
 

Romania’s Danube Delta & 
Carpathian Mountains 

Naturetrek Tour Report   30th – 9th May 2022 
 

 

 

Naturetrek Mingledown Barn Wolf's Lane Chawton Alton Hampshire GU34 3HJ UK 

 T: +44 (0)1962 733051  

 E: info@naturetrek.co.uk W: www.naturetrek.co.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tour report and images by Marcus Kohler 

White Stork Brown Bear 

Village Fields and haystacks 

mailto:info@naturetrek.co.uk
/Users/richardbashford/Library/Containers/com.apple.mail/Data/Library/Peter/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2NR7BARZ/www.naturetrek.co.uk




Tour Report Romania’s Danube Delta & Carpathian Mountains 

 

 

© Naturetrek July 22 1 
 

Tour participants: Marcus Kohler and Christian Sandu (leaders) with 14 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1                                                                                 Saturday 30th April 

Our flight from London Heathrow airport was on time and we reached Bucharest looking forward to our 

adventures in Romania. We were greeted by the two Christians, our exceptional local guide and our excellent 

driver and set off for the Carpathian Mountains, travelling through the flat agricultural zones with the landscape 

slowly changing from low hills to more mountainous country. 

Day 2                                                                                       Sunday 1st May 

A pre -breakfast walk from our charming lodge around the village of Vulcan, was almost too early for the birds. 

A Garden Warbler sang in the distance and a Nuthatch called and showed itself. Things picked up as the sun 

broke through and just before we were due for breakfast, the birds awoke, Tree and House Sparrow together in 

the same tree, a displaying Serin, and Black Redstart. After breakfast, we headed off to the dramatic Zarnesti 

gorge within the twenty-mile limestone ridge of Piatra Craiului National Park. A Dipper greeted us on arrival, 

perching in front of the bus and Grey Wagtails seem to relish the echo chamber of the gorge as we took the 

gentle ascent and enjoyed the scenery. It was a late spring, and many of the deciduous trees were not in leaf, but 

Wood Anemone (?) and Yellow Anemone (Anemone ranunculoides) were in flower. We were scanning the upland 

meadows and finally found the European Goat-antelope - Chamois, and enjoyed great views of a group of seven 

on an upland meadow. Almost responding to a request for a closer experience, a Chamois was at eye level on the 

other side of the stream, joined by a second, allowing outstanding views of this shy, noble species.  

 

The song of the forest was hard to hear as the stream was in spate, but Wrens, Coal Tits, Robins and Dunnocks 

were occasionally heard. A group of Alpine Swifts circled above and we watched them enter their nest location -a 

fissure in the limestone. Our ascent continued scanning the exposed rocks in hope of a Wallcreeper. Finally, 

Christian spotted two birds leaving a nest site where the gorge was narrow, enabling the whole group to enjoy 

exceptionally close views of a pair moving up the exposed outcrop. We were very fortunate to catch up with this 

talismanic species of Palearctic mountains, that is always difficult to see wherever it occurs. 

  

We descended slowly noting the sudden numbers of local families enjoying their wonderful park during the bank 

holiday weekend, a group of White Butterburs (Petasites hybridus) were dramatic on the edge of the track, but the 

number of people present put paid to leaving out a wildlife camera. 

 

After lunch, we headed out to the Stramba valley. Here we enjoyed great views of five raptor species, notably a 

very accommodating Short-toed Eagle and two Lesser Spotted Eagles, with a support act of the more familiar 

Buzzards, Kestrel and Sparrowhawk. A Golden Oriole called briefly, and we watched a pair of Marsh Tits 

courtship display, whilst Cuckoos sang and flew across the path. A Red Fox was located, appearing noticeably 

smaller than the same species back home, and sadly carrying an injury. Among the flowers, we found several 

orchids that were yet to flower, a Green-winged Orchid (Orchis morio), within fields of many cowslips. It was soon 

time to head off to the bear hide, but en-route, to the slight angst of our hide-hosts, we stopped; as in the field 

catching the evening sun was a Wildcat! We studied it carefully, and whilst one could never say it was not a 

hybrid, good views of the tail showed the classic pattern of a true Wildcat. Our mammal extravaganza was to 
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continue, as the bears were actually near the hide as we arrived. Watching two mothers with cubs enjoying a 

prolonged feed was a real privilege and then a large male came to feed as the evening progressed. Quite a day! 

Day 3 Monday 2nd May 

Our morning walk today was the steady ascent to Coltul Chiliilor monastery in the foothills of Piatra Craiului 

National Park. The walk began within the sheep-farmed pastures up through wood pasture and scrub to the 

monastery. Yellowhammers and a pair of Whinchat showed well. We were fortunate to have a Nutcracker perch 

directly above us, and then watched at very close quarters, with Firecrest , Lesser Whitethroat and Chiffchaff in a 

willow tree in front of us - the Firecrest raising its crest spectacularly in song. Progress was halted by that most 

talismanic of butterflies, a Camberwell Beauty (Nymphalis antiopa) which posed on pebbles on the path. Amongst 

the flowers was some stunning Oxlips, Hungarian Snowdrops, Violets and Stemless Thistle 

 

We had a well-earned coffee at the national park interpretation centre and then it was on to Bran and a visit to 

the castle associated with the legend of Dracula. The castle dates back to the 13th century, but associated with 

Vlad the Impaler and was used by Bram Stoker for his anti-hero Dracula - a derivation of the name given to 

Vlad's father 'Dracul' - although its ties are somewhat tenuous to both the book and Vlad. The castle is however 

a fascinating visit with Redstart, Nuthatches and Serin within its grounds. 

 

An evening bat walk brought home the extent of night-time illumination of a quiet village leaving sparse foraging 

opportunities for bats… maybe there is something in this Transylvanian need to keep the night at bay, although 

a brave Common Pipistrelle defied the odds.  

Day 4                                                                                     Tuesday 3rd May 

Although today was to involve a long journey from the Carpathian Mountain region to the south-eastern border 

and the Danube Delta, we managed to break our journey with some spectacular wildlife stops. We had an early 

and extra stop at Peles Castle, which although closed today, supports mature beech woodland edge as well as a 

dramatic vista. Walking up to the castle, the woodland stream soon revealed the first of three pairs of White- 

throated Dipper with one pair watched flying through a small waterfall to a presumed nest site. A Marsh Tit and 

Treecreeper showed and then our first Collared Flycatchers, two females and a stunning male, foraged against 

the backdrop of the castle. 

  

Following our mountain descent onto the lowlands, our lunch stop at Lake Amaru was spectacular. As we 

emerged from the bus, there was a spectacular flock of marsh terns. Amid the many Whiskered, several White-

winged Terns provided further flashes of two tone, and Black Terns were also present. The lake was full of birds, 

and a variety of wildfowl - Wood Sandpipers, Purple and Grey herons, Great and Pygmy Cormorants and Glossy 

Ibis entertained us through our picnic lunch. A Little Bittern flew past most of the group and a flock of Collared 

Pratincoles flew around us against a backdrop of Corn Bunting and the “dombrowski” form of Yellow Wagtail 

(usually considered an intergrade between nominate flava and feldegg). A Great Reed Warbler afforded excellent 

views perching prominently and singing out on a reed stem. 
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We also rescued a European Pond Terrapin from a fisherman’s hook before moving on. Our final stop was 

Harsarlic Lake where Ruddy Shelduck showed well and a Hobby and a Marsh Harrier flew below us, whilst 

Black-winged Stilt was feeding in the foreground. 

  

As the afternoon progressed, we finally crossed over the Danube, the first view of this mighty river that has 

crossed 10 countries by this point. Finally, we arrived and joined our floating hotel which was to be our exclusive 

base for the next three days. 

Day 5                                                                               Wednesday 4th May 

The good weather had turned a little today and it was a cold start on the smaller boat that gave us access to the 

delta (whilst the floating hotel continued down the main river to meet us for lunch. Our introduction to the delta 

was special though, with Kingfishers flying in front of the boat at every turn. A count of 39 in the morning 

alone! Warblers sang from the willow edge, and we were soon enjoying views of our first Grey-headed 

Woodpecker that flew into view as we explored the narrow channels, with spectacular summer plumaged Night 

Herons, Little and Great Egrets all frequent companions. Pygmy and Great Cormorants formed fishing frenzies 

and our first White Pelicans kettled above us in formation, whilst Common and three species of marsh tern flew 

through the channels. Cuckoos were duetting and a pair of White-tailed Eagles were in the tree just in front, the 

first of at least six individuals we were to see today. Bizarrely, the most commonly encountered duck in the 

morning was Goldeneye as at least a dozen birds were noted. Other winter stragglers included two pairs of 

Smew, the first pair sitting on the bank - unexpected additions to the list and a reflection of the uncertain spring 

that Romania had endured to date. A male Collared Flycatcher performed at coffee break and in the first lake we 

visited were both Great Crested and Red-necked Grebes in courtship. A Goshawk flew over but we could only 

hear the fluty call of the Golden Oriole. Perhaps the most spectacular view of the morning was the male Levant 

Sparrowhawk that flew across us and posed in a tree, as did several Hobbies. We heard many and had good 

views of one Thrush Nightingale A Caspian Gull with a group of Yellow-legged enabled direct comparison of 

the key features of these species, but gull of the day were the impressive Pallas’s Gulls with one on the lake and 

another flying, with two more to be seen in the afternoon. Squacco Herons were in their full breeding plumage 

and the day brought good views of several birds. 

 

The floating hotel had been moved to a new location and we enjoyed a traditional lunch of Sarmalute (stuffed 

vine leaves) whilst watching for wildlife from the panoramic windows. Two Golden Jackal broke up the lunch 

briefly, with three more to be seen in the evening. The day was now warm, and we sat on the sun loungers 

upstairs watching marsh terns and occasional Purple Herons as we continued down river in our hotel with an 

Osprey flying over just as the leader went down to get ready for the afternoon boat trip.  

 

Towards late afternoon we rejoined our small boat and once again we explored the smaller channels, seeing 

several groups of Ferruginous Duck which although shy eventually showed in the water, while a Great Spotted 

Woodpecker displayed in the wood. An Otter fed in the lake as we watched it cross and catch several fish, our 

first Dalmatian Pelican was seen, and an Osprey flew over much to Marcus’s relief. The density of birds 

remained spectacular, led by the variety of species of herons but with a supporting cast of ducks, pelicans and 

cormorants. Our last sighting was three Golden Jackals at dinner walking the edge of the reeds. A wonderful day 

of wildlife encounters. 
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Day 6                                                                                   Thursday 5th May 

The jackals were howling in the night, a sound that may have been more intimidating had we still been in 

Transylvania! Marsh terns flew by in the early morning from above the boat and the first White Pelicans took to 

the sky. A Bittern flew across briefly as Marsh Harriers quartered the reedbed and a Garden Warbler sang with 

endless enthusiasm and energy. Golden Oriole, calling since dawn, showed briefly. After breakfast, we headed 

off in the small boat to the village of Caraorman, to a proposed glass factory never completed when the 

Ceausescu regime collapsed in 1989, and now abandoned, leaving a mosaic of half empty buildings and a series 

of freshwater pools within the sand on the edge of the village. An accidental habitat for waders has been created. 

En route, our first Red-footed Falcons were hovering and foraging, a special bird that had clearly just arrived. 

 

The pools were quiet, well, relatively so. Our first Avocets were present, one sitting, together with Wood 

Sandpipers and the Black-winged Stilts cautiously patrolling the edges of the pools. Lapwings were clearly 

breeding. In the centre of the salt pans a flock of 25 Caspian Terns roosted with four impressive Pallas’s Gulls, 

whilst a group of Common and Whiskered Terns with Black-headed Gull appeared like a smaller reflection of 

these larger birds. A stunning flock of Bee-eaters were present, and very accommodating, a Northern Wheatear 

appeared, and a Black Redstart patrolled the derelict buildings which also supported a colony of Common 

Kestrels (they occasionally breed colonially in Romania). Ruff patrolled the salt pans in small flocks, with three 

Little Stints, but the highlights were a single Curlew Sandpiper just moulting into brick red summer plumage and 

two near-charcoal Spotted Redshanks.  

 

Our return to the hotel boat was full of birds; Spoonbills in summer plumage, a flock of eight Collared 

Pratincoles, a Curlew, our first Green Sandpiper, and best of all a magnificent male Golden Oriole flew across 

the boat. All this against a backdrop of regularly encountered six heron species (Little and Great Egret, Purple, 

Grey, Night and Squacco herons), three species of marsh tern, and Hobbies and Red-footed Falcons. 

 

A lovely lunch at the hotel boat was followed by a short journey to our next destination and an exploration of a 

series of lakes within the delta north of Gorgava. We spent some time looking at the differences between the far 

rarer Dalmatian and the White Pelican, which can be challenging when the bird is not flying. Our total count of 

five Dalmation for the day as opposed to 600 White Pelicans was a reflection of the relative populations of these 

two species within the delta. Cuckoos were numerous but never dull, Purple seemed to be the most frequent 

heron now and Ferruginous Duck and Pochard were also frequent. We had great views of Penduline Tits 

eventually, Cathy spotting a nest and we watched a bird visiting it. Migration was in full flow and Sand Martins 

polka dotted the sky. 

  

Dinner was back on the boat against a backdrop of Savi’s, Reed and Great Reed Warblers singing from the 

reedbed.  

Day 7                                                                                         Friday 6th May 

The pre-dawn hard core had a cold start this morning from the roof of the hotel boat. Whilst what was 

becoming the normal assemblage of White Pelicans, marsh and Common Terns and egrets was there and the 

Cuckoos were continuing their serenade, the singing Golden Oriole wasn’t obliging and it took a lot of work to 

get brief views of both Savi’s Warblers and a very shy ( cf. cold) group of Bearded Reedlings. We needn’t have 
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worried because after breakfast a stop at the reed bed opposite brought incredibly confiding views in great light 

of several Bearded Reedlings, a whirling, heard-turning Savis Warbler, Common and Great Reed and a Sedge 

Warbler. We were to enjoy several delightful encounters with Bearded Reedlings today which seemed suddenly 

common within this area of the delta. 

 

Squacco Herons, in fine summer plumage, patrolled the mixed beds of Water Mint, Water Lily and Water Soldier 

and Purple was by far the commonest large heron. Red-necked Grebes, Wood Sandpipers, Ferruginous Ducks, 

Garganey and our first Teal were also present. We watched several kettles of White Pelicans and a pair of White -

tailed Eagles soared elegantly. Our first Moorhen of the trip appeared, and our coffee stop was interrupted as 

four Golden Orioles flew past, followed by two male birds which perched whilst three Cuckoos flew around us 

vociferously as if trying to steal our attention.  

 

A short distance further and the cry of “Roller” went out and we had a spectacular confrontation of a Roller 

mobbing a Kestrel just above the boat, living up to its name as it turned and tussled, revealing its near turquoise 

upper wing coverts, contrasting with black primaries and reddish brown back. Wood Sandpipers were escorting 

us on our morning trip, flying around the boat continuously. A Yellow Wagtail was the subject of some debate as 

to its sub-species but another was a clear Romanian dombroskii . Christian somehow spotted a Little Owl peering 

around a telegraph pole and as we took more photographs our first female Red-footed Falcons flew over, whilst 

the local farmer’s dog seemed desperate for us to come to shore and say hello. His owner seemed equally 

friendly, but we regrettably didn’t stop. A Hoopoe crossing the boat several times completed the talismanic set of 

colourful European birds for the trip. An extensive area of burnt reed had extended the lake and seemed to 

attract many waders: Wood Sandpipers were now in groups of 20, our first Black-tailed Godwits were seen, 

whilst Spotted Redshanks and Greenshank flew out calling as we passed. A group of 30 Great and 10 Little 

Egret also took flight, whilst Great and Pygmy Cormorants were in smaller groups. Within the burnt woodland, a 

brilliant male Redstart had a proud territory and perched alongside us in full song. Our final moments on the 

small boat was defined again by the pelicans with a feeding group of over 120 and a single Dalmatian and fifty 

strong flock of Great Cormorants. A morning defined by outstanding light for photographs and observation of 

some of Europe’s most attractive birdlife. 

  

In spite of the number of sightings this morning, we were back in good time for lunch and spent the afternoon 

on the hotel boat slowly making our way back to Tulcea, enjoying the afternoon sun and casual repetition of the 

delta’s more prominent bird life as we basked on the roof of the hotel. Highlights were an immature Montagu’s 

Harrier, several White-tailed Eagles, a Bee-eater and a third Roller. An evening walk in Tulcea enabled some wine 

to be purchased for those at home.  

Day 8                                                                                    Saturday 7th May 

A sea mist descended over the boat during breakfast which limited any early morning observations. We were 

soon on our way to Celic Dere monastery. Our walk here was exploring the foothills of the plateau and a 

glorious hornbeam woodland and associated pasture. Corn Buntings were singing and showing well and a 

Hawfinch flew into the tree above, and as the walk continued, these outstanding finches were to be regularly 

encountered, enabling great views through the scopes. A Steppe Buzzard flew over and then we encountered 

prolonged views of a pair of Middle Spotted Woodpeckers feeding in an isolated oak tree, enabling us to review 
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the defining features of an understated bird. Spotted Flycatchers were showing well flycatching from the oak 

standards. 

 

As we approached the woodland, one the finest sounds of spring could be heard as Wood Warblers had arrived 

and were in full song. We were able to watch at length one exert so much energy into defining his territory as he 

sang and his body shook with the effort. A short distance further and we were watching a pair of Red-breasted 

Flycatchers, the male showing his fine summer plumage. Leaving the woodland, a Red-backed Shrike was singing 

from the top of a hawthorn bush, and a Goshawk flew close by. Coffee by the monastery brought Spiked 

Speedwell and Green-veined Orchid and our first Scarce Swallowtail butterfly, whilst some local honey was 

purchased for home. We stopped at a quarry where a Little Owl was peeking at us as Bee-eaters nest prospected, 

and a Wall Brown butterfly flitted below. Above us, a Short-toed Eagle distantly hovered and a Lesser Spotted 

Eagle was soaring. 

 

Lunch was in the Matlin mountains. Just before our picnic, we stopped to watch a Stonechat and our first 

Isabelline Wheatears showing their upright stance and sandy wings. A male Levant Sparrowhawk soared close to 

our lunch spot and then we were scanning the mountain ridges. The park was busy on a May Saturday, but we 

managed to find and scope a distant Pied Wheatear near the ridge horizon while our first Red-rumped Swallows 

glided around us and Idas Blue and Small Heath butterflies danced within the grassland. 

 

We moved on to a new habitat, near Greci, that of heath edged by Oak woodland. Corn Buntings sang and 

Isabelline Wheatears were suddenly common. As soon as we left the minibus, we could see the endearing 

Souslik, standing on its hind legs observing us cautiously. Woodlark flew over in full song, a pair of Turtle Doves 

showed in the cattle pen. Up above, two raptors migrated through; the higher one was a Long-legged Buzzard, 

and the lower one a pale phase Booted Eagle showing its contrast between its white underwing coverts and black 

flight feathers. Rob spotted a woodpecker on the ground - Syrian! We could see its open cheeks and strong bill 

as it fed in front of us. We returned to the vehicle and had one more stop for a Woodlark close to the road, then 

it was back to our hotel in Tulchea for an enjoyable evening meal. 

Day 9                                                                                      Sunday 8th May 

Our last full day in the field. We set off into the Babadag region on our way to the Black Sea and our first stop in 

Babadag Forest. After a cold early spring in 2022, reptiles had been sadly absent from our walks this week, but 

were now active in the warm forest edge. Our first Balkan Wall Lizards were quickly followed by a superb Green 

Lizard, and we also observed the smallest of European lizards, a tiny Snake-eyed Skink. Our second 

extraordinary Bronze Glandular Bush-cricket was found, but the woodland and birds took second place to the 

wild flower display. Spiked Speedwells and Globe Flowers gave frequent flashes of blue, whilst Milkwort 

flowered, and abundant Ground Pine displayed its yellow flowers and Ajuga laxmenni was also noted. Solomons 

Seal hung its flowers gently over the meadow. It was the orchids that stole the show though, Lady Orchids 

dominated in bold spikes, but Monkey Orchid was also frequent, and several hybrids between the two were 

found. Three-toothed Orchid was also present with several butterfly orchids, one in flower which we were thus 

able to identify as Greater Butterfly Orchid. Glanville Fritillaries frequently landed on the flowers, with the tiny 

Eastern Baton Blue and Scarce Swallowtail also seen. We had good views of Woodlark and a singing male 

Ortolan Bunting showed well, but we only heard the Sombre Tit.  
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We continued down to the Black Sea coast. A temporary traffic light enabled observation of several Souslik, 

nervously observing the roadworks as Northern Wheatears hopped across the heath. A Calandra Lark flew 

across the vehicle. We stopped at pools next to the closed lithium factory in Vadu, close to the Black Sea, which 

was a haven of birdlife. Red-footed Falcons were constantly active, watched squabbling over nest sites within the 

Rook colony. Bee-eaters also called and flew around us frequently. Four hirundine species had colonised the old 

factory with more views of Red-rumped Swallow enjoyed. A number of Northern Wheatear appeared within the 

dunes, but the pools themselves were full of waders, dominated by Curlew Sandpiper and Little Stints, but with a 

range of other species, notably Ruff, Common Sandpiper, Little Ringed Plover, Avocet, Shoveler, Ferruginous 

Duck and a Squacco Heron was photographed with its Marsh Frog catch.  

Lunch was a short walk to a vista from the east side of the factory. Collared Pratincoles, Red-footed Falcons, 

Common, Black, White-winged and Whiskered Terns were all above us as we relaxed and enjoyed our picnic, 

whilst Bearded Reedlings and Great Reed Warblers sang. A four hundred-strong tern roost held our first 

Redshank of the trip, a stunning Mediterranean Gull, and Little Gulls in all age groups. 

We had a short walk and within a single Russian olive tree, two Whinchat, a Willow Warbler, and a female Red- 

breasted Flycatcher were all found, with a Blackcap also present. Migration was clearly in full swing. A female 

Collared Flycatcher, Hoopoes and a Tawny Pipit were observed from the bus and then it was time to enjoy the 

beach on the Black Sea coast, as Sandwich Terns flew by and three Dalmatian Pelicans sat on the fishing pens.  

It was reluctantly time to head home, our journey back highlighted by an Eastern Imperial Eagle, alas on a busy 

stretch of road where we couldn’t stop. Our last evening meal was a time for reflection on a great week within a 

wonderful country and Marcus’s highly dubious trip award ceremony was held.  

Day 10                                                                                    Monday 9th May 

Our drive to the airport was largely exactly that this morning, but there was still time to see a few good birds 

from the bus, notably several White-tailed Eagles, Bee-eaters, Red-footed Falcons, our first kite, and Calandra 

Lark. The minor drama of a jammed starter motor in the bus at our coffee stop was quickly addressed with an 

old-fashioned push, and we made it to the airport in good time. 

 

It was time to show our gratitude to our exceptional Romanian hosts, the two Christians: Christian: our 

exceptional host and guide who had shown us so much this week and guided us through his native Danube 

waters with good cheer and many tales to tell, and the driver Christian who had driven us on some significant 

journeys with great calmness and professionalism. 

  

We had been blessed with a trip of outstanding wildlife moments, good weather and fantastic Romanian hosts 

with a lovely group all of whom made it a very memorable Spring holiday. Thank you for a really enjoyable week 

together. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Species lists 
 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

 

      April/May 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Greylag Goose Anser anser       6 50 25 50   40   

2 Mute Swan Cygnus olor        16 50 10 16   20 2 

3 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna            4     8   

4 Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea        2             

5 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata                  2   

6 Garganey Spatula querquedula        15 10 2 1   1   

7 Gadwall Mareca strepera       4 20 10 16   6   

8 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos   2   10 25 30 10   10   

9 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca             2       

10 Common Pochard Aythya ferina        4 2 30 30   2   

11 Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca          20 20 15   3   

12 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula         30           

13 Smew Mergellus albellus         4           

14 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 1     2 6 3 1 2 5 1 

15 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis           1         

16 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena         10 6 6       

17 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus       4 15 20 10       

18 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis         2           

19 White Stork Ciconia ciconia   10 10 30 2 15 40 10 20 10 

20 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus        8 40 30 80       

21 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia       1 1 2         

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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      April/May 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

22 Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris         H 1         

23 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus       1             

24 Black-crowned Night 
Heron 

Nycticorax nycticorax       2 40 30 10       

25 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides          10 6 15   1   

26 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea       4 30 15 10   5 2 

27 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea       8 5 10 20   1   

28 Great Egret Ardea alba       3 20 20 50   1 1 

29 Little Egret Egretta garzetta       2 50 15 20 2 2 2 

30 Great White Pelican Pelecanus 
onocrotalus  

        300 600 500   5   

31 Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus          6 5 5   3   

32 Pygmy Cormorant Microcarbo pygmeus        40 130 40 60     2 

33 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo       4 100 40 70   20 2 

34 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus         2           

35 Short-toed Snake 
Eagle 

Circaetus gallicus    1           1     

36 Lesser Spotted 
Eagle 

Clanga pomarina    3 2         1 1 1 

37 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus                1     

38 Eastern Imperial 
Eagle 

Aquila heliaca                  1   

39 Levant Sparrowhawk Accipiter brevipes          1     1     

40 Eurasian 
Sparrowhawk 

Accipiter nisus   1 2 1     2 2     

41 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis         1     1     

42 Western Marsh 
Harrier 

Circus aeruginosus       4 15 10 10   20   

43 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus            1 1       

44 Red Kite Milvus milvus                   1 

45 White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla         6 1 5     2 

46 Long-legged 
Buzzard 

Buteo rufinus               1 2   

47 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo   8 4 10 1 1 1     1 

48 Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinus               1     

49 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus             3       

50 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra       50 50 30 30   40   

51 Eurasian Stone-
curlew 

Burhinus oedicnemus                   20 

52 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus 
himantopus 

      1   25     6   

53 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra 
avosetta  

          4     8   

54 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus          2 8 10   4 2 

55 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola                 6   

56 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius                 2   

57 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago                 1   
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      April/May 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

58 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa             25       

59 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata           1         

60 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus            2 5   10   

61 Common Redshank Tringa totanus                 10   

62 Common 
Greenshank 

Tringa nebularia          2 5 35   1   

63 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus            1         

64 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola        5 9 20 50   20   

65 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos            3     2   

66 Little Stint Calidris minuta            3     60   

67 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea            1     80   

68 Ruff Calidris pugnax            40 10   70   

69 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola       15   8     20   

70 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus  

      20 80 10 100 20 100   

71 Little Gull Hydrocoloeus 
minutus  

          1     3   

72 Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus 
melanocephalus  

                2   

73 Pallas's Gull Ichthyaetus 
ichthyaetus  

        4 8 1       

74 Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans          3 1     1   

75 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis       30 50 20 50 6 20 2 

76 Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia            40         

77 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus 
sandvicensis  

                8   

78 Common Tern Sterna hirundo         50 50 50   500   

79 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida       30 100 300 200 3 50   

80 White-winged Tern Chlidonias 
leucopterus  

      5 10 30 6   10   

81 Black Tern Chlidonias niger       3 20 20 30   50   

82 Rock Dove Columba livia       10 10   10 150 400 30 

83 Stock Dove Columba oenas         3   3       

84 Common Wood 
Pigeon 

Columba palumbus 10 6 5 10 10 2 10 2 1 2 

85 European Turtle 
Dove 

Streptopelia turtur           1 1 4   1 

86 Eurasian Collared 
Dove 

Streptopelia 
decaocto 

2 4 4 20 16 10 50 20 20 20 

87 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   3 2 3 24 25 40 10 10 2 

88 Little Owl Athene noctua             1 1 1   

89 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba   10                 

90 Common Swift Apus apus 10     50             

91 European Roller Coracias garrulus             3       

92 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis         41 5 2 1     

93 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster            30 1 20 10 10 
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      April/May 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

94 Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops       1 2 H 3 6 10   

95 Middle Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Dendrocoptes 
medius 

              2     

96 Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopos 
syriacus 

              2     

97 Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Dendrocopos major   H H H 6     1     

98 Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius   H                 

99 European Green 
Woodpecker 

Picus viridis   H                 

100 Grey-headed 
Woodpecker 

Picus canus         3 1 1       

101 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 4 2 2 8 2 15 10 12 10 10 

102 Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus            10 3   20 6 

103 Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo 1     1 10 5 2 1 2   

104 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   1                 

105 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio               2 1   

106 Eurasian Golden 
Oriole 

Oriolus oriolus    H     H 3 6 1 1   

107 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 2 6 7 6       1   1 

108 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica 2 2 10 10 10 4 5 10 20 20 

109 Spotted Nutcracker Nucifraga 
caryocatactes 

    3               

110 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula 20 20 20 50 10   6 50 50 30 

111 Rook Corvus frugilegus 30 10 30 150       10 300 100 

112 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix 2 6 10 20 50 20 25 25 30 20 

113 Northern Raven Corvus corax 2 2 4 8   1         

114 Coal Tit Periparus ater   2 2 H             

115 Sombre Tit Poecile lugubris                 H   

116 Marsh Tit Poecile palustris   3   1 1           

117 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus     1   5 4 4 1     

118 Great Tit Parus major   6 2 2 10 10 10 4     

119 Eurasian Penduline 
Tit 

Remiz pendulinus         H 3 H       

120 Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus           H 10   H   

121 Woodlark Lullula arborea               3 1   

122 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis       2         2 4 

123 Crested Lark Galerida cristata               3 6   

124 Calandra Lark Melanocorypha 
calandra 

                1 1 

125 Sand Martin Riparia riparia       12 10 ### 50   30   

126 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 20 20 40 100 200 100 100 100 100 30 

127 Common House 
Martin 

Delichon urbicum   20 10 30   4 4 10 20 10 

128 Red-rumped 
Swallow 

Cecropis daurica               4 10   

129 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   4   4 20 10 6       
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      April/May 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

130 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus 
trochilus 

          2 1   2   

131 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus 
collybita 

  2 8 1 6 10 6 2 2   

132 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus 
sibilatrix  

              3     

133 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus 
arundinaceus 

      6 H 10 4   5   

134 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus 

      4 H 4 5       

135 Eurasian Reed 
Warbler 

Acrocephalus 
scirpaceus 

      4 H 20 10       

136 Savi's Warbler Locustella 
luscinioides 

        3 6 3   1   

137 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   H 1   20 6 2   1   

138 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin   H 1   2 5 H       

139 Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca   1 4   10 10 4       

140 Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla     6     2         

141 Goldcrest Regulus regulus     2 2             

142 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes 
troglodytes 

  H 3 2             

143 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   2 1 1             

144 Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria   2                 

145 Eurasian 
Treecreeper 

Certhia familiaris       1   2 H H     

146 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 20 20 20 50 200 100 70 200 50 100 

147 Common Blackbird Turdus merula 2 3 2 20 4 10 4 2     

148 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris      4               

149 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   1 4 4 H     1     

150 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   1 4               

151 European Robin Erithacus rubecula 2 3 4               

152 Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia          1 10 H 2     

153 Common Nightingale Luscinia 
megarhynchos 

      1             

154 Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis        3 3       1   

155 Red-breasted 
Flycatcher 

Ficedula parva                2 1   

156 Black Redstart Phoenicurus 
ochruros 

1 1 6 2   1   1     

157 Common Redstart Phoenicurus 
phoenicurus 

    1   2   2       

158 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra      2 2         2   

159 European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola               1     

160 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 1         1     10   

161 Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina                12 2   

162 Pied Wheatear Oenanthe 
pleschanka  

              1     

163 White-throated 
Dipper 

Cinclus cinclus   1   6             

164 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 10 10 10 50 10 20 20 20 30 30 
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Other vertebrates 
 

    April/May 2022 

Common name Scientific name 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

               

MAMMALS:                       

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes   1           1     

European Brown Bear Ursus arctos arctos   12                 

European Roe Deer 
Capreolus 
capreolus           2         

European Hare Lepus europaeus                 1 1 

Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris     1 1             

European Souslik 
Spermophilus 
citellus               2 8   

Wild Cat  Felis silvestris   1                 

Chamois Rupicapra rupicapra   8                 

Otter Lutra lutra         1           

Golden Jackal Canis oriolis         5           

                        

AMPHIBIANS & 
REPTILES:                       

Fire-bellied Toad Bombina bombina         H       H   

      April/May 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

165 Eurasian Tree 
Sparrow 

Passer montanus   2 4 8 20 30 40 30 5 2 

166 Dunnock Prunella modularis     4               

167 Western Yellow 
Wagtail 

Motacilla flava     2     H         

168 Black-headed 
Wagtail 

Motacilla flava 
feldegg 

        2   1 5 5   

169 Romanian Yellow 
Wagtail 

Motacilla flava 
"dombrowskii" 

      1     1       

170 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea   6   2             

171 White Wagtail Motacilla alba 2 2 6 6 10 10 20 10 10 6 

172 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris            1   1 1   

173 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   20 10 10 10 6 20 12 2   

174 Hawfinch Coccothraustes 
coccothraustes 

              12     

175 European 
Greenfinch 

Chloris chloris   1 3 4 1     6 2   

176 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   2           2     

177 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra     1               

178 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   4 4     4 8 20   4 

179 European Serin Serinus serinus    2 1 4             

180 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra       3 1   3 20 30   

181 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella   5 2 1       1     

182 Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana                  2   

183 Common Reed 
Bunting 

Emberiza 
schoeniclus 

      1 2 2 6       
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Common Toad Bufo bufo     2               

European Tree Frog Hyla orientalis                 H   

Edible Frog Rana kl. esculenta             10       

Marsh Frog Rana ridibundus       H 10 10 10   H   

European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis       1             

Eastern Green Lizard Lacerta viridis                 1   

Balkan Wall Lizard Podachis tauricus                 2   

Snake-eyed Skink Ablerpharus kiaibelii                 1   

 

Invertebrates 
 

    April/May 2022 

Common name Scientific name 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

BUTTERFLIES:                       

  Papilionidae                     

European Swallowtail Papilio machaon                 4   

Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius               6 5   

  Pieridae                     

Eastern Dappled White Euchloe ausonia         2           

Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines     2           1   

Eastern Pale Clouded 
Yellow Colias erate           2   1 2   

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni   4 4 1   1   1 1   

  Lycaenidae                     

Eastern Baton Blue Pseudophilotes vicrama                 2   

Idas Blue Plebejus idas               4     

  Nymphalidae                     

Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa     1               

Peacock Aglais io     1               

Comma Butterfly Polygonum c-album    1                 

Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia                 10   

  Satyridae                     

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus        1       6     

Wall Brown Lasiommata megera               1     

                        

MOTHS                       

Speckled Yellow Pseudopanthera macularia                 10   

                        

OTHER 
INVERTEBRATES:                       

Ground Beetle Carabus auratus   1                 

Violet Ground Beetle Carabus violaceus   1                 

Bronze Glandular Bush-
cricket Bradyporous dasypus               1 1   

                        

MOLLUSCS:                       

Roman Snail Helix pomatia     10               

 
 

Plants 

Scientific name Common name Location 

Green Sandpiper 
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

N.B.     

[ ] = Introduced or Planted     

      

      

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES   

      

Leptosporangiate Ferns True Ferns   

      

Aspleniaceae Spleenwort family   

Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort   

      

Pre-Dicots  Primitive Angiosperms   

      

Nymphaeaceae Water-lily Family   

Nuphar lutea Yellow Water-lily   

Nymphaea alba White Water-lily   

      

Eu-Dicots True Dicotyledons   

      

Adoxaceae Moschatel Family   

Sambucus ebulus Dwarf Elder   

Sambucus nigra Elder   

Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose   

      

Anacardiacae Sumach Family   

Cotinus coggygria Smoke Bush   

      

Apiaceae Carrot Family   

Eryngium maritimum Sea Holly   

      

Araliaceae Ivy Family   

Hedera helix Common Ivy   

      

Betulaceae Birch Family   

Carpinus orientalis Oriental Hornbeam   

      

Boraginaceae Borage Family   

Echium vulgare Viper's-bugloss   

Heliotropium europaeum Heliotrope   

      

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family   

Cakile maritima Sea Rocket   

      

Cannabaceae Cannabis Family   

Cannabis sativa Cannabis or Hemp   

      

Caryophyllaceae Pink Family   

Saponaria officinalis Soapwort   

      

Compositae (Asteraceae) Daisy Family   

Achillea millefolium Yarrow   
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Scientific name Common name Location 

Centaurea triumfetti Squarrose Knapweed   

Cichorium intybus Chicory   

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle   

Leucanthimum vulgare Ox-eye Daisy   

Tanacetum vulgare Tansy   

      

Cornaceae Dogwood Family   

Cornus mas Cornelian Cherry   

Cornus sanguineus Dogwood   

      

      

Elaeagnaceae Sea-buckthorn Family   

Elaeagnus angustifolius Russian Olive   

      

Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family   

euphorbia sp     

Fagaceae Beech & Oak Family   

Quercus pedunculifolia -   

Quercus pubescens Downy Oak   

      

Geraniaceae Geranium Family   

Geranium robertianum Herb Robert   

      

Lamiaceae Mint family   

Ajuga chamaepitys Ground Pine Babadag 

Ajuga laxmenni   Babadag 

Betonica officinalis Betony   

Lamium album White Dead-nettle   

Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort   

Mentha aquatica Water Mint   

Salvia  nutans Nodding sage   

      

Legouminosae (Fabaceae) Pea family   

Trifolium montanum Mountain Clover   

      

Linaceae Flax Family   

Linum austriacum a Perennial Flax   

Linium perenne Blue Flax Babadag 

      

Lythraceae Purple-loosestrife Family   

Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife   

      

Malvaceae Mallow Family   

Althaea officinalis Marsh-mallow   

Malva pusilla Dwarf Mallow   

Tilia tomentosa Silver Lime   

      

Menyanthaceae Bogbean Family   

Nymphoides peltata Fringed Water-lily   

      

Plantaginaceae Plantain Family   

Veronica spicata Spiked Speedwell   
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Scientific name Common name Location 

      

Roseaceae Rose Family   

Cydonia oblonga Quince   

Pyrus pyraster Wild Pear   

  
 

  

Salicaceae Willow Family   

Populus alba White Poplar   

Populus x canadensis Hybrid Black Poplar   

Salix alba White Willow   

Salix cinerea Grey Willow   

  
 

  

Sapindaceae Maple Family   

Acer campestre Field Maple   

      

Saxifragaceae Saxifrage Family   

Chrysosplenium oppositifolium Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage Zarnesti gorge 

Solanaceae Nightshade Family   

Datura stramonium Thorn-apple   

Solanum dulcamara Woody Nightshade   

      

Urticaceae Nettle Family   

Urtica dioica Common Nettle   

      

Violaceae Violet Family   

Viola suavis Russian Violet   

Viola tricolor agg. Heartsease   

      

Vitaceae Grape-vine Family   

Vitis sylvestris Eurasian Wild Grape   

      

Monocots Monocotyledons   

      

Amaryllidaceae Daffodil Family   

Allium oleraceum Field Garlic   

      

Araceae Lords-and-Ladies Family   

Lemna trisulca Ivy-leaved Duckweed   

      

Hydrocharitaceae Frogbit Family   

Hydrocharis morsus-ranae Frogbit   

Stratiotes aloides Water-soldier   

      

Poaceae Grass Family   

Phragmites australis Common Reed   

      

Typhaceae Bulrush Family   

Typha angustifolia Lesser Bulrush   

Typha latifolia Bulrush   

      

Orchids     

Orchis pupurea Lady Orchid   

Orchis morio Green-winged Orchid   
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Scientific name Common name Location 

Orchis simia Monkey Orchid   

Plantanthera chlorantha Greater Butterfly Orchid   

Neotinea tridentata Three toothed Orchid   

   

Additional species recorded   

Rananuculus Illyricus     

Polygomnium odeoratum Solomons seal   

Polygala vulgaris Common milkwort   

Adonis annua Pheasant Eye   

Iris brandzea (?) Iris   

Primula elatior Oxlip   

Primula veris Cowslip   

Cardamine pratensis Cuckoo Flower   
  

  

Corydaylis solida     

Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone   

Anemone ranunculoides Yellow Anemone   

Tusselago farfara Coltsfoot   

      

Petasites hybridus Butterbur Zarnesti 

Lepidium draba Hoary Cress   

Lathraee squamaria Toothwort   

Globularia bisnagarica Common Globe Flower   

Vinca herbacea Herbacious Periwinkle   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


