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Tour participants: Dave Pierce (leader), Piotr Debowski (local guide) and Wacek (driver) 

With nine Naturetrek clients. 

Day 1 Saturday 4th May 

The group met onboard the aircraft, during our British Airways flight from Heathrow. After a smooth, 

uneventful flight we arrived a little ahead of time at Warsaw's Frederic Chopin airport. Here we all gathered at 

the baggage reclaim before proceeding to the Arrivals Hall where we were soon met by Piotr, our local guide, 

who escorted us to the waiting minibus and driver.  

 

With the luggage quickly loaded we set off on a bright sunny Polish afternoon. However Piotr was keen to show 

us some birds, so in a relatively short time we pulled up at a leafy square in the capitals suburbs. Almost 

immediately we were observing a splendid male Redstart singing away in a Plane tree. Other species included 

Chaffinches, Blackbirds, Woodpigeons, a Jay and, a surprise even for Piotr, a Short-toed Tree-creeper, which 

gave good views. We then heard the main target of our early stop, but didn't see it. Eventually in a neighbouring 

square linked by deciduous trees we tracked it down. A female Syrian Woodpecker, a wonderful species to see 

and compare with our familiar Great Spotted, and one which could have proved more difficult in Białowieża 

Before re-boarding the minibus we also added Fieldfares to our sightings. 

 

Recommencing the journey after negotiating several streets we joined the motorway to head east north-east. Roe 

Deer proved to be our first mammal of the trip, with Buzzard and Lapwing being additional species. It was also 

interesting to witness a small field being ploughed with the implement pulled by a horse! We stopped at a regular 

venue for Naturetrek, the Kamiza Hotel where we enjoyed some delicious Polish cuisine. Outside Kestrels were 

hovering (or was it hoovering!), with Buzzards & Ravens soaring, whilst in the grounds Tree Sparrows and 

Swallows were active. 

 

Continuing on the picturesque drive through changing landscapes we noted White Storks attending their nests, 

stalking Great Egrets by wetlands plus the first Common Cranes of the tour. Then we spotted a Marsh Harrier 

quartering a field flushing to flight passerines including Skylark and Yellow Wagtail. On a quiet stretch of road 

we pulled up and de-bussed to observe Yellow Wagtails (the Blue-headed race) close at hand, where to our 

delight an added bonus was finding at least three male Ortolan Buntings. Several Yellowhammers were present 

here, whilst more distantly across a field a Red Fox with a heavily moulting coat was spotted. 

 

Soon after we arrived in the village of Białowieża, where we checked in to our rooms at Pension Unikat. Then 

following a three-course meal we set off in the bus with Piotr who was eager to show us Pygmy Owl at dusk. 

Eventually we did see the owl but alas the light was too dim and we could only make out a dashing silhouette, 

although at an incredibly close range. However two roding Woodcocks provided a nice finale to the day.  

Day 2 Sunday 5th May 

At 0600 the whole group set off for a walk from the hotel on a dry, if cool morning. A male Black Redstart 

posed well on various perches as we strolled along a quiet street in this attractive village. Soon we were on the 

outskirts overlooking meadows with the primeval forest beyond. A singing Whinchat gave good views, as did a 

Corn Bunting on overhead wires, whilst Woodlarks performed their flutey flight songs. Nearby on the ground 
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we saw our first Hawfinches, with this scare British species becoming a familiar sight during the coming week. 

Other seed eaters in the location included Greenfinches and Yellowhammers and a Icterine Warbler was 

amongst the warblers heard singing. A little further on our route a Red Fox padded across the meadow which 

was overflown by two Cranes. 

 

An unseen Wryneck had been teasing us with its song for some time, but proving elusive to sight until it alighted 

on a storks nest in clear view presenting us with great views. Here both Cuckoo and Stock Dove were seen and a 

Wood Warbler on low branches gave good views. We had been alerted to the presence of Golden Orioles by 

their calls from heavily foliaged cover and were then treated to good views of two when they flew across the 

meadow to the next area of woodland. At the gate into the Palace Park we came across a busy colony of 

Fieldfares and no less than three Great Grey Shrikes with one carrying a mouse or vole. One of the shrikes 

showed well for us perching on top of a tree.  

 

In the park itself a Middle Spotted Woodpecker gave good views, as did a Firecrest. We also saw Spotted 

Flycatcher, another Wood Warbler and observed a Marsh Tit investigating a hole in one of the parks grand trees. 

We saw our first Collared Flycatchers with one male chasing a Great Spotted Woodpecker. Exiting the gate back 

into the village to return to the hotel a colourful male Serin showed close at hand, whilst more distantly two 

Lesser Spotted Eagles displayed, with a third flying in to join them. 

 

Feeling fortified after a hearty breakfast of sausages, cold meats and cheese, with tomatoes, cucumbers, plus jam, 

bread, tea and coffee we set off in the minibus. We hadn't travelled far when Piotr had the group hurriedly de-

bus after he had spotted two Black Woodpeckers fighting. A search of the area failed to find the woodpeckers, 

although a distant Red-backed Shrike perched on a deer fence was a first for the tour. 

 

Continuing on we were soon back out to start a walk along the "Black Road" through the forest with its array of 

birdlife. The sounds of Wood Warblers, Chiffchaffs, Nuthatches, Wrens and both Collared and Pied Flycatcher 

surrounded us. Siskin and Marsh Tit gave good views either side of our grassy route with a displaying Lesser 

Spotted Eagle also adding its voice overhead. We stopped at a forest junction to examine a Wolf spoor then 

strolled on to explore further. Where a waterlogged and consequently more open section of the forest appeared 

on the left with numerous dead Alders we stopped. Piotr alerted us to the call of a White-backed Woodpecker 

and some of the group managed glimpses. We then tried for some time from various places on the track to 

achieve a better angle towards the birds location, but still failed to spot it.  

 

Meanwhile Piotr had done a recce down the side of the flooded area and located the birds nest. He led us 

carefully through the forest skirting the water to a position where we could see the nest hole in a dead tree 

surrounded by water. A lengthy stakeout then commenced but our patience was eventually rewarded with 

excellent views of both the male and female White-backed Woodpeckers in adjacent trees and the nest tree itself. 

Here we watched them feeding their young when heads protruded from the hole. It was a fantastic to observe 

the rarest European woodpecker so well. More than satisfied, we retraced our steps to the track and headed back 

to the waiting bus. Along the way a Lesser Spotted Eagle gave a wonderful aerial display overhead with its wings 

"trembling" as it dived. Another great experience. 

 

We took lunch back at Pension Unikat where amongst the fine fayre the pancakes were irresistible! Afterwards 

we returned to the forest and the "Black Road", although this time we entered from the opposite side. Our main 
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quest was to find Grey-headed Woodpecker, to which end we walked to a swampy area in the forest. The habitat 

wasn't too dissimilar from where we observed the pre-lunch White-backs, although at this location the flooded 

area was on both sides of the track. The male was heard and then seen not long after our arrival and thereafter 

we enjoyed frequent good views of him as he visited a nest hole in one of the Alders standing in the water.  

 

In between the Grey-head Woodpecker sightings there was plenty of other bird activity. A dozen Swallows 

hawked around the trees in the swamp, a Sedge Warbler sang from reeds showing from time to time, Nuthatches 

regularly visited a nest hole and there were Hawfinches, males of both Blackcap and Reed Bunting, plus a 

marauding Sparrowhawk. Furthermore a "northern" white-headed race of Long-tailed Tit put in an appearance 

from time to time, whilst we had more woodpecker action. A second Middle-spotted of the day was most 

welcome, but not before two very noisy Black Woodpeckers flew in and landed, with at least one of this large 

species showing well - our sixth woodpecker species of the day. Finally we returned to the hotel where after a 

three course meal everyone soon retired to bed. 

Day 3 Monday 6th May 

It was a 0500 start for the group on this pre-breakfast excursion. The bus took us back to the site in the Budy 

area where on our first evening we had looked for Pygmy Owl. We were accompanied by Arek Szymura a local 

expert on the ecology of the Białowieża Forest. Again the owl proved elusive, although a couple of the group did 

manage a brief view. Returning to the bus a new mammal species was added to the trip when we observed three 

Red Deer hinds on the road verge. 

 

We then drove back to Białowieża and under Arek’s guidance we commenced a tour of the Strict Reserve. 

Besides being one of a very limited number of holders of guiding licences for this zone, his knowledge of the 

forest would have been hard to surpass. This special habitat spans across the border from Poland into Belarus 

and is an amazing relic of primeval forest. It's the only remaining primeval forest in Europe and is truly awe-

inspiring to behold. Arek not only explained about the fascinating ecology of the forest, but also its origins and 

of its human history. Of course we were alert to the bird life and of special note we had brief views of two 

White-backed Woodpeckers early in the tour, plus a couple of Pied Flycatchers. A little further on a splendid 

adult male Red-breasted Flycatcher was seen well and was a new species for our trip. 

 

To allow for the mornings activities we had a later than normal breakfast at 10am followed by some free time for 

the remainder of the morning. Most folk opted for some casual birdwatching by strolling down to the nearby 

Narewka River and the neighbouring part of the Palace Park. On approach to the river Savi's Warblers could be 

heard singing from the cover of the reed beds and were eventually seen by some. Sedge Warblers were also 

present as were Reed Buntings and Swallows. Across the road at the Palace ponds a Kingfisher was poised on an 

overhanging perch, Great Reed Warblers were spotted and heard singing, whilst a female Goldeneye was on the 

water. Also seen were Marsh Tit, Lesser Whitethroat, at least three Hawfinches and a singing Serin. Nick and 

John saw Wryneck and even managed some images, whilst Trevor found a Grass Snake. 

 

After lunch the whole group set off on a walk together, going back down to the Narewka again but this time 

wandering up stream. Both Whitethroat and Lesser Whitethroat were present, with around 10 White Wagtails 

feeding in a horse field, where there were also Lapwings. A male Black Redstart was seen going into holes in a 

rustic wooden barn where he probably had a nest. We saw both a grey and a brown Cuckoo. A Lesser Spotted 
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Eagle patrolled the opposite bank of the river and we noticed a Fox trotting ahead of us. Two male Red-backed 

Shrikes close and showing well could well have been the species of the walk, but soon they were arguably 

eclipsed by two Barred Warblers. Initial we had difficulty seeing them after Piotr had homed in on their song, but 

eventually everyone had good perched views and we finished with some good song flight observations too. 

 

Wacek, our driver for most of the tour met us at the end of the walk and we set off in the bus to drive 

northwards to the Kosy Most area. Here we pulled off the gravel forest road in an area where the effects of 

Spruce Bark Beetle were most evident with ranks of Norwegian Spruces standing dead or dying. Whilst Piotr 

went on a scouting mission the group scanned the forest edge either side of the road. Amongst the birdlife a 

Woodlark was singing over an enclosure to protect regenerating trees from browsing deer. Soon Piotr returned 

excitedly and led the group into the spruces where to our delight directed us onto a Three-toed Woodpecker 

foraging on the conifers. It was wonderful to observe yet another of the rarer European woodpeckers.  

 

Whilst watching the woodpecker we discovered a large stick nest high in a spruce which Dave and Piotr 

concurred was a Goshawk. (PS this was confirmed in mid-May and contained at least one young). Afterwards we 

drove slowly through quiet forest back roads where there was a chance to see Bison. Alas it wasn't to be and we 

had to make do with a Brown Hare! Birdlife however included Redshank, Lapwing and two Cranes in a meadow, 

whilst at another meadow we saw Whinchats. Amongst others seen before returning to the hotel for the evening 

were Yellowhammers, three Black-headed Gulls and 16 Greylag Geese. 

Day 4 Tuesday 7th May 

Our pre breakfast walk from the hotel took the route of our first mornings walk at Białowieża as far as a low hill 

overlooking the meadows between the village and forest. Black Redstart was again seen early on, as were Corn 

Bunting and Whinchat. From the high point this time we wandered off to the right where further down the 

gentle slope the group paused to scan around. Several species such as Linnet and Yellowhammer gave good 

views, although Trevor stole the show finding a lovely pair of Golden Orioles perched perfectly for the group to 

admire. A little further on a Cuckoo perched conspicuously and by the time we had circled back to a more 

wooded area on the outskirts of the village a singing Garden Warbler gave excellent views. Not far away an 

equally brilliant view was had of a Icterine Warbler singing in full sunlight on the outer branches of an Alder. It 

was good too to observe well the northern race of Long-tailed Tit which appeared several times carrying food. 

The last few hundred metres along the street to the hotel continued to be productive, with male Redstart, Tree 

Sparrows and several Hawfinches all seen. 

 

After a break of an hour, during which time we enjoyed a well-deserved breakfast, we headed off in the bus for 

the day. We returned to the Kosy Most Bridge area where we had been the previous afternoon, although this 

time we strolled down to the Narewka River. Bird sightings by the track included Wood Warbler, Crested Tit and 

a male Great Spotted Woodpecker, with Trevor catching sight of a Black Woodpecker flying over. Not 

forgetting the butterflies, we saw Orange Tip, Brimstone, Green-veined White and a Camberwell Beauty. 

Around the bridge itself a couple of Lesser Whitethroats showed well, plus Whitethroat, Cuckoo and Hawfinch, 

although singing Icterine and Marsh Warblers remained elusive. 

 

Next we boarded the bus to continue to Siemianówka spotting a Sparrowhawk during the short drive. We 

arrived at the reservoir’s south shore where we ate our only picnic lunch of the trip on another dry sunny day. 
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Thereafter we ascended the watchtower where the panorama encompassed open water, reedbeds and 

surrounding forest. Numerous Greylag Geese were evident and amongst them Dave spotted a single White-

fronted Goose. Other waterfowl in the reedbeds included a Whooper Swan, a pair of Shoveler, three Gadwall 

and three drake Garganey plus a female. The reed beds also contained Grey Heron, Great Egret, Common 

Crane, plus the tour’s first Wood Sandpipers and Ruffs. All three species of marsh terns were found (Whiskered, 

Black and White-winged), plus a single Common. On the open water in addition to Coots, Great Crested Grebes 

were well represented. Marsh Harriers were quartering low over the reedbeds and at least six Hobbies 

continuously patrolled the skies above. We had our first White-tailed Eagles, with at least three different 

individuals seen from time to time, plus soaring Buzzards and Lesser Spotted Eagles, whilst amongst the 

passerines a Great Grey Shrike was conspicuous whilst hovering. 

 

We returned to the hotel after this action-packed afternoon and after dinner we boarded the minibus for an 

evening excursion. Some unexpected road works delayed us, but we still arrived by an extensive area of 

marshland besides the Narew River in ample time. We negotiated a dry route to the edge of a marsh, passing 

initially through woodland where a Wryneck was heard but not seen. Here by the marsh we were joined by 

another group on the same quest. We looked out to a Great Snipe lek and once the light began to fade the birds 

were seen. It was tricky to see them amongst the vegetation in dusky conditions but we could make out their 

display with birds leaping into the air. From the same spot we heard Corncrake and a Woodcock was seen flying, 

whilst another of the latter species was heard & then seen on the trek back to the bus. 

Day 5 Wednesday 8th May 

A frost-coated surface greeted us when the group gathered for the morning walk at 6am. We strolled along the 

street towards the Palace Park hearing but not seeing a Wryneck, while early sightings included Serin, Spotted 

Flycatcher and Tree Sparrow. Entering the park revealed three Hawfinches on the ground and a pair of Wood 

Warblers mating. A Red Squirrel obliged us with good views and we also enjoyed sightings of Marsh Tit, both 

male and female Collared Flycatchers, plus male and female Great Spotted Woodpeckers.  

 

Taking the gentle slope down to the ponds Fieldfares were busy foraging for their nestlings, a Great Reed 

Warbler was clamouring on the pond edge where a Mallard and her brood of duckling paddled by. A Kingfisher 

was seen from time to time and a Common Sandpiper flew over the bridge connecting the ponds. Piotr's acutely 

discerning hearing was as ever to the fore. He picked out a Grey-headed Woodpecker of which we had a fleeting 

view, but it was the sound of another species that he really homed in on. He led us across the road to an area of 

dense shrubbery from where the singing emanated. With a little patience and lots of helpful directions we all 

good views of the tour’s first Thrush Nightingale.  

 

Around the same location either heard or seen we had Garden Warbler, Blackcap and Sedge Warbler with up to 

seven Common Snipe displaying overhead. Drawn back to the roadside by the calls of Lesser Spotted 

Woodpecker, which we had also heard earlier, we were presented with great views of both male and female of 

this species by their nest hole. Amazingly a Wryneck landed close to the same hole in full view, whilst an Icterine 

Warbler showed well singing from the outer branches of a Maple. And it didn't end there; on the way back to the 

hotel, a male Red-backed Shrike posed on top of a flowering fruit tree and then after it took a short flight we 

realised it had joined its mate. Thus ended an absolutely amazing session and all before breakfast! 
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Later we bade farewell to the Unikat, although before departing the Białowieża area we revisited the Pygmy Owl 

site. Shortly after setting off on the drive two Elk crossed the road from a meadow allowing us good views of 

these huge deer. A little later we had equal success in the forest when one of the Pygmy Owls appeared head and 

shoulders out of its breeding hole, to peer at the assembled group lined up facing the nest tree. It was both a 

good view and a good photographic opportunity.  

 

We continued on our journey to Biebrza through changing rural landscapes and attractive settlements of various 

sizes. We pulled over and de-bussed when a grey harrier was spotted from the vehicle. We watched heading 

away, quartering low over crops and pleasantly surprised to concluded it was a male Hen Harrier. Whilst taking 

various minor roads trying to relocate it we came across what appeared to be an established Montagu's Harrier 

breeding site. At least three birds were present including stunning adult grey males in great light, giving excellent 

views and providing wonderful display flights. Other raptors here were several Buzzards and a Lesser Spotted 

Eagle showing well. Additionally passerines here included Yellowhammers, Ortolan Bunting and a male Blue-

headed Wagtail perched on top of one of the plants in an extensive oilseed rape field. Returning to our route a 

Hobby was seen in passing and we stopped to view a Grey Partridge that had been spotted as drove by.  

 

We enjoyed a pleasant restaurant lunch before visiting the Dojlidy fish ponds at Bialystok. On arriving at the first 

pond we were greeted by a noisy throng of breeding Black-headed Gulls plus the song of numerous Fire-bellied 

Toads. Great Reed Warblers joined in the chorus and ton he water we found Coots, Great Crested Grebes plus 

close ups of stunning Black-necked Grebes. An immature Little Gull was spotted amongst the Black-headeds 

and also present was our first Red-necked Grebe. A further three Red-necked Grebes were were seen shortly 

afterwards and waterfowl included three Goldeneye and a Whooper Swan. More sounds were audible including 

singing Reed & Savi's Warblers, with on at least three occasions the deep boom of Bittern rang out. Several 

Marsh Harriers were hunting over the reedbeds and Laura drew our attention to a White-tailed Eagle perched in 

a tree on the far side of a pond. Just as we observed it, it took off, with the full white-tail and pale head of an 

adult showing well in flight before it alighted again at a different tree. 

 

Afterwards we completed the drive to the village of Goniądz spending a few minutes at a platform overlook the 

marshes which gave us a perspective of what awaited us over the next couple of days. We saw two species of 

deer, three Roe's and three Elk, Europe's smallest and largest native species. We reach our hotel a few minutes 

later and after quickly checking it was soon time for dinner in the hotels amazing restaurant. Strolling across for 

the meal, a yaffling Green Woodpecker reminded us that it was the only woodpecker species we hadn't so far 

seen! 

Day 6 Thursday 9th May 

When the group met at 0600 a Golden Oriole was singing and we learned that John (J) had already heard and 

then seen one from his bedroom! Just out in front of the hotel entrance there was an active colony of Fieldfares 

and Serins were singing from the tops of bushes, with a Green Woodpecker heard. We wandered the short 

distance down to the edge of the marsh where amongst others we saw Wood Sandpiper, two Ruffs, a couple of 

Black Terns, Reed Buntings, Blue-headed Wagtail, White Stork and Grey Heron. Lapwings and Snipe were 

displaying and a Hobby flew past low over the marsh. Walking further along the side of the marsh we 

encountered more Blue-headed Wagtails and Wood Sandpipers plus a Common Sandpiper, Great Reed Warbler 

and Mute Swans. We then ascended the slope up to the village’s viewing platform, seeing Treecreeper and Wood 
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Warblers on route. From the high vantage point from we could see more Black Terns, Cranes, Great Egret and a 

Sparrowhawk which was being mobbed by Swallows. Returning to the we passed numerous songsters including 

a Redstart singing from a conspicuous perch. 

 

Recommencing our exploration of Biebrza after breakfast we hadn’t gone far when we witnessed a Goshawk 

flushing up waders including Ruff, Redshank and Wood Sandpiper. The big accipiter was in turned mobbed by a 

Sparrowhawk giving the group a good size comparison between the hawks. Shortly afterwards Wacek pointed 

out a pair of Hoopoe mating on a fence post. At least 12 Cranes were in a distant field, with a Great Grey Shrike 

alternating between hovering and perching whilst foraging. In the same area we also saw Whinchat, Woodlark, 

Mistle Thrush, Raven and more Blue-headed Wagtails. Driving a short distance further we de-bussed close to an 

old Russian fort built at the start of the 20th century. From here we joined a boardwalk into the marsh, from 

which we had a good view of a male Penduline Tit and then Piotr found an occupied nest which was being 

visited by adults though the views were brief. Reed Buntings were present here, as were Savi's Warblers, of which 

after several glimpses we were treated to a couple of exceptional views. Finally before we returned for lunch two 

Hobbies flew over low overhead.  

 

Assembling at the hotel car park prior to the afternoons excursion two Lesser Whitethroats showed well, along 

with Fieldfares and Tree Sparrows. An elusive Golden Oriole that had been tantalising us with its song, was 

eventually located with everyone enjoying the sight of this beautiful male. Once on board the bus we headed off 

past this morning’s venues to a much drier habitat. We walked a short distance into a meadow surrounded by 

extensive woodland. A couple of Great Grey Shrikes were evident, as were Cranes, Hoopoe, Skylark, Lapwing 

and the trip’s first Curlew. We'd seen a Fox on the approach from the vehicle, then another, then yet a third! The 

location was part of a breeding territory for one of only a handful of pairs of Great Spotted Eagle in Poland and 

consequently we spent a good deal of time conscientiously scanning. Besides soaring Buzzards and Ravens we 

had sighting of several Lesser Spotted Eagles, which due to the range had to be carefully distinguish from their 

larger close relative. After a lengthy session, and just as enthusiasm from the group began to wane, John(J) made 

the breakthrough picking up a large raptor drifting towards. It presented a good view and we were delighted see 

it was indeed a Greater Spotted Eagle - a great result! 

 

Just on departure a Brown Hare wandered by and then we were soon cruising to our next venue. It wasn't too 

long before we arrived at a high tower overlooking an extensive area of marsh. A Thrush Nightingale was singing 

close by and from the vantage point we observed Common Snipe displaying, a couple of hunting female 

Montagu's Harriers plus a Roe Deer. We could also see a nearby board walk stretching out into the marsh and 

soon we were strolling along it. From its termination point we had further Montagu's Harrier sightings including 

a wonderful grey male, captured in terrific light carrying prey. Both male and female Marsh Harriers were seen 

too, whilst Lapwings, Black-tailed Godwits and Snipe were present. Whinchat, Sedge Warbler, and Meadow Pipit 

were amongst the passerines. However the star passerines had to be two Aquatic Warblers that gave great views 

perched singing on reed tops. Another memorable day in the field ended with an Elk spotted by Wacek on the 

return drive to the hotel. 

Day 7 Friday 10th May 

The voice of a Green Woodpecker greeted the group for the 0600hrs walk from the hotel, though only Trevor 

managed to see it. Again we strolled along the edge of the marsh with Wood Sandpipers regularly seen, with a 
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few White-winged Terns, plus around 30 Black Terns with some carrying fish and probably heading for their 

breeding site. Three Great Egrets were also seen in flight followed by a further two in the company of a Grey 

Heron. A couple of Hoopoes were heard and then one was seen. We also encountered two Marsh Harriers, a 

Buzzard, two Redshanks, a Common Sandpiper and a Cuckoo. Passerines varied from Great Reed Warblers to 

Hooded Crows and from the elevated viewing platform on the edge of the village a couple of Cranes were 

circling plus the inevitable White Storks. 

 

After breakfast we returned to the tower area near the old fortress which we explored yesterday morning. Reed 

Buntings and Sedge Warblers were evident, but it was Bluethroats which captured our attention. We had several 

good views of one, which in this region are the "white spotted" sub species. However, we had equally good 

views of a singing Savi's Warbler. We watched an adult White-tailed Eagle with prey struggling to gain height, 

whilst really close at hand Piotr pointed out an incubating Mallard duck on her nest in the vegetation. Given her 

cryptic camouflage it was an amazing find and it took everyone quite some time to spot her. 

 

We then moved on to the second tower we'd stopped at yesterday afternoon overlooking the Aquatic Warbler 

boardwalk. A Snipe perched obligingly on a dead tree for us and a superb male Montagu's Harrier quartering 

flushed up an equally resplendent breeding plumaged Black-tailed Godwit. Despite the late morning hour an Elk 

was observed too. Following this viewing we made a short drive to check either side of the road near the 

boardwalk. There were Lapwings, Wood Sandpipers and Redshanks, plus Whinchats and Reed Buntings to be 

seen. Eventually it was Dave who spotted our main target, Citrine Wagtail. Initially, a brilliant male, then a 

female, followed by a second pair all showing well in a rather more open, less vegetated, muddy area. They were 

flushed up by a Sparrowhawk but returned to feed again soon after. On the opposite side of the road two Elk 

waded in the marsh and when we set off in the bus for lunch a Brown Hare was seen. 

 

Lunch was taken in a rather splendid brick built castle, which turned out to be very close to the third tower of 

the day which we visited immediately afterwards. This proved to be an excellent venue. There were in view 

Greylags with goslings, a pair of Cranes with a single young and both Black and White-winged Terns. We had 

great views of a Savi's Warbler and some spectacular Montagu's Harrier displays, including one male whilst 

carrying prey. We had six Montagu's plus a number of Marsh Harriers including interaction between the two 

species, with the smaller one tending to be the more aggressive to their larger cousins. A Penduline Tit was heard 

and we saw our first Sand Martins of the tour. 

 

Our next stop was at a quarry, where our main target was Bee-eater which had nested there previously. However 

we did not see any, though we did find amongst others Wheatear and Tawny Pipit, both new species for the 

tour. A Fox was encountered on the drive following the quarry stop. This drive brought us to the banks of the 

Biebrza at Brzowo. This was yet another excellent site to which Piotr introduced us. We had begun to expect 

Wood Sandpipers in most places and we weren't disappointed here, but amongst the other waders we found 

Ruffs (& Reeves!), Black-tailed Godwits, Dunlins, a Temminck's Stint, a Little Ringed Plover and a Spotted 

Redshank (though not in breeding plumage). All three species of marsh terns were present. A Black Stork was 

seen somewhat distantly, plus over 50 Cranes. With the threatened rain setting in we took our leave and headed 

back to Goniądz and our hotel. 
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After dinner, Piotr, always eager to share his country’s wildlife with us, arranged a special boat trip after dark 

which half the group joined. After no more than five minutes on board and with the aid of a spotlight a Beaver 

was illuminated to delight of the group. The sound of a Spotted Crake was an added bonus! 

Day 8 Saturday 11th May 

Despite the 11pm return for many of the group’ most members were out before breakfast for some final 

exploration around the hotel environs and adjacent marsh. Golden Oriole was seen again, plus at least four 

Common Sandpipers and more members caught sight of Green Woodpecker, to complete the list of all 10 

European species. Trevor saw a Hoopoe and a Kingfisher. 

 

During breakfast Wacek was thanked for his safe driving and obliging manner, whilst Piotr was thanked for his 

outstanding skills at identifying and finding the wonderful array of species, many very special, that we enjoyed 

during our week.  

 

After checking out of the hotel we couldn't resist another stop by the marsh at Brzowo. Waders were again to 

the fore, including a Temminck's Stint. All three marsh terns were present, plus two Common Terns. Amongst 

the waterfowl a drake Garganey was seen and a large flock of Greylags suddenly erupted off the marsh from 

where a White-tailed Eagle rose clutching prey. This adult was tracked to woodland on the opposite side of the 

marsh where it landed at a huge stick nest. A couple of Cranes were seen and a Great Egret. 

 

Another four Great Egrets were seen from the bus when we continued our journey and we also glimpsed the 

trips only Little Egret. Other sightings in transit included a Fox and Nick spotted a Red-backed Shrike. We 

enjoyed a lovely lunch at the Karmiza restaurant. Then with reasonable traffic we dropped Rebecca off in central 

Warsaw, to arrive 15 minutes later at the "Frederic Chopin" airport. We bade farewell to each other after a 

successful and friendly visit to some of the best wildlife watching areas in Poland. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 
 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

1 Greylag Goose Anser anser     18 ✓     ✓ ✓ 

2 Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons       1         

3 Mute Swan Cygnus olor 1     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus       1 1       

5 Garganey Spatula querquedula       4     1 1 

6 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata       2         

7 Gadwall Mareca strepera       4 1       

8 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos   4 10 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca       ✓         

10 Common Pochard Aythya ferina       1         

11 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula     1   3   1   

12 Grey Partridge Perdix perdix         1       

13 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena         4       

14 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus       ✓ ✓       

15 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis         1       

16 Black Stork Ciconia nigra             1   

17 White Stork Ciconia ciconia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

18 Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris         h   h   

19 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓   1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

20 Great Egret Ardea alba 1   2 ✓ 1 ✓ ✓ 5 

21 Little Egret Egretta garzetta               1 

22 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo       1         

23 Lesser Spotted Eagle Clanga pomarina   5 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ 1   

24 Greater Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga           1     

25 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 1 1   1   2 1   

26 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis           2     

27 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus ✓   2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

28 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus         1       

29 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus         4 3 c10   

30 Red Kite Milvus milvus                 

31 White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla       3+ 1   1 1 

32 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

33 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus           h h   

34 Corn Crake Crex crex       h h h h h 

35 Spotted Crake Porzana porzana           h h   

36 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra       ✓ ✓ ✓     

37 Common Crane Grus grus 2 2 2 ✓ ✓ 20+ 60+ ✓ 

38 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ 

39 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius             2 2 

40 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata           1 1   

41 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa           6 ✓ ✓ 

42 Ruff Calidris pugnax           4 ✓ ✓ 

43 Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii             7 ✓ 

44 Dunlin Calidris alpina             25 ✓ 

45 Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 2     2         

46 Great Snipe Gallinago media       4         

47 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago     h ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

48 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos       2 1 2 1 4 

49 Common Redshank Tringa totanus     1     2 ✓ ✓ 

50 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

51 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus             1   

52 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓   3 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

53 Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus         1       

54 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus         1       

55 Common Tern Sterna hirundo 1     1       2 

56 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida       ✓     ✓ ✓ 

57 White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus       c20 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ 

58 Black Tern Chlidonias niger       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 Feral Pigeon Columba livia var. domestica ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

60 Stock Dove Columba oenas   1 1 ✓         

61 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

62 European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur                 

63 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

64 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   ✓ 2 ✓ ✓ h ✓ h 

65 Barn Owl Tyto alba         h h     

66 Tawny Owl Strix aluco h               

67 Eurasian Pygmy Owl Glaucidium passerinum h   1   1       

68 Common Swift Apus apus             c30   

69 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis     1   1     1 

70 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops           4 1 1 

71 Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla   1+ 1+   2+       

72 Eurasian Three-toed Woodpecker Picoides tridactylus     1m           

73 Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocoptes medius   2 h           

74 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dryobates minor   h     2       

75 Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopos syriacus 1f               

76 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   h ✓ 

77 White-backed Woodpecker Dendrocopos leucotos   4 1           

78 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius   2 h   h       

79 European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis         h h 1 1 

80 Grey-headed Woodpecker Picus canus   1     1       

81 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus ✓             1 

82 Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo       6 ✓ 2 1   

83 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio   1 3   2 ✓   1 

84 Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor   3 2 1   ✓   ✓ 

85 Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus   2 2     2+ ✓ ✓ 

86 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 1 1 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

87 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

88 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

89 Rook Corvus frugilegus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

90 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ 

91 Northern Raven Corvus corax ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 6 ✓ 

92 Coal Tit Periparus ater   h             

93 European Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus   1             

94 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris   4+ 1 ✓ ✓       

95 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

96 Great Tit Parus major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

97 Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus           2 h   

98 Woodlark Lullula arborea   2 1 ✓   ✓     
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

99 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

100 Sand Martin Riparia riparia             3 ✓ 

101 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

102 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

103 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   1   ✓ ✓   ✓   

104 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus   ✓ h ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

105 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

106 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix   ✓ h ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

107 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus     5 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

108 Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola           2     

109 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

110 Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus         h       

111 Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris       h         

112 Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina h   ✓ ✓     h   

113 Common Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia       ✓         

114 Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides     6   ✓ 1 2+   

115 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

116 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

117 Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria     2 ✓     h   

118 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca h ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

119 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis h ✓ ✓           

120 Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla   ✓ h h         

121 Goldcrest Regulus regulus h               

122 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

123 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

124 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris   ✓             

125 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla 1               

126 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

127 Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus                 

128 Common Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

129 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

130 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

131 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus       1   1   1 

132 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

133 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

134 Bluethroat Luscinia svecica cyanecula           h 1   

135 Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia         2+ h h h 

136 European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 1 2   ✓         

137 Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis   ✓ ✓   ✓       

138 Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva     1m           

139 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros ✓ ✓ ✓           

140 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 1m h h   1 1 ✓ ✓ 

141 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

142 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola     2           

143 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe             1   

144 House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

145 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

146 Blue-headed Wagtail Motacilla flava flava ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

147 Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola             4   

148 White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

149 Tawny pipit Anthus campestris             1   
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

150 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis           ✓ ✓   

151 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis   ✓ ✓ ✓         

152 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

153 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   2   

154 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

155 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   h ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

156 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra   2   2         

157 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

158 European Serin Serinus serinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

159 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus   ✓ ✓ ✓         

160 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra   ✓ ✓ ✓         

161 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

162 Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 3       3       

163 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus   1 3 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Mammals                   

1 European Hare Lepus europaeus     1   2 1 1   

2 Eurasian Beaver Castor fiber             1   

3 Eurasian Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris   1     1       

4 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 2 2 2 1   3 1 1 

5 Eurasian Elk Alces alces         5 1 2+   

6 European Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 3       4 6 6 2 

7 Red Deer Cervus elaphus     3           

Reptiles & Amphibians                   

1 Grass Snake Natrix natrix     1           

2 European Fire-bellied Toad Bombina bombina         h h     

3 Common Tree Frog Hyla arborea           h     

4 Common Frog Rana temporaria   1     ✓       

Butterflies                   

1 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas           ✓     

2 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus         ✓       

3 Peacock Butterfly Aglais io           ✓     

4 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus       ✓ ✓       

5 Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa       ✓         

6 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria       ✓         

7 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta         ✓ ✓     

8 Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines   1   ✓ ✓ ✓     

9 Green-veined White Pieris napi       ✓ ✓ ✓     

10 Small White Pieris rapae         ✓       

Other Invertebrates                   

1 Rove Beetles Staphylinidae caesareus   ✓             

2   Paederous riparirius/lilloralis                 

3 Common Cockerchafer Melolontha melonlotha           ✓     

4   Tropinota hirta       ✓         

5   Valgus hemipterus                 

6 Click Beetles Ampedus species           ✓     
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      May 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

7   Selatosomus cruciatus   ✓             

8 Wood Boring or Jewel Beetles Trachys minuta       ✓         

9 Cardinal beetles Schizotus pectiniconis       ✓         

10 Fungus Weevils Piatyrhinus resinosus     ✓           
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