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Tour participants: Rob Murray (leader) Oliwier Myka (guide) with 10 Naturetrek clients  

Summary 

We successfully fulfilled our aims which were to explore the natural history of three environmentally diverse 

regions of Poland. Initially we focused our attention on the primeval forests of Białoweiza where patience paid 

dividends and led to captivating views of seven species of woodpecker, a Pygmy Owl, and the enigmatic Goliath 

of a mammal, the European Bison. Our luck was really in as we stumbled upon a Wolf prowling at the edge of 

the forest. The extensive wetlands and meadows of the Biebrza national park attracted flocks of trumpeting 

Common Cranes. Up to 140 were seen on one field. Raptors began to feature more prominently here with 

Greater Spotted, Lesser Spotted and White-tailed Eagles gracing the skies. We also saw the very rare Saker 

Falcon. It was a thrill to find bizarrely shaped Elks lumbering through the dense reeds. Driving to the sandy 

Baltic shores of the north coast took us over glacial outwash plains carpeted with drumlins and eskers. 

Shorebirds and wildfowl now entered our daily log as we trudged along the tide-line with one eye on the lookout 

for migrating birds and the other focused on the strand, hoping to stumble upon a sizeable chunk of amber. A 

foray after dark along the streets and woodland fringes rewarded us with unbelievably close encounters with 

Wild Boar and Nathusius's Pipistrelles. Looking out towards the Russian border, we chanced upon four Black-

throated Divers on the sea. We visited two active bird-ringing stations where we enjoyed close up views of 

Hawfinch, Bearded Tit, Penduline Tit and assorted Warblers. 

 

Although we were constantly mindful of our target birds, we also enjoyed discovering a full range of wildlife 

from butterflies, dragonflies, bizarre fungi and some exquisite flowers; using a bat detector helped to increase an 

already impressive list of mammals. We were served prodigious feasts of typical Polish cuisine. Cultural aspects 

were not ignored and a brief visit to the delightful city of Gdańsk was a pleasant way to end a day of intensive 

birding. 

Day 1 Saturday 9th September 

Our flight from Heathrow to Warsaw was on time and Oliwier met us at the airport. We set off for eastern 

Poland with Witek at the wheel of the coach. Taking a set lunch at the Karmiza hotel gave us a welcome break 

after negotiating heavy traffic coming out of the capital.  

 

We arrived at the Unikat Hotel in Białoweiza at 5pm and had a freshen up before setting out again to a quiet site 

in the forest where we hoped to find Pygmy Owls. Little did we know what a spectacular hour we would 

experience. Pygmy Owls called but kept their distance. So did Tawny Owls. A Woodcock flew over as Red Deer 

bellowed from the dense woodland and a Roe Deer emerged from the thicket. Suddenly a huge, imposing, dark, 

shadowy form eased out into the open and morphed into an impressive Bison. Another followed and then 

another, until 13 magnificent Bison trailed across the trackway. Then, from the other direction several members 

of the group noticed a dark shape bounding across the road. It was a Pine Marten and a second individual joined 

the frolicking. As we were enjoying their antics, a Wild Boar trotted across the road in the distance. By now 

darkness had enveloped the woodland so we piled back into the bus. Switching on the headlights illuminated a 

beautiful Pine Marten only a few metres away and facing us with gleaming eyes. It was a superb view of this 

elusive carnivore and we returned to the hotel for a late supper exceedingly content. 
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Day 2 Sunday 10th September 

The day began with the sighting of two Black Redstarts and an overhead passage of Tree Pipits as we waited to 

board the bus. We spent this morning dipping into various regions of the forest in the vicinity of Białoweiza.  

 

The first of these was close to the village of Teremiski. Despite the logging activity, we encountered Lesser, 

Middle and Great Spotted Woodpeckers with little difficulty. Deeper into the forest beyond the disturbed, felled 

zone, we enjoyed prolonged views of a cooperative Three-toed Woodpecker intent on slurping sap oozing from 

the wounds it had inflicted upon a pine tree. It even splayed its legs out to the side and spread its toes so that we 

could actually confirm there were only three digits. Black Woodpeckers were calling, but some distance away. 

However, one approached and provided us with pleasing flight views. It then loitered to preen as it clung to a 

decaying tree. A lucky few of the group found a Hawfinch sitting quietly and prominently on a tree top. 

Suddenly, a cry from an over-flying raptor turned all heads skywards in time to see a magnificent Lesser Spotted 

Eagle soar above the canopy. A Red Squirrel with a fine bushy tail squatted on a branch for a while with the sun 

behind its rusty, blonde-fringed tail. A brief stop at Budy Bridge didn't yield much bird life, but we did find a 

very young Grass Snake and Southern Hawker dragonflies. A forest trail meanders into the pine woods starting 

just beyond Budy village. It leads to a clearing where a swamp with dead trees attracts a range of wildlife from 

croaking frogs, Brown and Southern Hawkers and Ruddy Darters, and evidence of Beaver activity. However, it 

was a Grey-headed Woodpecker that delighted us most. Until, that is, a splendid Black Woodpecker took centre 

stage. Everyone was able to examine its finer details through a telescope as it sat exposed at the apex of one of 

the dead trees. Judging by the regularity with which we found Badger tracks, it was concluded that they must be 

quite common residents of the forest. Some of the Parasol mushrooms that we saw were huge and Shaggy 

Inkcaps were equally impressive.  

 

We returned to the hotel for lunch and a brief freshen up, then we were off again to explore a trail close to 

Czerlonka, by a disused railway line. Here we found frequent patches of the exquisite Wood Cow-wheat 

(Melampyrum nemorosum) with beautiful purple bracts. The thicker nature of the woodland here made it a perfect 

habitat for the elusive Hazel Grouse. Elusive is what it remained, as only the briefest of views were secured by 

only a couple of us. Nutcracker also endeavoured to avoid us but with persistence we eventually tracked one 

down and saw it in flight. Thankfully, Crested Tits were much easier to see, being constantly vocal and 

conspicuous. The warmer, sandy soil here attracts a wide range of insects amongst which were Blue-winged 

Grasshoppers.  

 

We returned to the hotel for a very early evening meal so that we could be out as dusk approached for another 

attempt at locating a Pygmy Owl. The Narewka road seemed a likely place, so we drove along it for a few 

kilometres until we reached a sort of clearing where trees were thinly spaced and easier to scan. Sure enough, a 

Pygmy Owl began calling and it was soon located on a side branch of a Spruce tree. It was a thrilling moment as 

for most of the group it was their first encounter with this stern looking mini predator. We decided to continue 

along the Narewka road for a few more kilometres now that darkness had enveloped the woodlands. Driving on 

full beam, we anticipated sightings of Wolf, Lynx, martens, Wild Boar or perhaps a Bison or two. What we 

actually got were five leaping frogs crossing the road and an assortment of moths. Oh, well! A sojourn on Budy 

Bridge as mist rose over the stream’s flanking meadows and stars twinkled through a clear atmosphere was eerily 

accompanied by the bellicose bellowing of Red Deer stags and the cold light of glow worms beaming from the 
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roadside verges. Having enjoyed a very satisfying and full day in the field it was time to return to base and review 

the highlights. 

Day 3 Monday 11th September 

There had been overnight rain, creating a dank, misty dawn into which six keen souls emerged for a pre-

breakfast stroll. We followed farmland tracks to open meadowland where we witnessed the emergence of many 

Chaffinches and Yellowhammers from their pine-shelter-belt roosting site. Two Whinchats and a Whitethroat 

were perched on a perimeter fence. There were more birds in the gardens and we particularly enjoyed watching a 

Middle Spotted Woodpecker hammering at a tree. A Lesser Spotted called but couldn't be located. Fieldfares 

took flight from some unseen demon, clacking as they went away. A late Swift was a surprise.  

 

After breakfast, we made the short journey towards the entrance to the Strict Reserve. On the previous trip I had 

peered out of the window as the bus bumped along the approach road and I saw a Bison. Remembering this, I 

scanned the same area and was shocked and thrilled to see not a Bison but a fully mature hunk of a male Wolf 

prowling along the edges of the birch shelter belt. It turned to glare at us as we piled out of the bus for an 

improved view. Unperturbed, it lay down in the field for a short while then eased itself up again and trotted off 

towards the cover of long grass and the dense forest beyond. At the same time a Goshawk flew across this field 

causing a diversion of our attention from the retreating Wolf. What a special moment that was!  

 

Barbara, our forest guide, arrived to lead us up to the imposing gates barring entrance to the Strict Reserve. It 

resembled Jurassic Park with equally intriguing monsters within. A huge and magnificent bull Elk was feeding 

nonchalantly amongst the trees. It plodded slowly towards a track but was soon lost to view. A Black 

Woodpecker was hammering at the ground in full view. It then flew onto a low part of a tree trunk for a while, 

letting us enjoy spectacular views. Then it flew higher and clung on to the side of a tall, thick pine tree. It began 

hacking remorselessly at the bark, ripping off and dislodging huge chunks which cascaded down in a shower of 

debris. Whilst peering at several artistically designed fungi on the ground, we became aware of scuttling Bank 

Voles racing around aimlessly. Three hours raced by and it was time to return to the hotel for lunch.  

 

In the afternoon, we visited a trail laid with wooden boards snaking its way across boggy forest of Alders, Birch 

and Hornbeam trees. It is called the Zebra Zubr trail or the Bison’s ribs walk.  As we approached the starting 

point, a Lesser-Spotted Eagle was seen soaring over the woods accompanied by two Sparrowhawks. Here our 

persistence paid off, as three White-backed Woodpeckers allowed us to scrutinise them for a considerable 

amount of time. A Nutcracker called but failed to reveal itself. We opted to continue to the end of the boardwalk 

as far as the Bison breeding station, instead of retracing our steps. Stalls selling a wide range of honey flanked the 

car park to which we had summoned our driver to pick us up. From here it was a 40-minute drive to Kosy Most 

where we were thrilled to secure very good views of a Hazel Grouse both in flight and in a bush. Its high-pitched 

whistle is very penetrating and distinctive. This brought a conclusion to what had been a spectacular day of high 

quality natural history sightings. 
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Day 4 Tuesday 12th September 

The pre-breakfast walk into The Palace Park yielded very few birds which was certainly a surprise. A Middle 

Spotted Woodpecker was the only species of note. A dark lump in a meadow had us guessing for a while as it 

appeared mammalian in outline. However, it turned round to present itself as a Buzzard.  

 

After breakfast, we packed our bags and began the long drive towards our next base at Goniądz. Firstly, we 

visited a bird-ringing station on the shores of Siemianówka Lake. They caught Robins, Blackcaps, a Tree 

Creeper, Marsh Tit, Reed Warbler and, most spectacular of all, a juvenile Hawfinch. Looking out over the lake, 

there were still Whiskered Tern with juveniles and a number of Great Egrets. Raptors proved to be a challenge 

due to the distance but we were certain of Hobby, Sparrowhawk and Marsh Harrier. We had lunch by a lookout 

tower and enjoyed the luxury of a picnic table. Suddenly a thick-set, broad-winged eagle winged its way across 

the marsh. It had a distended crop bulging with food and flew close enough for us to be certain that it was a 

Greater Spotted Eagle. A brief look from a dam causeway at Bondary was profitable as a Black Kite was circling 

the lake. It is a rare species in Poland. It stooped and seized a dead fish drifting at the surface.  

 

When we arrived at Dojlidy Fishponds the sky had darkened to a threatening grey, but we managed to make a 

circuit of the pools before it began to rain quite heavily. A juvenile Red-necked Grebe was a good find. A 

Goshawk flew around, giving us good views of its diagnostic features such as rounded tail, very deep chest and 

bulging secondaries.  

 

We thought the rain had abated and so we called in at Jezioro Zygmunta Augusto lake close to the village of 

Czechowizna, only to find few birds and renewed rainfall. Journeying on to our hotel in Goniądz seemed the 

best option. Bugling Common Cranes were heard by a fortunate few as we entered the grounds of the Hotel 

Bartlowiza. 

Day 5 Wednesday 13th September 

Today we concentrated on the Biebrza Marshes, starting with a scan of the marshes from the hotel. 

Unexpectedly, this turned up a splendid Elk and two Roe Deer crossing a clearing on the marsh. As we were 

about to board the bus, a Hobby swooped at a Chiffchaff which was midway between trees. The Hobby’s lunge 

lacked accuracy and precision; the Chiffchaff escaped minus a few feathers. Watching from the village platform 

was also productive. We were flanked by chirping Tree Sparrows and noticed waves of Lapwings passing by. A 

Great Grey Shrike sat in a prominent position so it was easy for everyone to see. The first sightings of Common 

Cranes were recorded. We traversed the bridge and parked by the tower hide from which point we ambled up 

the road for a while. This was worthwhile as we saw an adult White-tailed Eagle, Lesser Spotted Eagle and 

Willow Tits. A meadow full of large Marsh Gentians were delightful. At this point we turned round and drove 

back through Goniądz to the Tsar Road.  

 

A rough track just after the turn off for Budy led us to a car park at Barwick from where we walked to an 

observation platform. A large falcon flew over which proved to be a Saker which is seldom recorded in Poland. 

Highlights included White-tailed Eagles, Hobby and an over-flying Nutcracker. A White Stork circled in a 

thermal. Further down the trail it forks and the right-hand track took us to a tower hide overlooking an expanse 

of marsh and scrub. Bomb craters were scattered around as a grim testament to hostilities of the Second World 
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War. Here we saw an Elk, a fitting reward for our patient scanning.  A moribund Stripe-backed Field Mouse was 

a new species for most of us. A young Adder was a good find too. Pine cones were sticking out from the 

crinkled bark of a pine tree where a Great Spotted Woodpecker had created an anvil to hold the cones whilst it 

hammered at the seeds. Spent ones were scattered around the base of the tree.  At Dobarz we found a restaurant 

prepared to allow us to consume our packed lunches in comfort for the small price of a coffee. Suitably 

refreshed, we continued south to another tower hide just north of Długa Luka, from which we picked out an Elk 

in the vastness of the marshes stretching out before us.  

 

Burzyn has a lookout hide on a hill giving the most fantastic views across the river and expansive marshes. And 

woods. Raptors sailed into and out of view and included Greater Spotted, Lesser Spotted and White-tailed 

Eagles. Much closer to us was a superb Goshawk. Then a Honey Buzzard, Hobby and Kestrel passed by. A 

Great Grey Shrike sat characteristically aloft on a post. We had excellent views of a Red Fox carrying an item of 

prey that precipitated much speculation about what it was. The fox appeared to cache it by a hay bale. As two 

Common Cranes flew over, three Roe Deer broke cover and paraded across the open ground. It was a doe with 

two well grown fawns.  

 

As we drove back to Goniądz we past several groups of Cranes. There was one flock of 140 bugling individuals. 

For an hour before our evening meal we scanned the marshes from the hotel grounds. Marsh Harriers were 

actively hunting and there was an amazing stream of Magpies flying past, totalling more than 30. After watching 

two Whinchats and another Great Grey Shrike, we went off to dine. In the evening we were going to Wizna for 

a night time boat excursion to see Beavers. Drizzle began to fall and the wind got up causing high waves on the 

river so we had to abandon the trip. However, there was a bat expert in the group with a detector and 

considerable knowledge. We did a bat walk and saw Nathusius’s Pipistrelle, Common Pipistrelle, Daubenton’s 

Bat, Pond Bat and Serotine. It was a fascinating session which we will hopefully repeat. 

Day 6 Thursday 14th September 

There was no sign of the overnight storm as dawn broke and early risers began scanning the sun-lit marshes in 

the hope of seeing an Elk. Only Roe Deer emerged but a range of raptors kept us alert.  

 

We departed at 8.30am to begin the long drive to the Baltic coast which would take us through the Masurian 

landscape peppered with glacial out wash features. Drumlins are especially prominent and kettle-hole lakes 

abound. A few Roe Deer and congregations of Cranes were spotted from the bus. After a couple of hours, we 

stopped at a RAMSAR site known as Jezioro Łuknajno. It is a massive, reed-fringed lake which can be viewed 

from a tower hide of impressive proportions. Unfortunately, it was quite cool and breezy so we didn't stay long. 

Hundreds of Mute Swans and Gadwall were drifting about but not much else was close enough to identify. Small 

groups of Common Cranes were on the move and a Lesser Spotted Eagle was hunting over a field. Lunch was 

taken in a restaurant in Dobre Miasto. Before turning onto the spit, we stopped to search some fields in the hope 

of seeing 23 Dotterel. It certainly didn't hold much attraction, being in the midst of motorways, pylons and 

general disturbance. However, it turned out to provide a raptor fest. Unbelievably, we saw all four species of 

harriers, Goshawk, Red-footed Falcon, Buzzards and Kestrels. The Dotterels were seen in flight and were rather 

distant.  
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We arrived at Krynica Morksa at 6pm ready for a clean up after our long journey. There were sow Wild Boar 

with piglets loitering in broad daylight around a block of flats but we decided not to stop as we intended to track 

them down later. Fortified by complimentary vodkas with our meal, we sauntered along the pavements of the 

village after dinner in search of nocturnal wildlife. Wild Boar forage in the immediate vicinity of our hotel. Dense 

woodland flanks the road and, soon after dusk, dark demons slip nonchalantly out of their forested domain to 

intrude upon the human thoroughfares. Wind-blown acorns and toppled waste bins lure the boar on to the 

verges where they forage in earnest. It took us a while to locate a group, but at the edge of a wooded stretch of 

road about 11 were sniffing and snorting. They fed, quite unconcerned by our proximity, and we were able to 

observe their behaviour for as long as we wished. Two females with accompanying older youngsters made up 

this company of boar. Slowly we drifted back to the hotel, after checking the location of the access road to the 

sea ready for an early morning exploration of the dunes and beach. 

Day 7 Friday 15th September 

This morning we awoke to strong winds and showers so no pre-breakfast walk was undertaken. The ferry across 

the Vistula was closed due to the waves and high wind so we had to go inland to the road bridge. First we 

explored some open fields in the vicinity of Łazska. It was a very productive visit as there were scores of 

Lapwings, Golden Plovers and other assorted wading birds. Four White-tailed Eagles remained close by, giving 

us excellent views. An adult and an immature perched together on the field after scattering the waders.  

 

Next, we began our walk northwards up the west bank of the Vistula river. Pine forest growing on sand flanks 

the river and provides shelter for migrants but there was no passage today. A Slow Worm and a few Common 

Lizards were all we found until we were nearly at the sea when Goosanders, Common Sandpipers and two Grey 

Seals were seen. The Sea Pea (Lathyrus japonicus) was quite widespread on the dunes and foreshore and some were 

in flower. It was very windy indeed when we climbed the watch tower overlooking the sea and an inlet. Here we 

saw Goldeneyes, Tufted ducks, Wigeon and Gadwall.  

 

The chosen route back was along the open sandy shore of the Baltic coast where small fragments of amber were 

collected by a few keen-eyed group members. The path wound through the pine woods and back to the awaiting 

bus. A tree gnawed through by Beavers was quite a sight. By mid afternoon we were on our way to Gdańsk 

where we spent an hour admiring the architecture and hunting for souvenirs. Returning to the hotel at 6.40pm 

didn't leave us much time for a clean-up before dinner. 

Day 8 Saturday 16th September 

Only three stalwarts of the group ventured out at 6.15am to search for migrants. The beach area was interesting 

as a Hobby came in off the sea, swiped at an incoming passerine then continued inland. Gull ringers were 

attempting to catch gulls using a fishing-line noose and bread. They failed miserably whilst we were there but did 

catch some later which they brought to the ringing station. Watching visible migration from the rear of the hotel 

was fascinating. There were hundreds of Crossbills, Siskins, White Wagtails, Chaffinches and, unbelievably, 

flocks of Penduline Tits. An Osprey came over, then a White-tailed Eagle. 

 

After breakfast, we made for the long-established ringing station just west of Krynica. Although the standard of 

bird handling differed from what we are used to by BTO ringers, we nevertheless had good opportunities to see 
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some spectacular birds in the hand. First out of the bag was a male Common Redstart. It was followed by Reed 

and Sedge Warblers, a Lesser Whitethroat and finally by two exquisite birds; a male Bearded Tit and a Penduline 

Tit. The ringer demonstrated how the moustaches on the Bearded Tit lift up as they are individual feathers. 

Whilst all this was happening there were migrants passing through, well above net height. Flocks of Crossbills 

and Siskins bounded over the pines and a gigantic White-tailed Eagle sailed into view at photographable range. 

After leaving the ringers, a mat of Antlion pits was discovered in the sand inside a bus shelter. Our next area of 

exploration was to be the east side of the Vistula river from Mikoszewo. We ambled along a forest trail to the 

amber beach, seeing a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker on the way. We spent a long time enjoying the variety of 

birds hanging around the inlet and sand bank. Many Goldeneye were diving for food amongst a range of ducks 

which included a pair of Scaup. Three White-tailed Eagles came over and one descended to the sandy islet giving 

us magnificent views. An Avocet was a local rarity.  

 

The glorious weather held as we moved on to our next birding location by the Krynica Yacht Club. A walk along 

the edge of the lagoon produced Penduline Tits, two Red-backed Shrikes, Whinchats, a Hobby and three 

Sparrowhawks. Finally, we drove to Piaski to view the Russian border with its battleships and helicopters 

patrolling. Four Black-throated Divers were an excellent find and a pleasing end to a full day of birding. After 

dark, there were Nathusius's Pipistrelles gathered around a stand of trees in the village but no Wild Boar showed 

up. 

Day 9 Sunday 17th September 

It was raining at dawn so it wasn't worth going out for a pre-breakfast walk. As we loaded the bus ready for a 

9am departure for Warsaw, Siskins were passing overhead. We made good progress as traffic was light and the 

weather improved. Counting Roe Deer was a way of passing the time up until the outskirts of Warsaw. As we 

had to drop Oliwier at the central railway station, Witek gave us a tour of the city before leaving us at the airport. 

 

The flight was on time and all too soon we were saying goodbyes as we dispersed to all parts of the country, after 

a really productive and enjoyable trip 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      September 

  Bird Species Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

1 Hazel Grouse  Tetrastes bonasia   1 2             

2 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus             1 H   

3 Greylag Goose  Anser anser                

4 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor       2        

5 Gadwall  Mareca strepera               

6 Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope                 

7 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   1       

8 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata                  

9 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta               2   

10 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca                  

11 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina                 

12 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula                

13 Greater Scaup  Aythya marila               2   

14 Common Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula             10    

15 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser                 

16 Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica               4   

17 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis                  

18 Red-necked Grebe  Podiceps grisegena                  

19 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus               

20 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis               1   

21 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia         1 1       

22 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea             

23 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo                

24 Great Egret Ardea alba              

25 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus               2   

26 European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus         1         

27 Black Kite Milvus migrans       1           

28 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla         4 1 4 6   

29 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus             

30 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus           1       

31 Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus           1       

32 Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus           1       

33 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus    2    2    

34 Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis     1 1 2 1       

35 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo            

36 Lesser Spotted Eagle  Aquila pomarina   1 1   1 4       

37 Greater Spotted Eagle  Aquila clanga       1 2         

38 Saker Falcon Falco cherrug         1         

39 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus             1     

40 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 1       2 4 1     

41 Red-footed Falcon  Falco vespertinus           2       

42 Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo   1   2 5   3 2   

43 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus       1           

44 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra                  

45 Common Crane  Grus grus       H 200       

46 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta               1   

47 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus             10     
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      September 

  Bird Species Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

48 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus              

49 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria                  

50 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola             1 3   

51 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula             2     

52 Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius             1     

53 Eurasian Dotterel Charadrius morinellus           23       

54 Eurasian Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola 1                 

55 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago         2        

56 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica                 

57 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata       H           

58 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus             1     

59 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus                  

60 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia              2   

61 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos                  

62 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres             1     

63 Sanderling  Calidris alba                 

64 Red Knot Calidris canutus             2    

65 Dunlin  Calidris alpina                 

66 Ruff  Calidris pugnax             1     

67 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus  1           

68 Common Gull Larus canus                

69 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus                 

70 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus               

71 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus                 

72 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis                 

73 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo                 

74 Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybrida                  

75 Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columba livia            

76 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus   1     1      

77 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto            

78 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco H H   H           

79 Eurasian Pygmy Owl  Glaucidium passerinum H 1               

80 Common Swift  Apus apus 3 1 1       1     

81 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dryobates minor   H H         1   

82 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocoptes medius   1 1 1 H   1 H   

83 White-backed Woodpecker  Dendrocopos leucotos     3             

84 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major 2 2      1    

85 Three-toed Woodpecker  Picoides tridactylus   1 1             

86 Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius   1              

87 European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis   1               

88 Grey-headed Woodpecker  Picus canus   1               

89 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio   1 1         2   

90 Great Grey Shrike  Lanius excubitor       2 2 1       

91 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius           

92 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica       H      

93 Spotted Nutcracker  Nucifraga caryocatactes   1 1   1         

94 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula            

95 Rook  Corvus frugilegus             

96 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix 1            

97 Northern Raven  Corvus corax 2 1 4   2 1 1 4 2 

98 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris              
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99 Willow Tit  Poecile montanus         H H    

100 Coal Tit  Periparus ater              

101 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus    H H          

102 Great Tit  Parus major             

103 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus             

104 Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus             H    

105 Bearded Reedling  Panurus biarmicus                  

106 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia                 

107 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica           

108 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum            

109 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus               1   

110 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   1 3       1   

111 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus               1   

112 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus             2   

113 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla     H            

114 Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca               1   

115 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis     1             

116 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla   H               

117 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus     1   H     1   

118 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes             H   

119 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea               

120 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris     1 1     1     

121 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris          

122 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula           1   

123 Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris   1  H       1   

124 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos     1 2 3         

125 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula H          1   

126 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros 2 2 2 2 1   1    

127 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus               1   

128 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra     2   5     4   

129 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe             1 2   

130 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata 1 1           2   

131 European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca 2                 

132 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus          

133 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus     2        1   

134 Blue-headed Wagtail Motacilla flava flava           1       

135 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba           

136 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis     1     1 1     

137 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis 1 2 3 2 H H       

138 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs           

139 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris       H         

140 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   H         

141 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis              

142 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina        1           

143 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra                  

144 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes   1   1           

145 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra          3       

146 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella 1           

147 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus       1   1 1     
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Mammals                     

1 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes         2         

2 Stoat Mustela erminea 1                 

3 Red Deer Cervus elaphus H H H H           

4 Elk Alces alces     1   3         

5 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 1 3     3 11 5   2 

6 Wild Boar Sus scrofa 1 1       19       

7 European Bison Bison bonasus 13                 

8 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 1 2 2 1           

9 Bank Vole Myodes glareolus     3             

10 Brown Hare Lepus europaeus             1     

11 Wolf Canis lupus     1             

12 Pine Marten Martes martes 3                 

13 Common Shrew Sorex araneus      1       1     

14 Pygmy Shrew Sorex minutus            1       

15 Nathusius’s Pipistrelle Pipistrellus nathusii                  

16 Common Pipistrelle  Pipistrellus pipistrellus                   

17 Serotine Eptesicus serotinus                   

18 Pond Bat Myotis dasycneme                  

19 Daubenton’s Bat Myotis daubentonii                   

20 Stripe-backed Field Mouse Apodemus agrarius         1         

21 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus              2     

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Common Lizard, Zootoca vivipara Common Frog, Rana temporaria  

Common Toad, Bufo bufo  Slow Worm, Anguilis fragilis 

Marsh Frog, Pelophylax ridibundus Grass Snake, Natrix natrix 

Adder , Vipera berus   

Dragonflies,   

Southern Hawker, Aeshna cyanea Brown Hawker, Aeshna grandis 

Ruddy Darter, Sympetrum sanguineum Migrant Hawker, Aeshna mixta 

Common Darter, Sympetrum vulgaris  

Other taxa 

Water Scorpion, Nepa cinerea   

 


