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Tour participants: Nuno Barros and Pete Stevens (Leaders) with 14 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Sunday 23rd December 

After gathering at Faro airport, a group of Christmas explorers from all around the UK set out west towards 

Sagres. Birds seen along the road included some Iberian Magpies, White Storks and an odd Black Kite – a lost or 

really late migrant. 

 

Once in Sagres we left our luggage in the hotel and went for a superb lunch at a local restaurant, overlooking the 

fishing harbour. On the steps Noel – our entomologist – noticed a Little Bloody Nosed Beetle, a curious 

flightless beetle to be remembered throughout the rest of the week. While we waited for the restaurant to be 

ready for us, a Peregrine Falcon flew by quite closely, chasing pigeons, some Cormorants were resting on lamp 

posts, and a Common Sandpiper was bobbing about. An auspicious start.  

 

After a wonderful and comforting meal, we checked-in at the hotel and headed out for a walk along the nearby 

headland. Not long afterwards, the same Peregrine Falcon showed up again! Also some Kestrels were about, and 

strange as it sounds, some of the group spotted a Hobby! Goldfinches and Meadow Pipits were feeding in the 

fields, and a Blue Rock Thrush was kind enough to pose for some great scope views. By the same ruins that 

served as home to the thrush, a couple of Painted Ladies were flying about. We noticed Gannets flying quite 

close to the shore, pushed by the gentle  southerly breeze. At sea, not much else was happening, but a few more 

Cormorants and a Shag were seen. Black Redstarts were busy by the cliff edges, and we managed to get some 

great scope views of Sardinian Warblers, Spotless Starlings and Linnets. The local Peregrine made its third pass 

by us, this time just feet from us above the cliff edge.  

 

Nuno had a tip that a friend of his had seen a Richard´s Pipit in these bushes, and after some frustrated attempts, 

some of the group were able to spot it, amongst Meadow Pipits and Skylarks. Only some brief views, and a call, 

but it was enough for most.  

 

The lovely evening light was fading, a lone Chough was calling on the horizon and it was time to return to the 

hotel. On our way back, we stumbled across a nice colony of Friar´s Cowls, an exquisite and delicate winter 

flower. We didn´t do too bad for ourselves on our arrival day at all! 

Day 2 Monday 24th December 

We awoke to another lovely sunny day. After breakfast Serins were singing by the car park as we took off east to 

explore to wonders of a local south-facing valley. On the way there, Corn Buntings and Cattle Egrets were busy 

flying around. Once on the spot, we found ourselves overwhelmed by small birds. White Wagtails and 

Chiffchaffs were everywhere, and the calls of Robins, Blackcaps, Chaffinches and Sardinian Warblers could be 

heard all over the valley. The misty morning light was in our faces and everyone felt very privileged to be in such 

a place on Christmas Eve.  

 

The floodplain nearby hosted a Green and some Common Sandpipers, as well as a Snipe, a Grey Heron, and 

some Mallard and Teal. We feasted with great views of Stonechats and Song Thrushes. As we were going uphill, 



Portugal – The Algarve at Christmas  Tour Report 

 

 

2  © Naturetrek     February 19 
 

some found Amanita sp. mushrooms as well as Paper White Narcissi, and Yellow Sea Aster. Also some 

Rosemary and the first flowers of the Grey-leaved Rock Roses were in bloom.   

 

On top of the hill, we took our time to distinguish among Shags and Great Cormorants in the same scope view – 

a very welcome tutorial for some! All of a sudden, a Merlin came out of nowhere and caught a what we believed 

to be a Meadow Pipit – what an excitement! Gerry managed brief views of a Ringe Ouzel while most of the 

others were still busy with Blue Rock Thrushes and Black Redstarts by the clifftops. What an amazing first stop! 

Because we could see the weather was clear on the summit, we decided to continue to Monchique, the highest 

mountain in Southern Portugal at 902 m. On the way we stopped for great views of nearby nesting and 

displaying White Storks, and a stroll along a stream that provided excellent views of a very large flock of Iberian 

Magpies and then a single Grey Wagtail.  

 

Our picnic spot was in the gardens of an old thermal complex, straight out of an ancient fairy tale. We sat and ate 

by a chapel while enjoying very close views of Crested Tits and Nuthatches, and listening to Blue and Great Tits, 

Chaffinches, and Short-toed Treecreepers. It was then time to go to the summit.  

 

When we got to Fóia – the rugged summit itself - all was quiet and it wasn´t nearly as cold as we had anticipated. 

After only a brief walk, we stared at a rocky wall and waited. Apart from a few Blue Rock Thrushes, Meadow 

Pipits and Stonechats, nothing else seemed to be about. But suddenly – “Rock Bunting!”, and a few seconds later 

“Dartford Warbler!”, and so we spent a rather exciting 15 minutes trying to spot these elusive birds better as they 

crept in and out of sight while feeding amongst rocks and bushes.  

 

We still has some time on our hands, and ventured a bit further to a patch of Monterey Pines nearby – the recent 

fires that had ravaged the area left scars virtually everywhere, but this patch had been spared. An Egyptian 

Mongoose crossed the road and one of the vans was fortunate enough to see it. We were rewarded with fabulous 

scope views of Rock Bunting for all the group, as well as a few Jays and a Sparrowhawk. A great end to a 

challenging day.  

 

Time to go back to check what surprises the hotel had set up for us for Christmas Eve!  

Day 3 Tuesday 25th December 

We started Christmas Day by going to Cape Saint Vincent. It was another glorious sunny day. On the road, 

surrounded by stunning landscape, Spotless Starlings, Kestrels and Blackbirds were active. Once we got there, 

there was a cold breeze but nothing that deter us. A few got a very decent glimpse of one Alpine Accentor – 

probably the bird we really wanted to see here – but lost it immediately afterwards. We kept on searching for it 

and found all sorts of interesting birds, but no Accentor. Flocks of Linnets, Meadow Pipits, a few Blue Rock 

Thrushes and Black Redstarts, great views of Serin and a Peregrine Falcon perched far away. A lot of Painted 

Ladies were around (which was also the case everywhere we went in Sagres today – and throughout the rest of 

the tour), and we spotted a lone Short-toed Eagle flying away from us.  

 

While all this was happening, Jackie never gave up on the Accentor and finally re-spotted it! So all the group had 

very good scope views of one single Alpine Accentor feeding on the cliffs. Well done! Sweet Alison was 
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flowering all around us and Nuno pointed out a few local endemic plants - Teucrium vicentinum and Cistus ladanifer 

palhinhae before it was time to move on.  

 

On the fields before the Cape we had better views of the Short-toed Eagle while it was being mobbed by a 

couple of Ravens. Scanning the farmland we found a couple of Buzzards perched, a few Kestrels hovering, a 

Southern Grey Shrike and some small flocks of Thekla’s Larks, Skylarks, and Meadow Pipits. As we moved 

forward, a female Hen Harrier showed up in the distance patrolling the hedges on the horizon. Another stop 

revealed a Little Owl well concealed in a ruin, but providing great views for all.  

 

We decided to explore a sandy path by the edge of a pine wood for the delight of the botanists and 

entomologists among us. Soon we identified more endemics like Thymus camphoratus and Ulex erinaceus. Other 

interesting plants present were Daphne gnidium, Wrinkled Rock Rose, French Lavender, Curry Plant and the 

Portuguese Crowberry. While looking at a late Safron flower, a Marsh Harrier flew above our heads. Apart from 

the numerous Painted Ladies, there were a couple of Clouded Yellows still flying as well as a couple of Red-

veined Darters. We also found the very first flowers of the year for some Halimium calysinum (a yellow rock rose), 

Sage-leaved and Grey-leaved Cistus – a brief glimpse of Spring on Christmas day! Just before we got back into 

the vehicles the group noticed a Small Copper, and Nuno spotted a little gem of the winter flora – Jonopsidium 

acaule – another protected Portuguese endemic.   

 

We had lunch at the beach, overlooking Martinhal islets where some Yellow-legged Gulls, Great Cormorants and 

a Little Egret were resting. On the beach we took some time distinguishing Kentish Plovers from Ringed Plovers 

for they were both present and very obliging.  

 

After lunch we went to Cabranosa view point – a noted raptor viewpoint in the migration season. We knew we 

were off-season but it was worth a shot anyway. We were greeted on arrival by charms of goldfinches. The light 

was perfect and climbing uphill we noticed Armeria pungens - another local special plant – and some fungi, one of 

which was identified as a Fallus impudicus. The little artificial pond built on site proved to be a bird magnet and 

attracted Linnets, Greenfinches, White Wagtails (including a particularly fierce one who chased all the other birds 

away), and also Chiffchaffs, Robins and Corn Buntings. As we left, we spotted two Short-toed Eagles flying away 

from us again, and we were fortunate enough to find the main flock of Choughs – 41 birds going to roost! 

 

Our last stop was Baleeira harbour. We strolled along one of the breakwaters, and a Pied Wagtail and a White 

Wagtail were seen side by side which was very interesting. A couple of Turnstones, a Common Sandpiper and a 

Whimbrel were also present. While on top of the pier, overlooking the sea, the wind was already blowing 

strongly. Gannets were plunge feeding no more than 200 metres away from us and Val spotted a young 

Kittiwake - a scarce bird in Southern Portugal - amongst a flock of gulls resting on the water. Another perfect 

ending to a long birding day.  

Day 4 Wednesday 26th December 

Lovely and sunny again. We had a tip from a friend of Nuno that some Stone Curlews had roosted in a field 

nearby. We went first thing in the morning – well, after breakfast. It didn´t take long to find them and in total we 

counted 31 of these magnificent birds camouflaged in the bushes and on the ground and flying around on 

occasion. What a start.  
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We were set to explore the west coast of the Algarve, and we drove through the gentle and beautiful hills of 

Carrapateira until we reached the town of Aljezur, which is Nuno´s home town. We wandered around the local 

market for a while and were briefed on the town’s history and Moorish origin over a cup of coffee, overlooking 

the castle and traditional agricultural fields.  

 

We continued driving alongside the Aljezur stream through the Amoreira valley. Our first stop revealed a 

Hoopoe straight away. It tried to hide in a tree but we could all see it through the scope, while Serins were out in 

the open singing. Cormorants, a Moorhen and a couple of elusive Little Grebes were swimming in a wider 

section of the stream. A Woodlark flew across to a mixed woodland area, as did a couple of Song Thrushes.  

 

This road took us from pastures to floodplains, from scrubland to woodland, and finally to a small marshy 

estuary. In this modest wetland, Black-headed Gulls were flying around and a lone Spoonbill was feeding with 

two White Storks. After a more careful approach we found small numbers of Green and Common Sandpiper, 

Snipe, Greenshank, Black-tailed Godwit, Grey Plover, Ringed Plover and Dunlin. Grey Herons and a Little 

Egret were present as well. Briefly a female Marsh Harrier put all these birds into temporary distress while flying 

low above the estuary. All this was happening while we could still hear Robins and Chaffinches in the woodland 

behind us, across the road.  

 

We had our lunch in a clearing by the edge of a pine woodland among the dunes while several Crag Martins were 

flying above. Large White and Clouded Yellow butterflies were there too. On a second strategic stop at Aljezur, 

we discovered some Siskin by the stream, feeding on an Aspen - always lovely birds to spot. It was the time to 

head for the cliffs.  

 

We went off-road to a remote headland where we had the most amazing view over the cliffs and secret beaches 

of the west coast. Yellow-legged Gulls and two Oystercatchers were resting down below, and Nuno identified a 

gull flying South as an Audouin’s Gull. We then wandered through the ruins of a 12th century Moorish convent 

built on the headland. Black Redstarts, Stonechats and Meadow Pipits dwelt amongst its foundations. On the 

cliff edge we admired some Cormorants and had a good view of 'pure' Rock Doves.  

 

We then were guided through a track amongst the local scrubs. Climbing Snapdragon, Southern Bird’s-foot 

Trefoil and Milk Vetch were already in flower. Not long after we reached unforgettable scenery – we were facing 

an islet where two pairs of White Storks decided to nest against the rough blue Atlantic Ocean – a feature only to 

be found were in the Algarve´s preserved west coast. A few more Cormorants, Yellow-legged Gulls and Rock 

Doves shared the space. It was a peaceful, memorable moment.  

 

We than drove back south to Sagres, where the two leaders and four brave clients went down to the harbour in 

the fading light to try to find a Purple Sandpiper we heard had been spotted in the area. Unfortunately, we didn’t 

succeed, but it didn’t spoil another wonderful day. We still had a dine-out at one of the finest local restaurants to 

look forward to, as it was our last night in Sagres.  

Day 5 Thursday 27th December 

This as our transfer day, and it dawned windless and misty. Along the way east, the clouds cleared and by the 

time we got to Salgados Lagoon, it was sunny and bright, and the place was teeming with birds. This is a coastal 
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oasis threatened by touristic development. In the Fig trees surrounding it Robins, Crested Larks and Spotless 

Starlings were all around. A Great Egret flew across in the distance, which is not a common bird for Portugal by 

any means. We spotted a Marsh Harrier perched, and during our time scanning the lagoon we found at least one 

other regularly scaring all the birds, especially the more than 300 Black-headed Gulls present. We also managed 

to spot Audouins’s and a Mediterranean Gull amongst them (one individual of each), as well and the usual Lesser 

Black-backed and Yellow-legged.  

 

Wader-wise, there was a lot to be found – several Ruff, Snipe, Sanderling and Black-tailed Godwits, just to name 

a few, as well as small numbers of feeding Flamingos, Spoonbills and Glossy Ibis. Two Caspian Terns could be 

detected amongst a roost of wintering Sandwich Terns. A Bluethroat was occasionally seen close to the main 

viewpoint, and Nuno spotted a single Penduline Tit, but unfortunately it didn´t stay around for others to see. 

The lagoon was also teeming with Teal, Shoveler and Mallard, and a few Pochard, Pintail and Gadwall were 

spotted. A couple of Hoopoes flew over the margins, and the avian feast was completed by a pale morph Booted 

Eagle and two Ospreys!  A bird extravaganza! 

 

After yet another delightful picnic, we ventured further east to Quinta do Lago, to explore a freshwater lagoon 

on the edge of a golf course, but before we got there the marshes kept us busy. Some Grey Plovers, Redshank 

and Dunlin were about, but we were also able to spot two rather special birds feeding in the muddy banks – a 

Curlew Sandpiper and Pete picked out a diminutive Temminck’s Stint! 

 

Along the track facing the lagoon, we could immediately spot some birds. The lagoon itself hold impressive 

numbers of Gadwall, Shoveler and Wigeon, but also Little Grebes, Pintail, Tufted Ducks, and Teal. A couple of 

Great Crested Grebes were already engaging in some pre-courtship behaviour. It was not long before we saw our 

first Western Swamphen peeling some reeds – in the end it we counted a good half a dozen of them, including 

some rather close to us. In fact this was the wonderful thing about this place - how close you could get to some 

of these birds, like Glossy Ibis, or even a Water Rail that showed briefly. An Audouin’s Gull amongst a big flock 

of gulls was spotted and everyone could get good views of it.  

 

It was another long and pleasant day and we all had a smile on our faces by the time we left for our country hotel 

in the hills near Tavira.  

Day 6 Friday 28th December 

Today it was time to explore some local coastal patches around the eastern Algarve. The day dawned sunny and 

bright once again, and we set off to visit the saltpans around Tavira. The first birds seen were a Curlew and some 

Black-winged Stilts. We went for a walk to look at each tank and one of them had at least 150 Dunlin feeding, as 

well as some Black-tailed Godwits and Redshanks. Gulls, mostly Black-headed, were paddling their feet to stir 

the food up. On the waterfront, a lovely Spoonbill was standing, while nearby an Oystercatcher was preening 

and Grey Plovers were feeding. On our way back to the vehicles, a couple of Shelduck flew into one of the tanks 

to bid us farewell.  

 

We then moved east again to the border with Spain where Castro Marim Nature Reserve can be found. Inside 

the visitors centre we could clearly see through the windows good numbers of Shoveler, Gadwall, Wigeon and 

Teal. Outside, as we walked to a vantage point to have a better view of the lagoons nearby, we found a thermal 
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of 25 White Storks, a roost of 30+ Spoonbills, five Greater Flamingos feeding, as well as tens of Shelduck. Two 

Caspian Terns provided great scope views in the sun. Some Avocets were roosting as well. As the leaders went 

ahead to prepare the picnic, the group had good views of Southern Grey Shrike and Zitting Cisticola.  Large 

White, Small White, Bath White and Painted Lady were present in this spot, and we had our lunch while Serins 

sang to us.  

 

After a strategic coffee break, we stopped at a secluded lagoon surrounded by dense reeds and pine woods. Not 

long after we had set off on the path around it, we came across a superb and very obliging Crested Tit, much to 

the delight of the group. A Red Admiral butterfly was flying around and the distant calls of an Iberian Green 

Woodpecker were heard by some. The lagoon itself only hosted Lesser Black-backed Gulls, Moorhens and Little 

Grebes on the water, but just as we were finishing our walk a Little Bittern gave its distinctive croaking call and 

crossed over the lagoon into the reeds! A brief sighting and the bird was never seen again, but most of the group 

got it.  

 

We then retired to the hotel a bit earlier than usual to give the group some free time (most of it spent birding the 

surroundings of the hotel), for we had our big journey up-country to the plains of the Alentejo on the following 

day, our last birding day of the holiday.  

Day 7 Saturday 29th December 

We started a bit earlier today, for we had a long drive ahead of us to the plains of Mértola and Castro Verde.  On 

the journey northwards it was sunny and fair, with some pockets of mist which soon dissipated. Corn Buntings, 

Spotless Starlings and Iberian Magpies escorted us on our drive. As soon as we got to the area, some 30 Fallow 

Deer were waiting for us on the other side of a fenced estate, including two magnificent males. Red-legged 

Partridges popped up here and there.  

 

On our first stop two Calandra Larks were displaying briefly as we got out of the vans, a few Southern Grey 

Shrikes were perched on wires all throughout the area, and we enjoyed lovely views of singing Corn Buntings 

and feeding Lapwings. We then descended to a reservoir where a lone Little Ringed Plover had decided to 

overwinter. Some Little Grebes and a Green Sandpiper were the other only birds there, but our luck was about 

to change.  

 

On the drive back, we had incredibly close views of a couple of Little Owls dozing in the morning sun, and then, 

as soon just as we rounded a bend, a flock of about 20 Little Bustard were flying not far away. We stopped and 

were able to enjoy them feeding on the ground through the scope. We carried on through the back roads having 

occasional encounters with Red Kites, Buzzards, White Storks and a couple of Hoopoes.  

 

And then, below a ridge, there they were – about 50 Great Bustards about 500 metres from us. They were not 

disturbed much by our presence in the open, and provided excellent views for the group’s enjoyment. In the 

same spot, another flock of Little Bustards flew briefly out of sight, and suddenly, a big eagle showed up on the 

horizon – it was a first calendar year Spanish Imperial Eagle! We even had the privilege to see this magnificent 

bird flying alongside a female Hen Harrier, to notice how small the latter seemed to be by comparison.  
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We were happy to have our post-Christmas local food feast at Helena’s home – lunch here is always a highlight 

of this holiday.  

 

After lunch we persevered with our search for birds, and not long after we left, we found a second group of 

Great Bustards, 23 this time. In the same spot, some 50 Golden Plovers flew in to join dozens of Northern 

Lapwings already in sight, and a good dozen Calandra Larks flew low over the vans, calling, providing excellent 

observation of these birds, usually not so easy to appreciate. We were clearly on a winning streak, as just a few 

metres further on another seven Great Bustards were found, and a mixed flock of mainly Corn Buntings and 

Linnets proved to hold at least three Rock Sparrows among it. Unfortunately not all the group were able to pick 

these out before the flock moved on.  Val – one of the group’s most talented spotters – added a couple of Stock 

Doves for the trip list before we continued along the road. Our next stop was also an unforeseen one, for Nuno 

spotted two Black-winged Kites on top of a Holm Oak. One left, but the other stayed for the group to admire 

it´s beauty through the scopes.  Shortly after we drove on a third crossed the road between the vans. 

 

Finally we arrived on top of a hill which provided 360 degree views over the whole area. Although a lot of sheep 

were present, another 20 or so Great Bustards could be seen from to top, which allowed us to make a total 

estimation of about 100 for the day! The landscape was also breathtaking and we were feeling blessed.  

 

We drove back through the hills as dusk was falling, feeling that we had been lucky to have such a tremendous 

final day.  

Day 8 Sunday 30th December 

We had an early start today and the hotel was kind enough to leave out tea, coffee, cakes and biscuits for us. We 

drove though the dawn light to get to the airport at 7.30am. Altogether it was another successful tour, filled with 

new friendships, fine weather, lots of memorable moments, and of course lots of birds and beautiful sights.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      December 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

1 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna           36     

2 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata         ✓ ✓     

3 Gadwall  Mareca strepera         ✓ ✓     

4 Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope         ✓ ✓     

5 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   10     ✓ ✓     

6 Northern Pintail Anas acuta         ✓ ✓     

7 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca   5   6 ✓ ✓     

8 Common Pochard  Aythya ferina         ✓       

9 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula         12       

10 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa       h   4 ✓   

11 Balearic Shearwater  Puffinus mauretanicus       1         

12 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis         ✓ ✓ 5   

13 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus         ✓ 2     

14 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus         4 5     

15 White Stork  Ciconia ciconia 3 40   ✓   42 ✓   

16 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus         3       

17 Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia       1 2 43     

18 Little Bittern  I✓obrychus minutus           1     

19 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis   20   5 ✓ ✓ ✓   

20 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 1 1   4 3 3 1   

21 Great Egret  Ardea alba         1       

22 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta     2 2 2 2 1   

23 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

24 European Shag  Phalacrocora✓ aristotelis 2 1             

25 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocora✓ carbo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

26 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus         2       

27 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus             3   

28 Short-toed Snake-eagle Circaetus gallicus     4           

29 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus         1 1     

30 Spanish Imperial Eagle  Aquila adalberti             1juv.   

31 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   2             

32 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus     1 1 2       

33 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus     1       5   

34 Red Kite  Milvus milvus             6   

35 Black Kite  Milvus migrans 1               

36 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

37 Great Bustard  Otis tarda             100   

38 Little Bustard  Tetra✓ tetra✓             20   

39 Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus         1       

40 Western Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio         6       

41 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     

42 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra         80       

43 Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus       31         

44 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus       2   1     

45 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus         ✓ ✓     

46 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta         2 52     

47 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus     6   ✓ ✓ ✓   
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

48 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria         20   44   

49 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola       10 ✓ C     

50 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius             1   

51 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     1 6 4 2     

52 Kentish Plover  Charadrius ale✓andrinus     6   1       

53 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago   1   3 10       

54 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa       3 ✓ 18     

55 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus     1   1 2     

56 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata           3     

57 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus       ✓ 6 ✓     

58 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia       4 1 2     

59 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus   1   3 6   1   

60 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

61 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres     ✓   ✓ ✓     

62 Sanderling  Calidris alba         8 6     

63 Temminck's Stint Calidris temminickii         1       

64 Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea         1       

65 Dunlin  Calidris alpina       4 15 150     

66 Ruff  Philomachus pugna✓         10       

67 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus   ✓   20 ✓ ✓     

68 Audouin's Gull  Ichthyaetus audouinii       1 2       

69 Mediterranean Gull  Ichthyaetus melanocephalus         1       

70 Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

71 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus ✓ ✓   ✓ 150 ✓     

72 Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla     1juv           

73 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia         2 2     

74 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis         11       

75 Rock Dove  Columba livia       2         

76 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus           h ✓   

77 Stock Dove Columba oenas             2   

78 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   ✓ ✓ 20 ✓ ✓ ✓   

79 Tawny Owl  Stri✓ aluco         h h     

80 Little Owl  Athene noctua     1       3   

81 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops       1 2   2   

82 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major         1       

83 Iberian Green Woodpecker  Picus sharpei           h     

84 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

85 Hobby falco subbuteo 1               

86 Merlin  Falco columbarius   1             

87 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus ✓   ✓ ✓         

88 Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

89 Woodchat Sahrike Lanius senator             1   

90 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   4       1     

91 Iberian Magpie  Cyanopica cooki 15 50   1 5 3     

92 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica     1   2 15 10   

93 Red-billed Chough  Pyrrhocora✓ pyrrhocora✓ 1   40           

94 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula       50         

95 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone     4 2     4   

96 Northern Raven  Corvus cora✓     2       4   

97 European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus   2       `     

98 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

99 Great Tit  Parus major   ✓   ✓   ✓     

100 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus           1     

101 Woodlark  Lullula arborea       1         

102 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis ✓   ✓ ✓     h   

103 Thekla's Lark  Galerida theklae   ✓ 8 ✓ ✓       

104 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata         ✓ ✓ ✓   

105 Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra             16   

106 Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

107 Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti         h       

108 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

109 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 6 ✓   

110 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

111 Dartford Warbler  Sylvia undata   ✓ ✓     ✓     

112 Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

113 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus       1         

114 Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓ ✓     h     

115 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea   ✓       ✓     

116 Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla   h             

117 Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

118 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

119 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   ✓ ✓ ✓   3     

120 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   1             

121 Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus   1             

122 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

123 Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica         1       

124 Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

125 Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius ✓ 3 ✓ ✓         

126 European Stonechat  Sa✓icola rubicola 4 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

127 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

128 Rock Sparrow  Petronia petronia             3   

129 Alpine Accentor  Prunella collaris     1           

130 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   2             

131 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

132 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarellii     1           

133 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis 8 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

134 Richard's Pipit Anthus richardi 1               

135 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

136 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris   3 3 ✓ ✓ ✓     

137 Siskin Spinus spinus       3         

138 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

139 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis ✓ 20 40 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

140 European Serin  Serinus serinus   ✓ ✓ 6 h ✓ ✓   

141 Reed Bunting Emberiza Schoeniclus         1       

142 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra ✓ ✓ 3 6 ✓   ✓   

143 Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia   2             

Mammals                   

1 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus     ✓       ✓   

2 Egyptian Mongoose Herpestes ichneumon   1             

3 Wild Boar Sus scrofa   s s           

4 Genet Genetta genetta     s           
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

5 Fallow Deer Dama dama             30   

Reptile & Amphibians                   

1 Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica           1     

Butterflies     
       

1 Large White Pieris brassicae   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

2 Small White Pieris rapae     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

3 Bath White Pontia daplidice     ✓     ✓     

4 Berger's Clouded Yellow Colias alfacariensis     ✓ ✓ ✓       

5 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas     ✓           

6 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta       ✓   ✓ ✓   

7 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Other Invertebrates                   

1 Little Bloody-nosed Beetle Timarcha tenebricosa ✓ ✓   ✓         

2 Ant Lion Myrmeleontidae sp   s s           

3 Honey Bee Apis mellifera   ✓ ✓     ✓     

4 Buff-tailed Bumblebee Bombus terrestris   ✓             

5 White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lucorum   ✓       ✓     

6 Red-winged Grasshopper Oedipoda germanica     ✓           

7 Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii     ✓           

Fish                   

1 Grey Mullet sp Chelon sp 150               
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