
 

Romania’s Danube Delta & 
Carpathian Mountains 
Naturetrek Tour Report   29th April – 9th May 2023 

 

 

 
Naturetrek Mingledown Barn Wolf's Lane Chawton Alton Hampshire GU34 3HJ UK 

 T: +44 (0)1962 733051  

 E: info@naturetrek.co.uk W: www.naturetrek.co.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tour report by Andy Bunten and images by Roy Fenton and David Huntbatch 

 

 

White Pelicans Montagu’s Harrier 

Brown Bear Spoonbill and Squacco Herons 





Tour Report Romania’s Danube Delta & Carpathian Mountains 

 

 

© Naturetrek July 22 1 
 

Tour participants: Andy Bunten and Christian Sandu (leaders) with 13 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1                                                                                 Saturday 29th April 

Our flight from London Heathrow airport was on time and fortunately all very uneventful. We reached Bucharest 
at around 20.00 and emerged from the airport looking forward to our adventures in Romania.  
 
We were greeted by our local guide Christian and our excellent driver Stolli and set off in the gathering darkness 
for the Carpathian Mountains, travelling through the flat agricultural zones with the landscape slowly changing 
from low hills to more mountainous country. 
 
We had a brief stop for refreshments before setting off again and finally arriving at a little after midnight. 
 
Even in our tired state we could see what a wonderful guest house this was as we collapsed into our rooms after a 
long day’s travelling. 

Day 2                                                                                   Sunday 30th April 

We arose feeling a lot more refreshed the following morning for a wonderful breakfast spread and to the 
accompaniment of Tree Sparrows and Black Redstarts coming from the garden and courtyard outside. 
 
Then, after breakfast, we headed off to the dramatic Zarnesti gorge within the twenty-mile limestone ridge of 
Piatra Craiului National Park. 
 
As we entered the park with a stream to our left, we searched for White-throated Dipper and sure enough there 
was an exceptionally obliging bird, right alongside the left side of the bus – fortunately allowing everyone to have 
a really good view. A little later another denizen of the fast-flowing streams, Grey Wagtail, also appeared perched 
low in a spruce tree. The gorge was extraordinarily busy and, of course, we realized that this was not only a Sunday 
but a bank holiday weekend as well. We’d never experienced so many cars, walkers and cyclists before. 
 
Nothing daunted we walked slowly up this spectacular gorge with Marsh Marigolds, as rich yellow as butter, 
growing by the stream and the equally as attractive Yellow Anemones were also in flower. Their cousin, the Wood 
Anemone, was also in abundance together with the delicate white flowered Wood Sorrel. We found Great and 
Blue Tits searching around for insects in the trees and then a pair of Marsh Tits also appeared hunting though the 
emerging birch foliage. The limestone walls in this impressive gorge towered above us as we walked though the 
narrow passage finding that most attractive of plants, Alpine Snowbells, with their delightful purple dissected 
flowers. A pair of Common Kestrels zipped around above us occasionally joined by more somber croaking 
Northern Ravens and with Crag Martins higher still above the plateau. 
 
Then Cristian’s sharp eyes spotted a small bird, high up, fluttering over with a butterfly-like flight. Wallcreeper! 
The bird was distant, but we had a good view of this very distinctive flight silhouette and pattern. 
 
With the crowds we really didn’t think we’d find the bird again but better was to come as higher up the gorge near 
a previous year’s nesting site, a gorgeous male Wallcreeper landed on the limestone wall right in front of us. We 
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had fabulous views of this individual as it searched around the slab of rock, flicking its wings as it moved from 
place to place. 
 
Definitely a zenith and fittingly it was time to turn round and make our way back through the throngs of dog 
walkers and perspiring runners back to our coach and thence to our hotel for lunch. 
 
After a lovely lunch we collected our sandwiches for later and headed to the Sinca Noua Valley where we were 
ultimately aiming to go to see Brown Bears 
 
First though we had a bit of a walk along this attractive low valley area quickly finding a pair of Lesser Spotted 
Eagles, one of which took off from a field close to us before gaining height and soaring overhead. The light was 
ideal, and we were able to see its plumage -lighter in the front and darker to the rear – as well as the distinctive 
flatness of the wings as it circled around. The arrival of an irate Common Buzzard gave us good size comparison 
before a second eagle joined the group. On a low bush some 150 yards away, a Red-backed Shrike appeared and 
gallantly waited until everyone had a view through the telescope of this very smart bird. Chiffchaffs and Common 
Cuckoos called, and Brimstones and Orange-tips fluttered around as we drove to collect the warden for the finale 
of our day – the bear hide! 
 
We entered the hide with Brown Bears already in the area and settled down to watch as more bears joined. Over 
the next hour and a half, we saw at least six Bears including two very large dark males and some slightly more 
nervous smaller females. 
 
The journey back took us around an hour and a half, and we were ready for a quick beer, or cup of tea, and a 
discussion of what had been a wonderful day before we headed off to bed. 

Day 3                      Monday 1st May 

It was still and somewhat misty this morning as the bells rang out and roosters crowed. Garden Warblers and Black 
Redstarts were singing in the garden and Tree Sparrows hopped around the low orchard trees. 
 
We had our usual lovely and very filling breakfast before setting out on today’s trip – to Coltul Chiliilor monastery 
in the foothills of Piatra Craiului National Park. As we emerged from the bus, we could hear a vigorous 
Yellowhammer calling away but for some reason we couldn’t find it. We continued steadily uphill with a Common 
Cuckoo calling from the valley below and Common Buzzards overhead. We heard a Tree Pipit’s distinctive song 
and finally located it on top of a distant Spruce. 
 
The weather became warmer and sunnier, and the profusion of Cowslips and Violets was breathtaking in these 
wonderful old grasslands. Every bush seemed to have something of interest, a Common Redstart here, a calling 
Marsh Tit there and a confiding Lesser Whitethroat in the next layer of shrubs. Grey-headed Woodpecker joined 
the calls of Green Woodpecker and a Common Firecrest appeared giving us good views of his well-marked head. 
Our footsteps on the abundant Thyme threw up wonderful scents as we continued our gradual ascent. 
 
A Crested Tit suddenly appeared at head height, and we could see it had a beak full of insects. Untroubled by our 
presence it moved around the nearby Birch trees with their emerging leaves before dropping back down again at 
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our eye level and disappearing into a low rotten Birch stump some four feet high. A nest! One of us had a very 
quick look in to see hungry baby heads gaping upwards, eager for their next feed, so we quickly left to ensure we 
didn’t cause any disturbance. 
 
More feeding signs came later as we found a seething colony of ants by a tree that had obviously suffered some 
recent damage. We guessed the work of a Black Woodpecker. 
 
The path split by a lovely Cherry tree covered in blossom and there, only 15 foot up, was a splendid Camberwell 
Beauty. A beauty indeed and we watched it for a good 15 minutes – even being able to get the telescope onto it 
for real close-up views. 
 
We emerged into a clearing where we heard the distinctive ringing call of a Black Woodpecker and the equally 
distinctive, though quieter, call of a Common Firecrest. Tree Pipits, Chiffchaffs and Common Cuckoos were all 
calling strongly and a few of the group saw the Black Woodpecker as it flew behind a group of large Spruce trees. 
 
More Cowslips covered the grassy banks and with them were a number of larger, paler Oxlips and the damper 
areas had stunning arrays of deep orange-yellow Marsh Marigolds. We also noticed a nice Elder-flowered Orchid. 
This really was a magnificent area to be walking in. 
 
We reached the monastery area and took a walk to the cave retreat – hearing Bullfinch as we did so – before finding 
a good shady area in which to have our well-earned lunch. 
 
We had only just started our descent before a female Pied Flycatcher appeared in a bush in front of us eventually 
affording reasonable views as it quietly went about its business. The Marsh Marigolds, Yellow Anemones, Cowslips 
and Oxlips once again shone in the sun as we negotiated the extremely rutted track. 
 
Back at the bus we drove the short distance to the café opposite the visitor centre for a stop for coffee and facilities. 
Then we made our way through Bran to overlook the spectacular Cheia Valley and see the snow-covered 
mountains of the two national parks either side of us. 
 
Into Bran itself, a few people decided to visit the castle while the rest wandered around this busy town finding 
Fieldfares searching for worms in the local park and admiring a pair of bill-clattering White Storks in a town centre 
nest. 
 
Then back to guest house for another lovely meal and to finally get down to doing our trip lists. 

Day 4                                                                                    Tuesday 2nd May 

Another gorgeous day dawned with the 7 am bells from the church encouraging the dogs into action. The Black 
Redstarts and Tree Sparrows were also awake in the lovely, if chilly, sunshine. Today was basically a long transfer 
day so we set off at 08.30 towards the delta. 
 
After an hour or so we arrived at the ski resort of Sinaia and walked up the road towards the summer palace of the 
royals. Common Swifts zipped about screaming and Common Chaffinches and Eurasian Wrens were singing from 
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the surrounding beech woodlands. Two Common Firecrests were searching through low vegetation giving us 
excellent views of their striking face patterns and a Great Spotted Woodpecker flew past, landed and promptly 
disappeared again. While we watched an incredibly close Great Tit visit the nest in the road edge wall a Collared 
Flycatcher came into a nearby Beech tree. It was elusive at first but both it and a mate gradually became more 
apparent and eventually we had good views of this beautiful bird. Easier to see were some lovely Marsh and Coal 
Tits which performed wonderfully for us just close to. 
 
The castle itself was very impressive and must have been a wonderful place to place to chill out on a sunny summer 
day. We could all imagine the G&T in the garden. 
 
Back in the real world a Dipper zipped down the stream and a very vocal Lesser Whitethroat sang vigorously in a 
nearby Spruce. 
 
We continued our way south east towards Buzau with various crows, Yellow Wagtails and Common Buzzards 
being seen 
 
At around 13.45 we stopped for lunch at a magical little wetland near Amaru. 
 
It was little like stepping into an oasis from a desert. A Common Cuckoo flew past, a Western Marsh Harrier 
drifted across the sky, a dozen or so Great Egrets flew past with Little Egrets, Eurasian Spoonbills and Glossy 
Ibises! There were birds everywhere – twenty or so Whiskered Terns, a couple of Wood Sandpipers, a Greenshank, 
Great Reed and Reed Warbler singing. And what was that? Yes, a Savi’s Warbler with its reeling song! It was 
amazing and new birds kept appearing – a flock of Ruff, some Pied Avocets, Purple Herons, Grey Herons, a 
distant Collared Pratincole and Wood Sandpipers. 
 
A wonderful lunch stop, but then we had to keep going as we’d still a long way to go. 
 
The rest of the journey took us further south east and as we drove, we picked up Mute Swan more Western Marsh 
Harriers and a very nice Hoopoe before we arrived at Tulcea to board our wonderful floating hotel. 
 
A warm welcome and a lovely meal later we decided to postpone today’s list to tomorrow an relax on our first 
night on this delta magic adventure. 

Day 5                                                                               Wednesday 3rd May 

 
The day dawned beautifully with crystal clear skies and warm sun though still with a distinct chilly wind. 
 
After breakfast we headed off into the delta on the smaller boat soon moving from the main channel into a smaller 
one and quickly seeing the first of many gorgeous Common Kingfishers – electric blue as they whizzed passed us. 
 
We did well with woodpeckers as Wrynecks called from the trees together with calling, and drumming, Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker and calling Grey-headed – a bird we saw later as one flew over the boat. 
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The early part of the channel held good numbers of Thrush Nightingale with the loud song resonating in our ears. 
A Black Stork soared overhead quickly followed by two fabulous White-tailed Eagles – one in full adult plumage 
and the other nearly so. Wood Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat, Garden Warblers and Chiffchaffs all sang from the 
bankside vegetation competing with the almost deafening calls from Marsh Frogs and the more subtle calls of 
Fire-bellied Toads. 
 
We drifted silently in the sunshine for a while listening to the song and hearing the harsher calls of the Whiskered 
Terns that flew overhead. A male Common Redstart posed beautifully on the top of a large Willow Tree and higher 
in the sky both Dalmatian and White Pelican soared overhead allowing a good comparison between the two. 
 
All sorts of things were crossing the waterways – Common Cuckoos, a Eurasian Hobby, Pygmy Cormorants, 
Goldeneye, Greylag Geese and Ferruginous Ducks. We added Black Woodpecker to our woodpecker list and then, 
entering a small temporary lake, found both Red-necked and Great Crested Grebe as well as more Goldeneye, 
large numbers of Whiskered Terns and a few Common Terns. 
 
We moved in towards a lively nesting colony with Eurasian Spoonbills, Great Cormorants and Black-crowned 
Night Herons. 
 
We continued along Channel 36 with more views of Pygmy Cormorants, Glossy Ibis, Whiskered Terns and various 
pelicans before coming to a short halt and in the shut-off-engine quiet listened to simultaneous songs of Lesser 
Whitethroat, Common Cuckoo, Common Redstart, Chaffinch, Common Nightingale, Savi’s and Great Reed 
Warblers. A Red-backed Shrike perched perfectly on top of a dead tree and another White-tailed Eagle appeared, 
soaring high overhead. 
 
We headed into Lake Furtuna where the cool wind had us zipping up our jackets and donning warm hats as we 
crossed this quite extensive area of open water. 
 
Through this lake we had another little period of avian activity with calling Bearded Reedling, a male Whinchat on 
a nearby bush, a calling Grey-headed woodpecker, which flew overhead, a handful of Stock Doves, some Glossy 
Ibis and a Spotted Redshank which rose calling from a ditch and fled away north. Observant non-sky directed eyes 
saw a small Grass Snake swimming in front of the boat with, about 10 minutes later, a rather larger Dice Snake 
doing the same and only just missing out on being caught up in our mechanisms. 
 
Our potential bird of the day was next with a fabulous European Roller perched in a nearby leafless tree giving us 
all excellent views of its blue and chestnut plumage. A minute or so later it flew across the river and stayed again 
close to us in a small tree but this time with a Eurasian Hoopoe feeding busily on the ground beneath it 
 
This was a fitting finale for the morning, and we returned to the ‘floatel’ at around 14.00 for our very welcome 
lunch of Sarmalute (stuffed vine leaves) whilst watching for wildlife from the panoramic windows. 
 
At 16.30 we headed out again to cruise through the channels in the lovely warm sun.  
 
Our usual friends of egrets, cormorants, terns, warblers were all out to play and entertain us as before. We had 
even better views of Red-necked Grebe this afternoon with one bird which half swam half flew passed us giving 
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us wonderful views of the white on its wings and the lovely colour of the neck. Male and female Western Marsh 
Harriers glided over nearby reeds, and we were hearing both Penduline Tit and Bearded Reedling – though not 
able to see either sadly. 
 
Common Cuckoos, Black-crowned Night Herons, Ferruginous Ducks and an excellent view of a male Grey-
headed Woodpecker concluded our afternoon sojourn and we returned to the mother ship in time for a shower 
and a pre-prandial while listening to Thrush Nightingale, Savi’s Warbler and booming Eurasian Bittern before 
diving into another really lovely meal on this most excellent of vessels. 

Day 6                                                                                   Thursday 4th May 

The early morning birders had a wonderful time with Grey-headed Woodpecker very nearby, Thrush Nightingale 
in good song and constantly calling Eurasian Hoopoes and Common Cuckoos. Two White and two Dalmatian 
Pelicans, flying together, drifted passed giving a wonderful opportunity for comparison – further improved as a 
Dalmatian Pelican slowly drifted passed the boat. A Golden Oriole called, unseen of course, from a nearby Willow 
tree as a lovely male Garganey dropped in across the river and a couple of European Bittern commenced booming 
across the reeds. 
 
Just before breakfast, three Bearded Tits flew over our shoulders and into the reeds as we climbed down the stairs 
and into another lovely breakfast. 
 
After breakfast, we headed off in the small boat to the village of Caraorman, to a glass factory that was never 
completed when the Ceausescu regime collapsed in 1989. Now abandoned it has left a mosaic of half empty 
buildings and a series of freshwater pools within the sand on the edge of the village creating a perfect habitat for 
waders. 
 
As we approached the island we noticed a small number of hovering Red-footed Falcons and numerous occupied 
White Stork nests. Marsh Frogs were calling incessantly, and a Eurasian Hoopoe was following suit as we walked 
around the pools. Two fabulous European Rollers were low in a bush and Northern Wheatears were popping up 
on various low rocks and mounds. A juvenile White-tailed Eagle flew impressively overhead as we noticed various 
Northern lapwing, Shelduck and Black-tailed Godwits. A bushy ridge between pools produced a lovely male 
Whinchat, female Common Redstart and female Pied Flycatcher. On the pools area we found a very impressive 
adult Pallas’s Gull dwarfing two flanking Caspian Gulls as well as Ruffs, Gadwall, Wood Sandpipers and Little 
Ringed Plovers. 
 
Further round the site we found a small group of Little Stints and a fabulously charcoal Spotted Redshank plus a 
couple of gorgeous European Bee-eaters which landed on the grassy bank long enough to see them through the 
telescope. 
 
Our walk back to the boat produced a Little Owl lurking in the derelict buildings and a small flock of lovely Curlew 
Sandpipers, one of which was moving into its rich breeding plumage. Our last sighting before casting off was a 
European Pond Turtle sunning itself on a large water pipe. 
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Our trip back to the ‘floatel’ gave us more wonderful views of Eurasian Spoonbill, various egrets, Squacco Herons 
and both Dalmatian and White Pelican. We found a huge White-tailed Eagle in a tree and a smaller, but just as 
lovely, Penduline Tit’s nest dangling perfectly from a willow. Purple Herons were regular sightings now and a 
female Bearded Tit dashed alongside our boat while a huge dead fish on a bank had both a Northern Raven and a 
Caspian Gull in deep dispute. 
 
A lovely lunch at the hotel boat was followed by a short journey to our next destination and an exploration of a 
series of lakes within the delta north of Crisan. The bank sides seemed full of Common Redstarts, Garden 
Warblers, Lesser Whitethroats and Chiffchaffs and we found our first Spotted Flycatcher doing its classical figure 
of eight sortie from a low perch. 
 
Eurasian Hobbies were almost common now perched slenderly on the tops of leafless trees while Grey-headed 
Woodpeckers called and occasionally gave excellent views as they flew into old dead treetops. An adult White-
tailed Eagle tried to dry its wings under Hooded Crow bombardment as we drifted close to it before we came 
across a few huge flocks of mixed marsh terns. We then had great fund being surrounded by Whiskered, Black 
and White-winged Terns as they swirled and dived around the boat giving us a great opportunity to see the 
differences between these lovely birds. 
 
We drifted through these fabulous lakes with the vast numbers of emerging Water Soldiers and lilies with frogs 
just about everywhere until we returned to our mother ship for yet another magnificent meal during a perfect 
sunset. 

Day 7                                                                                         Friday 5th May 

An early group enjoyed some lovely birds from the roof our floating hotel this morning. The weather was sunny 
and clear as Eurasian Bitterns boomed, a Thrush Nightingale sang loudly behind our floating hotel and both Great 
and Common Reed Warbler could be heard from the surrounding reed beds. We were able to get the telescope 
onto a singing Savi’s Warbler and could see it turning its head to left and right as it produced its reeling song. 
Added to this was our, by now, usual assemblage of marsh terns, egrets, herons and pelicans. 
 
After breakfast on our morning boat trip, we encountered the expected large numbers of Western Marsh Harriers, 
European Hobbies, Common Kestrels and a handful of huge, glorious White-tailed Eagles but added the less usual 
Peregrine and the raptor of the day a beautiful male Montagu’s Harrier that glided directly overhead. 
 
The narrow channels were full of Water Soldier, Water Lilies and red, emerging, Water Mint and seemed equally 
full of Squacco Herons with Purple Herons lunging out of the bankside vegetation at regular intervals. We stopped 
in one channel to do some frog spotting and Cristian lured some to leap hopefully for food by dangling a red bottle 
stop in front of them with a fishing line. 
 
A Golden Oriole flew across in front of us and, as normal, Common Cuckoos were just about everywhere. Ever 
larger groups of soaring pelicans were overhead as these birds picked up thermals to move to different feeding 
grounds. Mostly these were White Pelicans but here and there would be Dalmatians giving us more opportunities 
to see the difference between the smart black-and-white White, and the duller, greyer Dalmatian. The occasional 
European Pond Turtle slid quickly into the water as we approached and our first Common Kingfisher for a while 
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sped in front of us as we approached an open area of wet grassland with cows grazing. Here we entered wader 
heaven with our first Green Sandpiper zipping up from the bankside followed by a dozen or more Wood 
Sandpipers. Out amongst the cattle small flocks of Ruff, Wood Sandpipers, Black-tailed Godwits and wonderfully 
plumaged Spotted Redshanks fed around the edges of the small pools.  
 
Our next stopping point, which had a couple of curly-haired pigs rootling about, also produced a number of these 
lovely waders with the addition of a pair of European Rollers, revealing their turquoise upper wing coverts, 
contrasting with black primaries and reddish brown back, and Common Greenshank and then our best view yet 
of a calling Penduline Tit perched up on top of a reed. 
 
A Black Woodpecker flew into a tangle of old trees and allowed the brief view as it perched before it was off again. 
 
We too were off to our ’Floatel’ with the calls of Fire-bellied Toads and Marsh Frogs emanating from the 
surrounding habitats, more soaring pelicans on their way to feed and a brilliant Common Redstart declaring its 
territory from the top of a large dead Willow. 
 
We’d had an action-packed morning but were still back in good time for lunch and spent the afternoon on the 
hotel boat slowly making our way back to Tulcea, enjoying the afternoon’s hot sun and casual repetition of the 
delta’s more prominent bird life as we basked on the roof of the hotel.  
 
An evening walk in Tulcea enabled us to see at close hand this important tourist town and for some wine to be 
purchased for those at home.  

Day 8                                                                                    Saturday 6th May 

We arose in glorious sunshine from our last night on the floating hotel with the constant chatter of Barn Swallows 
and Black-headed and Caspian Gulls squabbling over food in the fast-flowing river. 

Then it was onto the bus again and off into the Babadag region on our way to the Black Sea and our first stop in 
Babadag Forest.  

We found a young Green Lizard and a few scuttling Balkan Wall Lizards, but reptile prize of the day went to a 
wonderful Grass Snake that was easily over four foot long and became longer as the day went on. 

Ortolan Buntings were calling regularly and eventually we caught up with one on an Oak tree and were able to get 
the telescope on it so everyone could have a great view of this lovely bird. 

The main interest in the forest was flowers with great shows of Spiked Speedwells, delicate blue Rampions and 
Dwarf Iris with Nodding Sage in profusion plus a single beautiful Solomons Seal hung its flowers gently over the 
meadow. 

The orchids stole the show though, Lady Orchids dominated in bold spikes, but Three-toothed and Green Winged 
Orchid were also frequent. We found a nice Monkey Orchid as we made our way back to the bus and a Scarce 
Swallowtail put in an appearance flying strongly passed us. 
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We continued down to the Black Sea coast with Western Marsh Harriers, Northern Wheatears, Corn Buntings, 
and an occasional Calandra Lark, being seen en route. European Rollers flew passed too and we were delighted to 
find two Turtle Doves feeding in a field. 

We stopped at pools next to the closed lithium factory in Vadu, close to the Black Sea, which was a haven of 
birdlife. Red-footed Falcons were constantly active calling regularly and bobbing up and down in the air as though 
on strings. European Bee-eaters’ beautiful plumage shone in the sun as they flicked around us calling mellifluously 
and landing on wires to consume their insect catch. 

The pools themselves were full of waders, dominated by Curlew Sandpiper and Little Stints, but with a range of 
other species, notably Ruff, Common Sandpiper, Little Ringed Plover, Ringed Plover and with pride of place going 
to three Broad-billed Sandpipers that fed busily with the rest of the teeming wading birds. 

A little further on the pools here were full of ducks - Garganey dotted around everywhere, Red-crested and 
Common Pochard, Northern Shoveler and everywhere a profusion of White-winged and Black Terns dipping 
constantly for insects. 

We’d got our eye in for Sousliks now and saw a few of these little beasts scuttling around the short vegetation and 
nervously diving into their burrows as danger threatened. 

Our final pool held our first Common Redshank of the trip and a lively colony of Common Terns. 

On a series of concrete pillars, we found two Lesser Grey Shrikes, beautifully pink underneath, and using their 
elevated perches to drop down onto unsuspecting prey. 

Just before we climbed back into our coach to drive back to Tulcea a male Red-footed Falcon flew low over the 
water just in front of us – a fabulous view of a fabulous bird in a fabulous place. 

Day 9                                                                                      Sunday 8th May 

Yet again a gorgeous day dawned and suitably full of coffee, eggs and other breakfast delights we climbed into our 
bus and headed west towards the monastery of Celic Dere. It being a Sunday the area was already gathering a 
number of enthusiastic barbecue families as we started our walk. 
 
A Golden Oriole fluted wonderfully with a Common Nightingale accompanying it in the background. Red-backed 
Shrikes seemed to be on top of just about every bush on the lookout for insects while a Goshawk that swept across 
the sky was doubtless after bigger game. The plentiful Hornbeam made us think of Hawfinches and before too 
long we first heard the distinctive ‘tic’ call and then tracked some down as they moved from ground to tree. The 
strong sun encouraged the Field Crickets which were rubbing their wings together vigorously while overhead a 
Honey Buzzard soared around presumably looking for wasps’ nests and other delights. A little later, and for a 
helpful comparison, a Steppe Buzzard also drifted across. The old Walnut trees were magnificent and 
Greenfinches, Goldfinches and Red-backed Shrikes used their tall branches as convenient singing or hunting 
perches. 
 
A cry of “stork” made us look up and there was a Black Stork flying at relatively low level passed us and giving the 
best views we’d had by far of this beautiful and shy cousin of the more strutty White Stork. 
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Our walk took us into the lovely shade of the Hornbeam and Beech woodland with a Wood Warbler singing its 
heart out somewhere up the slope. Blackbirds, a Green Woodpecker and lots of Common Chaffinches were also 
very vocal but pride of place went to a Song Thrush whose loud and beautiful song may have been inspired by the 
powerful Human baritone voice that had emanated from the monastery all through our walk. More Golden Orioles 
serenaded us as we left this spot, after a little honey shopping, and continued our way west. 
 
Our route took us passed a busy European Bee-eater colony and eventually to Macin where we turned off onto a 
gravel track towards the Muntii Macinulu National Park. The wires on our left held several European Rollers and 
we all scrabbled to the door to get a brief view of a pale morph Booted Eagle which was high in the cloudless sky 
and then, as is the way of these things, simply vanished. More considerate were the plentiful Isabelline Wheatears 
which bobbed around on the low rocks and bushes looking taut and upright and showing their very black-banded 
tail as they flew from perch to perch. 
 
We pulled into a nice shady spot for our picnic from where we could see European Rollers on wires by derelict 
buildings and Barn, plus a Red-rumped, Swallows zipped around in search of insects. 
 
A nearby Common Starling had us guessing for a while as it went through its repertoire of Icterine Warbler, Golden 
Oriole and Common Buzzard. We walked up the hill hearing distant Ortolan Bunting and Woodlark and seeing 
close -up views of Balkan Wall Lizards, Painted Ladies, Small Heaths and Brimstones. 
 
We searched the rocky mountain sides for Pied Wheatear and eventually found one perched well away from the 
Sunday walkers on the distant ridge. This was a tricky bird to get everyone on but eventually it moved to a spot 
where we could train the telescopes and see it shining in the sun. Much closer was a lovely Woodchat Shrike which 
say patiently for all of us to get perfect views. Tawny Pipits, more Isabelline Wheatears and a magnificent Bronzed 
Glandular Bush-cricket were added as we walked back to the bus and then drove to our final stop in the National 
Park a few kilometres away through Greci. 
 
Another Steppe Buzzard as well as plentiful Isabelline Wheatears were here but pride of place went to some 
extended views, and listens, to three fabulous European Turtle Doves as they fed and displayed in a sheep stockade. 
The next best sighting was that of a bride and groom proudly posing with the rest of the wedding entourage in 
front of a large lorry cab for some outside photos. 
 
Our drive home gave an opportunity for a Long-legged Buzzard, a brace of European Sousliks spotted by our 
magnificent driver Stolli and a discreet snooze or two. 

Day 10                                                                                    Monday 9th May 

The weather finally broke this morning but as all we were doing was driving to the airport we really didn’t care! 
 
We picked up a few birds as we sped along, including a couple of Turtle Doves, our first Eurasian Sparrowhawk 
hunched in the rain like a Ted Hughes poem, and a handful of Red-footed Falcons in the colony we’d driven 
through a few days earlier. 
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Passing the Chiolul Hasarlac the rain kept most birds down, but we did briefly see Squacco Heron, Common 
Shelduck and our first glimpse of Ruddy Shelduck. 
 
Thereafter it was the usual fare plus European Roller and Glossy Ibis as we negotiated all sorts of traffic to arrive 
at the airport in time to check in for our London flight. 
 
It had been a truly wonderful trip with our guide Cristian being outstanding in every respect and our driver Stolli 
proving exceptionally careful, thoughtful and skilful - as well as good Souslik spotter. 
 
We’d had fantastic wildlife moments, exceptional weather and brilliant Romanian hosts and food but as Cristian 
and Andy pointed out it’s the group who make a holiday and this group were truly wonderful. Our heartfelt thanks 
to all of you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Receive our e-newsletter 
Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
 
Social Media 
We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 
tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

N=Near-endemic I=Introduced April – May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Greylag Goose Anser anser 

   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  

Mute Swan Cygnus olor 
   

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 

     
16 

 
✓ 

 
1 

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 
         

1 
Garganey Spatula querquedula 

     
1 

 
30 

  

Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata 
       

2 
  

Gadwall Mareca strepera 
    

✓ ✓ ✓ 6 
  

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
 

5 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
  

Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 
       

4 
  

Common Pochard Aythya ferina 
    

1 1 1 2 
  

Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca 
    

20+ ✓ ✓ 
   

Common Pheasant - I Phasianus colchicus 
    

✓ ✓ ✓ 
  

2 
Common Swift Apus apus 

   
✓ 

      

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 
 

H H 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

Rock Dove Columba livia 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Stock Dove Columba oenas 

    
10 ✓ ✓ 

   

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 
 

H H ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 

       
2 4 2 

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

     
1 1 

   

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 
   

2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
  

Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 
    

8 1 2 
   

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
   

4 10 ✓ ✓ 
   

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 
     

6 4 6 
  

Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
   

2 
 

2 
 

6 
  

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
   

2 6 ✓ ✓ ✓ 
  

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 
       

1 
  

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
     

2 
 

1 
  

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 
     

H 
    

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 
     

10 20 
   

Ruff Calidris pugnax 
   

6 
 

8 50 ✓ 
  

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 
     

6 
 

80+ 
  

Dunlin Calidris alpina 
       

12 
  

Little Stint Calidris minuta 
     

8 
 

200
+ 

  

Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus 
       

3 
  

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
    

4 ✓ 1 4 
  

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
      

2 
   

Common Redshank Tringa totanus 
       

2 
  

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 
       

1 
  

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
   

1 1 8 20 ✓ 
  

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 
    

1 1 12 
   

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
   

1 
 

1 2 
   

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 
   

1 
      

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus 

   
8 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  

Pallas's Gull Ichthyaetus ichthyaetus 
     

6 
    

Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans 
  

3 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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N=Near-endemic I=Introduced April – May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 

    
✓ 

     

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 
     

1 
    

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 
    

10 ✓ ✓ ✓ 
  

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 
   

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
  

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 
     

✓ 1 ✓ 
  

Black Tern Chlidonias niger 
     

✓ 
 

✓ 
  

Black Stork Ciconia nigra 
    

2 
   

1 
 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia 
 

5 6 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 2 
Pygmy Cormorant Microcarbo pygmaeus 

   
12 ✓ ✓ ✓ 

   

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 
    

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
  

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 
   

50 30 ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

6 
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 

   
2 ✓ 4 

 
2 

  

Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris 
    

H H H H 
  

Black-crowned Night 
Heron 

Nycticorax nycticorax 
    

20 ✓ ✓ 
   

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 
    

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

1 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

 
1 

 
2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 
2 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 
   

4 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ 
  

Great Egret Ardea alba 
   

12 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
  

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
   

8 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

1 
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 

    
✓ ✓ ✓ 20 

  

Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus 
    

✓ ✓ ✓ 2 
  

European Honey 
Buzzard 

Pernis apivorus 
        

1 
 

Lesser Spotted Eagle Clanga pomarina 
 

3 
        

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 
        

1 
 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 
         

1 
Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 

        
1 

 

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 
   

2 6 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 2 
Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinus 

        
2 

 

Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 
      

1 
   

White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla 
    

3 3 5 
   

Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus 
        

1 
 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 
 

6 6 5 1 
   

2 
 

Little Owl Athene noctua 
     

1 
    

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 
   

1 1 6 2 4 ✓ 
 

European Roller Coracias garrulus 
    

1 2 3 6 ✓ 1 
Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 

    
✓ 

 
2 

   

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 
     

4 
 

12 ✓ 
 

Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla 
    

✓ 
     

Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Dryobates minor 
    

H 
     

Great Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Dendrocopos major 
  

2 1 
 

1 1 
   

Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius 
  

1 
 

1 
 

1 
   

European Green 
Woodpecker 

Picus viridis 
  

H 
     

H 
 

Grey-headed 
Woodpecker 

Picus canus 
  

H 
 

2 4 1 
 

H 
 

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
 

2 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 1 
Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 

   
1 

 
6 2 12 

 
4 

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo 
    

2 6 6 2 1 
 

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 
        

2 
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N=Near-endemic I=Introduced April – May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 

  
1 

   
1 

   

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 
 

1 
  

1 1 
 

1 6 
 

Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor 
       

2 
  

Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 
     

H 1 
 

1 
 

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 
 

1 2 
    

1 
  

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula 

 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Rook Corvus frugilegus 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Hooded Crow Corvus cornix 

 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Northern Raven Corvus corax 
 

15 10 ✓ 
 

1 2 
   

Coal Tit Periparus ater 
 

✓ ✓ 2 
      

Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus 
  

5 
       

Marsh Tit Poecile palustris 
 

4 1 2 
      

Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 
 

1 1 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

Great Tit Parus major 
 

4 4 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus 
    

H H 1 
   

Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus 
    

H 4 H 
   

Woodlark Lullula arborea 
        

1 
 

Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis 
 

H 
        

Crested Lark Galerida cristata 
       

2 ✓ 
 

Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra 
   

1 
   

1 
  

Sand Martin Riparia riparia 
   

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris 

 
✓ 

        

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common House Martin Delichon urbicum 

 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 6 6 6 ✓ ✓ 

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 
        

1 
 

Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 
          

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 
  

4 
  

✓ 5 
   

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
    

H 
   

H 
 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 
  

H 
 

H H H 
 

1 
 

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ H H H 
 

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus 
arundinaceus 

   
H H H 1 

   

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus 

      
H 

   

Common Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
   

H H ✓ H 
   

Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 
          

Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides 
   

H H H 1 
   

Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 
 

✓ H ✓ ✓ ✓ H 
 

H 
 

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 
 

H H 
 

H H H 1 
  

Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca 
  

2 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ 
   

Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla 
  

2 2 
      

Goldcrest Regulus regulus 
  

L 
       

Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 
 

1 H H 
      

Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea 
   

1 
      

Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria 
 

1 
        

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

    
H 

 

Common Blackbird Turdus merula 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ 
 

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 
 

1 4 
       

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 
  

1 
  

2 
    

European Robin Erithacus rubecula 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ 
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N=Near-endemic I=Introduced April – May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia 

    
H H H 

   

Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 
    

H 
   

H 
 

European Pied 
Flycatcher 

Ficedula hypoleuca 
  

1 
  

1 
    

Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis 
   

2 
      

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 
 

✓ ✓ 2 
    

1 
 

Common Redstart Phoenicurus 
phoenicurus 

  
1 

 
✓ 4 6 

   

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 
    

1 1 
    

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 
     

2 
 

4 
  

Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina 
        

12 
 

Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka 
        

1 
 

White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus 
 

1 
 

1 
      

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 
       

20 
  

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ 
Dunnock Prunella modularis 

  
2 

       

Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
   

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
 

2 
        

White Wagtail Motacilla alba 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 

        
4 

 

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 
  

4 
       

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 2 ✓ 
 

Hawfinch Coccothraustes 
coccothraustes 

        
4 

 

Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
  

1 
       

European Greenfinch Chloris chloris 
  

✓ ✓ 
    

6 
 

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
      

4 
 

6 
 

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra 
   

✓ 
   

✓ ✓ ✓ 
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 

  
1 

       

Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 
       

1 H 
 

Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 
     

1 4 
   

 
Others (D = Dead) 
 

  April – May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Mammals   

          

Eurasian Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 
 

1 
        

European Suslik Spermophilus 
citellus 

       
6 2 

 

European Hare Lepus europaeus 
       

1 
  

Golden Jackal Canis aureus 
        

D 
 

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 1 
      

1 
  

European Brown Bear Ursus arctos 
 

6 
        

European Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 
 

4 
        

    
          

Reptiles & 
Amphibians 

  
          

European Fire-bellied 
Toad 

Bombina bombina 
    

H H H H 
  

Marsh/Lake Frog Pelophylax 
ridibundus 

    
H ✓ ✓ H 
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  April – May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
European Pond Turtle Emys orbicularis 

   
D 

 
1 2 1 

  

Eastern Green Lizard Lacerta viridis 
       

1 
  

Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis 
  

4 
       

Balkan Wall Lizard Podarcis tauricus 
       

1 4 
 

Grass Snake Natrix natrix 
    

1 
  

1 
  

Dice Snake Natrix tessellata 
    

1 
     

            
Butterflies   

          

Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius 
       

✓ ✓ 
 

Large White Pieris brassicae  
     

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

Small White Pieris rapae 
  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ 
 

Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa 
    

1 
     

Orange Tip Anthocharis 
cardamines 

 
✓ ✓ ✓ 

    
1 

 

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ 
    

1 
 

Brown Argus Aricia agestis 
        

✓ 
 

Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa 
  

2 
       

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui  
       

1 
  

Peacock Aglais io 
  

1 
       

Small Heath Coenonympha 
pamphilus  

        
✓ 

 

    
          

MOTHS: (Macros)   
          

Narrow Rose-banded 
Wave 

Rhodostrophia 
calabra 

        
✓ 

 

    
          

Other invertebrates   
          

Red-winged 
Grasshopper 

Oedipoda 
germanica 

        
✓ 

 

Field Cricket Gryllus campestris 
       

H 
  

Shield Bug Eurydema 
dominialis 

       
✓ 

  

Fire Bug Pyrrhocoris apterus 
        

1 
 

Bee Fly Bombylius sp. 
        

1 
 

Hornet Vesper crabro 
      

2 
 

1 
 

Carpenter Bee Xylocopa sp. 
        

1 
 

Honey Bee Apis mellifera 
  

✓ 
    

✓ ✓ 
 

Seven-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-
punctata 

   
1 

  
1 1 1 

 

Oil Beetle Meloe cicatricosus 
        

1 
 

Wood ant Formica rufa 
  

✓ 
       

    
          

MOLLUSCS:   
          

Great Grey or Leopard 
Slug 

Limax maximus 
 

1 
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Flora 
 

N=Near-endemic I=Introduced Location 
Common name Scientific name   
Water-lilies  Nymphaeaceae    
European White Water-lily Nymphaea alba Delta 
European Yellow Water-lily Nuphar lutea Delta 
Water-plantain Family  Alismataceae    
Common Arrowhead Sagittaria sagittifolia Delta 
Frog-bit Family  Hydrocharitaceae    
Water-soldier Stratiotes aloides Delta 
Amaryllis Family  Amaryllidaceae    
Field Garlic Allium oleraceum   
Bulrush Family  Typhaceae    
Lesser Bulrush Typha angustifolia Delta 
Common Bulrush Typha latifolia Delta 
Rushes  Juncaceae    
Sharp Rush Juncus acutus Delta 
Grasses  Poaceae    
Common Reed Phragmites australis Delta 
Buttercup Family  Ranunculaceae    
Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa Piatra Crailui 
Yellow Anemone Anemone ranunculoides Piatra Crailui 
Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris Piatra Crailui 
Greater Spearwort Ranunculus lingua   
Vine Family  Vitaceae    
European Grape Vitis vinifera Delta 
Pea Family  Fabaceae    
False-indigo Bush Amorpha fruticosa delta 
Rose Family  Rosaceae    
Common Pear Pyrus communis   
Nettle Family  Urticaceae    
Common Nettle Urtica dioica   
Beech Family  Fagaceae    
Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur   
Downy Oak Quercus pubescens   
Birch Family  Betulaceae    
Eastern Hornbeam Carpinus orientalis   
Violets  Violaceae    
Wild Pansy Viola tricolor   
Willow Family  Salicaceae    
White Poplar Populus alba   
Hybrid Black Poplar Populus x canadensis   
White Willow Salix alba   
Grey Willow Salix cinerea   
Flaxes  Linaceae     
  Linum austriacum   
Soapberry Family  Sapindaceae    
Field Maple Acer campestre   
Mallow Family  Malvaceae    
Silver Lime Tilia tomentosa   
 Mistletoes  Loranthaceae    
Mistletoe Viscum album Delta 
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N=Near-endemic I=Introduced Location 
Common name Scientific name   
Primrose Family  Primulaceae    
Cowslip Primula veris Piatra Crailui 
Oxslip Primula elatior Piatra Crailui 
Alpine Snowbell Soldanella alpina Piatra Crailui 
Borage Family Boraginaceae    
Common Viper's-bugloss Echium vulgare    
Nightshade Family  Solanaceae    
Bittersweet Solanum dulcamara  Delta 
Common Thorn-apple Datura stramonium   
Plantain Family  Plantaginaceae    
Spiked Speedwell Veronica spicata  Babadag 
Nodding Sage Salvia nutans Babadag 
Water Mint Mentha aquatica Delta 
Ground-pine Ajuga chamaepitys Babadag 
Broomrape Family  Orobanchaceae    
Yarrow Broomrape Orobanche purpurea Piatra Crailui 
Daisy Family  Asteraceae    
Knapweed sp Centaurea napulifera spp thirkei Babadag 

      
Lady Orchid Orchis pupurea Babadag 
Green-winged Orchid Orchis morio Babadag 
Monkey orchid Orchis simia Babadag 
Three-toothed Orchid Neotinea tridentata Babadag 
Elder-flowered Orchid Dactylorhiza sambucina Piatra Crailui 

      
Iris  Iridaceae   
Dwarf Iris Iris pumila Babadag 
      
Lily  Liliaceae   
      
Solomon's Seal Polygonatum multiflorum Babadag 

 


