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Tour participants: Josh Phangurha and Mark Kaptein with six Naturetrek cleints 

Day 1                  Tuesday 19th April 

After a meet and greet with the group at Krakow Airport, we began our journey towards the Polish Carpathians 

in Bieszczady via minibus. The drive took longer than the expected four hours due to wildlife sightings along the 

way, which included good views of Lesser-Spotted Eagle at ground-level, Roe and Red Deer, nesting White 

Storks, Pied and Grey Wagtail, Redwing, Buzzard and a single distant Red Fox. To the group’s delight, we were 

also treated to fantastic views of our first Beaver feeding close to lodge at a pond renowned for this species. 

Although slightly late for our check-in to the hotel, we were warmly welcomed and tucked in to our first 

delicious meal of the trip before going out spotlighting after dark. We were absolutely amazed to encounter an 

enormous Brown Bear crossing the road as we steered around a corner, just 10-15 meters in front of us! This got 

the adrenaline pumping and Mark suggested that we wait slightly downstream of the river that the bear was 

heading to at the side of the road to see if it would walk down the bank. He was spot on and the bear casually 

strolled by for all of us to admire for approximately five minutes. What a start! 

After the incredible bear sighting, the night was quiet and conditions were cold. However, we managed to get a 

glimpse of an Otter retreating into a stream as well as good views of Red Fox, Roe Deer and Red Deer.  

Day 2            Wednesday 20th April 

On our first morning session, at around 5.30am, we decided to cover one of the core areas in the territory of a 

Wolf pack where good sightings of the Wolves, Brown Bear and Bison had occurred on previous trips. Although 

we found plenty of signs of both species in the form of tracks on a muddy road, including some huge bear 

prints, but we were not able to feast our eyes on these charismatic species on this occasion. 

During the he drive back, our spirits were lifted by a Red Squirrel clinging on to the trunk of a large Beech tree at 

the side of the road. It was an ashy-grey colour morph of the Red Squirrel, not to be confused with the American 

Grey Squirrel which is invasive across Europe. The fabulously prominent ear tufts were clearly visible and this 

magnificent rodent was close enough to get frame-filling images. It remained stationary for a good 10 minutes 

before darting towards the forest floor and vanishing.  

To our disbelief, just a short distance from the Red Squirrel sighting, we found a fresh Wolf scat on our way 

back to the accommodation which was not there as we drove into the territory this morning. It seems the 

Wolves gave us the slip and we missed them by 15-30 minutes according to Mark. Damn!  

Another Red Squirrel soon revealed itself to us by running across the road at high speed. This individual showed 

a more typical ‘red’ colouration as the sun illuminated its coat. Bird sightings included three Goosander in one of 

the ‘beaver’ ponds, Lesser-Spotted Eagle in the pastures and a fantastic flock of five Ring ouzel approximately 15 

meters away in a roadside field.  
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As we returned to the hotel for breakfast, resting time was offered to the group to catch up on sleep to prepare 

for the afternoon and evening plans.  

In the afternoon, we decided to go for a short walk along a nearby river for a change. During the drive to the 

start of the trail, a Jay briefly revealed itself flying across the road. Shortly after the Jay sighting, a pair of Ravens 

caught our eye. Ravens have a fascinating symbiosis with Wolves and an abundance of Raven activity may 

indicate the presence of large predators. Ravens will alert Wolf packs to potential danger, while the Ravens 

benefit by having easy access to the meat of Wolf kills. On the walk, we saw Marsh Tit, Common Sandpiper and 

a Dipper briefly passing by over the water. While mark was turning over logs in hope of finding one of Europe’s 

most spectacular amphibians, the Fire Salamander, he managed to find a Great-Crested Newt instead which was 

enjoyed by the group. As afternoon was turning to dusk, our walk had ended and decided to go to a nearby 

vantage point for bears. We waited to no avail, but were treated to a roding Woodcock right over our heads.  

As be loaded the minibus in preparation for our night drive, the was a buzz of excitement amongst this 

enthusiastic group as to what we might see. Little do we know that within just 20 minutes of our drive we would 

turn a corner and bump into one of the most spectacular wildlife sightings a naturalist can have. Crossing the 

road, rather nonchalantly, was one of the most elusive predators in the world and our main target of the trip - 

the Eurasian Lynx! Not only that, it was also a large male, which gave us a sense of how large these beautiful cats 

can get. As he finished crossing the road, we were staggered when he turned around at the edge of the forest to 

sit down and watched us curiously with burning eye shine in our spotlight. I am thrilled to say that we spent 

approximately 15 minutes with this iconic European predator, which was ten meters or so from our vehicle. He 

had a distinctive broken right ear, which may have resulted from struggling prey or a territorial battle with 

another Lynx. As the Lynx eventually moved off, we could see the spotted coat and short black-tipped tail in 

detail that we never believed we would see. This is the pinnacle of wildlife watching and it is an experience that 

will stay with each of us for a lifetime! 

As we tried to continue the night drive in a state of absolute ecstasy, we found fresh wet prints of bear along the 

road where the animal has been walking in a stream. We followed the prints to no avail. The first of many Brown 

Hares were seen foraging in the roadside pastures along with the usual sightings of Roe Deer, Red Deer and Red 

Fox. Moments later while driving through more wooded habitat, we were pleasantly surprised to see a badger on 

the road showing well before darting into the forest. Our first Ural Owls were seen perches on branches over-

hanging the road. These large owls were an absolute joy to see with their distinctive bright yellow bill clear for all 

to see. The humble Tawny Owl made an appearance as well.  

Day 3                Thursday 21st April 

It was a bitterly cold morning with the local temperature reading -5°C! A thick frost coated the landscape as we 

set off. Wolves were the main target this morning as we had seen signs of a pack in the area. However, we were 

excited at the prospect of seeing the other large animals that call Bieszczady home.  

Along the way we bumped into a massive lone male Wild Boar just meters from the road. It was remaining 

cryptic, partially covered by vegetation, but looking right at us. It soon melted away into the forest, making a 

racket in the foliage and leaf litter as it departed. An impressive beast indeed! The only other mammal sightings 

on this morning were of Red Deer, Roe Deer and Red Fox. The Roe Deer was demonstrating interesting 
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behaviour in the form of licking minerals from the middle of the muddy road that we were driving along. The 

Red Fox was tentatively stalking prey in one of the roadside pastures, the prey most likely being a rodent. Bird 

sightings on this morning included Buzzard, Ring Ouzel, Great-Spotted Woodpecker and the call of Grey-

Headed Woodpecker. We returned to the accommodation for breakfast and rest before the afternoon outing.  

The main aim of the afternoon trip was to find one of the avian specialities of this tour, the Eurasian Nutcracker. 

However, before we set off, I went on a side quest to check out an area of heather on a hill a stone’s throw away 

from the accommodation. I figured it might be a good opportunity to see some reptiles out basking, especially as 

Mark mentioned a snake as briefly seen in this area on a previous trip. Within a few minutes of looking at the top 

of the hill, I feasted my eyes upon a huge female melanistic Adder sprawled out in the heather. Her body was 

flattened and expanded in order to absorb as much of the hazy sunshine as possible. As I called the rest of the 

group over to take a look, Mark soon spotted a smaller melanistic adder close by and we also saw a normal-

coloured juvenile. It was a great little excursion! 

On the way to the Pine Forest where we hoped to see the Nutcracker we drove along the Polish/Ukrainian 

border, which consisted of beautiful wetlands, pasture and woodland. It was remarkably peaceful and hard to 

believe that approximately three hours in a northeasterly direction a devastating war was taking place. When we 

arrived at the carpark of the Nutcracker location, we were greeted by a lovely Brambling foraging by the vehicle 

and the nearby ponds were full of large frogspawn clumps. After approximately 20 minutes of walking through 

the silent pine woods, our first Nutcracker of the trip revealed itself balancing on top of one of the tallest trees. 

What a fantastic corvid!  

Our evening outing started by patiently waiting in a hide that overlooked a known Beaver pond at dusk. It was 

not long until our first Beaver revealed itself on the bank across the water. This impressive rodent was making 

adjustments to its lodge by dragging large branches into different positions. Then, another Beaver revealed itself 

cruising along in the water much closer to the hide! This Beaver met the dam-adjusting beaver on the bank and 

we watched them briefly interact. A beautiful sighting as the sun was setting! We soon ran out of light and made 

our way back to the vehicle to begin our spotlighting session.  

Shortly after leaving the Beaver hide, we were pleasantly surprised to see a huge lone male Bison standing at the 

side of the road just a few meters from us! What a spectacular opportunity to see Europe’s largest land animal in 

detail. As we slowly approach, it remained motionless for 30 seconds, before slowly walking off into the forest. 

We were still able to watch the Bison as it moved through the forest parallel with the road. It’s difficult to 

comprehend how such a massive animal can be so elusive. 

After this incredible start to our spotlight session, we were in good spirits for the rest of the evening (and for 

good reason too!). We soon spotted three Wild Boar in a roadside pasture, a very brief otter darting into a river 

and a Tawny Owl posing very nicely next to the road for everyone to photograph. But then, the moment we had 

been hoping for…a young Wolf came into Mark’s spotlight in nearby field! It was staring back at us with burning 

eye shine before swiftly moving behind a band of woodland. Mark estimate that the Wolf was around a year old. 

As we tried to follow this young Wolf, we were then over the moon to see two more Wolves run across the road, 

approximately 20 meters in front of us! Our efforts had finally paid off and we were rewarded with half-decent 

views of this wildlife icon. In addition to this sighting, we had brief glimpses of two Pine Martens foraging in the 
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woods. As the rain started to hammer down, the number of frogs and toads we dodged in the road was pretty 

extraordinary! I was hoping to see a Fire Salamander amongst the crowd, but none of these beauties were seen. 

Day 4            Friday 22nd 
April 

Our dawn start was damp with a slight increase in temperature - quite a contrast to the freezing cold mornings 

we had been experiencing. As we started to drive through the territory of one of our Wolf packs, we came across 

a fresh Wolf scat. This was likely deposited during the early hours of the morning. It appeared we had just 

missed them…again! The rest of the morning was unproductive for our main targets, except for very distant 

views of two Bison slowly moving from a pasture into the woods from a nearby viewpoint. Plenty of Buzzards 

and Roe Deer were seen.  

As we returned to the accommodation, we were greeted by a female Sparrowhawk flying high while being 

mobbed by a rather brave Pied Wagtail! One of the melanisitic adders was seen again in the heathy patch across 

the road. 

After breakfast, it was now time to make our way to the second accommodation destination in Maniowka, which 

was a lovely family-run holiday home style. As we parked up in Maniowka, we were blown away by how low a 

Golden Eagle soared overhead! The massive raptor circled above us for a minute or so and then proceeded to 

head towards a nearby field. It landed in the grass and good views in the scope could be enjoyed. All of this was 

happening while a Cuckoo was being vocal in the distance.  

After lunch, we set off for our afternoon outing. Just as we were leaving, a Hoopoe revealed itself at the entrance 

to our accommodation. Mark informed us that a Hoopoe has been showing well in the area last week as well. A 

stunning bird! 

We continued to a wooded location where Mark had set up a camera trap last week. The camera was located in a 

‘feeding station’ where the locals put out maize to keep Bison away from agricultural fields. While driving to the 

location, heavy rain ensued. This made it difficult for mammal-spotting, but not all wildlife is put off by the rain. 

Amphibians started to emerge and, in some specific areas, Common Toads were showing in their hundreds! 

Trying to dodge them in the road was quite tricky, but we did a good job in avoiding casualties. Common Frogs 

were also showing, but not quite in the same number as the toads. As a herpetological enthusiast, I was very 

excited to see my first Fire Salamander making its away across the dirt track near our camera trap. This exquisite 

animal was every bit as impressive as I’d thought it would be and the colours were just sublime!  

As we approached the camera trap, we were excited to see lots of Bison and Bear activity in the form of tracks in 

the muddy forest path. We could not wait to take a look at the footage on the screen back at the 

accommodation! On the way back, we were fortunate to see two Lesser Spotted Eagles mating on a dead tree at 

a reasonable distance from the car.  

Back at base, we viewed the camera trap footage on a TV screen. Great footage of Bison and Bear both feeding 

in close proximity was interesting to observe. A separate piece of footage revealed Bear cubs as well! Badger and 

Fox were also caught on film enjoying the maize.  
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After a delicious meal, we headed out for our usual spot-light session. It started well with a Beech Marten seen 

retreating into a pile of wooden pallets as we drove past an old barn. As we got out to see if we could get a closer 

look as this enchanting mustelid, we were approached by a man who turned out to be the owner of the barn. He 

was curious as to what we found so interesting about his barn and when we explained that a Beech Marten was 

living in it he smiled, giggled and returned to his house. I guess we forget how the behaviour of naturalists is out 

of the ordinary! The Beech Marten was nowhere to be seen.  

Our second mammal sighting of the night was of another special feline. Slightly larger than a domestic cat, a 

stocky build with a thick grey coat and a bushy tail with black rings towards the tip. It could only be the Eurasian 

Wildcat sat at the edge of the woods looking at us with burning eye shine! We got out of the car and slowly 

approached to get a closer look. Wildcats can be surprisingly bold and curious, which allowed me to get some 

decent photographs. It stayed there for around ten minutes before vanishing into the forest.  

As we were watching the Wildcat exit the scene, Mark spotted a herd of Bison to our right across the pasture 

along another woodland edge. It was a small heard of four animals, just about visible in our spot light with much 

weaker eye shine than the Wildcat. They did not stick around for long and as we continued with our drive we 

spotted herd of eleven Bison just down the road at the same distance! Perhaps both herds were in fact one. The 

usual sightings of Red Fox, Roe and Red Deer occurred.  

Bird sightings included close views of a young Ural Owl - a fantastic photographic opportunity, as well as 

another close sighting of a gorgeous rusty colour morph of Tawny Owl.  

After this long day everyone was pretty exhausted and so we swiftly made our way back to the Maniowka lodge 

for some well deserved sleep. 

Day 5                Saturday 23rd April 

The morning started with heavy rain, which persisted until the end of our outing. The weather was making it 

difficult to find animals and while attempting to track down one of the Wolf packs we found very fresh tracks on 

the road. They were so fresh that Mark estimated the Wolves to have been where we were standing just 20-30 

minutes ago. No significant mammal sightings were made on this morning, but we were treated to another large 

Fire Salamander on the road enjoying the downpour.  

Back at the Maniowka lodge, we enjoyed a superb lunch after a largely unsuccessful morning. Just before lunch, 

Mark delivered a fascinating presentation to the group about his work with Wolves in Bieszczady and Cheetahs 

in Africa.  

After lunch the group rested before we would head out in the afternoon to the maize feeding station where Mark 

had been having great success with his camera traps. The aim of this outing was to sit and wait in the forest 

about 50 meters from where the maize had been put out in hopes of seeing Bears and Bison in daylight, as the 

previous group had some success with this method. We wait for around two and a half hours, hunkered down in 

the woods with our cameras ready as the sun was gradually setting and a cacophony of bird song ensued. Black 

Woodpecker, Europe’s largest woodpecker, was calling close by as well as one of Europe’s smallest birds, a 

Firecrest.  Unfortunately, our mammalian targets did not show themselves, but something incredible was 
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happening behind us that only Mark managed to see. I could hear the movement of a large mammal crackling 

through the vegetation behind us, but my view was largely impeded by a big pine tree. Mark was looking closely 

and suddenly his frantic sign language alerted the group to something in his sights. He whispered “Wolf!”. As 

our mammal watching session finished and we headed back to the vehicle, Mark explained that a young Wolf 

was sitting approximately 50 meters behind, just sitting and watching the mostly oblivious group. The young 

Wolf did not stick around for long as everyone was quietly scrambling into a position to see it, according to 

Mark. An incredible, yet slightly chilling situation! 

After another hearty, delicious meal at the Maniowka lodge we headed out for would be a quiet spotlighting 

session in the evening. However, we did get a wonderful view of a male Wildcat close by at the side of the road 

near our accommodation. Mark said that he knows this individual from previous tours, as it is easily recognisable 

by its deformed jaw. We also had decent views of a Pine Marten darting through the woods and an Ural Owl was 

perched close to the vehicle, which was a great photographic opportunity. The usual mammal sightings of Red 

Deer, Roe Deer, Hare and Red Fox were occurring, albeit in lower numbers than usual.  

Day 6           Sunday 24th 
April 

It was a chilly start to the morning with the local temperature reading -1°C. The usual Red Deer, Roe Deer, Red 

Fox and Hare were seen during this outing, but nothing else mammal-wise. Multiple Buzzards were seen perched 

as a close distance from the vehicle.  

We decided to end the morning session early in order to get back to the lodge an hour or so before lunch so that 

we could do some birdwatching near our accommodation. There is a lovely viewpoint at Maniowka, which we 

watched over for around 45 minutes. We were treated to Golden Eagle, Eurasian Jay, large Goldfinch flocks, 

Black Redstart, Yellowhammer, Greenfinch and Fieldfare. We then headed inside for lunch and rest.  

In the afternoon, we attempted to wait by the maize feeding station again in hope of seeing Bears and Bison in 

daylight. We timed our visits to correspond with the times in which our targets walked past the nearby camera 

traps, but again we had no luck. As we headed back to the vehicle, rain started to pour down and this brought 

out an amphibian army of the roads. Common Toads and Common Frogs were out in force along with Fire 

Salamanders in slightly lower numbers. Careful driving was required! While looking out across a vast pasture on 

the way back to the accommodation, we spotted a herd of thirteen Bison in the distance being battered by the 

rain. Visibility was poor and so some of the group decided to follow Mark into the pasture to get a closer look 

while being partially hidden by the slight incline. I drove the remainder of the group along the muddy track to get 

a better view through a clearing in the woodland belt bordering the field. It was a fantastic sighting, and everyone 

managed to get great views before the Bison herd galloped away out of sight!  

After another brilliant dinner with the added excitement of the Bison herd sighting, we began our spotlight 

session at night. The evening session would be longer than usual, as we drove further afield to focus our search 

on one of the few mammal species that had evaded us so far, the Racoon Dog. Although technically a non-

native species in Poland, it was high on the list of some members of the group and is still a remarkable animal. 

Our search for the Racoon Dog was unsuccessful, but we had some nice sightings along the way. Mark was 

almost certain that he saw yet another Eurasian Lynx partially hidden in the vegetation at a far distance in a 
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scrubby field. It was very difficult to see, but two Lynx sightings in one trip would be unheard of! Much to our 

frustration, it soon disappeared.  

 

During our Racoon Dog search we also had a pretty close sighting of a huge Bear at the edge of the woods close 

to a town, but it immediately retreated once it realised it had been detected. Only three of us managed to see it, 

unfortunately. This was proving to be a good trip for the Eurasian Wildcat, as we had yet another two sightings 

during this session. However, these sightings were not quite as clear as the previous ones.  

The usual sightings of Ural Owl, Tawny Owl, Red Deer, Roe Deer, Hare and Red Fox were consistent 

throughout the night in good numbers.  

Day 7          Monday 25th April 

Mark mentioned that he often finds fresh Wolf scat on the road after rain. After heavy rain throughout the night 

while we were sleeping, we were hopeful in finding fresh signs of Wolf to give us a better chance of tracking the 

pack and getting better views. Oddly. We found no scats at all after the rain and the morning session was a very 

quiet one. We returned to the Maniowka lodge earlier than usual, which provided an opportunity for extended 

rest.  

After the tasty lunch, we decided to explore the area closer to the accommodation in a more relaxed manner as 

everyone was feeling quite energy-depleted at this late stage in the trip. Almost immediately after exiting the 

entrance to the Maniowka lodge, we spotted a female Hen Harrier hunting in the grassland habitat opposite our 

accommodation. She was very showy and close enough to see some great detail on this gorgeous raptor in the 

sunshine. 

I noticed that the scrubby roadside embankments looked ideal for reptiles, especially as the sun started to come 

out. While some of the group continued to watch the Hen Harrier, the rest of us had a quick scan of the sun lit 

embankments to see if anything was basking. Within just a few minutes, I spotted a female melanistic adder. 

Unfortunately, she did not stick around, but Mark went on to find another three snakes. Nice one, Mark! One 

was another melanistic individual (this time a male) basking a couple meters up on the bank at the base of a tree 

stump. Beautiful! Another female with ‘normal’ colouration was seen basking at the entrance of a rock pile, 

which may well have been her hibernacula where she had spent the winter. The snakes appeared to have not 

shed their skins yet, indicating that breeding was not quite underway yet. Mark also found a large male Slow 

Worm near the Adders, which everyone enjoyed.  

Along the same roadside embankment, we saw a fresh Comma butterfly making the most of the sun. This would 

turn out to be our only butterfly of the trip. 

As we set off a bit further afield to try out luck in the territory of one of the Wolf packs Mark had been studying, 

we heard a Cuckoo calling. The Cuckoo eventually showed itself as it whizzed past our vehicle showing its 

characteristic odd flight. Soon after this sighting, he watched a Lesser-Spotted Eagle as close quarters on the 

roadside. Although we had seen multiple examples of this eagle, it was nice to see it in better detail.  
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After a while of not seeing anything in the Wolf territory and with stormy clouds looming over the landscape, we 

were thinking about heading back to the lodge. Then suddenly, “WOLF!” a member of the group shouted. We 

all turned our heads to the direction in which she was pointing and we were absolutely ecstatic to see a large male 

Wolf looking back at us with piercing eyes on a woodland edge. Unfortunately, it soon darted into the forest, 

never to be seen again. We had finally managed to see this iconic European predator in daylight and it was every 

bit as astonishing as we had hoped! 

Soon after the Wolf sighting it began to pour down with rain and all that was seen was a rather soggy White 

Stork foraging in a field. We returned to the accommodation for rest and food.  

For our last evening spotlighting session, we were hoping to get lucky and to end the trip on a high, especially as 

the rain had cleared. Our first mammal sighting was a Badger crossing the road and then we had brief glimpse of 

three Beech Martens moving through the woods. An Ural Owls and multiple Tawny Owls revealed themselves, 

as well as the usual Red Fox, Roe Deer, Red Deer and Hare in good numbers. Although we did not come across 

any of the larger targets, we did find a species that is rarely seen on the trip. We caught the eye shine of Polecat 

in a field to our right. Once the spotlight was on the animal, remarkably, it started running towards us until it was 

within just a few meters of the vehicle. It then suddenly stopped and looked in our direction for a few seconds, 

before running away with its ‘bouncy’ movement out of sight behind some trees. A highly inquisitive animal. 

This is the first Polecat that has been seen on this tour. Our mammal species list was becoming rather large on 

this trip! 

Day 8                 Tuesday 26th April 

It was our last morning if the tour and so we pushed for more epic wildlife sightings before we set off to 

Kraków airport in the afternoon. The highlight was a herd of approximately eight Bison cryptically foraging in 

the woods right next to our accommodation! Although not easy to see, they were at a close distance. Counting 

the number of animals was difficult, as they soon vanished into the forest once we detected them.  

Two birds that has evaded us on the trip were seen during this morning session. A Stonechat, which we expected 

to see more of and only a few of us got a glimpse of a Grey-Headed Woodpecker scaling a tree before it took 

off. A Lesser-Spotted Eagle and a large Red Fox were seen. 

After the morning session, we prepared for our four hour drive back to Kraków where we would say our 

goodbyes and depart. This was a very successful trip, having seen all of the main mammalian targets and some 

great bonus species as well. The fantastic enthusiasm of the group made the experience even more rewarding.  
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 

 

Species lists 

Mammals 

     April 2022 

Common name Scientific name 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 

Wolf Canis Lupus     √   √   √   

Eurasian Lynx Lynx lynx   √       √ (?)     

Eurasian Wildcat Felis silvestris       √ √ √     

European Bison Bison bonasus     √ √   √   √ 

Brown Bear  Ursus arctos √         √     

Red Deer Cervus elaphus √ √ √ √ √ √ √   

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus √ √ √ √ √ √ √   

Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris   √             

Wild Boar Sus scofa     √           

European Beaver Castor fiber √   √           

European Hare Lepus europaeus   √     √ √ √   

Pine Marten Martes martes         √       

Beech Marten Martes foina       √     √   

European Polecat Mustela putorius             √   

Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra √               

Eurasian badger  Meles meles    √         √   

 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

    April 2022 

Common name Scientific name   

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   

Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus   

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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    April 2022 

Common name Scientific name   

White Stork  Ciconia ciconia   

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   

Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   

Lesser Spotted Eagle  Clanga pomarina   

Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   

Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus Female seen hunting over fields opposite Maniowka lodge on 
25th April 2022 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos Single individual seen 22nd April 2022 at Maniowka lodge, 
seen multiple times subsequently  

Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   

Eurasian Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola   

European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus   

Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus   

Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   

Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus   

Tawny Owl  Strix aluco   

Ural Owl Strix uralensis Seen most evenings during spotlighting sessions 

Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops Single individual seen 22nd April 2022 at Maniowka lodge 

White-backed 
Woodpecker  

Dendrocopos leucotos   

Great Spotted 
Woodpecker  

Dendrocopos major   

Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius Heard calling on 23rd April 2022 near maize feeding station  

Grey-headed 
Woodpecker  

Picus canus A fleeting glimpse on 26th April 2022 while driving 

Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   

Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica   

Spotted Nutcracker  Nucifraga caryocatactes Single individual seen 21st April 2022  

Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula   

Rook  Corvus frugilegus   

Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix   

Northern Raven  Corvus corax   

Coal Tit  Periparus ater   

Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris   

Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   

Great Tit  Parus major   

Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   

Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus   

Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   

Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   

Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla   

Goldcrest  Regulus regulus   

Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   

Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea   

Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris   

Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   

Ring Ouzel  Turdus torquatus 5 individuals seen in a flock on 21st April 2022 

Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   

Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris   

Redwing  Turdus iliacus   

Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   

Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   

European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   
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    April 2022 

Common name Scientific name   

Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros Calling most mornings from the top of our accommodation in 
Maniowka  

European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   

Dunnock  Prunella modularis   

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   

Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   

Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla   

Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula   

European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris   

Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   

Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea   

European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   

European Serin  Serinus serinus   

Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   

Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra   

Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella   

Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus   

Goosander  Mergus merganser    

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   

Dipper  Cinclus cinclus    

 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

Common name Scientific name 

Adder Vipera berus 

Slow Worm Anguis fragilis  

Fire Salamander Salamandra salamandra 

Common Frog  Rana temporaria 

Common Toad Bufo bufo 

Moor Frog Rana arvalis  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


