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Tour Participants:  Peter Dunn, Piotr Debowski & Catherine (leaders) with 16 Naturetrek clients 

Driver – Rob 

Introduction 

We spent a weekend sampling the best forest habitats in eastern Poland, with excellent accommodation and 

good food. We managed to see or hear six of the nine woodpecker species together with Eurasian Wryneck, a 

close relative, and we saw four magnificent European Bison grazing in a meadow in the early morning mist – a 

lasting experience for all. A bonus for some was a Wolf encounter on the last morning! 

Day 1 Friday 28th April 

UK - Warsaw - Białoweiza 

Many of the group met up at check in or at the departure gate for the early morning flight to Warsaw, which left 

ahead of schedule with a half-filled plane. The smooth two hour flight brought us safely into Warsaw where our 

ever smiling guide Piotr was waiting. We quickly loaded the coach, much to the displeasure of the local police, 

and started to make our way out of Warsaw. 

 

Unfortunately the weather was not promising with light to heavy drizzle forecast for all day, so we decided that a 

visit to Dojlidy fish ponds in Bialystok may be the best option. We did battle with the traffic past newly 

constructed, but not opened motorways until we reached our lunch stop at the Karmiza restaurant, where we 

enjoyed a ‘fish & chip’ lunch accompanied by juices or beer. We re-joined the holiday weekend (Labour Day) 

traffic and the pace was very slow to stop at times, so we abandoned the fish pond plan and left the crawling 

traffic, heading east towards Białoweiza. The pace was now much better and we were able to look around the 

villages best known for Bison sighings and visit a tower hide where we were instructed in bird song 

identification, adding the first Cuckoo and Savi’s Warbler to the tour list. 

 

We arrived at out splendid hotel in Białoweiza around 6.45pm and were quickly allocated rooms. We met up 

again for dinner and a drink at 7.30pm, marvelling at the décor and comfort found inside. A quick chat about the 

next day’s itinerary followed dinner, and then a brief checklist of the day’s sightings/sounds before we all headed 

for a well received night’s sleep. 

Day 2 Saturday 29th April 

Białoweiza & Siemianówka Reservoir 

The rain had stopped by the morning and during the day it was mainly cloudy with a cool wind, but occasionally 

the sun came out. 

 

We started the day with coffee and tea before leaving at 5am in search of Bison.  We headed to the police station 

to look over the meadows near to the Strict Reserve, and within minutes two Bison were spotted in the distance. 

We walked to a high point to get better views, disturbing a Red Fox on our way, and enjoyed great telescope 

views of the two young male herbivores as they grazed. Birding was just as good with the first ‘singing’ Wryneck 

of the year showing well, and females of both Collared and Pied Flycatchers with Cuckoo in the background.  



Poland's Primeval Forests  Tour Report 

 

 

2  © Naturetrek     May 17 
 

Having had our fill of these creatures, we headed out on the Budy road to see what else was out and about on 

this cool morning. Common Buzzard and Marsh Harrier patrolled the marshy edge of the woods and as we 

approached the village of Pogorzelce, the sight of a parked van with some camera-toting individuals took our 

attention. Looking towards the fields, we saw two more Bison, this time a lot closer. We quietly left the bus and 

walked down a small lane to get some fantastically close but safe views of another two young bulls, one of which 

had a tracking collar. Here we also saw Hawfinch flying about. Four Bison and some nice birds before breakfast 

was a great start! 

 

After a substantial continental breakfast, we loaded into the bus to spend the day in the north, visiting 

Siemianówka Reservoir and an area in the forest called Kosy Most. Driving towards the reservoir, we made a 

brief stop for provisions and personal shopping before stopping in an open marshy area to watch Blue-headed 

Wagtail, and two Great Grey Shrikes. We next stopped to admire, photograph and try and pronounce the sign 

for the village of Siemieniakowszczyzna on the south bank of the reservoir. 

 

We parked up at the tower hide on the south bank and spent a couple of busy hours picking out many different 

species of raptor, including many huge White-tailed Eagles and both Lesser and Greater Spotted Eagles. There 

were quite a few duck species to be counted; the pair of Garganey being one of the favourites. Just before lunch 

we watched a male Penduline Tit busy singing to advertise its newly built nest to any passing females. The picnic 

site here was out of the brisk wind, so we enjoyed our sandwiches with coffee and tea, and even had another 

White-tailed Eagle appear over us.   

 

We spent the rest of the afternoon walking the tracks around Kosy Most, where there were two bridges over the 

river and a tower hide. Best bird sightings included all three ‘spotted’ woodpeckers and a singing male Firecrest. 

We also enjoyed great mammal sightings of a Pine Martin on the track, Wild Boar with young from the tower 

hide and Red Deer on the way back to the bus. 

 

With some time to spare, we called in at a row of poplars were we were honoured to watch a pair of Grey-

headed Woodpeckers mating and then sitting for all to see. What a great end to a long day! We returned to the 

hotel to freshen up for dinner and to complete our checklists before retiring with the thought of our early 

morning visit the next day to the famous Strict Reserve. 

Day 3 Sunday 30th April 

Białoweiza  

 We gathered early at 4.40am for our morning visit to the Strict Reserve, but beforehand Arek, our guide, was 

going to try to find a Pygmy Owl. We headed to a site north-east of the village where Arek started to imitate the 

owl’s call. Immediately a bird popped up onto a spruce looking very owl-like, but it turned out to be a Hawfinch. 

Arek continued the calls for 10 minutes without any response, but we did see Middle Spotted Woodpecker and a 

Crested Tit, and two flocks of Waxwings went over.   

 

We travelled to the entrance to the Strict Reserve and for the next four hours, Arek informed us of the history, 

biology, ecology and much more concerning this pristine ‘primeval’ forest. He pointed out numerous plants and 

we saw some of the early-returning male Collared Flycatchers singing on newly established territories. Both 

Great and Middle Spotted Woodpeckers were seen, and Red Squirrels busily explored the forest floor for food.  
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Suddenly an explosive rattle indicated a flying Black Woodpecker, which promptly flew over us and landed 

amongst some fallen trees, where we were able to watch it hunt for grubs. 

 

Our final stop was where a pair of White-backed Woodpeckers were nesting. Standing a reasonable distance 

from the nest hole, we watched them bring food for small young on two occasions. Eventually it was time to 

head back, pausing to watch more Collared Flycatchers and Squirrels before arriving back at the gate and 

rejoining the coach. We thanked Arek in the traditional way and headed back to the hotel for a belated breakfast. 

 

We regrouped at 10.30am for a walk into Palace Park. The sun came out and we headed straight to the 

observatory tower where we had wonderful views of the surrounding forests, and also Common Buzzard and 

Lesser Spotted Eagle above the trees. White Storks were on the move, circling in thermals, and a few spotted a 

distant Black Stork. 

 

Leaving the tower, we wandered through the park watching Collared Flycatchers and Nuthatches before heading 

to the observation platform tower near to the bridge. First birds to be heard were at least two Savi’s Warblers in 

the distant reeds and then we found Green and Wood Sandpipers feeding on small mud islands. More White 

Storks circled in the sky while a Hobby flew over the tower. Soon it was time to return to the hotel for a light 

lunch of apple pancakes, and a short siesta before boarding the bus to go looking for more woodpeckers. 

 

It was a glorious afternoon in the ‘primeval’ forest but no one had told the woodpeckers! We checked three 

favourite areas for Three-toed Woodpecker and all we could find were Great Spotted Woodpeckers and we 

heard a Grey-headed Woodpecker call. We did, however, have good views of Wood Warbler, Firecrest and 

Hobby, and we found our first Map butterfly and European Hare in the woodland. We arrived back to the hotel 

after 6pm and freshened up for dinner.  

 

After dinner, Peter thanked Piotr and Rob in the usual way on behalf of the group, for their guiding and driving 

skills respectively, and also Catherine who was training with Piotr. The hotel staff and Peter were also thanked 

before we completed the checklist for the day. Many intended to have one final attempt for the Pygmy Owl in 

the morning so an early night was called for. 

Day 4 Monday 1st May 

Journey back to UK 

We woke to a glorious clear sunrise and a touch of frost on the ground. Those who opted for another go at 

finding a Pygmy Owl met at 4.45am for a last try before breakfast. We headed out towards Budy and alighted 

from the vehicle to the sound of a large party of Waxwings trilling in the trees. We walked down a trail to a 

crossroad of tall spruces and started our imitation of the owl’s call. Nothing happened, except a Three-toed 

Woodpecker started drumming in the distance, but it didn’t appear. In the muddy tracks were the fresh tracks of 

Wolf, so we kept our eyes peeled. Movement at the side of the track alerted us, but out walked a smart Black 

Stork which posed for photographs for a few minutes before walking back in. Two Goshawks flew overhead and 

a White-backed Woodpecker drummed in the distance with a Cuckoo accompaniment. After an hour we decided 

to try for Bison, just as Tim heard a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, which showed briefly to some. 
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Checking the fields around Pogorzelce and Teremiski failed to find Bison, so we walked a track to a ‘dead’ 

flooded forest near Budy. Arriving at the forest, we were entertained by a pair of Collared Flycatchers nest 

prospecting, with another male trying to muscle in. Suddenly there was movement on the track behind us and 

some got to see the brief but stunning grey face of a Wolf looking at us. Our excitement alarmed it and it trotted 

off into the forest, leaving some stunned wildlife watchers and some nice fresh tracks. To end the walk, and also 

relatively strange, was a Grey Partridge seen in the middle of the wood – that should have been Hazel Hen! 

 

Returning for breakfast, it was hard not to talk about the Wolf with those who had opted out of the morning, so 

we played it low key. We packed, paid our bar bills and headed off towards Warsaw at 9.30am. En route we tried 

to avoid all the roadworks we had experienced on our outward journey, and in doing so had great views of a pair 

of Montagu’s Harriers feeding in a field, and checked out the floods at Brok where we saw Black Tern, Ruff and 

Wood Sandpiper. 

 

We lunched at the Karmiza again and had an easy run to the airport with a fraction of the traffic we had seen on 

Friday. We said our fond farewells to Rob and Piotr for safe driving and guiding, and also to Mavis who was 

staying on for a few days in Warsaw. 

 

The full flight left on time and arrived 20 minutes early because of a good tail wind. Most met at the baggage 

reclaim to bid farewell to new friends and the end of what seemed more a week than a weekend of great wildlife 

sightings 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

Red squirrel 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      April/May 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 

1 Greylag Goose Anser anser      5 

2 Mute Swan Cygnus olor      

3 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus   5     

4 Gadwall Anas strepera        

5 Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope        

6 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos     

7 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata      2 

8 Northern Pintail Anas acuta   5     

9 Garganey Anas querquedula   2   1 

10 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca        

11 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula        

12 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula   3     

13 Hazel Grouse Tetrastes bonasia   H     

14 Grey Partridge Perdix perdix       1 

15 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus   4     

16 Black Stork Ciconia nigra     1 1 

17 White Stork Ciconia ciconia     

18 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   5 1 1 

19 Great Egret Ardea alba     1   

20 Great Cormorant Phalacrocora carbo   4     

21 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus   1     

22 Lesser Spotted Eagle Clanga pomarina   3 3 1 

23 Greater Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga   1     

24 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus   1   1 

25 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis       2 

26 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus    2 3 

27 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus       2 

28 White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla   8     

29 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 2 4 4 2 

30 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus     2   

31 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra        

32 Common Crane Grus grus   13 H 3 

33 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus       

34 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago     1 

35 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus   1 1   

36 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola     4 8 

37 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   1     

38 Ruff Calidris pugnax   20   6 

39 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus    3 

40 Lesser Black-backed Gull (Baltic) Larus fuscus fuscus   25     

41 Common Tern Sterna hirundo   2     

42 Black Tern Chlidonias niger   1   6 

43 Rock Dove (Feral) Columba livia 'feral'        

44 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus     

45 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto       1 

46 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus H 1 H 1 

47 Common Swift Apus apus   1 1   
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      April/May 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 

48 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops     H   

49 Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla   2     

50 Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocoptes medius   1     

51 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dryobates minor   2 H 1 

52 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major     1 

53 White-backed Woodpecker Dendrocopos leucotos     2 H 

54 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius     1 1 

55 Grey-headed Woodpecker Picus canus   2 H   

56 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus   1 H   

57 Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo     2   

58 Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor   2     

59 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 1 1   

60 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica  1 1 1 

61 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula       

62 Rook Corvus frugilegus       

63 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix  1 1  

64 Northern Raven Corvus corax      

65 Bohemian Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus     60 30 

66 Coal Tit Periparus ater   H 2   

67 European Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus   1 2   

68 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris palustris   H 6 5 

69 Northern Willow Tit Poecile montanus borealis     H   

70 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus H    

71 Great Tit Parus major      

72 Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus   1     

73 Woodlark Lullula arborea   H     

74 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis      

75 Sand Martin Riparia riparia     1   

76 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 5    

77 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum      

78 Northern Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus caudatus   2 2   

79 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus     H H 

80 Common Chiffchaff (Eastern) Phylloscopus collybita abietinus      

81 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix   H 1 2 

82 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus H   H   

83 Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides H   1 H 

84 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla H    

85 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca   2 2 1 

86 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis       H 

87 Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla   1 4   

88 Goldcrest Regulus regulus   H 1 H 

89 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes H    

90 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   H   

91 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris   H  1 

92 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris     

93 Common Blackbird Turdus merula     

94 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris     

95 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos H    

96 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   3   1 

97 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata   1     

98 European Robin Erithacus rubecula H     
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      April/May 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 1 

99 Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia     H H 

100 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca   1     

101 Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis   1  3 

102 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   5 1 1 

103 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra       2 

104 House Sparrow Passer domesticus      

105 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus   5   

106 Dunnock Prunella modularis H H     

107 Blue-headed Wagtail Motacilla flava flava   2 4 1 

108 White Wagtail Motacilla alba 1    

109 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 1     1 

110 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs     

111 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 3     

112 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris      

113 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina     

114 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra     2   

115 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis       

116 European Serin Serinus serinus     2 1 

117 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus      

118 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra        

119 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella      

120 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus      

Mammals           

1 Eurasian Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris   2 5   

2 Eurasian Beaver Castor fiber  Signs of 

3 European Hare Lepus europaeus     1 1 

4 Common Wolf Canis lupus       1 

5 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes   1     

6 European Pine Marten Martes martes   1 1   

7 European Badger Meles meles         

8 Wild Boar Sus scrofa   8     

9 European Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus   1   10 

10 Red Deer Cervus elaphus     3 

11 European Bison Bison bonasus   4     

Other Taxa of note 

Small White, Brimstone, Peacock, Map Butterfly, Roman Snail, Dung Beetle, Fire Bug, Tau Emperor moth, 

Marsh Frog and Common Toad. 

 

Black Stork in the forest 


