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Jason Mitchell (Naturetrek Leader), Florin Palade (Local Guide) with 10 Naturetrek clients 

 

Summary 
 

The main focus of the tour was birds and it didn’t disappoint with a count of 179 species. One of many star 

birds – the Great White Pelican – was migrating in good numbers over the Danube and the rare Dalmatian 

Pelican was more numerous than usual with sightings well into double figures. White-tailed Eagles were seen 

daily during our three days on the mighty Danube and other exciting raptors included Red-footed Falcon, 

Osprey and Lesser Spotted Eagle. Seven different woodpeckers went down well with Black, Syrian and Grey-

headed the pick of the bunch.  

 

However, this tour was about more than just birds and a good number of exciting mammals were recorded too. 

The highlight of the Carpathians for many was a visit to a feeding station where an impressive twelve Brown 

Bears graced us with their presence! Later in the week we added Chamois, Roe Deer and the ever-popular 

European Souslik – an endearing member of the ground squirrel family. Butterflies were another well-

represented group (25 species recorded) and it was unsurprising that the Clouded Yellow was seen in numbers 

following a bumper year across Europe, but less familiar species like the large and impressive Cardinal Fritillary, 

showy Lesser Fiery Copper and Great Banded Grayling were all show-stoppers. Not to be left out, amphibians 

and reptiles got in on the act too, with the final days providing a couple of Common Tree Frogs and three Spur-

thighed Tortoises! And finally, a splash of culture added yet another dimension to a hugely successful tour, with 

visits to the Neo-Renaissance Peleș Castle in Prahova and the home of Bram Stoker’s Dracula – the famous 

Transylvanian castle of Bran. 

 

Typical of September, the weather was settled and pleasantly warm, with temperatures around the low to mid-

twenties with an occasional chilly start in the morning. Like much of Europe, it was a long dry summer resulting 

in water levels being generally lower than normal but local knowledge ensured we still found the birds! 

 

Day 1          Sunday 4th September 
 

Florin and Jason met the group at Bucharest Airport, the flight from Heathrow having arrived on time. With 

luggage safely stowed, we drove north across the plains to Ploiesti. En route we were delighted to view the 

spectacle of around 300 majestic White Storks in a field, which were no doubt resting-up before continuing their 

migration south. Just before reaching the mountains, a refreshment stop turned up a migrating Black Kite and a 

Hobby perched in a dead tree, giving excellent views. Having traversed the mountains, we arrived in good time at 

our comfortable guest house in the small Transylvanian town of Vulcan, near Brasov. After an aperitif of 

‘Dracula’s Tears’, kindly offered by our host, we settled into our rooms before reconvening for dinner. Following 

an excellent first meal, we departed for a much needed sleep, ahead of our first full day in the Carpathians. 

 

Day 2          Monday 5th September 
 

Our first morning was spent enjoying the splendour of the Zarnesti Gorge, a breath-taking location used in 

several Hollywood feature films including ‘Cold Mountain’. Driving into the gorge, a small stream was graced by 

a number of Grey Wagtails. On exiting the bus, a Honey Buzzard passed overhead, while Coal and Marsh Tits 

called from deep within the emerald green and the distinctive call of a Black Woodpecker rang through the 
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woods. A target species here is the Willow Tit and it wasn’t long before we heard its distinctive nasal calls but on 

this occasion it remained hidden from view. Further on, a high-flying Nutcracker had us peering skywards, an 

action we would repeat many times with dozens of birds catching our eye as they flew across the narrow gorge: 

Jay was common, along with the occasional Sparrowhawk and finally a Peregrine. Other high-fliers included 

masses of House Martins, joined by a few Crag Martins and three scything Alpine Swifts. However, it was not 

only birds which had us looking up, with two smart Chamois spotted grazing on the vertiginous gorge sides. As 

the morning progressed, some milky sunshine eventually entered the gorge bringing a few butterflies and 

dragonflies to life; firstly a Small White, soon followed by a Red Admiral and best of all, a basking Scotch Argus. 

The return down the gorge was a speedier affair, except for a stop to study a rather large species of weevil and an 

Agile Frog, after which we were soon on our way towards Bran, only for a final sortie from the bus to view a 

confiding Dipper – the black-bellied continental race.  

 

Our next destination was Castle Bran, the reputed former abode of Vlad the Impaler, where some of the group 

spent an hour or so visiting the castle’s attractive grounds. Others explored a public garden where we found 

several Spotted Flycatchers, two cracking Wood Warblers gleaning insects and a Common Whitethroat. 

Following a spot of afternoon tea, we left Bran in search of more wildlife. 

 

Passing through Bran, we drove to a local beauty spot with spectacular views of the surrounding Carpathian 

landscape but which also serves as a lookout for birds of prey. On this occasion the sky was empty of raptors but 

we were delighted to spy a couple of Icterine Warblers in adjacent scrub. Florin also took time to share his 

knowledge of the fascinating geology all around, which was duly absorbed by an appreciative audience. 

 

Just outside the village of Zarnesti, we made a final stop at a haunt favoured by Great Grey Shrikes and true to 

form, a lone bird was seen perched motionless on overhead wires. Further on, a Weaver’s Fritillary butterfly 

settled on some late flowers and our first Lesser Spotted Eagle soared effortlessly past. Other migrants included 

a dozen Whinchats and a Lesser Whitethroat. More than satisfied, we returned to Vulcan for another fine dinner. 

 

Day 3          Monday 6th September 
 

Following breakfast, we left for the Piatra Craiului National Park but just minutes after leaving Vulcan, we 

spotted our first Marsh Harrier, shortly followed by some Common Buzzards and a Kestrel. Arriving at the 

national park, we stopped in view of the towering limestone ridge known as the Kingstone Mountains but 

delayed leaving the minibus until a band of rain had passed over. On leaving the bus, we immediately spotted a 

juvenile Red-backed Shrike perched on its bush-top lookout - it was the first of many. Overhead the frequent 

flight calls of Tree Pipits and Yellow Wagtails was proof that migration was in full swing.  

 

Moving on, we walked towards the forest and it was not long before we heard the metallic, Jay-like call of a 

Nutcracker and moments later one flapped into view showing off its characteristic white-tipped tail and vent 

before perching obligingly at the top of a spruce. This handsome species spends much of its time deep within 

the forest but in the autumn, it’s sometimes tempted from cover by the hazelnut crop. In the same area, the 

distant cry of a Black Woodpecker rang through the trees where several Willow Warblers and Chiffchaffs were 

busy feeding in the company of Coal Tits, here the smart continental race with slate-coloured mantles. Returning 

to the bus, a busy flock of Whinchats flitted over a meadow and were joined by a Clouded Yellow butterfly. 
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Driving back to Vulcan, several Marsh Harriers and Common Buzzards were spotted from the bus but it was a 

mega flock of sixty or so Ravens that really caught our attention! 

 

Back at the guesthouse, we were treated to a delicious three course lunch before heading out once more, this 

time to the Stramba Valley. Arriving at the start of the valley, we quickly disembarked the minibus to view a 

Lesser Spotted Eagle flapping powerfully overhead – not one, but four birds were seen over the next hour or so! 

In warm and sunny conditions, there were dozens of butterflies on the wing. Several Clouded Yellows sped past, 

Common Blues were, well, common and a fresh cryptically patterned Grayling was a real crowd pleaser. A little 

further on, a small family group of Yellowhammers flitted between bushes before finally settling in the open, 

affording excellent views of these butter-coloured beauties. Red-backed Shrikes were becoming familiar, with 

perhaps only the dandy Spotted Flycatcher more numerous. 

Leaving the lower slopes, we headed further up the valley towards our evening destination; a hide where we 

hoped to observe wild Brown Bears. On meeting the warden, we drove the rutted forest track to the parking 

area, from where we quietly made our way to the hide which overlooks a woodland clearing. Incredibly, there 

were already some bears feeding. Over the next twenty minutes, more bears arrived, with several females joined 

by a couple of jumpy immature males. However, the highlight for many was the arrival of a young female with 

her small cub – a nervous bundle of fluff which stuck close to its mum. Later, another mother and her two well-

grown youngsters arrived and for whatever reason, this unsettled the others and for a period the threesome 

dominated the clearing. The plentiful apples and other hidden foodstuffs poked in holes and under logs, was just 

too tasty to pass up and during the next hour and a half, we experienced privileged views of a staggering twelve 

or more individuals. 

 

Day 4         Tuesday 7th September 
 

Bidding farewell to our hosts in the Carpathians, we left the mountains for the Danube Delta via Sinaia where we 

made a visit to one of Romania’s most famous buildings – the fairy tale-like Peleș Castle. Built between 1873 and 

1914 with visible elements of the German Renaissance style, it was used as the summer residence of King Carol. 

Peleș was constructed following plans of several celebrated architects of the time, including Karel Liman and 

Johannes Schultz. After a welcome coffee, we continued on our journey. 

 

Next our route took us across the open plains close to Bucharest, then east towards Tulcea. Lunch was taken on 

the shore of a lake which is usually dotted with wildfowl. However, on this occasion the low water levels meant 

that much of the interest was concentrated next to its shores, where scattered bushes hosted numerous 

passerines enjoying a bounty of insects. Amongst the resident Tree Sparrows, Yellow Wagtails, Whinchats and a 

Lesser Whitethroat were feeding up before continuing their own much longer journeys south. Several butterflies 

were noted flying over the swathes of poisonous Thorn Apple and less showy Dodder; the best included Lesser 

Fiery Copper, Knapweed Fritillary and dozens of Eastern Bath Whites. 

 

Shortly before the bridge crossing over the middle reaches of the Danube, we stopped for a small flock of Black 

Storks but on exiting the bus, we soon realised they were in fact part of a much larger flock which numbered a 

hundred or more individuals! A field alongside was home to a colony of Sousliks and their arch enemy, the 

Long-legged Buzzard, was hunting them from overhead. After the crossing, we began to spot some quality birds 

resting on wires alongside the road, with Rollers, European Bee-eaters and a Hobby the pick of the bunch.  

 

https://www.uncover-romania.com/attractions/culture/castles-fortresses/peles-castle.html
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The last stop of the day was at a large lake, which is always a good place for waders and wildfowl. Here dozens 

of Ruff were joined by a couple of Wood Sandpipers, Snipe and a single Dunlin. As expected, wildfowl were also 

present, with a flotilla of sixty Ruddy Shelduck the most popular, with these joined by a few Shoveler, Teal and 

some distant Ferruginous Ducks. A Turtle Dove had gone unseen at the edge of the lake until the arrival of a 

female Peregrine Falcon sent it on its way south. This sealed what had been an excellent day for raptors, with an 

impressive nine species making it onto the day list: headliners included two Short-toed Eagles, Osprey and a 

Honey Buzzard. 

 

The final leg saw us arrive in Tulcea in time to enjoy an aperitif ahead of a sumptuous dinner aboard the floating 

hotel, which would be our home for the next few days. 

 

Day 5           Wednesday 8th September 
 

After breakfast we boarded a smaller boat which allowed us to explore some of the Delta’s narrow waterways. 

Almost as soon as we turned off the main Sulina Channel, a Kingfisher zig-zagged ahead of us, and we enjoyed 

close views of Little and Great White Egrets and our first Squacco Heron of the trip; a popular species that 

featured daily during our time on the Delta. Soon, a Wren-like ticking call alerted us to the presence of a Red-

breasted Flycatcher and a brief search turned up a single bird feeding frenetically amongst willows. Few 

individuals of this species retain their red breast in the autumn and typically, this bird was rather plain but for its 

rather attractive and distinctive tail pattern. But the greatest excitement was caused by a Bittern, perched on the 

bank in full view! As Dan skilfully manoeuvred the boat in to get closer views, it briefly ‘sky pointed’ before 

retreating stealthily into the dense thicket – what an experience! Raptors were in evidence too, with several 

Marsh Harriers quartering adjacent reed beds and it was not long before we notched up our first White-tailed 

Eagle; a first-winter bird. The latter species was seen dozens of times during the morning and on two occasions, 

perched birds sat in channel-side trees completely unperturbed by our presence.  

 

Approaching the entrance to a protected lake, a smart Grey-headed Woodpecker posed in the top of a dead tree, 

but was swiftly out-ranked by a massive Black Woodpecker which made several passes over the boat; 

woodpeckers are something of an unexpected avian feature of the Delta and before the morning was over we 

added both Lesser and Middle Spotted to the list. At the mouth of the lake we scanned through the masses of 

waterbirds in search of scarcer species and were happy to find our first Whiskered Tern and Purple Heron of the 

tour. After a welcome coffee, we continued on our way spotting dozens of Bee-eaters before a group of seven 

Great White Pelicans cruised into view, followed moments later by a much larger flock containing close to a 

hundred of these iconic Delta birds.  

 

Arriving back at the floating hotel, whilst having lunch we continued birdwatching which was both novel and 

productive, spotting yet more White-tailed Eagles and several Hobbys. After lunch we headed back out in the 

smaller vessel, this time on to the Crisan Channel. On a side water, things were quiet except for several Spotted 

Flycatchers feeding in riverside willows. Later, as the channel widened out and trees gave way to more open 

habitat, a showy Hoopoe flashed its crest before returning to feed quietly on a sandy stretch of river bank. As we 

approached Lake Iacob, we were alerted to a flock of Long-tailed Tits; with the engine cut, we drifted serenely as 

a dozen ‘northern’ birds, with gleaming white heads, fed busily metres from an adoring public. Arriving at the 

lake, our presence seemed to spook a large flock of Ferruginous Duck which took to the air on whirring wings, 

and moments later a group of thirty Great White Pelicans glided effortlessly past the boat, skimming inches over 
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the waterlilies. The reeds held a number of passerines but a rowdy flock of Bearded Tits refused to break cover. 

As we prepared to leave the lake, another hard-to-see and sought after species, the Little Crake, was spotted; to 

our delight a juvenile fed in the open, delaying our departure by a good ten minutes. And it was a good thing too, 

as we eventually gained good views of the Bearded Tits, with three flitting around at the edge of the reedbed. 

 

Returning to base, the shoreline held a Green Sandpiper and a Greenshank, both probing the margins for 

invertebrates. Half a dozen Herring Gull-sized Caspian Terns roosted with Black-headed and Caspian Gulls. On 

sandbanks nearby, a couple of Northern Wheatears posed on rocks and a handsome Roller posed for the 

cameras.  Back on the floatel, we settled in for another excellent dinner. 

 

Day 6               Thursday 9th September 
 

A pre-breakfast birding session turned up a Red-breasted Flycatcher and a Little Bittern, the latter flying from 

reeds next to the floating hotel. A discussion over breakfast regarding overnight ‘howls and calls’, saw Golden 

Jackal and Little Owl duly added to the species lists. 

 

After embarking the smaller vessel, we navigated the side channels once more with the aim of reaching some 

protected lakes to the north. Moments after leaving the floating hotel, a Golden Oriole flashed overhead and a 

Purple Heron flew from reeds, which was probably a good thing for the Grass Snake swimming across the lake 

in its direction. In the same area a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker gave its squeaky call but remained hidden and a 

distant Common Buzzard showed features alluding to the steppe race vulpinus. Just before entering a large lake, a 

Little Bittern shot across the front of the boat, the second of the day! On the lake, we shut-off the motor and in 

blissful silence watched on as dozens of Whiskered, Common and a few Caspian Terns glided gracefully over the 

water’s surface close to the boat. The latter were still feeding youngsters, and we noted with some surprise the 

incongruous high-pitched, whining calls of the juvenile Caspian Tern.  

 

As we continued across the lake, several distant ‘white blobs’ proved to be Dalmatian Pelicans and with stealth, 

we approach to within a few hundred metres of this massive species; a bird boasting a wingspan greater than any 

other in Europe and measuring up to nine feet! Arriving at a second, even larger lake, we watched a sizable flock 

of Pygmy Cormorants fishing, while a distant group of 300 or more White Pelicans provided an attractive 

backdrop. With rumbling tums, Danny engaged full speed but our progress was soon halted by amazing views of 

two White-tailed Eagles, an Adult and Immature, perched in trees alongside the boat. We looked on in awe until 

hunger eventually drew us back towards the floating hotel. However, with the ‘mother ship’ almost in view, a 

diminutive Little Crake stepped out of the reeds and a Lesser Spotted Eagle and Osprey gave distant views – 

what a morning! 

 

After lunch and a short siesta, we headed out once more cruising the smaller waterways leading to Lake Matita. 

The first ten minutes were a little quiet but in idyllic, calm and sunny conditions we relaxed after what had been 

an action-packed morning but a Great Bittern soon broke our slumber, as it stepped out of the reeds in front of 

us. Reaching the lake, we were delighted to spend time observing a small group of Ferruginous Ducks and in a 

small bay we “oohed and ahhed” as an Osprey swept down, plucking a fish from the water! Turning back, the 

boat was briefly moored alongside a section of floating reedbed, where Florin eloquently explained the 

uniqueness of this rare habitat and its vital role in the ecology of the 10,000 Great White Pelicans that use it for 

nesting.  
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Moving off again, we made gentle progress back towards base noting numerous Squacco Herons along our route 

and the frequent ‘pinging’ calls of Bearded Tits alerted us to this handsome species feeding in the reeds. Further 

along, a Hobby sat perched in a willow, but when Linda pointed out a woodpecker just a couple of metres away, 

we soon changed our attention to a massive Black Woodpecker. Arriving back at the Floating Hotel, we stopped 

to watch some roosting White Pelicans and both Pygmy and Great Cormorants, while a Little Crake, possibly the 

same bird as earlier, patted over lilypads close to where the floating hotel was moored for the night. Ahead of 

dinner, several of the group enjoyed the last hour of daylight relaxing with a drink on the top deck bathed in the 

soft glow of a spectacular red sunset.  

 

Day 7          Friday 10th September 
 

Even before breakfast, an impromptu birding session provided an eclipse drake Garganey, Grey-headed 

Woodpecker and brief views of a Reed Warbler and a fishing Caspian Tern. Following breakfast, in what had 

now become a familiar routine, we disembarked the floating hotel to explore the Danube’s maze of smaller 

channels. In beautifully calm conditions, Bearded Tits were ‘pinging’ from almost any suitable habitat, so we 

stopped and spent some time watching a small flock as they skilfully teased seeds from reeds at the entrance of a 

small lake. At the same spot, a Reed Warbler had us discussing the finer identification points of this and the very 

similar Marsh Warbler, while four Spotted Redshank called noisily. Further on, the third Little Bittern of the tour 

offered better views than the previous two fleeting sightings of this tiny heron.  

 

As the channel gave way to a broad lake, we enjoyed the spectacle of around a thousand Great White Pelicans 

fishing the shallows, while gulls and cormorants vied for scraps at the margin. Such impressive post-breeding 

gatherings are typical before birds head south for the winter. Arriving at Lake Baclanesti, where the floating hotel 

awaited,  we spied two Dalmatian Pelicans but a White-tailed Eagle caught our eye as it repeatedly dropped onto 

the surface of the lake before flying off; only then did we realise it had caught a Coot, most likely a waning bird. 

After lunch, the afternoon was spent birdwatching from the main boat as we made gentle progress back towards 

the pontoon in Tulcea. From our elevated vantage point we saw a number of Caspian Terns, Grey-headed and 

Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers. Fittingly, one of the last notable bird sightings of our time on the Danube was a 

White-tailed Eagle – we stood to salute. Insects were notable too, with dozens of Willow Emerald Spreadwings 

and Southern Darters hitching a ride on the top deck. But the last excitement of our time on the water, was a 

large female Peregrine minutes before docking. Once in Tulcea, we soon settled down for a last delicious dinner 

served on the floating hotel. 

 

Day 8              Saturday 11th September 
 

Having thanked the river staff for their excellent service during our wonderful time on the floating hotel, we 

drove the short distance to an impressive viewpoint overlooking the Danube as it flowed towards Tulcea. The 

hillside was dotted with Souslik burrows but sadly none were active, having seemingly entered into hibernation a 

little earlier than normal due to a lack of food following a long, hot summer.  However, the river below produced 

some good birds with yet more Wood Sandpipers, a single Green Sandpiper and both cormorants. As we walked 

back to the bus, a juvenile Montagu’s Harrier kicked the day’s raptor list off nicely. 
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Another brief stop, this time in some wooded steppe, provided dozens of Spotted Flycatchers and a single 

‘female-type’ Semi-collared Flycatcher. 

 

Moving on, we arrived at a monastery known as Cilic Dere; a site well known for its diverse woodpecker fauna 

and we weren’t disappointed with four species noted during our brief stay. However, things started with some 

good warbler activity; Lesser Whitethroat, Garden Warbler and Blackcap were all spotted before attention turned 

to a Syrian Woodpecker seen shuffling on the ground below a fruit tree. Three other woodpeckers – Lesser, 

Great and Middle Spotted– were also heard or seen. Hawfinches were active too, with numerous birds flying 

overhead calling and occasionally landing along the woodland edge. In surrounding scrub two flycatchers, 

Spotted and Red-breasted, were joined by a Common Redstart, while overhead up to four Booted Eagles shared 

their airspace with a couple of Lesser Spotted Eagles and Long-legged Buzzards. Other interest came in the form 

of butterflies, the rather small Oberthur’s Skipper and Brown Argus alongside the large and impressive Cardinal 

and Silver-washed Fritillary butterflies present in good numbers but the smaller Queen of Spain Fritillary was the 

clear favourite. A Sombre Tit defiantly stayed hidden, tempting us a steep slope where we eventually gained good 

views. On returning to the bus, lunch was taken under the shade of some trees, while a Sparrowhawk gave chase 

narrowly missing its target, a Bee-eater, by the slimmest of margins! 

 

After an hour’s drive, ice creams were calling, so we made a refreshment stop in a service station before driving 

into the Machin Hills National Park where we planned a short walk up a hillside. The area can be particularly 

good for raptors and even before arriving at our parking spot, a cinnamon-coloured juvenile Montagu’s Harrier 

sat confidingly on a rock and even posed for some photographs. Scanning the high ridge, a distant Rufous-tailed 

Rock Thrush was best appreciated through the scopes. Other birds of prey included a few Kestrels and a Hobby 

but the appearance of a noisy male Levant Sparrowhawk was the best bird, even if views were fleeting. A cool, 

damp patch next to an area of luxuriant vegetation hosted a few butterflies but these where outshone by a Spur-

thighed Tortoise. In increasingly hot conditions, we retraced our steps enjoying views of the rugged hills and the 

plains below. Nearing the bus a flurry of migrants hopped about in the scrub: Red-breasted and Spotted 

Flycatchers, Lesser Whitethroat, Common Redstart, Tree Pipit, Blackcap and Willow Warbler were all present. 

And finally, to our great surprise yet more tortoises, this time an amoureuse couple. 

 

With a longish drive ahead of us, we reluctantly loaded on to the bus and headed east to our third and final 

accommodation, adding yet more good birds as we left the Machin Hills: Corn Bunting, several Turtle Doves 

and at least ten Rollers on wires running parallel with the main road! 

 

Day 9                Sunday 12th September  
 

The day started with a longish drive to Vadu on the Black Sea at the southernmost point of the Delta. A comfort 

stop en-route proved most productive, with our first and only Pallid Harrier of the tour drifting serenely 

overhead. At the same time a Black Kite also flew south, a good sign that migrants were already on the move. 

 

Further on, a flock of six migrating Red-footed Falcon made for an impromptu stop to appreciate this fine 

raptor as it hawked for insects ‘Hobby-style’. In an adjacent scrub patch as many as 20 Red-backed Shrike 

rubbed shoulders with several Spotted and Red-breasted Flycatchers. Just along the road a handsome Long-

legged Buzzard sat in a field, where some Northern Wheatears and Whinchats hopped over the ground and a 

dozen Calandra Larks flew off, their identity betrayed both by size and their black underwings. 
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Nearing the Black Sea coast, we stopped just outside Vadu where we were delighted to find a number of 

Sousliks, also known as the European Ground Squirrel, grazing on some wayside meadows and moments later a 

flock of 100 or more magnificent White Storks flapped overhead, shortly followed by another ten Red-footed 

Falcons moving south as well. Beyond Vadu we were making progress along a rough track, when Florin yelled 

“Bittern” and to our amazement the third Bittern in as many days stood in a small patch of reeds. Quickly out of 

the bus, but it slipped silently from view, so we headed on foot along the road where a low-lying marshy 

grassland held some excellent waders: Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Wood Sandpiper, Snipe and a Little Stint 

but the best was an elegant Marsh Sandpiper which picked delicately at the water’s surface. On a nearby lagoon 

we found several Gull-billed Terns, an Avocet and some Ruff, while around the steep embankment both 

Northern and its close cousin, the sandy-coloured Isabelline Wheatear, tested our identification skills! A fly past 

Curlew and a Glossy Ibis (once known as Black Curlew), were yet more new species for the week. 

 

Finally arriving on the shore of the Black Sea, a number of the group took a cooling paddle while others scanned 

the coast for wildlife finding both Great-crested and Black-necked Grebes on the sea in the process. Further out, 

several noisy Sandwich Terns attracted our attention with their rasping calls, when we spotted one was being 

chased by an Arctic Skua. This pirate of the sea chases its victim until it eventually gives up its food in an effort 

to flee the skua. 

 

Next we arrived at our picnic location, a cool, shaded woodland with views over Lake Sinoe. In the woodland 

two Common Tree Frogs sought the shade and yet more flycatchers flitted between trees. After lunch, we 

decided to walk out to the drying shoreline where a reddish haze was in fact a massive group of around 500 

Ruddy Shelduck accompanied by a hundreds of egrets and a flock of at least 60 Spoonbills. 

 

Back through Vadu and we picked up a sandy track leading to Lake Tuzla, where a Hoopoe foraged for grubs. 

At the shoreline, a few Curlew Sandpipers took flight leaving the now familiar Ruff and Wood Sandpiper busily 

feeding but the greatest surprise was a couple of Red-necked Phalaropes spinning like tops on the lake’s surface. 

A few hundred metres further on and we enjoyed a true wader fest.  On the shore several hundred 

Mediterranean Gulls made for a fine backdrop to a double-figure list of waders. A dry spit was home to a mixed 

flock of Little Ringed and Common Ringed Plovers, several Little Stint, at least three Temminck’s Stint and a 

single Dunlin. A ringing call overhead, alerted us to a three Collared Pratincoles and fuelled speculation that a 

dark looking individual was probably their Black-winged cousin that had been seen in the area in recent 

days….there’s always the ‘one that got away’! And as we looked on, a Marsh Harrier was joined by a Red-footed 

Falcon as they flew south high over the lake.  Reluctantly we headed north back to Tulcea clocking up several 

more Long-legged Buzzards and a similar number of Montagu’s Harrier, but it was a Tawny Pipit that once more 

stopped the bus in its tracks. Back at the guesthouse, we spent a very pleasant final evening reflecting on what 

had been an amazing holiday, experiencing some of Romania’s best wildlife and landscapes. 

Day 10                Monday 13th September  

Leaving the guesthouse in Tulcea, we started our final day with a visit to Denize Tepe (Hill of the Sea), an 

impressive steppe-land hill which towers over the surrounding plains, once covered by the Black Sea. On the 

approach road ten Turtle Doves paused on telegraph wires and some Crested Larks picked over the ground close 

to bushes where a few Corn Buntings perched nervously in a bush. On our arrival we scanned for a local 
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speciality, the Isabelline Wheatear and soon found a couple not far from a small group of Northern Wheatears 

also flitting over bare ground. 

A short walk was rewarded with excellent views of a Booted Eagle and a Hobby, the latter chasing a Swallow in a 

dramatic pursuit that eventually ended with the glossy migrant gripped firmly in the falcon’s talons. Bee-eaters 

passed noisily overhead, while two Tawny Pipits showed well on the track. Further on a Little Owl was the star 

bird of the morning for most, with a curious bird staring at us from a concrete tube. 

The last stop of the tour was at Lake Hasar, which was alive with a wide variety of water birds. Ducks were 

especially obvious, with Ferruginous Duck and a dozen Common Pochard joined by their Red-crested cousin. 

Other wildfowl included our first Wigeon and Pintail of the tour, perhaps a sign of a harsh winter to come! 

Along the shoreline eight Spotted Redshank, a few Little Stint and some Dunlin were joined by a handful of 

Snipe, the latter showing off their gold-spangled plumage. While more than a hundred Pygmy Cormorants 

floated with around forty Great White Pelicans on the far side of the lake. Overhead, a juvenile White-tailed 

Eagle spooked the birds below as did a swift flying Sparrowhawk. On the dusty soil once covered in water, a few 

Crested Larks scuffed along and a Yellow Wagtail chased flies disturbed by a small herd of cows. 

 

With time ticking by, we returned to the minibus and we set off towards Bucharest spotting more birds along the 

way; several Black Storks, a few Long-legged Buzzard and a nice flock of Bee-eaters. Arriving at the airport in 

good time, we said our farewells ahead of a smooth flight back to the UK. 
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Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

    September 2022 

Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Greylag Goose Anser anser       c30 1k+ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Mute Swan Cygnus olor        ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna                  ✓   

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea        c60   ✓ ✓   c700 c100 

Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata        ✓         ✓ ✓ 

Garganey Spatula querquedula          10 ✓ ✓       

Gadwall Mareca strepera           ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope                   ✓ 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos       ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Northern Pintail Anas acuta                    c10 

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca       ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina                    1 

Common Pochard Aythya ferina        ✓           ✓ 

Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca        10 c200 ✓ ✓     4 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula        ✓             

Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus       ✓             

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis         ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus         ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis                 1   

Black Stork Ciconia nigra        c100 ✓ 2 ✓ 4 ✓ 11 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia c300     1             
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    September 2022 

Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus                  1   

Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia                 c60   

Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris         1 1 1   1   

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus           2 1       

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax         c100 ✓ ✓       

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides          c40 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea         3 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Great Egret Ardea alba       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus          c400 c200 c1k c60 ✓ c40 

Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus          5 15 6   3   

Pygmy Cormorant Microcarbo pygmeus          c200 ✓ c400 ✓   c100 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus       2   2 2   2   

European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus    1   1             

Black Kite Milvus migrans 1 1             1 1 

Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus        2         1   

Lesser Spotted Eagle Clanga pomarina    1 4     1   1   1 

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus                3 3 2 

Levant Sparrowhawk Accipiter brevipes                1     

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 2 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   1   

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 3 1 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus                ? 1   
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    September 2022 

Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus                1 6   

White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla         20+ 14+ 20+   c10 1 

Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus       3       c20 c10 ✓ 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus             h       

Little Crake Porzana parva          1 2         

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus         ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus       ✓         ✓ 1 

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta                  c150   

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus          ✓ ✓ ✓   c40 ✓ 

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula                 c10   

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius                 c20 2 

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago       ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa         2   12   ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata                 1   

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus              4   6 8 

Common Redshank Tringa totanus                 2   

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis                  1   

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia          c10   4 1 c10   

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus          ✓     1 1   

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola          ✓ c20 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos        3 ✓       1   

Little Stint Calidris minuta                  8 5 
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    September 2022 

Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii                  3   

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea                  3   

Dunlin Calidris alpina       1         1 5 

Ruff Calidris pugnax        c15 ✓       c60 ✓ 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus                 2   

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola                 8   

Black-winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni                  1?   

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus        ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus                  1   

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus                  c700   

Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans        ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis       100?             

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica                 6   

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia          14 ✓ ✓   2   

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis                  6   

Common Tern Sterna hirundo         ✓ ✓ ✓       

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida         ✓ ✓ ✓       

Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus                 1   

Rock Dove Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓   

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur       ✓       3 ✓ c10 

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus         1           

Tawny Owl Strix aluco           h         
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    September 2022 

Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Little Owl Athene noctua   h       h   h 1 1 

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba   3 1               

Common Swift Apus apus       1             

European Roller Coracias garrulus       4 6   1 12 2 3 

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster    h   ✓ c60 ✓ c100 c100 c100 ✓ 

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops         1     1 3   

Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocoptes medius         3   2 6     

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dryobates minor         2 2 1       

Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopos syriacus               2   h? 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major   ✓   2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius   h     1 1 1       

European Green Woodpecker Picus viridis     h         1     

Grey-headed Woodpecker Picus canus         4 2 1       

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus                  c15   

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo 1 1     8 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus       1     1       

Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor   2                 

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus          3 2       1 

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius   ✓ ✓         ✓     

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Spotted Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes   c10 c10               
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    September 2022 

Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Rook Corvus frugilegus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

Hooded Crow Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Northern Raven Corvus corax ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓   

Coal Tit Periparus ater   ✓ ✓ ✓             

European Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus   h h               

Sombre Tit Poecile lugubris               2     

Marsh Tit Poecile palustris   ✓ ✓         ✓     

Willow Tit Poecile montanus   h                 

Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

Great Tit Parus major   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus         3 7 5   h   

Crested Lark Galerida cristata       5       ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra                 5   

Sand Martin Riparia riparia         ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris    4                 

Common House Martin Delichon urbicum   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus     h   ✓ ✓ ✓       

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓     

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix    2                 

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus             1       

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus         1   1       
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    September 2022 

Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus         1   1       

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina    2                 

Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   ✓     ✓     ✓ ✓   

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin               1     

Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca   1   1       2 1   

Common Whitethroat Curruca communis   1             1   

Goldcrest Regulus regulus     ✓               

Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓                 

Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea   ✓   ✓       ✓     

Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris     ✓               

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Blackbird Turdus merula   ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓     

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris    ✓ ✓ ✓             

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   ✓     ✓     ✓     

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus ✓                   

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata   8 ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

European Robin Erithacus rubecula     1               

Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia          1           

European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca     1       1       

Semi-collared Flycatcher Ficedula semitorquata               1     

Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva          2 1 1 5 3   

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   ✓ ✓ ✓         ✓   

Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus         1     1     

Common Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis                2     
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    September 2022 

Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra    c10 12 ✓ 1       c30 ✓ 

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe         4       6 ✓ 

Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina                  6 c10 

White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus   1                 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus       ✓ c100   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava       ✓         ✓ ✓ 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓     

White Wagtail Motacilla alba     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris                  1 3 

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis     ✓         ✓ ✓   

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes               8     

European Greenfinch Chloris chloris               ✓     

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   ✓     ✓           

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra               1 3 6 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella     4           ✓   

 
Other vertebrates 
 

Common name Scientific name  

MAMMALS:     

European Mole Talpa caucasica ✓ 

Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus ? 

European Brown Bear Ursus arctos arctos 12 

Beech or Stone Marten Martes foina D 
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Common name Scientific name  

MAMMALS:     

European Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 2 

Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris ✓ 

European Souslik Spermophilus citellus ✓ 

Chamois Rupicapra rupicapra 2 

Otter Lutra lutra D 

      

AMPHIBIANS & REPTILES:     

European Tree Frog Hyla orientalis ✓ 

Agile Frog Rana dalmatina ✓ 

Edible Frog Rana kl. esculenta ✓ 

Marsh Frog Rana ridibundus ✓ 

Spur-thighed Tortoise Testudo graeca ✓ 

Balkan Wall Lizard Podachis tauricus ✓ 

Grass Snake Natrix natrix persa ✓ 

Slow Worm Anguis fragilis D 

 

 

Butterflies 
 
 

Common name Scientific name 

Large White Pieris brassicae  

Small White Pieris rapae 

Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa 

Clouded Yellow Colias crocea 

Lesser Fiery Copper Lycaena thersamon 

Little Blue Cupido minimus 

Brown Argus Aricia agestis 

Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 
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Common name Scientific name 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui  

Comma Butterfly Polygonum c-album  

Cardinal Fritillary Argynnis pandora 

Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia 

Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia 

Weaver's Fritillary Clossiana dia 

Eastern Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea ornata 

Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia 

Woodland Grayling Hipparchia fagi 

Grayling Hipparchia semele 

Great Banded Grayling Kanetisa circe 

Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops 

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus  

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria tircis 

Oberthur's Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus armoricanus 

Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae 

 
 

Other invertebrates 
 

Common name Scientific name 

Common Blue-tail Ischnura elegans 

Blue Hawker Aeshna cyanea 

Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta 

Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii 

Southern Darter Sympetrum meridionale 

Ruddy Darter Sympetrum sanguineum 

Nose Grasshopper Acrida ungarica 

Great Green Bush-cricket Tettigonia viridissima 

Praying Mantis Mantis religiosa 
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Plants 
 
Scientific name Common name 

    

Please Note: Nomenclature contained within this list follows the taxonomic amendments, based on 
DNA analysis, made by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and the Missouri Botanic Garden, and 
following The Plant List, an internationally accepted list of vascular plant families, published and 

maintained by these two Institutions. 

    

N.B.   

[ ] = Introduced or Planted   

    

    

PTERIDOPHYTES FERNS & ALLIES 

    

Leptosporangiate Ferns True Ferns 

    

Aspleniaceae Spleenwort family 

Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort 

    

Salviniaceae Water-fern Family 

Salvinia natans Floating Fern 

    

Thelypteridaceae Marsh Fern Family 

Thelypteris palustris Marsh Fern 

    

    

Gymnospems Pines & Allies 

    

Ephedraceae Joint Pine Family 

Ephedra distachya Sea Grape 

    

Pre-Dicots  Primitive Angiosperms 

    

Nymphaeaceae Water-lily Family 
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Scientific name Common name 

Nuphar lutea Yellow Water-lily 

Nymphaea alba White Water-lily 

    

Eu-Dicots True Dicotyledons 

    

Adoxaceae Moschatel Family 

Sambucus ebulus Dwarf Elder 

Sambucus nigra Elder 

Sambucus racemosus Red-berried Elder 

Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose 

    

Amaranthaceae Pigweed family 

Amaranthus retroflexus Common Pigweed 

Chenopodium album Fat Hen 

Salicornia europaea agg. Glasswort 

Suaeda maritima Annual Sea-blite 

    

Anacardiacae Sumach Family 

Cotinus coggygria Smoke Bush 

    

Apiaceae Carrot Family 

Astrantia major Masterwort 

Berula erecta Lesser Water-parsnip 

Eryngium campestre Field Eryngo 

Eryngium maritimum Sea Holly 

Pastinaca sativa Wild Parsnip 

Peucedanum carvifolia - 

    

Araliaceae Ivy Family 

Hedera helix Common Ivy 

    

Balsaminaceae Balsam Family 

Impatiens noli-tangere Touch-me-not 
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Scientific name Common name 

    

Betulaceae Birch Family 

Carpinus orientalis Oriental Hornbeam 

    

Boraginaceae Borage Family 

Anchusa azurea Garden Anchusa 

Cerinthe minor Lesser Honeywort 

Echium italicum - 

Echium vulgare Viper's-bugloss 

Heliotropium europaeum Heliotrope 

    

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family 

Berteroa incana Hoary Alison 

Cakile maritima Sea Rocket 

Lunaria redivida Perennial Honesty 

    

Campanulaceae Bellflower Family 

Campanula carpatica Carpathian Bellflower 

Campanula patula subsp.abietina - 

Campanula rapunculus Rampion Bellflower 

Campanula rapunculoides Creeping Bellflower 

Campanula rotundifolia Harebell 

Campanula trachelium Nettle-leaved Bellflower 

    

Cannabaceae Cannabis Family 

Cannabis sativa Cannabis or Hemp 

    

Caprifoliaceae Honeysuckle Family 

Cephalaria radiata - 

Dipsacus pilosus Small Teasel 

Scabiosa ochroleuca Yellow Scabious 

Scabiosa pallida - 
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Scientific name Common name 

Caryophyllaceae Pink Family 

Dianthus carthusianorum Carthusian Pink 

Dianthus pseudoarenaria - 

Moehringia crisebachii - 

Saponaria officinalis Soapwort 

Silene nutans Nottingham Catchfly 

Silene rupestris Rock Catchfly 

Spergularia maritima Sea Spurry 

    

Ceratophyllaceae Hornwort Family 

Ceratophyllum demersum Rigid Hornwort 

    

Compositae (Asteraceae) Daisy Family 

Achillea millefolium Yarrow 

Arctium tomentosum - 

Aster amellus - 

Bellidiastrum michelii False Aster 

Carduus crispus Welted Thistle 

Carduus defloratus - 

Carduus pullata - 

Carthamus lanatus Downy Safflower 

Centaurea arenaria - 

Centaurea diffusa - 

Centaurea pseudophrygia Wig Knapweed 

Centaurea orientalis - 

Cenraurea solstitialis Yellow Star Thistle 

Cichorium intybus Chicory 

Cirsium erisithales Yellow Melancholy Thistle 

Cirsium oleraceum Cabbage Thistle 

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle 

Echinops ruthenicus - 

Erigeron annuus - 

Inula helenium Elecampane 
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Scientific name Common name 

Leontopodium nivalis subsp. alpina Edelweiss 

Leucanthimum vulgare Ox-eye Daisy 

Onopordum acanthium Cotton Thistle 

Senecio ovatus - 

Serratula tinctoria Saw-wort 

Sonchus palustris Marsh Sow-thistle 

Tanacetum vulgare Tansy 

Telekia speciosa - 

Xanthium italicum - 

Xanthium spinosum Spiny Cocklebur 

Xeranthemum annuum - 

    

Convolvulaceae Bindweed Family 

Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed 

Cuscuta campestris Yellow Dodder 

    

Cornaceae Dogwood Family 

Cornus mas Cornelian Cherry 

Cornus sanguineus Dogwood 

    

Crassulaceae Stonecrop Family 

Sedum hispanicum - 

Sedum telephium Orpine 

    

Elaeagnaceae Sea-buckthorn Family 

Elaeagnus angustifolius Russian Olive 

    

Euphorbiaceae Spurge Family 

Euphorbia paralias Sea Spurge 

    

Fagaceae Beech & Oak Family 

Quercus pedunculifolia - 

Quercus pubescens Downy Oak 
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Scientific name Common name 

    

Gentianaceae Gentian Family 

Centaurium pulchellum Lesser Centaury 

Gentiana asclepiadea Willow Gentian 

    

Geraniaceae Geranium Family 

Geranium phaeum Dusky Crane's-bill 

Geranium pratense Meadow Crane's-bill 

Geranium robertianum Herb Robert 

    

Lamiaceae Mint family 

Ajuga chamaepitys Ground Pine 

Betonica officinalis Betony 

Galeopsis bifida Bifid Common Hemp-nettle 

Galeopsis speciosa Large-flowered Hemp-nettle 

Lamium album White Dead-nettle 

Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort 

Marrubium peregrinum - 

Mentha aquatica Water Mint 

Mentha pulegium Pennyroyal 

Salvia glutinosa - 

Salvia nemorosa Woodland Sage 

Salvia nemorosa subsp. babadagensis Babadag Sage 

Salvia verticillata Whorled Clary 

Salvia transsylvanica - 

Stachys palustris Marsh Woundwort 

Stachys recta Yellow-woundwort 

Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort 

Teucrium polium Felty Germander 

Thymus pannonica - 

Thymus zygoides - 

    

Lentibulariaceae Bladderwort Family 
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Scientific name Common name 

Utricularia vulgaris Greater Bladderwort 

    

Legouminosae (Fabaceae) Pea family 

Amorpha fruticosa Desert False Indigo 

Galega officinalis Goat's-rue 

Medicago sativa subsp. falcata Sickle Medick 

Ononis arvensis a Restharrow 

Securigaria varia Crown Vetch 

Trifolium fragiferum Strawberry Clover 

Trifolium montanum Mountain Clover 

Vicia villosa a fodder Vetch 

    

Lentibulariaceae Bladderwort Family 

Utricularia vulgaris a Bladderwort 

    

Linaceae Flax Family 

Linum austriacum a Perennial Flax 

Linum tenuifloium - 

    

Loranthaceae Mistletoe Family 

Loranthus europaeus European Loranth 

    

Lythraceae Purple-loosestrife Family 

Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife 

[Trapa natans] Water Caltrop 

    

Malvaceae Mallow Family 

Althaea officinalis Marsh-mallow 

Hibiscus trionum Bladder Ketmia 

Malva pusilla Dwarf Mallow 

Tilia tomentosa Silver Lime 

    

Menyanthaceae Bogbean Family 
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Scientific name Common name 

Nymphoides peltata Fringed Water-lily 

    

Oleaceae Olive Family 

Fraxinus ornus Manna or Flowering Ash 

Fraxinus pensylvanica Red Ash 

Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet 

    

Orobanchaceae Broomrape Family 

Melampyrum bihariense a Cow-wheat 

    

Parnassiaceae Grass-of-Parnassus Family 

Parnassia palustris Grass-of-Parnassus 

    

Plantaginaceae Plantain Family 

Digitalis lanata Woolly Foxglove 

Linaria genistifolia a Toadflax 

Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax 

Veronica beccabunga Brooklime 

Veronica spicata Spiked Speedwell 

    

Primulaceae Primrose Family 

Lysimachia vulgaris Yellow Loosestrife 

    

Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family 

Aconitum moldavicum - 

Aconitum vulparia Wolf's-bane 

Clematis integrifolia a Clematis 

Consolida regalis Forking Larkspur 

Delphinium elatum Alpine Delphinium 

Nigella arvensis a Love-in-the-Mist 

Ranunculus lingua Greater Spearwort 

    

Resedaceae Mignonette Family 
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Reseda lutea Mignonette 

    

Roseaceae Rose Family 

Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony 

Cydonia oblonga Quince 

Pyrus pyraster Wild Pear 

  
 

Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family 

Galium rubioides - 

    

Salicaceae Willow Family 

Populus alba White Poplar 

Populus x canadensis Hybrid Black Poplar 

Salix alba White Willow 

Salix cinerea Grey Willow 

  
 

Sapindaceae Maple Family 

Acer campestre Field Maple 

    

Saxifragaceae Saxifrage Family 

Saxifraga corymbosa - 

Saxifraga cunefolia Spoon-leaved Saxifrage 

    

Solanaceae Nightshade Family 

Datura stramonium Thorn-apple 

Solanum dulcamara Woody Nightshade 

Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade 

    

Urticaceae Nettle Family 

Urtica dioica Common Nettle 

    

Verbenaceae Vervain Family 

Verbena officinalis Vervain 
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Violaceae Violet Family 

Viola suavis Russian Violet 

Viola tricolor agg. Heartsease 

    

Vitaceae Grape-vine Family 

Vitis sylvestris Eurasian Wild Grape 

    

Zygophyllaceae Calphrop Family 

Tribulus terrestris - 

    

    

Monocots Monocotyledons 

    

Alismataceae Water-plantain Family 

Sagittaria sagittifolia Arrowhead 

    

Amaryllidaceae Daffodil Family 

Allium oleraceum Field Garlic 

    

Araceae Lords-and-Ladies Family 

Lemna trisulca Ivy-leaved Duckweed 

    

Butomaceae Flowering-rush Family 

Butomus umbellatus Fl;owering-rush 

    

Cyperaceae Sedge Family 

Schoenoplectus lacustris Common Club-rush 

    

Hydrocharitaceae Frogbit Family 

Hydrocharis morsus-ranae Frogbit 

Stratiotes aloides Water-soldier 

    

Juncaceae Rush Family 

Juncus acutus Sharp Rush 
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Melanthiaceae Herb Paris Family 

Veratrum album White False Helleborine 

  
 

Poaceae Grass Family 

Cynodon dactylon Bermuda Grass 

Koeleria lobata a Hair-grass 

Leymus racemosus a Lyme Grass 

Melica ciliata - 

Phragmites australis Common Reed 

    

Potamogetaceae Pondweed Family 

Groenlandia densa Opposite-leaved Pondweed 

Potamogeton crispus Curled Pondweed 

Potamogeton natans Broad-leaved Pondweed 

Potamogeton perfoliatus Perfoliate-leaved Pondweed 

Potamogeton polygonifolius Bog Pondweed 

    

Typhaceae Bulrush Family 

Typha angustifolia Lesser Bulrush 

Typha latifolia Bulrush 

 


