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Summary:
During our ten days in the Carpathians and Danube Delta we had an immersive experience of what the
countryside and woodland of Eastern Europe is really like and where many farming practices are traditional and
sustainable. From hoopoes to rollers, and bee-eaters to kingfishers, there were splashes of colour everywhere.
There were stunning bright green beech forests in the mountains alongside ancient limestone gorges, and in the
east extensive reedbeds and willow woodland that went on forever. Two Brown Bears showed up one evening in
the mountains while in the south dozens of cuckoos, herons, egrets, cormorants and pelicans revealed what a
magnificent place Romania is. Everything was in full song from redstarts to golden orioles, and Red-backed
Shrikes to Lesser Whitethroats. Fritillaries adorned the meadow flowers, while on the wetlands wading birds
were passing through on their journey north to the Arctic including hundreds of Ruff and Curlew Sandpipers.

Day 1

Saturday 2nd May

Leaving behind a rather chilly, overcast Heathrow, our flight of just under three hours got us in to Bucharest for
4pm local time. Our flight path headed east over London and the Isle of Sheppey before continuing across
Western Europe, over the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary before descending into Romania.
We met up with Andrew, Janet and Heather at the airport alongside our local guide Florin and driver Florin
before heading to Zarnesti, our base for three nights where we explored the stunning Carpathian Mountains.
Swallows were flying over the airfield and House Sparrows were chirping away at arrivals - our first birds of the
holiday.
As we headed north-west on our four-hour journey we spotted a host of birdlife including many migrating
Swallows, a Marsh Harrier, Rooks, Jackdaws, Magpies, and Collared Doves. Florin's knowledge of
geomorphology helped explain the characters of the river plains we travelled over including the type of loess soil
found here in Eastern Europe, and a distinctive river terrace that bordered the fields on our right.
We stopped in Sinaia for coffee, tea and soft drinks. The local culture music drowned out any birdsong but
Swallows and a few House Martins were flying around in front of the impressive misty tree-clad slopes - a
continuous swathe of bright green Beech trees growing on the steep rocky slopes, topped with Black Pine, Larch
and some Scots Pines. We travelled further for another hour through popular towns that are ski resorts during
the winter. As we climbed to a higher altitude the Beech trees became bare; it was still too cold for their leaves to
emerge. Spring hadn’t quite sprung up here. Black Pines began to dominate the forest landscape, and glimpses of
the mountains through the misty cloud revealed snow.
As we went down to a lower altitude the trees were green again and the lush meadows and sloping road verges
were carpeted with Cowslips while the woodland edge was full of Wood Anemones. A few Fieldfares and a
White Stork were spotted briefly and as we neared Zarnesti a pair of storks were on their nest. Almost at our
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destination, we passed through Rasnov, the 'Place of Roses' where an impressive 13th Century Saxon Castle sits
on the forest hill.
We arrived at Pension Elena in Zarnesti at 8pm and after a quick freshen up we met again for dinner which
included a plum-liqueur to whet our lips, delicious home-made vegetable soup, salad, chicken and potatoes and a
donut-like pudding topped with cream and myrtle berries. Florin briefed us for the following day and we headed
to bed ready for breakfast at 7.30am.

Day 2

Sunday 3rd May

We woke to a brighter morning with the Kingstone Mountains (Piatra Craiului) directly behind our pension. A
few early starters had seen mainly Collared Doves, Black Redstart and House Sparrows. From our pension you
could see the change in spring the further up the mountains you go with those Beech trees higher up leafless
while those lower down bright green.
We met for breakfast at 7.30am and set off at eight to walk the Zarnesti Gorge. As we drove along the track to
the gorge a few Dippers showed well in the stream – one was keeping food in its bill; no doubt for young. As we
entered the national park a stunning male Red-backed Shrike perched in a nearby bush.
As we ventured up the gorge and along the stream we were moved by the abundance of beech trees and their
fresh, bright, lime green leaves. Grey Wagtails were common throughout our walk. During our walk Robin, Song
Thrush, Wren and Chaffinch were heard singing. A single Alpine Swift flew overhead, fresh in from its long
journey from somewhere in Africa, while a Black Redstart perched up on a limestone pinnacle. A little further
along Ed spotted a Fire Salamander on the other side of the fast flowing stream - it was difficult to see at first
despite being black and bright yellow. It crept slowly along. What a stunning amphibian: large (20cm long), black
with distinctive yellow patches and obvious poison glands. We saw another a little later in the hand of a young
girl with her family - it was brilliant to see it up close. Florin advised on where to put it back after. The limestone
cliffs were covered in lichens, mosses and alpine plants including Yellow-green Saxifrage, while on the ground
near the stream Purple Lungwort and a type of bittercress, Cardamine glanduligera, an endemic to the Carpathians
was growing. High above on a grassy slope Florin spotted a Chamois which some of the group glanced before it
moved into the undergrowth.
As the gorge opened, some icy snow still remained in colder parts of the path. In the same area we could see the
towering limestone cliffs and the bendy lines where it had been squeezed under immense pressure millions of
years ago. We stopped at a sunny, grassy spot looking out for the elusive Wallcreeper. After ten minutes or so
Florin spotted one high up on the cliffs above us. It took another ten minutes before it became visible again and
some of the group spotted it grasping on to the rocks before flying high overhead with its round wings, and
disappeared round the corner.
A few kestrels we regularly seen along with a Raven coming back to a regular cliff perch. A few larger raptors
circled overhead including Common Buzzards and at least one possible Honey Buzzard. A Peregrine also circled
round. Coal Tits called and foraged in the pines and on our walk back down one or two Marsh Tits fed close by.
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After lunch (delicious dumpling soup, pork in a tomato sauce and dessert) we headed to the beautiful Strumbai
Valley, a mix of deciduous woodland, pasture and copses. Along the way the banks of streams by the roadside
were covered in Marsh Marigolds. Within just a mile walk we found lots and lots of birdlife. At the very
beginning singing Yellowhammer, Blackcap, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, Tree Pipit and Great Tit greeted us.
Nearby, in some large muddy puddles, Florin found a few Yellow-bellied Frogs. From above they look cryptic
and toad-like but from below they have a pattern of yellow blotches which Florin and Ian showed by handling a
few. Before we moved on, a flock of the white-headed race of the Long-tailed Tit moved through a copse.
Meanwhile, above us, we enjoyed views of a migrating Short-toed Eagle, Common Buzzards and a few Lesser
Spotted Eagles.
Further along a Fieldfare called from a tree and a male Cuckoo sat in an oak tree calling - we managed to get nice
views through the scope. A Skylark sang in the background and a female Red-backed Shrike perched in a dead
branch not far from the Cuckoo. Those ahead also found a male on top of a bush. Two Hawfinches flew
overhead and a Goshawk soared overhead sporting the bulging secondary portion of its wings and long tail. A
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker called in the background. Further along a Lesser Spotted Eagle was sat in a field
looking for mammals to eat. It flew along showing off the white wing patches at the base of the primary wing
feathers. It landed further along and found something to eat - perhaps a Slow Worm. Green-veined Orchids
were flowering in an area of one meadow while in others overgrazing saw an abundance of False Helleborines.
Three more Lesser Spotted Eagles soared overhead while another Short-toed Eagle drifted through. Marsh Tits
were commonly heard along the walk. Our walk finished with various woodpeckers. Firstly a Black Woodpecker
calling from the forest flew over our heads - this crow-size bird headed for some open scrub across a field. The
distinctive 'tchick' call was that of a Great Spotted Woodpecker or a White-backed Woodpecker. And finally the
yaffle call revealed itself to be a Grey-headed Woodpecker sat preening and calling in a dead branch of a willow
tree. The head was well marked with a partial black moustache.
Florin joined us with our bus and we headed down the road to meet our ranger for bear watching. By 6.30pm we
were settled into our hide looking out to an open feeding area where the Rangers had hidden food in special
logs. A fast flowing stream gushed past, full of melt water. The trees, bright green, were mainly beech and
hornbeam. Toothsome, a common parasitic orchid-like plant lacking chlorophyll (and hence pink-purple) was
common around the base of trees and Butterbur was obvious with its flower spikes along the water's edge. While
we waited a Jay came do to feed on the bears’ food along with a few Chaffinches. Walter and others spotted a
male Capercaillie flying away through the woods as they settled into their seats. A Goshawk was also seen by the
front row. By 7.35pm out first bears appeared; two young females. One was particularly identifiable by her
blonde head and a patch on her right shoulder. She came to feed on a log only 30 metres away while the other
was feeding on a separate log around 50 metres away. They stayed for 25 minutes or so before heading back into
the woods together. We stayed until 8.45pm but no other bears appeared so we headed back to the bus and our
journey to the pension. Back at the bus our driver told us he had seen a large and a small bear pass him, probably
a mother and a cub!
On our journey back Florin (driver) spotted an owl. As we reversed back we could see it was a big Ural Owl,
larger than a Tawny Owl, very streaky with a yellow bill. A few times it flew ahead of us catching the light from
our headlamps and showing off its larger wingspan.

© Naturetrek

June 15

3

Romania’s Danube Delta & Carpathian Mountains

Day 3

Tour Report

Monday 4th May

Wow! What a morning. We spent three and a half hours walking along the pasture meadows on the outskirts of
Zarnesti. We walked through open meadows, deciduous scrub and forest edge. The meadows were a mosaic of
limestone grassland species dotted with smaller trees and bushes. As we gained some height to 900 metres we
encountered lots of hazel. Cowslips were in abundance along with fewer Wood Anemones, Alpine Snowbells
and Oxslips (and one Green-veined Orchid). Perching on some of the nearby bushes were up to four Whinchats
on migration and feeding up in an area of longer grass. We also heard and saw half a dozen Yellowhammers. A
Lesser Whitethroat sang nearby and a few more were heard and seen during our walk. Tree Pipits were in great
abundance; we must have seen and heard over a dozen. Many were in flight display, chasing each other or calling
nearby. Two Nutcrackers gave brief views as they kept moving through the trees, pausing momentarily.
However, a little later one individual perched on top of a spruce tree calling and giving superb views of its brown
cap, white tail patches and flecked scapular feathers. It began sunning itself and preening, showing off its wing
and tail feathers further.
Blackbirds, a Mistle Thrush, a few Song Thrushes, Chiffchaffs, Greenfinch, Blackcaps, Chaffinches, Coal Tits,
Firecrest and Great Tits were singing during our walk and some were seen. At least four Red-backed Shrikes of
each sex were seen perched and flying. Up to three Cuckoos were calling across the valley and one seen in flight.
The odd woodpecker was drumming and Grey-headed Woodpecker called. In a large puddle in the track half a
dozen Yellow-bellied Frogs were present, a few in mating pairs, and also some spawn; loose balls of six to eight
jelly eggs floating in the water. A Sand Lizard was hiding under a large fungus in a fallen tree trunk and Walter
and Ann found an adult and young Meadow Lizard further behind - this species is globally near threatened.
Cockchafers were flying around and White-spotted Rose Beetles were busily feeding on Dandelion pollen.
Back at the bus where we stopped for a rest and lunch Field Crickets were appearing bottom first out of their
obvious burrows, and a Bee Fly with its long proboscis was photographed by some. The early cooler cloud and
some rain gave way to hot sunshine and allowed butterflies such as Brimstone, Large and Small Whites and Small
Tortoiseshell to begin flying.
Mid-afternoon we drove 20 minutes away to the town of Bran where we took photographs of the 650-year-old
Bran castle, originally built as a fortress and later converted to a castle to be used by the royal family in the 19th
and 20th Centuries. The castle itself is known as Dracula’s Castle as it fits with the Irish writer Bran Stoker’s
description of such a building in his fictional story of Dracula in 1897. While there we watched a horse and cart
gallop past. As we got back in the bus a Black Woodpecker flew overhead and a White Stork soared over the
castle itself.
We then gained some height travelling uphill in our bus to Moeciu where we were able to photograph the two
mountain ridges flanking the town.
We spent the rest of the afternoon exploring and walking up the
Dambovicioara Gorge spotting foraging Dippers, Grey Wagtails, Ravens and raptors: nesting Peregrines, Kestrel
and Sparrowhawk. Along with other spring flowers we saw a special endemic blue flower, the Liverleaf Hepatica
transylvanica.
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On our way back we stopped briefly in Bran to look at the souvenir market and buy apple strudel. We headed
back to Pension Elena where Gigi and Elena and their cooks provided a delicious meal of homemade tomato
soup, salad, chicken escalope and a very tasty chocolate cake.

Day 4

Tuesday 5th May

We awoke to a beautiful sunny morning. The local Black Redstart was singing nearby. Today we travelled south
and east from the stunning Carpathian Mountains to the equally beautiful River Danube and the start of the delta
at Tulcea.
Our first stop was at a service station one and a half hours into the journey and in the lowlands surrounded by
fields of Oilseed Rape. House Sparrows were all around plus Crested Lark, Jackdaw, two Yellow Wagtails, a
Rook and three soaring White Storks. Bugle grew in profusion in small clumps by the car park. A Small Heath
butterfly landed on the concrete before we left.
After another twenty minutes or so we stopped at a rookery at Ciorani where Rooks were busy feeding well
grown chicks in a large area of poplar trees. A Nightingale sang from some dense bush and a Golden Oriole was
occasionally heard. A few Kestrels and three or four Red-footed Falcons shrieked overhead; dashing, diving and
circling in the sky above. The latter nest amongst the Rooks for safety - any would-be predator such as a Hooded
Crow is quickly seen off by the Rooks. A few Blackcaps sang in the scrub and as we left a Syrian Woodpecker
gave brief views to some of the group. A Common Swallowtail butterfly was perched on some plants and chased
off another that came too close.
Tony and Ed disturbed two Grey Partridges that flew back into cover.
Another fifteen minutes along the road we stopped at Lake Rodeanu - a large lake with lots of reedbeds. A pair
of Garganey and a Black-winged Stilt were feeding close by. As we exited the bus a Wood Sandpiper flew away
from us. The reedbeds were full of the grating songs of Great Reed Warblers. On the open water near the reeds
Coots and up to three Black-necked Grebes rested. On the far bank of the lake various ducks were resting and
preening including Ferruginous Duck, Pochard, Shelduck, Shoveler, Mallard, Gadwall and Greylag Geese (with
goslings). A Cuckoo flew off from a tree and the odd Grey Heron flew low into the lake. A Great Egret also flew
in from the distance. Fire-bellied Frogs gave out their pulsing 'cuckoo' like call along with a trilling Green Frog.
A Marsh Harrier quartered the reeds. Before we headed off a few Yellow Wagtails flew past with a male Redbacked Shrike, and a Whitethroat, less common in Romania than the UK, sang from a roadside bush.
During the rest of our journey we saw a few Hobbies, Corn Buntings, lapwings, egrets, and storks. Just before
we crossed the Danube we passed through the village of Giurgeni where over half a dozen White Storks were
incubating eggs, and Spanish Sparrows were nesting amongst the storks' nests. On the other side of the Danube
a pair of Rollers were perched on the electricity wires and a Hoopoe flew across the road.
We stopped again for coffee and ice cream, and an hour later came to the beautiful Hasarlac Lake. With water
levels high and only some Swallows and a Great Crested Grebe in view we stopped at flooded pastureland used
by the sheepherders, known as Garliciu. Wow! What a site. This temporary wetland was home to hundreds of
birds, some nesting, but many others passing through on migration. The sound of Fire-bellied Frogs, Rana frogs
and an occasional European Tree Frog developed into a full chorus with everything singing together. When the

© Naturetrek

June 15

5

Romania’s Danube Delta & Carpathian Mountains

Tour Report

Rana frogs stopped the Fire-bellied Frogs continued to bleep away. Hundreds of Ruff, many males growing their
black or orange ruffs, were feeding across the wetlands. Lapwings were nesting and Black-winged Stilts were
feeding amongst them. A few sooty-breasted Spotted Sandpipers and Wood Sandpipers were also feeding up
before their migration further north to the Baltic States and Scandinavia.
Active migration was happening overhead with two separate Lesser Spotted Eagles, a Short-toed Eagle, four
Steppe Buzzards and seven Honey Buzzards drifting overhead north-westerly. Corn Buntings were singing all
around us and feeding on the ground.
The landscape itself is distinctly stepped formed by the movement of the loess below. Whiskered Terns made
their grating, creaking call as they flew overhead; half a dozen or so also on migration to the Danube Delta. A
flock of 18 Glossy Ibis glided in to the wetland from the north and settled to feed amongst the Ruff. Other birds
included a pair of Ruddy Shelduck, Mute Swan, Mallard, Purple Heron, Yellow Wagtail and Whitethroat. Ed also
saw a Suslik very briefly.
We headed on across the very open, patchwork landscape: a mix of brown ploughed fields, green cereals and
yellow Oilseed Rape along with wind turbines. Along here we saw a few Calandra Larks, a migrating Montagu's
or Pallid Harrier, Buzzard, Marsh Harrier and white-phase Booted Eagle. Through the extensive deciduous
forest running along a north to south ridge, the trees were in full leaf. Silver Lime trees had a slightly darker,
silvery look from the Beech and Oaks, while across the landscape the deep green of trees was interspersed with
the white of Flowering Ash trees.
A further half an hour later, around 6.30pm, we arrived at Florin's hometown of Tulcea and moved to the
floating hotel which would be our home for the next four nights. Swallows swept past the boat throughout the
evening. After a delicious dinner of Zander and wine we headed for bed ready for our first day on the Danube.

Day 5

Wednesday 6th May

After a night in the floating hotel on the River Dunube in Tulcea we took a small boat out onto the Dunube and
then into one of the many dividing rivers that make up the delta. We passed corridors of White Willow followed
by extensive reedbeds and then a mix of both trees such as White Poplar and reeds. We sailed pass the reserve
known as Lake Nebuna (meaning Crazy Lake) where only scientists can go: here are many colonies of egrets,
herons and cormorants. We came out into Lake Furtuna, one of the five largest lakes in the delta, before heading
down a narrow canal to the small village of Malluc where we returned to the floating hotel.
We had left at 8.30am and were out for five hours. Throughout the whole journey we heard up to 49 Redstarts
and half a dozen Lesser Whitethroats. Thrush Nightingales sang on the first part of our journey from the
willows. Kingfishers were common on the first part of the journey and in the first kilometre or so we had seen
over three pairs, the male often presenting his mate with a fish. Tree Sparrows were chirping all along the course,
and at a few locations we heard Golden Orioles. Starlings were very numerous, nesting in holes in the willow
trees, and Blue Tit, Great Tit, Blackcap and Chaffinch were singing in trees along the waterways. A Black
Woodpecker flew right passed us and a few Great Spotted Woodpeckers flew over the channel. A Grey-headed
Woodpecker called from nearby willows. We heard five Cuckoos and saw another two including a brown-phase
female. We saw up to eight White-tailed Eagles including two pairs soaring near each other and a pair at a distant
nest. The odd Kestrel and Hobby flew overhead.
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The larger Great Cormorant and the smaller, longer-looking Pygmy Cormorant were both numerous and often
feeding in the rivers or perched in the trees, sometimes in large numbers. Squacco Herons were frequent along
with a dozen Little Egrets, four Black-crowned Night Herons, Grey Herons and few Great Egrets. From the
reeds Christine spotted a Great Reed Warbler, and while Coots fed on the water’s edge a few were even flying
for some distance over the water. The creaking calls of Marsh, Pool and Edible frogs were entertaining: along
some of the waterways and amongst the weed we could see dozens of these bright green amphibians.
Kingfisher-blue Rollers were often seen in pairs, particularly towards the end of our trip, and a few Red-backed
Shrikes were passing through on migration. At Lake Nebuna we spotted a pair of Black-necked Grebes alongside
foraging Pygmy Cormorants and Mute Swans. Just prior to entering Lake Furtuna we spotted up to six Rednecked Grebes and a pair of Black-necked Grebes amongst Coots and Great Crested Grebes, and on the lake
itself we saw 40 Mute Swans, over 25 Great Crested Grebes, a few Common Terns, Whiskered Terns and a
White Pelican. Pelicans were often seen in small groups though at one point over 100 flew over in v-formation.
There were also a few Dalmatian Pelicans with their softer, greyer wings. As we neared the end of our journey,
boggy pastureland was home to a dozen or more Glossy Ibis, Spotted Redshank, eight Wood Sandpipers and a
Green Sandpiper. Other birds included Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, Hooded Crow, Marsh Harrier, Woodpigeon,
Stock Dove, Gadwall, Mallard, Pochard and Caspian Gull.
We headed back to the floating hotel passing horses, cows, pigs and other farm animals feeding in some
woodland close to Malluc. Over the Danube Whiskered, White-winged and Black Terns circled around feeding.
We moored next to our floating hotel and went straight for lunch (soup, vine wraps and fruit salad), eaten whilst
sailing down the Danube to our next destination along Sulina, one of the main channels of the delta. While
lunching we passed several occupied White Stork nests and a flock of 20 ibis settled in a lagoon nearby. During
our journey east a few Grey-headed Woodpeckers were heard or seen, along with half a dozen Rollers.
The hour and a half journey was fascinating as we passed traditional thatched houses, riverside hotels and
extensive reedbeds; and most importantly lots of birds. During this time hundreds of Barn Swallows were
migrating east along the Danube along with the occasional Common and Whiskered Terns. Trees and pylon lines
were good places to see Rollers.
We stopped at Crisana to make a detour for a few hours, south of the Danube into the Crison Channel. Here in
glorious sunshine we saw many Pygmy Cormorants, Great Cormorants, Whiskered Terns, a few Black Terns,
Little Egrets, Great Egret, Purple Heron, juvenile Black-crowned Night Heron and Glossy Ibis. Turning off into
the Ceamura Channel Bob spotted a Grass Snake heading up stream. It came over to investigate the boat and
then dived away out of view. Lots of Rana frogs were calling and making a croaking chorus. A Grey-headed
Woodpecker called nearby and flew out of the trees. Overhead a Dalmatian Pelican flew past. Other birds
included Marsh Harrier, Lesser Whitethroat, Mallard and Gadwall.
Once back at the floating hotel we continued along the Danube seeing Marsh Harrier, egrets, Red-footed Falcon,
Purple Heron, Lapwing, ducks and Greylag Geese. The reedbeds went on and on – it was incredible - and as we
turned off the Danube into a former main route for boat traffic we passed what used to be a fish farm, now
grown into a reedbed and wetland. Some of the land we passed was also used as pasture for grazing cows. We
reached our destination at 7pm and we stopped by the reeds and the boat crew roped us to some willow trees
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ready for the night. During the rest of the evening we spotted the odd Marsh Harrier and Black-crowned Night
Heron flying low over the reeds. At least two Savi's Warblers were singing until it was almost dark along with
Reed Warblers. Meanwhile a gentle hum, like a huge swarm of gnats, was in fact the evening chorus of Firebellied Frogs. Their 'oo-ing' sounds combined to form an amazing constant hum.
After a delicious dinner including carp for main and stories from Florin about how the Danube Delta formed
and about Romania itself, we headed for bed surrounded by nothing but reedbeds.

Day 6

Thursday 7th May

The moonlight shimmered off the channel in which we were moored and then, around 5am, the light began to
increase on the horizon as the sun rose. Rana frogs sounded even louder at this time while the nearby Savi's
Warbler was on 'repeat' and continued to sing its reeling sound through to breakfast and beyond. Cuckoos began
to call and the odd faint Bittern could be heard 'booming'. Reed Warblers started their dawn chorus as egrets
occasionally flew past in the half light. It wasn't long before a Great Tit proclaimed his territory and the local
crows began calling.
The day had begun. We met at 7am for breakfast, and then at 8am set off in our small boat to a dyke near the
historic Ukrainian village of Letea. To get there we explored small channels through impressive floating reedbeds
and Grey Willows.
In the sunshine there were lots of Cuckoos flying past, nesting Starlings, Common Tern, Roller, Purple Heron,
Black-crowned Night Heron, Pygmy Cormorant and Squacco Heron all along the shallow edges. In the reeds we
could hear Reed Warblers, the odd Savi’s Warbler, Reed Bunting, Bittern, Penduline Tit and Little Crake. The
ducks didn’t hang around but we saw various pairs of Ferruginous Ducks and a few pairs of Garganey. A pair of
Hobbies sat on a favourite branch of a willow tree, and a Red-footed Falcon dashed overhead. A White-tailed
Eagle was mobbed by a pair of Marsh Harriers. The habitat comprises floating islands of reeds and marsh fern.
The sandy bottom here makes it hard for any trees to grow but the loose substrate does allow water-loving plants
to grow and form a floating mat. On the edge of one, Andy spotted a probable Otter before it submerged.
As we arrived at Letea a Spoonbill fed with a Great Egret and a few Glossy Ibis. We spent a few hours being
taken back in time to what the UK may have been like 100 years ago. Here people live on an island in the middle
of the Danube Delta dealing with hot summers and very cold winters. They produce most of their own produce
and top up with big shops from Tulcea from time to time. Their beautiful traditional houses have thatched
roofing and are painted blue and white. Ruined houses show how they are made with the central part of the walls
packed with reed stems to offer both an insulating and circulatory layer to keep the houses cool in the summer
and warm in the winter. Most gardens had two houses; one used more in the summer to host friends and family,
and a smaller building used mostly in the winter. There was plenty of wildlife too. A marshy pool was home to
plenty of Rana frogs and very small dark-brown Fire-bellied Toads – Florin caught one to show us its orangespotted belly. We had arrived on just the right week to see half a dozen European Tree Frogs sat clinging almost
vertically to plant stems in the marsh. These lime green coloured frogs only come to the pools for a short period
to mate and spawn before disappearing back up into the willow trees for the summer.
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As we walked through the village admiring the gardens full of flowers and vegetables we spotted a stork sat on
its nest. Tree Sparrows were common along with a few House Sparrows.
Swallows were swooping past us very closely and were living in almost every house. Walking back along the
waterway we admired a very tame male Cuckoo perched in a bush while the odd Lesser Whitethroat sang from a
tree. A flock of 30 White Pelicans also soared overhead. Ann found a Great Diving Beetle that had been eaten by
something, perhaps a Little Owl. Despite most of its body removed and eaten, its head and legs were still
moving. There were other elytra of the same species below the same lamppost and nearby the wing of a large
Emperor moth.
We rejoined the small boat for coffee and drifted back to our floating hotel surrounded by acres of unspoilt
reedbeds. On our journey back we spotted more Cuckoos, the pair of Hobbies, three Bee-eaters, Bearded Tit,
many Sand Martins, a few more Penduline Tits (heard), Ferruginous Ducks, five Garganey, Blue Tit, Great Tit
and Starling. As we arrived near the end of the channel three different Rollers were perched in the willows.
As a little rain came we lunched while the floating hotel moved once again to our new location. We spent a few
hours heading out of the channel, along the Danube and up into another main channel. It was raining by this
point so we relaxed inside.
We arrived at our location on an area of water surrounded by reeds around 3pm and hopped onto the smaller
boat ready for a trip along the original channels and lakes of the Danube Delta. During the three hours we
visited Lake Bogdaproste, Lake Treilezer and Lake cu Ciulini (lake with water chestnuts).
During our journey we saw at least seven Hobbies, two Red-footed Falcons, dozens of Squacco Herons and
Black-crowned Nights Herons, tens of Pygmy Cormorants, eight Cuckoos (heard or seen) and at least three
Purple Herons. Along the first channel the willow trees were busy with territorial Blue Tits singing away.
Redstart, Lesser Whitethroat, Blackcap, Red-breasted Flycatcher, Chiffchaff, Long-tailed Tit, Great Tit, Savi's
Warbler, Great Reed Warbler, Chaffinch and Goldfinch were also singing or calling. We heard up to five Bitterns
booming and a very distant Little Bittern. A Kingfisher also gave super views near the boat while a Golden
Oriole flew overhead. A squadron of over 100 White Pelicans drifted overhead and circled round and a single
Dalmatian Pelican flew over.
At Lake Treilezer 40 Great and Pygmy Cormorants were settled in a tree and 25 Mute Swans flew off in a line.
We paused near a Penduline Tit nest - a ball of fluff - and could hear the male nearby but he remains elusive. At
Lake cu Ciulini, a beautiful lake full of lilies, we relaxed in the sunshine and enjoyed the activity as over a dozen
Black Terns, Whiskered Terns, a few Common Terns and two White-winged Black Terns graced us with their
presence, flying by the boat and sometimes landing on the lilies and weed. Andy photographed one of the Black
Terns with a newt clasped in its bill. Two Dalmatian Pelicans rested and preened towards the back and nearby
three or four pairs of Great Crested Grebes were tending their nests and eggs. Half a dozen pairs of Blackheaded Gull were also staking out nests. On the water Black-necked Grebe, Red-necked Grebe and Great
Crested Grebe were all swimming near each other for a great comparison. Florin attracted the Rana frogs with a
line and red bottle top – they were leaping up to catch it as they would a crimson dragonfly. Pochards were
common throughout the sail along with Mallard, a few Garganey, Ferruginous Duck, three other Red-necked
Grebes, and a passage flock of eight Black Terns and numerous Whiskered Terns. We arrived back at our float
just after 6pm, disturbing a Kingfisher in the process. We were settled on the edge of the reeds and completely
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remote. Before dinner at 7pm some even spotted a Savi's Warbler. A red sunset finished the day as the frogs
croaked and Bitterns boomed.

Day 7

Friday 8th May

During the night the various marsh frogs had their own nocturnal chorus and the occasional Cuckoo also joined
in. By daylight the reedbed was a hive of activity and the Savi's Warbler was still showing well. A male Starling
sang by the boat mimicking Golden Oriole and Black Woodpecker. Whiskered Terns and Common Terns flew
past calling, and a Dalmatian Pelican swam nearby.
We woke to a beautiful morning and after breakfast we again set out on the little boat to explore more of the
channels, bays and lakes of this delightful delta from Lopatna, along Catavaia, Channel Stipoc and through to
Lake Baclanesti. We again saw Red-necked Grebe, Pochard, Gadwall, Ferruginous Duck, Mallard, Coot,
Moorhen, Greylag Geese, Squacco Heron and Black-crowned Night Heron. At one lake up to eight Dalmatian
Pelicans were swimming and preening. Five took off and circled above us. We stopped at one lily-carpeted lake
to see flocks of Whiskered Terns and a few Black Terns at their colonies. Up to 18 Black-necked Grebes, many
in pairs, and a few Great Crested Grebes were also amongst the lily pads. Black-headed Gulls were sitting on
their nests and a flock of 20 Black-winged Stilts flew across.
The lake was full of frogs and we watched a Hooded Crow and a Night Heron fly off with one each, the latter
after swimming into the deeper water. There was a rich plant life making this a special habitat for marsh terns
and small grebes. It included two species of bulrush, Hornwort, Frogbit and Water Soldiers (sometimes known
as Water Pineapple). As Penduline Tits whistled from the reeds, Cuckoos were in ever abundance chasing each
other. We watched one male Penduline Tit making his nest, bringing fluff from the willows on the other side of
the channel to his nest in front of us. The odd Pygmy Cormorant was flying over with nest material and we
passed a few different pairs of Red-footed Falcons and Hobbies.
In glorious sunshine we entered an area known as Stipoc that felt homely and looked like a river of lowland
England. It was bordered by a dyke, reclaimed farmland and a disused fish-farm from the communist era. There
were many pairs of Rollers, the odd Kestrel, nesting storks, Wood Sandpiper, two Whinchats, Yellow Wagtail
and Hoopoe here, while many Sedge Warblers sang from the marsh on the other side of the polder.
In the open marshland where cows were grazing we had distant views of Mute Swan, half a dozen Spoonbills
and two Black-winged Stilts, alongside Great Egrets. One flock of birds that rose from the water's edge
contained 21 Little Egrets and eight Glossy Ibis. A few squadrons of White Pelicans flew overhead and Rollers
were common all along the riverside trees from here onwards along with small colonies of Tree Sparrows. Logs
sticking out of the water were good places for European Pond Terrapin and we saw several but only briefing as
they moved quickly into the water. One swimming Grass Snake was spotted by Betty. In the trees Starlings were
busy singing while Lesser Whitethroat, Redstart, Chiffchaff, Pied Flycatcher and tits sang from the willows. We
spotted at least one pair of Red-footed Falcons in a rookery on an islet of willows on Lake Baclanesti. While the
adult Rooks were busy feeding young the female falcon was sat on an unused Rook nest looking towards us
while the male flew around calling and showing off his silver-coloured wings. The falcons will nest here amongst
the Rook colony. Other birds along our journey included Turtle Dove, Woodpigeon, Kingfisher, Red-backed
Shrike, Golden Oriole (heard), Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (heard) and Grey-headed Woodpecker (heard).
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After our five hour trip we reached the floating hotel for lunch and set sail around 2.30pm, bound for Tulcea
harbour where we would moor for the night. On the journey we re-traced our steps from the very first day in the
delta and headed along willow-rich rivers where we spotted a migrating Black Stork, a few White-tailed Eagles,
Grey-headed Woodpecker, Marsh Harrier, Red-backed Shrike, Roller and Red-necked Grebe; and heard
Redstart, Lesser Whitethroat, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Black Woodpecker and Nightingale.

Day 8

Saturday 9th May

After a night on the floating hotel in Tulcea we finished breakfast on the boat and bid goodbye the crew. We
headed out at 8.30am and stopped just outside a village called Parches. We were in the hills and looking out
across the western edge off the Danube Delta towards Ukraine. Even at this height we could hear all the
croaking frogs. We looked across to a huge colony of Great Cormorants - well over 200 whitewashing the trees
where they have made their nests. On the pools we could see Coots, grebes and foraging terns, and a lake was
home to 200 Mute Swans. The steppe habitat was perfect for Isabelline Wheatear - a few were dotted across the
grassland, and a female Northern Wheatear was perched in a bush. A pair of Golden Orioles flew over in the
distance and two Lesser Spotted Eagles drifted over on migration. Meanwhile a Suslik was feeding on the
grassland near a ploughed field. Beneath our feet the smell of Wild Thyme was strong. There were lots of insects,
a Small Heath butterfly, and a Skylark sang overhead.
We then set off to a lovely oak pasture not far from the village of Telita on a gloriously sunny day. The trees
were Balkan Oaks and part of the Natura 2000 Niculitel reserve, formed of a special volcanic ridge. Flowering
Ash and Wild Pear also grow amongst them. The lower area is grazed while the upper areas are left and contain
lots of scrub amongst the trees. The whole area was bright green with the fresh spring leaves. Two Hoopoes
were calling across the valley, as was the occasional Golden Oriole. A Levant Sparrowhawk, silver blue-grey on
the back, glided across the valley below us. A female Collared Flycatcher was hiding in an oak tree while a nearby
male sat out on a dead tree, accompanied by a Spotted Flycatcher. Above, in the bright blue sky, two Honey
Buzzards, two Long-legged Buzzards and a Steppe Buzzard soared on the thermals. As we went further up the
wood pasture an Ortolan Bunting played hard to see. Several males were singing and further up we locate a few
males and had good views through the ‘scope of their peachy breast, pale eye ring and streaked back. Ed caught
sight of a Spur-thighed Tortoise walking through the pasture which gave everyone super views. A Hawfinch
'ticked' from a nearby oak. Granville Fritillaries, a Grizzled Skipper, Brown Wall, and various blue butterflies
were feeding on the flowers. Large dung beetles were common on the ground; good food for the numerous Redbacked Shrikes we saw including a mating pair. The glam bush cricket Bradyporos dasypus was spangled gold
(endemic to the Balkans), and bright iridescent green Rose Chafers, were busy feeding on Hawthorn blooms
with the bees. Tawny Pipit, Corn Bunting, Woodlark, and Skylark sang on the edge of the pasture where some
agricultural fields began. In an area of Hawthorn a Barred Warbler sang, but was difficult to locate and see.
Along the top of the valley the pasture was full of deep, vibrant red Wild Pionies with bright yellow anthers
attracting lots of bees. We also saw a Purple Mullein flower spike, rare here in Romania. A few Balkan Wall
Lizards gave close views; one curled its tail right in front of Christine showing off its bright green back, while a
large Sand Lizard posed for Hilary before hiding in a hole. Another very small lizard, a little like a Slow Worm
with legs, was the Snake-eyed Skink, only found in the steppe of the Balkans. Florin and Ian also spotted a
Caspian Whip Snake before it disappeared down its hole.
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We picnicked back down on the edge of the pasture in glorious sunshine watching a male Roller display rolling in
front of us while two Red-rumpled Swallows fed over the trees. We then headed on towards the Macin
Mountains protected area passing flood plains covered in reedbeds and other parts converted to farmland. On
the way we spotted a Booted Eagle and storks on nests. We stopped at a sandy quarry where up to a dozen Beeeaters were flying around, some stopping on the cliffs. Starlings and House Sparrows were making use of the
holes and a pair of Rollers were together at the top of the cliff.
We stopped at Pricopan, an area of granite hills and cliffs, some quarried. Corn Buntings were singing from small
bushes and Nightingales with their resplendent liquidly notes were heard from a small area of woodland close by.
A Long-legged Buzzard soared overhead and a Kestrel flew near. Tony found a beautiful male Levant
Sparrowhawk - he circled over the quarry showing off his white underwings and black wing tips, and then his
blue-grey upper wings.
We went for a walk up in some of the oldest mountains in Romania which have been worn down to only 467
metres high. The hot sunshine attracted up to four Scarce Swallowtail butterflies a to wet, muddy puddle - the
males displaying by wing flickering to a female. Other butterflies included Queen of Spain Fritillary, Small
Copper and a few blue butterflies. Red-backed Shrikes were common on bushes along the track. As we headed
back down, Florin found a Pied Wheatear on the rocks and Walter spotted three through the ‘scope. They were
tricky birds to see but a few males and a female were seen. A Cuckoo showed well calling from a tree. On the
edge of the grassland a brightly coloured Balkan Wall Lizard bathed in the sunshine followed by a much larger
Balkan Green Lizard. A pair of Stonechats was also here. As we drove back down the track to the main road a
Roller showed well on the wires and more shrikes were spotted.
We continued to Greci and an open plain bordered by the rocky hills. Here hundreds of Susliks were feeding on
the very short grassland overgrazed by the sheep herders - it is also favoured by tens of Isabelline Wheatears,
some scrapping with the Susliks for territory. A flock of grey-headed Yellow Wagtails were feeding near a stream
along with Goldfinches. By an area of Oriental Hornbeam and oak Ian found a Willow Tit nest in the hole of a
tree only a foot off the ground and the parents were visiting with food. A female Montagu's Harrier circled over
the plain and later a first year Long-legged Buzzard. Other birds included two Hoopoes, Whinchat, Hooded
Crow, Turtle Dove: and a Fox.
On our journey back to Tulcea and our guesthouse we passed Turtle Dove on the electricity wires plus Skylark,
Calandra Lark and various sparrows.

Day 9

Sunday 10th May

After breakfast, at 8am we headed south in the bus to the southern edge of the Danube Delta and to the Black
Sea coast. We called first at the Deniz steppe where our first birds were a pair of Grey Partridges and a Kestrel.
A Suslik crossed the track and a Marsh Harrier flew over with prey. The odd male Spanish Sparrow was perched
on the wires, and a few Rollers and black-headed Yellow Wagtails fed in the fields.
On the steppe habitat a Short-toed Lark was singing above us alongside a few Skylarks. The former came down
to the ground in front of us giving nice views as it fed in the field. Isabelline Wheatears were feeding all around
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along with a few Northern Wheatears. Two or three Tawny a Pipits were feeding nearby, one with nest material.
The odd Corn Bunting sang from the rocks. A small flock of Linnets flew overhead and a Hoopoe flew across
the steppe. As we headed back to the main road we saw Yellow Wagtail, Roller, Corn Bunting, Swallow, Kestrel,
Red-backed Shrike, Hoopoe, Marsh Harrier, two more pairs of Grey Partridges and, much less usual, Blackheaded Bunting. The male, with his black head and yellow breast, sat on a stem by the side of the track but didn't
stay long and flew round and away.
Our next stop was Babadag forest and as soon we got out of the bus we were surrounded by beautiful roadside
grassland flowers - a botanist’s delight. This area of Downy Oak woodland has many glades ideal for flowers and
insects. Many of the plants are highly protected due to their scarcity in the country. A Nightingale and Golden
Oriole were singing nearby. There were many Glanville Fritillaries feeding on the flowers. We headed for an
open area in the woodland and here we saw and heard a few Ortolan Buntings. One area was full of flowering
Lady Orchids while the main open area was full of wild flowers ranging from sky blue to yellow-green – they
were thriving in this low fertile grassland habitat. They varied from Spiked Speedwell and Dobrogean Spurge to
Montpelier Vetch and very short purple irises. Wild Peonies were common too. Another area was full of Monkey
Orchids, while a small patch of Lesser Butterfly Orchids and the odd Green-veined Orchid were also admired.
Walter and Ian found three young Spur-thighed Tortoises of various sizes. A few Sand Lizards and Balkan Wall
Lizards were also seen. Other butterflies included Eastern Baton Blue, Pale Clouded Yellow and Scarce
Swallowtail. Florin showed us the shed skin of the Horned Viper snake, and on our way back a few saw some
Tiger Beetles.
As we travelled on we stopped in one village to look at a Little Owl sat in the openings of a roofed chimney on a
bungalow. It was half asleep and showing well. We then headed to an area of farmland, marshland and reedbed
on the coast at Histria, spotting lots of Yellow Wagtails, Red-backed Shrikes and two Lesser Grey Shrikes along
the road. The shrikes were insect-catching, flying up from a few bushes to snatch something. The odd Suslik ran
along the road before disappearing into the verge. The reedbeds were busy with singing Paddyfield Warblers
alongside Reed and Great Reed Warblers. We saw a few males through the ‘scopes – they look very similar to a
Reed Warbler with a more obvious eye stripe and song which is a real mish-mash of different sounds. Barn
Swallows and Sand Martins were flying low over the wetland. The occasional Hoopoe flew across along with a
single Lesser Grey Shrike. We picnicked by the marsh. A Hooded Crow was sat on a nest in a nearby bush and a
Nightingale, no doubt on passage, flew out of the bush and sat out in the open.
Out on the marsh we had a snap shot of some of the latest wader migration on some drying pools. Half a dozen
Curlew Sandpipers were feeding along with 20 summer plumage Sanderlings and a Ringed Plover. A Temminck's
Stint joined the plover after the other waders had flown. Other waders included Wood Sandpiper, a few Collared
Pratincoles, Black-winged Stilt, Lapwing, Redshank, Ruff and Spotted Redshank. A White Stork was foraging
along the marsh, and Marsh Harrier, Purple Heron, Grey Heron and Bittern flew over the wetlands. Blackheaded Yellow Wagtails looked super in the sunshine: olive-backed, yellow-bellied with a black head. Skylarks
sang overhead, and in the background Fire-bellied Toads and Rana frogs could be heard. A Green Toad was seen
up close making its way along the short vegetation. Other birds included Shelduck, Reed Bunting, Mallard and
Pochard. As we left, dozens of Whiskered Terns were migrating low over the marsh on their way to the Danube
Delta.
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Our final stop today was Vadu, another area of wetlands bordered by a former factory extracting rare chemicals
from sand and closed down as a result of the site becoming a special site for nature. As we entered, two Beeeaters and a Hoopoe were by the old factory. Our first stop by a pool revealed a pair of Shelducks, Spotted
Redshank, over 20 Curlew Sandpipers, Ruff, Black-winged Stilt, Lapwing and two Little Stints. Crested Lark was
on the track while a Redshank sang from a concrete pillar. Overhead Common Terns circled and more
Whiskered Terns migrated over. Collared Pratincoles also circled overhead and one gave us incredible views only
30 metres away revealing its uniform brown wings and back, creamy throat, black collar, large eyes and red base
to the bill. A little further on a huge colony of hundreds of Common Terns filled an island in a man-made pit.
On the edge of the colony up to 10 Avocets were counted. Around 100 Curlew Sandpipers, many in their brickred summer plumage, were feeding on the edge of the island. In the marsh to our left a pair of Garganey were
foraging. A pair of Shoveler, a pair of Gadwall, three Red-crested Pochards, Mallards and the odd Ferruginous
Duck flew over. A single male Red-crested Pochard remained on a pool. Fire-bellied Toads called in the
background sounding like Cuckoos, and a Cuckoo did also call and fly past. The odd Northern Wheatear and
Suslik was also feeding on the ground.
As we headed along the track by bus to the beach adjacent to the Black Sea we saw Red-backed Shrikes every 20
metres or so alongside Yellow Wagtails, the odd Cuckoo, and half a dozen Hoopoes. The Tamarisk trees were
full of migrating passerines. One stop revealed a male and female Collared Flycatcher, two male Blackcaps and a
Garden Warbler. Another stop revealed a Barred Warbler, female Blackcap and a few Willow Warblers.
Along the track we also saw two pond terrapins crossing - Florin move one so we didn't squash it.
On the beach there were many different types of seashells including two species that have been introduced: one,
the most elegant and interesting of all, which has caused problems with the local population of mussels.
Sandwich Terns were lined up on some structures just off shore with one or two juvenile Mediterranean Gulls.
Much further out to sea four Red-throated Divers were seen; one at least coming into summer plumage. Along
the shoreline Greenshank, four Grey Plovers, Sanderling and Redshank were feeding, and many Caspian Gulls
were flying through. Common Terns were heading inland with fish to offer to their mates as a nuptial gift. In the
nearby pools two families of newly hatched cygnets were swimming along.
With time getting on we stopped on our way back at a café for ice creams before heading back to Tulcea and a
well-earned rest and our last dinner together.

Day 10

Monday 11th May

After a slightly later start and breakfast we left Tulcea at 9.30am and headed for the airport at Bucharest and our
journey home. As we left Tulcea a Little Owl flew along by the roadside near Lidl - our so called ‘Lidl Owl’!
Along the way we saw many birds including Hoopoe, Roller, Swift, Bee-eater, Red-backed Shrike, Corn Bunting,
Marsh Harrier, Kestrel, storks, hirundines and corvids. A male Red-footed Falcon was at a rookery while a few
Coots and a Pygmy Cormorant were at a lake.
We arrived at the airport by 2.45pm and said our goodbyes and thanks to Florin and our driver before checking
in and heading back to the UK over a very sunny Hungary, Czech Republic, Germany and Belgium. We circled
over Essex and east London for a short while before landing early evening.
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Species Lists
Birds (= recorded but not counted; h = heard only)
May
Common name
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Grey Partridge
Common Pheasant
Capercaillie
Red-throated Diver
Greylag Goose
Mute Swan
Common Shelduck
Gadwall
Mallard
Northern Shoveler
Garganey
Common Pochard
Red-crested Pochard
Ferruginous Duck
Red-necked Grebe
Great Crested Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
White Stork
Black Stork
Glossy Ibis
Eurasian Spoonbill
Eurasian Bittern
Little Bittern
Black-crowned Night Heron
Squacco Heron
Grey Heron
Purple Heron
Great Egret
Little Egret
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Scientific name
Perdix perdix
Phasianus colchicus
Tetrao urogallus
Gavia stellata
Anser anser
Cygnus olor
Tadorna tadorna
Anas strepera
Anas platyrhynchos
Anas clypeata
Anas querquedula
Aythya ferina
Netta rufina
Aythya nyroca
Podiceps grisegena
Podiceps cristatus
Podiceps nigricollis
Ciconia ciconia
Ciconia nigra
Plegadis falcinellus
Platalea leucorodia
Botaurus stellaris
Ixobrychus minutus
Nycticorax nycticorax
Ardeola ralloides
Ardea cinerea
Ardea purpurea
Ardea alba
Egretta garzetta

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

2
1

h

2

2
1

6

2

12
3
6
4

2
2
6

8
100+


25




2







6

8


2




2

3

1
3


2
6
35+
4
8

10
6

2
6

19

30+

20+
1
h
h








6

18+
6
1
50+
6
h
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1
4



1

4

h

1

3
1
4
6

6
6

2
10
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6
8
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1
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May
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
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Common name
Great White Pelican
Dalmatian Pelican
Pygmy Cormorant
Great Cormorant
European Honey Buzzard
White-tailed Eagle
Western Marsh Harrier
Pallid Harrier
Montagu's Harrier
Eurasian Sparrowhawk
Levant Sparrowhawk
Northern Goshawk
Common Buzzard
Long-legged Buzzard
Lesser Spotted Eagle
Short-toed Eagle
Booted Eagle
Common Kestrel
Red-footed Falcon
Eurasian Hobby
Peregrine Falcon
Little Crake
Common Moorhen
Eurasian Coot
Black-winged Stilt
Pied Avocet
Northern Lapwing
Grey Plover
Ringed Plover
Spotted Redshank
Common Redshank
Common Greenshank

Scientific name
Pelecanus onocrotalus
Pelecanus crispus
Microcarbo pygmeus
Phalacrocorax carbo
Pernis apivorus
Haliaeetus albicilla
Circus aeruginosus
Circus macrourus
Circus pygargus
Accipiter nisus
Accipiter brevipes
Accipiter gentilis
Buteo buteo
Buteo rufinus
Aquila pomarina
Circaetus gallicus
Hieraaetus pennatus
Falco tinnunculus
Falco vespertinus
Falco subbuteo
Falco peregrinus
Porzana parva
Gallinula chloropus
Fulica atra
Himantopus himantopus
Recurvirostra avosetta
Vanellus vanellus
Pluvialis squatarola
Charadrius hiaticula
Tringa erythropus
Tringa totanus
Tringa nebularia

2

3

4

5

1
7

1
1

3
1

6
200+
6



7
200+
3



8
200+
10



8
10

1


1


9
1

10
50+
1
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200+
2
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1
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1

1

6
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1

2
1
1
2
5
3

2
1
2

1
2
10

1


h
1
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6
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2
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1
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62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93

Common name
Wood Sandpiper
Common Sandpiper
Little Stint
Sanderling
Curlew Sandpiper
Whimbrel
Ruff
Collared Pratincole
Black-headed Gull
Mediterranean Gull
Caspian Gull
Common Tern
Whiskered Tern
White-winged Black Tern
Black Tern
Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon
Stock Dove
Common Wood Pigeon
European Turtle Dove
Eurasian Collared Dove
Common Cuckoo
Little Owl
Ural Owl
Alpine Swift
Common Swift
European Roller
Common Kingfisher
European Bee-Eater
Eurasian Hoopoe
Wallcreeper
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
Syrian Woodpecker
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Scientific name
Tringa glareola
Actitis hypoleucos
Calidris minuta
Calidris alba
Calidris ferruginea
Numenius phaeopus
Philomachus pugnax
Glareola pratincola
Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Larus melanocephalus
Larus cachinnans
Sterna hirundo
Chlidonias hybrida
Chlidonias leucopterus
Chlidonias niger
Columba livia
Columba oenas
Columba palumbus
Streptopelia turtur
Streptopelia decaocto
Cuculus canorus
Athene noctua
Strix uralensis
Tachymarptis melba
Apus apus
Coracias garrulus
Alcedo atthis
Merops apiaster
Upupa epops
Tichodroma muraria
Dendrocopos minor
Dendrocopos syriacus

2

3

4

5
4

h

6
8
h

7

8
6+

9

10
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h
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94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
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Common name
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Black Woodpecker
European Green Woodpecker
Grey-headed Woodpecker
Red-backed Shrike
Lesser Grey Shrike
Woodchat Shrike
Eurasian Golden Oriole
Eurasian Jay
Eurasian Magpie
Spotted Nutcracker
Western Jackdaw
Rook
Hooded Crow
Northern Raven
Marsh Tit
Willow Tit
Coal Tit
Great Tit
Eurasian Blue Tit
Eurasian Penduline Tit
Bearded Reedling
Calandra Lark
Greater Short-toed Lark
Crested Lark
Woodlark
Eurasian Skylark
Sand Martin
Barn Swallow
Common House Martin
Red-rumped Swallow
Long-tailed Tit

Scientific name
Dendrocopos major
Dryocopus martius
Picus viridis
Picus canus
Lanius collurio
Lanius minor
Lanius senator
Oriolus oriolus
Garrulus glandarius
Pica pica
Nucifraga caryocatactes
Coloeus monedula
Corvus frugilegus
Corvus cornix
Corvus corax
Poecile palustris
Poecile montanus
Periparus ater
Parus major
Cyanistes caeruleus
Remiz pendulinus
Panurus biarmicus
Melanocorypha calandra
Calandrella brachydactyla
Galerida cristata
Lullula arborea
Alauda arvensis
Riparia riparia
Hirundo rustica
Delichon urbicum
Cecropis daurica
Aegithalos caudatus
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126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157

Common name
Willow Warbler
Common Chiffchaff
Great Reed Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Paddyfield Warbler
Eurasian Reed Warbler
Savi's Warbler
Eurasian Blackcap
Garden Warbler
Barred Warbler
Common Whitethroat
Lesser Whitethroat
Common Firecrest
Goldcrest
Eurasian Wren
Eurasian Nuthatch
Common Starling
Common Blackbird
Fieldfare
Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
European Robin
Thrush Nightingale
Common Nightingale
Black Redstart
Common Redstart
Whinchat
Northern Wheatear
Isabelline Wheatear
Pied Wheatear
Spotted Flycatcher
European Pied Flycatcher
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Scientific name
Phylloscopus trochilus
Phylloscopus collybita
Acrocephalus arundinaceus
Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Acrocephalus agricola
Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Locustella luscinioides
Sylvia atricapilla
Sylvia borin
Sylvia nisoria
Sylvia communis
Sylvia curruca
Regulus ignicapilla
Regulus regulus
Troglodytes troglodytes
Sitta europaea
Sturnus vulgaris
Turdus merula
Turdus pilaris
Turdus philomelos
Turdus viscivorus
Erithacus rubecula
Luscinia luscinia
Luscinia megarhynchos
Phoenicurus ochruros
Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Saxicola rubetra
Oenanthe oenanthe
Oenanthe isabellina
Oenanthe pleschanka
Muscicapa striata
Ficedula hypoleuca
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158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180

Common name
Red-breasted Flycatcher
Collared Flycatcher
White-throated Dipper
House Sparrow
Spanish Sparrow
Eurasian Tree Sparrow
Western Yellow Wagtail
Romanian Yellow Wagtail
Black-headed Yellow Wagtail
Grey Wagtail
White Wagtail
Tawny Pipit
Tree Pipit
Common Chaffinch
European Greenfinch
European Goldfinch
Common Linnet
Hawfinch
Corn Bunting
Yellowhammer
Ortolan Bunting
Common Reed Bunting
Black-headed Bunting

Scientific name
Ficedula parva
Ficedula albicollis
Cinclus cinclus
Passer domesticus
Passer hispaniolensis
Passer montanus
Motacilla flava
M.f.dombrowskii
M.f.feldegg
Motacilla cinerea
Motacilla alba
Anthus campestris
Anthus trivialis
Fringilla coelebs
Chloris chloris
Carduelis carduelis
Linaria cannabina
Coccothraustes coccothraustes
Emberiza calandra
Emberiza citrinella
Emberiza hortulana
Emberiza schoeniclus
Emberiza melanocephala
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Reptiles and Amphibians
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

6

Fire Salamander
European Green Toad
Yellow-bellied Toad
European Fire-bellied Toad
Pool/marsh/edible Frog
Sand Lizard
Meadow Lizard

Salamandra salamandra
Bufo viridis
Bombina variegata
Bombina bombina
Pelophylax sp.
Lacerta agilis
Darevskia praticola
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6
h
h
1
2

✓
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✓
✓

✓
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8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Common name
Balkan Wall Lizard
Snake-eye Skink
Grass Snake
Caspian Whip Snake
European Pond Terrapin
Spur-thighed Tortoise
European Tree Frog

Scientific name
Podarcis taurica
Ablepharus kitaibelii
Matrix natirx
Dolichophis caspius
Emys orbicularis
Testudo graeca
Hyla arborea
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1

6

Mammals
1
2
3
4
5
6

Chamois
European (Brown) Hare
Red Fox
Brown Bear
Suslik
Otter

Rupicapra rupicapra
Lepus europaeus
Vulpes vulpes
Ursus arctos
Spermophilus citellus
Lutra lutra

1
2
2
1

200+
Poss

Poss

Butterflies and Moths
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Orange Tip
Brimstone
Small Copper
Swallowtail
Speckled Yellow (moth)
Painted Lady
Queen of Spain Fritillary
Glanville Fritillary
Scarce Swallowtail
Green-underside Blue
Holly Blue
Pale Clouded Yellow
Grizzled Skipper
Small Heath
Brown Argos
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Anthocharis cardamines
Gonepteryx rhamni
Lycaena phlaeas
Papilio machaon
Pseudopanthera macularia
Vanessa cardui
Issoria lathonia
Melitaea cinxia
Iphiclides podalirius
Glaucopsyche alexis
Celastrina argiolus
Colias hyale
Pyrgus malvae
Coenonympha pamphilus
Aricia agestis
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1

✓
1
2

1
1
1
1
6
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✓
✓

1

✓
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16
17
18

Common name
Map
Eastern Baton Blue
Emperor Moth

Scientific name
Araschnia levana
Pseudophilotes vicrama
Saturnia pavonia

2

3
1

4
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6

7

8

9

10

11

1
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Other Flora & Fauna
Field Cricket, Gryllus campestris

Roman Snail, Helix pomatia

Mole Cricket, Gryllotalpa gryllotalpa

Small Blue-tailed Damselfly, Ischnura pumilio

Hairy Dragonfly, Brachytron pratense

Lesser Emperor , Anax parthenope

Rose Chafer, Cetonia aurata

White-spotted Rose Beetle, Oxythyrea funestra

Alderfly lava, Family: Sialidae

Violet Ground Beetle, Carabus scarosus

Assassin Bug , Rhinocoris iracundus

Bush cricket, Bradyporos dasypus

Stonefly, Order: Plecoptera

Tiger Beetle, Cinindela campestris

Cowslip, Primula veris

Oxslip, Primula elatior

Marsh Marigold, Caltha palustris

Wood Anemone, Anemone nemorosa

Butterbur, Petasites hybridus

Green-veined Orchid , Anacamptis morio

Monkey Orchid, Orchis simia

Lady Orchid, Orchis purpurea

Greater Butterfly orchid, Plantanthera chlorantha

White Helleborine, Cephalantera damasonium

Roman Cornflower, Centaurea napifolia

Common Ball Flower, Globularia bisnagarica

Flax, Linum austriacum

Downy Oak, Quercus pubescens

Balkan Oak, Quercus pedunculiflora

Dobrogean Spurge, Euphorbia dobrogensis

Marsh Spurge, Euphorbia palustris

Spiked Speedwell, Veronica spicata

Montpelier Milk-vetch, Astragalus monspessulanus

Alpine Snowbell, Soldanella alpina

Blue Jewel or Liverleaf, Hepatica transsilvanica

Yellow-green Saxifrage, Saxifraga corymbosa

Red Lungwort, Pulmonaria rubra

Bugle, Ajuga reptans

Silver Lime Tree, Tilia tomentosa

Flowering Ash, Fraxinus ornus

Common Peony, Paeonia officinalis

Purple Mullein, Verbascum phoeniceum

Bittercress sp., Cardamine glanduligera

Oriental Hornbeam, Carpinus orientalis

Arolla Pine, Pinus cembra

Holewort, Corydalis cava

Opposite-leaved Saxifrage, Chrysosplenium oppositifolium

Receive our e-newsletter
Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk
to sign up.
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Naturetrek Facebook
We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and
future travel plans.
Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live; do please pay us a visit!

Boat trip
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Orchid hunting
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