very well in Ambua Lodge 
gardens. 

Long-tailed Shrike  Lanius schach - - S - S Seen en route to Rondon Ridge Lodge and along roadsides below 
Ambua Lodge. 

Australasian Figbird  Sphecotheres vieilloti S H - - - Several seen at PAU. 

Northern Variable Pitohui  Pitohui kirhocephalus - - - S - Single birds seen at Karawari Lodge. 

Hooded Pitohui E Pitohui dichrous - S - - - Seen a couple of times at Varirata NP. 

Brown Oriole  Oriolus szalayi S S H - - Based on call, common in the lowlands and foothills. Seen 
occasionally. 

Spangled (Papuan E) Dicrurus bracteatus - S S - - Seen a few times in lowlands and hill forest. Considered by some 
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Drongo  carbonarius to be an endemic species rather than resident subspecies. 

Willie Wagtail  Rhipidura leucophrys S - S - S Common in open habitats everywhere except Karawari. 

thicket fantail species Rhipidura sp. - - - H - Heard regularly in lowland swamp forest at Karawari. Probably 
White-bellied Thicket Fantail R. leucothorax. 

Black Fantail E Rhipidura atra - - S - S Reasonably common in montane forests. 

Chestnut-bellied Fantail E Rhipidura hyperythra - S - - - Seen a few times in Varirata NP. 

Friendly Fantail E Rhipidura albolimbata - - S - S Common in montane forest and on edges. 

Dimorphic Fantail E Rhipidura 
brachyrhyncha 

- - S - - Seen once in forest above Rondon Ridge Lodge. 

Black (Fantailed) Monarch 
E 

Symposiachrus axillaris - - - - S Seen at Tari Gap and Ambua Lodge. 

Spot-winged Monarch E Symposiachrus guttula - S - - - Seen in mixed species flock in Varirata NP. 

Ochre-collared Monarch E Arses insularis - - - H - Heard in hill forest. 

Frilled Monarch E Arses telescopthalmus - S - - - Male seen by Terry and Graham in Varirata NP. 

Torrent-lark E Grallina bruijnii - - - - S Pair seen by some along forest stream above Ambua Lodge. 

Shining Flycatcher  Myiagra alecto - - - S - Female seen in flight at Karawari. Heard along the river. 

Grey Crow E Corvus tristis - S - - - Flock seen in Varirata NP. 

Torresian Crow  Corvus orru S - - - - Seen around Port Moresby and at PAU. 

Blue-capped Ifrit E Ifrita kowaldi - - S - S Seen at Kumul Lodge and in forest above Ambua Lodge. 

Glossy-mantled Manucode 
E 

Manucodia ater - - - S - One or more seen along the Karawari River. 

Jobi Manucode E Manucodia jobiensis - - - ? - Pair seen along Karawari River. Identified by Chris, the bird guide 
at Karawari Lodge, as Jobi Manucode but his field features do not 
match the literature. 

Crinkle-collared Manucode 
E 

Manucodia chalybatus - S - - - One seen in Varirata NP. 

Short-tailed Paradigalla E Paradigalla brevicauda - - - - S Seen in forest below Tari Gap, in the Ambua Lodge gardens and 
by the hydro-electrical plant. 

Ribbon-tailed Astrapia E Astrapia mayeri - - S - S Several young males and females seen at Kumul Lodge. Female 
seen in Ambua Lodge gardens. Adult males seen around Tari 
Gap. 

Princess Stephanie's 
Astrapia E 

Astrapia stephaniae - - S - S Male and female seen in forest above Rondon Ridge Lodge and 
females around Ambua Lodge, including in the gardens. 

Lawes's Parotia E Parotia lawesii - - - - S Single females seen at fruiting tree in Ambua Lodge gardens. 

King of Saxony Bird-of-
paradise E 

Pteridophora alberti - - S - S Several males seen in forest above Rondon Ridge and Ambua 
Lodges. 

Superb Bird-of-paradise E Lophorina superba - - S - S Common, though hard to see adult males well. 
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Growling Riflebird E Ptiloris intercedens - S - - - Common in Varirata NP. Scope views of a male. 

Black Sicklebill E Epimachus fastosus - - H - S Male heard in forest above Rondon Ridge Lodge. Females seen 
at Ambua Lodge. 

Brown Sicklebill E Epimachus meyeri - - S - S One male seen above Rondon Ridge Lodge. One female seen at 
Kumul Lodge. Female seen in fruiting tree in Ambua Lodge 
gardens. Male seen in forest above Ambua Lodge. 

Black-billed Sicklebill E Drepanornis albertisi - - - - S Single bird seen a few times by some in fruiting tree in Ambua 
Lodge gardens. 

King Bird-of-paradise E Cicinnurus regius - - - S - Male seen after considerable effort in lowland swamp forest. 

Twelve-wired Bird-of-
paradise E 

Seleucidis 
melanoleucus 

- - - S - One male seen perched along the Karawari River. A few females 
seen in flight. 

Raggiana Bird-of-paradise 
E 

Paradisaea raggiana - S H - - A number of males and females seen at a lek. 

Blue Bird-of-paradise E Paradisaea rudolphi - - - - S One female seen below in the Ambua Lodge gardens twice. 

Black-throated Robin E Poecilodryas 
(Plesiodryas) 
albonotata  

- - - - H Heard in forest above Ambua Lodge. 

White-winged Robin E Peneothello sigillata - - S - S A pair was seen at Kumul Lodge and a single bird up near Tari 
Gap. 

Slaty Robin (Blue-grey) E Peneothello cyanus - - - - S Common in forest around Ambua Lodge and in lodge gardens. 

White-faced Robin  Tregellasia leucops - S - - - One eventually responded to call playback in Varirata NP. 

Canary Flyrobin (Papuan 
Flycatcher) E 

Microeca (Devioeca) 
papuana  

- - - - S Single bird seen in forest above Ambua Lodge. 

Lemon-bellied Flyrobin 
(Flycatcher) 

Microeca flavigaster - S - - - Several seen along road to Varirata NP. 

Papuan Scrub Robin E Drymodes beccarii - S - - - Seen well only by Jo and Leonard in Varirata NP. 

Pacific Swallow  Hirundo tahitica S S S S - Reasonably common and widespread. 

Papuan Grassbird  Megalurus macrurus - - - - S Single bird seen at Tari Gap. 

Golden-headed Cisticola  Cisticola exilis - S - - - Pair seen on road between Port Moresby and Varirata NP. 

Black-fronted White-Eye  Zosterops minor 
(atrifrons) 

- S - - - Flocks seen twice in Varirata NP. 

Capped White-Eye E Zosterops fuscicapilla - - S - - Seen at Rondon Ridge Lodge. 

Papuan White-Eye (New 
Guinea) E 

Zosterops 
novaeguineae 

- - S - - A few seen in forest around Rondon Ridge Lodge. 

Metallic Starling  Aplonis metallica - - - S - Seen occasionally along the Karawari River. 

Singing Starling  Aplonis cantoroides S - - S - Common at PAU and around Karawari and present at Airways 
Hotel. 

Yellow-faced Myna E Mino dumontii S S - S - Common in the lowlands and foothills. 
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Common Name Scientific Name Port 
Moresby 

Varirata 
NP 

Rondon 
Ridge 

Karawari Ambua Comments 

Island Thrush  Turdus poliocephalus - - S - S Seen at Kumul Lodge and Tari Gap. 

Pied Bush Chat  Saxicola caprata - - S - - Common in disturbed habitats and natural grasslands around 
Rondon Ridge. 

Red-capped Flowerpecker 
E 

Dicaeum 
geelvinkianum 

- S S S S Reasonably common. 

Black Sunbird  Leptocoma sericea - - - S - Reasonably common around Karawari Lodge. 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus S - - - - Seen at PAU and Airways Hotel. 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus S - - - - Seen at PAU and Airways Hotel. 

Papuan Parrotfinch E Erythrura papuana - - - - S One seen in forest at Ambua Lodge. 

Grey-headed Mannikin E Lonchura caniceps S - - - - Flock seen at PAU. 

Hooded Mannikin  Lonchura spectabilis - - S - - Flocks seen on roadsides near Rondon Ridge and at the lodge. 
One seen at Tari airport. 

Mammals (S = seen; H = heard only; E = Endemic).  

Nomenclature for marsupials follows Handbook of the mammals of the world. Vol. 5: Monotremes and marsupials (Wilson & Mittermeier (eds.) 2015).  

Common Name Scientific Name 
Port 

Moresby 
Varirata 

NP 
Rondon 
Ridge 

Karawari Ambua Comments 

Speckled Dasyure E 
Neophascogale 
lorentzii 

- - - - S One seen by some in forest above Ambua Lodge. 

Ground Cuscus E Phalanger gymnotis - - S - - 
Julie and Graham saw a cuscus, presumably this species, at 
Kumul Lodge. 

Sugar Glider 
Petaurus breviceps 
papuanus 

- - - S - One was seen at Karawari Lodge by Jo, Mike and Terry. 

Macleay’s Forest Wallaby 
E 

Dorcopsulus macleayi - S - - - One seen in Varirata NP. 
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