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Tour participants: Jan Kelchtermans and Mark Kaptein (leaders) with six Naturetrek clients 

Day 1                                                                                     Sunday 3rd April 

After a quick meet-up with the group at Krakow Airport, we immediately drove towards Bieszczady, the Polish 

part of the Carpathian mountain range. The nearly five-hour drive was interrupted half-way through for a lunch 

stop. Along the way we came across a lot of roadside Roe Deer and also White Storks on and near their nests. 

We also saw the first Beaver lodges and some Red Foxes, taking advantage of the afternoon sun to hunt, in the 

meadows we passed. The pastures also held huge groups of thrushes, whether or not passing through on their 

migration north: Song Thrush, Redwing, Fieldfare and Mistle Thrush.  

 

As soon as we checked in to our hotel, we ate almost immediately, before going out spotlighting. Twice, during 

this first spot-light session, we encountered super fresh tracks of Brown Bears that had just crossed the road. A 

very promising start to the journey! However, we did not get to see a Bear or any other large carnivore that night. 

We did see some Red Foxes and European Hare though. When we arrived back in the hotel we immediately 

went to the rooms after a long day of travelling. 

Day 2                                                                                     Monday 4th April 

The morning session started around 5.30am. The core area of a Wolf pack very close to the hotel, where the past 

two Naturetrek tours were successful, didn't yield any canines. This was also the case at nearby vantage points 

where we had previously seen Bison and Wolves during tours before the pandemic. However, some good birds 

were a couple of circling Goshawks and a calling Bullfinch. Further morning exploration of the area yielded a 

herd of Red Deer as well as Roe Deer, Buzzard and again pugmarks of Brown Bear. The different size of the 

footprints indicated that this time it was a mother accompanied by a cub/youngster. After breakfast, time was 

offered to rest.  

 

We followed what became the standard procedure for each day: meeting in the dining room for a hot lunch, an 

afternoon field session, scanning during the evening from a vantage point and lamping into the night afterwards.  

As we left the hotel, a circling Black Stork was seen nicely, as was an adult Golden Eagle at the start of the 

afternoon walk. Half-way through the walk, the group needed to split as one group member was struggling. 

Fortunately, tour leader Jan was able to reach out to his contacts in the area: a local animal lover picked up Jan 

and the group member in his 4WD to return them to the place where the minibus was situated, while the others 

followed tour leader Mark to a sheltered meadow in the middle of the woods; a place where the previous 

Naturetrek tour had managed to photograph both European Bison and a Brown bear. The returnees noticed a 

concentration of Raven circling over a meadow at the edge of a forest patch on their return. Since the presence 

of this bird species is often of interest in view of any large carnivores in the vicinity, Jan moved the minibus to a 

strategically placed location so that there were clear telescope views of the meadow where the flock of Ravens 

were congregating. And that paid off pretty quickly when, less than half an hour later, a Brown Bear appeared in 

the meadow. Although at quite a distance, it was enjoyable to watch the carnivore in the scope: the large, light-

brown-coloured Bear lingered for about 10 minutes. The Ravens meanwhile were flying around. The other group 

members did see a group of Red Deer at their spot.  
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As their hike back was somewhat delayed, both tour leaders decided to shorten the spotlight session of the 

evening. Apart from a few Red Foxes and European Hares, the spotlight session didn’t reveal any significant 

targets.  

Day 3                                                                                    Tuesday 5th April 

At 5.30am we were back on the road, this morning in a different core area of another Wolf pack that had 

showed themselves well during the first two tours. Today we managed to intercept them during their morning 

rendezvous. The Wolf pack of five individuals was present right next to and on the tarmac, just in front of the 

minibuses. With the sliding door of the vehicles open, they allowed themselves to be photographed and 

observed from close by. It was immediately noticeable that the alpha female was heavily pregnant: her belly is 

round and thick. The pack quietly continued their morning patrol up the nearby mountainside until they reached 

the beech forest where they disappeared from sight. Satisfied, we continue our morning search. And that led to 

beautiful things. First, we encountered a low-foraging male White-backed Woodpecker and immediately 

afterwards we outwit a huge Wisent (European Bison) bull crossing the meandering San River. Although the 

woodpecker took to the air before cameras were ready, the Wisent was captured on photo. After yesterday's 

Brown Bear, the count on day two of the trip was already at three target species with Wolves and Wisents. At 

least for both tour leaders, these animals are in the top five of most-wanted species. More than satisfied, we 

returned to the accommodation where we enjoyed a very tasty breakfast.  

 

After a well-deserved rest and a warm lunch, the afternoon activity took us to the border with Ukraine where the 

first Lesser Spotted Eagle of the journey was spotted. A bit later in the season, this smallest eagle of the Aquila 

genus is very common in the area, as each pasture complex has its own flock: a bit like the local Buzzard of the 

Carpathians here! The stake out where we saw the Bear yesterday is again productive, as the same animal, maybe 

half an hour earlier, suddenly appeared at the place where again today a lot of Ravens were circling. But before 

everyone had the bear in their sights, he had already disappeared; the individual was startled by something and 

ran away from the meadow in the direction of the lower-lying forest. Towards the border with Ukraine, some 

huge Wild Boar appeared in the light of the spotlight. Their size and the great distance reminded both guides for 

a moment of Brown Bear, but that was clearly not the case when seen closer. A little further on a Wolf crossed 

the road but unfortunately, it was only seen by both guides. Fortunately, his relatives had cooperated a lot better 

during the morning! Also, just before we returned to the lodging, a first Pine Marten was glimpsed, but 

disappeared from the spotlight almost immediately.  

 

More than satisfied, we arrived back in the late evening to the hotel where we immediately went to the rooms. 

We had enjoyed another day with some major highlights. 

Day 4                                                                              Wednesday 6th April 

Back on track at 5.30am. Despite the early hour, there was already some traffic, and driving around in the core 

area of Wolves therefore did not yield the hoped-for results. Before continuing with the morning exploration, 

there was a short stop for a much-needed refuelling session at a fuel pump that opened at 7am. A Black 

Woodpecker is about the best we saw during the morning afterwards.  
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After breakfast it was quite soon all about relocating to the second hotel of this trip. A pit stop near a grocery 

store en route produced, in addition to the necessary supplies, a large group of calling and migrating Common 

Cranes.  

A third session at the location where we had already seen the Bear emerge from the forest twice, was not 

productive in the evening, and the place looked deserted with the Ravens’ absence. The momentum of this 

location was clearly over. The spotlight session afterwards yielded a Pine Marten as well as Red Deer and Roe 

Deer. But just before the lodging, we had a spectacular encounter with a Wildcat. Despite a broken jaw (from a 

fight?) it was a hefty beast in good physical condition. The animal willingly allowed itself to be observed and 

photographed. The generally large, robust size and head were immediately noticeable. The uniform grey-brown-

coloured and thick coat was also very characteristic. The best feature, however, was the thick furred tail with two 

sub-terminal black rings and a thick, black end tip. When the animal moved, we could also see the interrupted 

black dorsal stripe. What a sighting! More than satisfied, we arrive in the late evening near the hotel where we 

immediately looked for the rooms. 

Day 5                                                                                  Thursday 7th April 

Again, we were out at 5.30am. Where we saw Raven flying over with food in their beaks yesterday, we found 

Bear droppings and a Red Deer's knuckle, most likely from a Wolf kill made in a place hidden from view. After 

all, that's how it often goes: Wolves catch prey that other animals quickly notice. During the day these are birds 

of prey (Buzzard, Golden Eagle and White-tailed Eagle), Magpies and Jays; during the night predators such as 

Foxes, Martens, Boars and Bears. The disadvantage is that Bears, who immediately smell such a carcass from a 

great distance, often eat the prey made by Wolves in one visit, especially after a harsh winter. You rarely if ever 

see Lynxes near such a kill. According to Jan, the species has rarely been observed near Wolf-kill carcasses. 

When it does happen, it is always during harsh winter conditions of deep snow and extremely low temperatures. 

Such extremely low temperatures make it impossible for Lynx to tear open frozen carcasses themselves, as their 

teeth are simply too small for that; eating a carcass that has been eaten is often the only way to get a bit of food. 

But these temperatures do not occur now and there is no snow either, so no trace of Lynxes so far.  

 

Despite the fact that the classic vantage point did not yield anything, we bumped into a few Bison cows a little 

further on, which were feasting on the first green vegetation that was springing up in the forest. Since we 

surprised the trio of ungulates, they quickly ran deeper into the forest. It was a beautiful daytime close-up 

observation of a top species, even though the sighting was rather brief. The breakfast afterwards tasted good 

again!  

 

We took a little longer for the lunch break as the location of the afternoon excursion was not too far from the 

accommodation. A Hoopoe and a soaring couple of Lesser Spotted Eagles while driving away from the lodge 

showed once again that spring had really arrived.  

 

En route we first went to a winter feeder for Bison deep in the woods. Once there, judging by the impressive 

mosaic of animal tracks, it once again became apparent how rich the animal kingdom really is here. Leader Mark 

placed his camera trap in the immediate vicinity: after all, the place was overflowing with tracks from several 

Bears, Wisents and Wolves. A little further on, the group split up, with a part following Jan walking to the look-

out point for the evening. The others returned with Mark to arrive at the same vantage point after a short 

minibus ride followed by a shorter walk. But the Wisents didn't show up there either. That is why the last half 
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hour was used to quickly inspect other pastures in the area for any ungulates while driving. However, all the 

attempts were in vain. Things are never guaranteed here, and no two tours are the same. It makes guiding here a 

challenge but also always a surprise!  

 

The same went for the spotlight session afterwards, with a hefty Brown Bear that suddenly appeared in front of 

us on the gravel road out of nowhere. The animal, which clearly did not hear us coming, stood on its hind legs 

for a while to assess the situation better. It is always impressive to see how big these animals are, with a length of 

around two metres! Once back on its four legs, the animal hid behind some shrubbery on the verge of the road. 

The downward slope leading to a lake was not chosen as an escape route, therefore, the bear appeared again, 

right in front of us on the road, in the lights of the minibus. Pretty soon, however, the bear chose to take the 

uphill slope; the dense spruce forest there was clearly preferred and allowed it to disappear from view. With this 

third Brown Bear sighting this trip, the species had been seen well by everyone. After all, there is nothing more 

frustrating than having to miss sightings due to circumstances! 

 

Afterwards, we scored another Wildcat and we managed to find a couple of Racoon Dogs in the vicinity of the 

lodge’s cabins, in a known place for the species. Satisfied, we returned to the lodge after another day with some 

top sightings! 

Day 6                                                                                       Friday 8th April 

Since there was already some traffic the previous morning, we decided to leave half an hour earlier than usual. 

The highlight of the morning was two Fire Salamanders on the road. They were extensively photographed. 

Because of the bad weather, Mark afterwards showed his video footage of a Wolf pack that he followed and 

filmed extensively here in the autumn of 2020. Utterly impressive footage! Plus, the weather cleared up 

afterwards.  

 

Just like yesterday, the afternoon activity was to be one where the travel participants could choose between an 

active and quieter option. This provides the opportunity, after having spent many hours sitting in the minibus, to 

actively search for target species in the area. The main goal was to track down a large Bison herd that was hiding 

in the vicinity. After part of the group, led by guide Jan, was dropped elsewhere for this purpose, guide Mark 

returned to the Bison-feeding place where the group would wait, somewhat hidden, to see what showed up in 

the evening twilight. After all, the tracks of Bears, Wisent and Wolf were super-fresh yesterday! But even away 

from this location, the walkers were immediately treated to tracks of flag species in the area: Wisent, Wolf and 

Bear. Additionally many tracks from ungulates, Foxes and Badgers were found. The ridge that the group 

followed is clearly a highway for the animals present in the area to move quickly and easily from one foraging site 

to another in their habitat. Despite the fact that the tracks of the herd of Bison were initially nicely located on the 

ridge, once the walk progressed, they bent into the direction of a low, impenetrable spruce forest. Not unusual 

according to guide Jan, who has observed this hiding behaviour several times before. Despite their body size and 

size of the herd, these animals manage to hide perfectly during the day (to rest and to chew the cud) in the forest 

area where they reside. It is only from dusk onwards that they become active again, move to more open areas to 

where they loiter a bit around before starting to forage afterwards.  

 

A very exciting find were three different sets of Lynx droppings, which Jan pointed out. It is indisputable proof 

that Lynxes are indeed present too, and also use the ridge to move in their habitat. Once at the vantage point, it 
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is a case of waiting for what appears on the scene at dusk. Unfortunately, this only happened with those hidden a 

little further away where two colossal Bison bulls and a young Brown Bear appeared in front of them! Also 

something that is typical of Bieszcady: expect the unexpected!  

 

The spotlight session afterwards only yielded targets that had already been seen: Roe Deer, Red Deer, Hares, 

Foxes and Fire Salamanders. 

 

Day 7                                                                                   Saturday 9th April 

After a very stormy night we were back on the road around 5am for the morning drive. The abundant rain of the 

previous night meant that the morning remained rather poor in terms of observations. It was clear that animals 

were recovering from the harsh weather conditions to which they had been exposed. Apart from a wet Pine 

Marten crossing the road, a Roe Deer buck and a Lesser Spotted Eagle,  we don't see anything worth 

mentioning. When we arrived at the hotel for breakfast, we were welcomed by the residential Hoopoe.  

 

In an ultimate attempt to spot a Lynx, the only real remaining target species of the trip, a visit was planned to a 

nearby park in the evening. It is where leader Mark spotted this cat species during prospecting in 2020. 

Moreover, it is also an area known for its population of Wolves. After a drive of an hour and a half we arrive at a 

lookout point of heather interspersed by fragments of forest and meadows. A few sprinting Red Deer stags, 

playing Roe Deer and a Red Fox look promising while scanning the area, but unfortunately it stays that way. 

Despite the fact that the spotlight session afterwards produced a lot of Red Deer herds, we did not encounter a 

hoped-for Lynx, nor a Wolf. But we did see a couple of Ural owls: a species of owl that had completely 

unexpectedly remained under the radar until now. We also added Beech (also known as Stone) Marten to the 

species list, had a nice sighting of a Badger and we saw Beavers again. The drive back to the accommodation 

took a little longer than we were used to. Tired but satisfied, we went to our beds to get some sleep. 

Day 8                                                                                   Sunday 10th April 

 

Since the next morning was very misty and the visibility was close to zero, the morning session was cancelled. 

After breakfast it was time to pack up before returning to Krakow airport, aftyer an excellent trip. 

 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Species lists 
 

Birds (H = Heard only) 
 

       April 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

1 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor ✓               

2 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

3 Goosander Mergus merganser   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus ✓ ✓           ✓ 

5 Rock Dove  Columba livia ✓             ✓ 

6 Stock Dove  Columba oenas   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

7 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

8 Common Crane Grus grus       ✓     ✓   

9 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus ✓             ✓ 

10 Eurasian Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola   ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

11 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos       ✓         

12 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓             ✓ 

13 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus ✓               

14 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra   ✓ ✓ ✓         

15 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia ✓             ✓ 

16 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo ✓             ✓ 

17 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ 

18 Lesser Spotted Eagle  Clanga pomarina     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

19 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos   ✓             

20 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   ✓             

21 Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis   ✓ ✓ ✓         

22 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus       ✓         

23 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

24 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

25 Ural Owl Strix uralensis             ✓   

26 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops         ✓ ✓ ✓   

27 Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocoptes medius   ✓             

28 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dryobates minor     H           

29 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

30 White-backed Woodpecker  Dendrocopos leucotos     ✓           

31 Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius   ✓     ✓ ✓     

32 Grey-headed Woodpecker  Picus canus             ✓   

33 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus ✓             ✓ 

34 Great Grey Shrike  Lanius excubitor       ✓         
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       April 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

35 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

36 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

37 Spotted Nutcracker  Nucifraga caryocatactes         ✓       

38 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

39 Rook  Corvus frugilegus ✓             ✓ 

40 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix ✓               

41 Northern Raven  Corvus corax ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

42 Coal Tit  Periparus ater   ✓             

43 Willow Tit  Poecile montanus           H     

44 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

45 Great Tit  Parus major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

46 Woodlark  Lullula arborea         ✓ ✓     

47 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

48 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus   ✓             

49 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

50 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla               ✓ 

51 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus           ✓     

52 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

53 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea   ✓   ✓     ✓   

54 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

55 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

56 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

57 Redwing  Turdus iliacus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

58 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

60 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

61 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

62 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓             ✓ 

63 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   ✓ ✓   ✓       

64 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea ✓     ✓   ✓     

65 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

66 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis               ✓ 

67 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis         ✓       

68 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

69 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

70 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula   ✓ ✓           

71 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris   ✓ ✓           

72 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   ✓             

73 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra     ✓   ✓ ✓     

74 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓     

75 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

 
Others (S = Scat) 

 
   April 2022 

Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Mammals          

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Wolf Canis Lupus     ✓ ✓         

Wildcat Felis silvestris       ✓   ✓     
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   April 2022 

Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Eurasian Lynx Lynx lynx           S     

European Bison Bison bonasus     1   3 3     

Brown Bear  Ursus arctos   1 1   2       

Red Deer Cervus elaphus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Wild Boar Sus scofa     ✓           

European Beaver Castor fiber       ✓     ✓   

European Hare Lepus europaeus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Pine Marten Martes martes     ✓ ✓     ✓   

Beech Marten Martes foina             ✓   

Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra         ✓       

Raccoon Dog Nyctereutes procyonoides         ✓       

                    

Reptiles and Amphibians                   

Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara           ✓     

Fire Salamander Salamandra salamandra           2     

Common Frog Rana temporaria   ✓   ✓   ✓     

Common Toad Bufo bufo   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Green Sandpiper 


