
 

Poland’s Mammals: In Search of the 
Eurasian Lynx! 

Naturetrek Tour Report 11th – 18th April 2022 
 

 

 

Naturetrek Mingledown Barn Wolf's Lane Chawton Alton Hampshire GU34 3HJ UK 

 T: +44 (0)1962 733051  

 E: info@naturetrek.co.uk W: www.naturetrek.co.uk  
 

 

 

 

 
Ural Owl  Wolf 

 

 

 
European Bison  Red Squirrel 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tour report and images by Jan Kelchtermans 

mailto:info@naturetrek.co.uk
/Users/richardbashford/Library/Containers/com.apple.mail/Data/Library/Peter/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2NR7BARZ/www.naturetrek.co.uk


Poland’s Mammals: In Search of the Eurasian Lynx! Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek September 22 1 
 

Tour participants – Jan Kelchtermans and Mark Kaptein (Leaders) with six Naturetrek clients. 

 

Day 1                                                                                   Monday 11th April 
 

After meeting up in Krakow airport, the group immediately headed towards Bieszczady, the Polish part of the 

Carpathian Mountain range. We stopped for lunch halfway through our five hour drive. As on previous trips we 

saw many deer as we drove along plus White Storks, many of which were nesting. Also, the first Beaver lodges, a 

migrating Marsh Harrier and Lesser-spotted Eagle plus some Foxes hunting in the meadows we passed.  

 

On arrival at the hotel, we ate almost immediately in order to be able to go on our first spotlighting session as 

soon as possible. Twice during the spotlight session we encountered fresh tracks of Bears that had just crossed 

the road. Also twice, a shadow of a Wolf near the main road not far from our hotel. Despite some searching this 

predator remained hidden from view. The first Beaver, Wild Boar, Pine Marten and a Ural Owl of the journey 

also appeared in the beams of both flashlights that the guides had with them. All this in addition to the more 

common species of Foxes, Hares and Roe Deer. A very promising start to the trip! 

 

Day 2                                                                                  Tuesday 12th April 
 

We were out before dawn. Traces of a Bear were at a garbage container and further on a wolf scat on the road. 

The garbage container appeared to have been looted during the night, its contents scattered all around the 

neighbourhood, but no sign of the Bear itself. Bears in Bieszcady are as a rule almost completely nocturnal, 

avoiding daylight foraging as much as possible.  

 

While searching for the local Wolf packs we saw and heard Grey-headed Woodpecker, Black Woodpecker and 

Hoopoe, plus Red and Roe Deer, Fox and Raven. On the way back to the hotel for breakfast, guide Jan saw a 

wolf coming from the forest in a meadow adjacent to some houses. The wolf noticed us, stopped and stared at 

us enquiringly for a while. 

 

With the van door open we could view the young animal in detail and photograph it at about 50 metres. 

Afterwards we picked up the animal twice a little further on: first behind the houses adjacent to the meadow, 

then a little past it. Joy! At breakfast afterwards everyone was, understandably, in a good mood. After an 

afternoon rest, we headed towards the San River where we walked a path parallel to the river. Pretty soon it was 

guide Mark who noticed three European Bison (Wisent) crossing the river in our direction. Once on our side of 

the river, the Bison foraged silently on the first green vegetation amongst the Hazel trees. One of the young 

animals was quite visible and therefore could also be photographed.  

 

When the young Bison noticed us, the situation suddenly changed from relaxed grazing to skittish behaviour in 

which the three animals chose their escape route in the direction from which they came. Again, we managed to 

photograph the animals while crossing the river before they disappeared into the forest from which they 

emerged.  

 

At a nearby vantage point, we saw another Bison disappear into the bushes as well as a Roe Deer. Mark checked 

a small meadow a little further on for the presence of mammals and saw a Bison, a buck Roe Deer and a Wild 

Boar.  
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During the evening’s spotlighting session we unfortunately didn’t see any large carnivores. We did find very fresh 

tracks of a Brown Bear crossing the track near the looted trash can from earlier that morning. It showed once 

again that the animals were still present in our immediate vicinity. The imitation of Wolf howls by tour leader 

Mark had no effect on the packs in the vicinity – no reaction back from them. Before arriving at the hotel again, 

we got to see the following targets in the beam of the flashlights: Badger, European Beaver, Pine Marten and 

Ural Owl. 

 

Day 3                                                                            Wednesday 13th April 
 

The morning check near the hotel didn’t yield the hoped for wolves this time, but Mark noticed a Wildcat at the 

top of a ridge. Overall size and thick tail with black tip and two sub-terminal bands were very typical of the 

species. We checked the fields and villages where we had seen wolves previously but drew a blank. After the 

morning session we had  a rest break and lunch was served. In the afternoon we drove to the border with 

Ukraine where a Black Stork was foraging in a large beaver pool.  

 

The walk along the border is one through a beautiful rolling landscape, but it wasn’t the best time of day for 

birds or wildlife. Only a Fox, Nutcracker and Ring Ouzel were seen.  

 

The waiting and scanning session where we saw a Bear twice at dusk during the previous tours, was also one 

without a result. But the top predators are close by. In the last light we saw Red Deer running away and we came 

across tracks of a Bear that crossed the track less than 10 minutes earlier. Frustrating!  

 

The spotlight session in an area to the north also yielded a little less tonight, but we did watch a Hare that 

stubbornly continued to run in front of the van. We also saw a Ural Owl and watched the interaction between a 

Fox and a Badger just in front of the hotel. The final species in the beam of the spotlight was a Pine Marten. 

 

Day 4                                                                                Thursday 14th April 
 

The first species seen this morning wasn’t a Wolf or Wildcat this time, but a European Otter foraging in an 

adjacent Beaver pool. However, the Otter was very shy when, after turning the van, we stationed it near the 

Beaver pool. The Otter allowed itself to be briefly observed a few times before disappearing in the direction of 

the river through the adjacent willow thickets. It remains an incredible thing, the attraction of animals to Beaver-

created biotopes. During his many travels, Jan has seen just about all the large carnivores in the area: a Lynx 

sitting in a sphinx position next to a lodge (waiting for a Beaver as prey or simply as a resting place), a Bear 

walking over a Beaver dam (as a bridge between two habitats) and a Wolf sitting at the edge of a Beaver pool 

waiting for a Beaver as prey.  

 

After breakfast we moved on to new lodgings and a quick stop was made to buy some drinks for the journey. 

Both tour leaders used the stop for administrative purposes to extend the forest permits, which are required for 

many forest roads in the area. The camera trap that was left behind during the previous tour was also collected. 

On the memory card were a lot of images of different Bears as well as Bison. Close to the lodging house, it was 

pleasant to stay and watch the local pair of Lesser-spotted Eagles plus a day-active Pine Marten, Fox, several 

Camberwell Beauty Butterflies and finding fresh tracks of Wolf.  
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On the way to the location for the evening session, time was taken to photograph the first Fire Salamander of 

the trip.  

 

The sit and scan session of the evening was not at all productive - despite there being five different Bears in the 

area (per camera trap images) we didn’t see any large carnivores. Only a Red Fox showed up and hung around 

for about half an hour. At the start of the spotlight session, we came across two Bison in the exact same place 

where we saw a Brown Bear on the previous trip. Clearly a sign that this is a regular passing place for the wildlife 

of the area. Before the Covid pandemic, we also saw a Wolf here on previous tours! The hawk eyes of leader 

Mark subsequently yielded a Carpathian Newt and in the light of the spotlight we saw another four European 

Bison and two Beech Martens. Two of the Martens in a Beech forest, the other in the centre of Cisna. 

 

Day 5                                                                                     Friday 15th April 
 

A very early morning session near the Bear location was unsuccessful with only a Red Squirrel being the 

consolation prize. On the way back we noticed a Wolf kill in a river - the carrion-eating beetles present show that 

the kill was recent. Due to bad weather, there was no late afternoon field excursion. Instead, Mark showed his 

footage of a Wolf pack he followed here for two months in 2020. It was very impressive as was the explanation 

of his research into cheetahs in South Africa. The early evening sitting and scanning session near the Bear 

location was again fruitless. The subsequent evening session afterwards was, however, productive. We get our 

sights on several Ural Owls, Tawny Owl, five Bison, Badger a Pine Marten and a Stone Marten on the roof of a 

house near our lodgings. 

 

Day 6                                                                                 Saturday 16th April 
 

Despite the bad weather the early morning session immediately yielded a hunting Wildcat in a field near the first 

large Beaver pool we passed. The search for wolves afterwards yielded nothing more than a few scats of the 

species. It is becoming apparent that the heavily pregnant female, seen on both previous tours, is now less 

mobile and loitering near a denning area. The rest of the pack will be doing the same.  

 

After reaching the furthest point of the morning drive, we turned, and on the way back took a route that we had 

not yet travelled. Jan knew that Bears are often seen here. Halfway along a road parallel to a meandering river we 

bumped into a gigantic Bear foraging on the riverside. The animal shoots off and runs into the nearby river. The 

splashing water is quite impressive to watch. Once on the other side, the animal had a rest for a while. The slope 

turned out to be too steep to immediately complete his escape from a van full of wildlife enthusiasts. Exhausted, 

the Bear alternately looks at us and the slope. But before the cameras were ready, the Bear recovered from its 

exertion. In no time it ran smoothly up the steep slope to quickly disappear. That's how it goes in Bieszcady - 

you search hard and long for the animals in the area, a strategy that usually pays off - perseverance! In the pond 

where we saw an Otter two days ago, the maker of the watery biotope was present – a Beaver. The camera trap is 

full of Bear photos again after we left the place yesterday. Obviously, the Bears must have sensed our presence. 

The shyness of the animals here really is remarkable. The hoped for Pygmy and Tengmalm’s Owls were neither 

seen nor heard. The evening session immediately yields two Wildcats,  the first is in a somewhat difficult location 

in dry grass in front of a knoll. Luckily it stayed there long enough to ensure everyone knew its position. The 

second one that was initially hidden in a Blackthorn bush then paraded passed us nicely. Those cats are such 

incredibly cool animals!  
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After watching three Bison bulls, we got stuck in mud with the van! Despite a thick layer of spruce under the 

tyres, a job that required some work, it was the only way to get back on to the solid road without outside help. 

Due to the loss of time, the spotlight session was shortened somewhat. However, we did see a large group of 

Red Deer and a third Wildcat just before the guest house. Being persistent we returned once more to the Bear 

and camera trap location, but again the animals remain off radar. The return drive does yield a Badger, Red Deer 

and a Stone Marten again. 

 

Day 7                                                                                   Sunday 17th April 
 

The morning drive started with a Bear crossing the road like lightning. Those who weren’t looking further than 

five metres ahead on the road missed the sighting. Unbelievable bad luck was that even at this early hour a 

person was walking along the road just where we saw the Bear. During the next hour we didn’t see another 

person! We saw a Beaver in what we had started calling the Otter Pond. Then, after our first Wolf the first 

morning, we again scored the jackpot with this impressive carnivore. It became an incredible moment when 

Mark, saw a Red Deer in the middle of the San River out of the corner of his eye. Immediately a sign to him that 

hunting Wolves are in the area which turned out to be correct. A little further on we came across three Wolves 

that are waiting along the side of the San River for their, hitherto alive, breakfast, to come their way.  

 

When we parked the van, the Wolves immediately vanished from view into the nearby vegetation. The Red Deer, 

standing in the river, alternately glanced at us and at the bank where the Wolves had hidden. In order not to 

disturb the situation, we moved out of sight of the hunting scene between prey and predator. We picked up the 

Wolves at intervals that were searching for a scent trail as they moved along the river bank. 

 

The next encounter between prey and predator was a vocal one. The Red Deer called in alarm and a little later 

stood a bit further out of reach of the Wolves in the middle of the river again.  

 

Staying in a position so as not to disturb the scene we waited patiently for the Red Deer to return to the bank.  

The stamping way the Red Deer moved once on the bank clearly indicated the animal’s anxiety and alertness. 

That is a necessity because in no time the Wolves were after it again. The alpha male Wolf attempted but failed 

to bite the Red Deer's rear. The deer escaped as she sought the safety of the deep water further from the bank. 

The deer stood in the cold water that came halfway up her body. 

 

The fourth encounter between prey and predators was another one that we just missed. We only saw a Wolf 

running towards where the Red Deer appeared somewhere on the bank just out of our field of view. Remarkably 

again the Red Deer is the winner of the attempted kill as she stood, again, in the middle of the San River. 

 

The Wolves fifth and final attempt happened right before our eyes with the rushing deer heading towards us and 

jumping back into the river with great leaps and splashes, the big alpha male Wolf hot on her heels.  

 

We then saw the Red Deer reappear on the bank afterwards before moving off, the hunting scene apparently 

over with not a single Wolf being seen again. 
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For two hours we exclusively witnessed a rare, natural hunting scene between the hunted and the hunter. A 

super wildlife experience and observation and a privilege as such an encounter is something that few have been 

fortunate enough to observe. We then returned and had a late breakfast and a longer period of down time before 

starting the evening spotlighting session. Unfortunately, that session does not result in a Lynx - the hoped for 

last and most wanted target species. 

Day 8                                                                                   Monday 18th April 
 

Due to dense fog the planned morning scan session near the lodging house was cancelled. So, we missed a 

second chance for the local Wolf pack that was spotted by the owner of our accommodation yesterday morning. 

The early morning drive to the Bear location where the camera trap is set up yields nothing. But, with the two 

top sightings of Wolves and two brief but intense Bear observations on this this tour, we certainly aren’t 

complaining. After breakfast we started the drive to the airport in Krakow where we said our goodbyes.  
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Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

      April 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor ✓             ✓ 

2 Goosander Mergus merganser   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Common Teal  Anas crecca   ✓ ✓ ✓         

5 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓ 

6 Black Stork  Ciconia nigra     ✓           

7 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓ 

8 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

9 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo ✓             ✓ 

10 Lesser Spotted Eagle  Clanga pomarina ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus           ✓ ✓   

12 Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis           ✓     

13 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus ✓   ✓           

14 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 Eurasian Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola   ✓             

16 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus ✓           ✓ ✓ 

17 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

18 Black-headed Gull Laru ridibundus ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓ 

19 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus ✓             ✓ 

20 Stock Dove  Columba oenas   ✓   ✓   ✓     

21 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

22 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto ✓             ✓ 

23 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

24 Ural Owl Strix uralensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

25 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops   ✓ ✓           

26 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dryobates minor   DR             

27 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

28 Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius ✓               

29 Grey-headed Woodpecker  Picus canus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     

30 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓           ✓ 

31 Great Grey Shrike  Lanius excubitor   ✓             

32 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

33 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 Spotted Nutcracker  Nucifraga caryocatactes     ✓           

35 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

36 Rook  Corvus frugilegus ✓             ✓ 

37 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

38 Northern Raven  Corvus corax ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

39 Coal Tit  Periparus ater       ✓ ✓       

40 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus         ✓ ✓     

41 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris   ✓         ✓   

42 Willow Tit  Poecile montanus   ✓   ✓         

43 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

44 Great Tit  Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

45 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

46 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

47 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
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      April 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

48 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   ✓       ✓     

49 Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla     ✓           

50 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus     ✓ ✓ ✓       

51 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

52 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea ✓ ✓ ✓           

53 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ 

54 Ring Ouzel  Turdus torquatus     ✓           

55 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

56 Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

57 Redwing  Turdus iliacus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

58 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

60 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

61 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

62 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe         ✓       

63 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

64 Dunnock  Prunella modularis ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

65 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

66 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

67 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis     ✓           

68 Dipper Cinclus cinclus   ✓ ✓           

69 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

70 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes   ✓ ✓ ✓         

71 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula             ✓   

72 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris ✓   ✓ ✓         

73 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina     ✓ ✓     ✓   

74 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

75 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus ✓               

76 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

77 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus ✓ ✓ ✓           

 

Others 

    April 2022 

Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

                    

Mammals                   

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Wolf Canis Lupus 1 1         3   

Wild Cat Felis silvestris       ✓   3     

European Bison Bison bonasus   3,1,1   2,3,4 5 1.3     

Brown Bear  Ursus arctos           1 1   

Red Deer Cervus elaphus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris   ✓     ✓       

Wild Boar Sus scofa ✓ ✓             

European Beaver Castor fiber ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓   

European Hare Lepus europaeus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Pine Marten Martes martes ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓       
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    April 2022 

Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Beech Marten Martes foina   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     

Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra       ✓         

Badger Melis melis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

                    

Amphibians                   

Fire Salamander Salamandra salamandra         ✓ ✓     

Carpathian Newt Lissotriton montandoni         ✓       

 Yellow-bellied Toad Bombina variegata     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Common Frog Rana temporaria     ✓ ✓ ✓       

                    

Butterflies                   

Common Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni        ✓         

Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa       ✓ ✓       

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta     ✓   ✓       

Peacock Aglais io       ✓         

Large White Pieris brassicae       ✓         

 


