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Day 1                                                                                Wednesday 17th May 
 
Our flight from Heathrow was on time and we arrived in Romania and met those of the group already here and 
Florin, our outstanding Romanian guide and Daniel our driver. Our drive across the Wallachian plain, heading 
north past Ploieşti and into the Sub-Carpathian range of hills was functional, but gave our first impressions of the 
countryside and the mix of communist and western influence. We climbed into the lower Carpathian Mountains 
and could see the zonation between beech and spruce forest. Rusnov castle gave us our first impression of the 
Saxon influences in the culturally diverse region of Transylvania with Snow-capped peaks signalling our first view 
of Piatra Craiulli National Park. We descended into the great inter-montane valley of the Bârsa, near Braşov, and 
entered Transylvania before arriving at our charming family run hotel in Vulcan. 

Day 2                                                                                    Thursday 18th May 

A short pre-breakfast walk around Vulcan was initially dominated by a cacophony of dogs barking from their 
yards. However, being Transylvania, we naturally headed to the church and graveyard. A Garden Warbler sat up 
and sang from a tree obligingly. A Red-backed Shrike was close but showed briefly, Black Redstarts and Lesser 
Whitethroats sang and the Swallows and House Martins were making their nests. 
 
Our introduction to this region was in the foothills of Piatra Craului National Park and the track to Coltul Chililor 
monastery. As we arrived a White Stork flew by mobbed by Yellow-legged Gulls successfully to share his find. 
Yellowhammers, Linnets and a Tree Pipit were showing well atop the trees. A Nutcracker was seen briefly in the 
spruce but too brief for most to see. We ascended the foothills Song, and Mistle Thrushes showed well, a Marsh 
Tit gave his distinctive call and showed itself. The spring meadow flora was beginning to appear amongst the 
flowering saxifrage and Bugle were many orchids with Elder Flowered Orchid (Dactylorhiza sambucina) and Green 
winged Orchid (Anacaptis morio) in flower, the former a brilliant yellow. the latter purple. The meadow has not yet 
reached its full potential and the colder than average Romanian winter meant many trees, particularly Acers, were 
still not yet in full leaf. Fritillaries flew by but never landed, probably Silver-washed. A more obliging butterfly was 
the uncommon Cleopatra, and several more familiar species. Suddenly, we became aware of a group of Nutcrackers 
feeding on nuts in the Hazel coppice. A great view of this iconic species with more to follow onto several flying 
over showing the white tips to the black tail. It was a fine morning, our walk was tiring, and we returned, stopping 
briefly at the Piatra Craiului visitor centre for a coffee. 
 
Our main meal was at lunch today, so we had this back at the hotel before setting off to the Stramba valley. for a 
short afternoon walk this area was brimming with migrant birds. Our first raptor was a Short-toed Eagle closely 
followed by Booted Eagle. A Golden Oriole sang and then revealed itself in a tree next to a pair of Red-backed 
Shrikes. Three Bee-eaters flew past quite low, landing briefly and then Cuckoos flew past. The meadows were full 
of Yellow Rattle and Cowslips, and orchids, many of which have not yet flowered. We found evidence of Beaver 
where a willow tree had been felled. A Kingfisher shot past at last, we saw Lesser Spotted Eagles but not before 
we struggled with a high raptor that we had thought was suspicious till Florin photographed, and we could see the 
contrast in the light on the belly it was, in fact, a migrating Osprey. In the space of half an hour with seen some of 
the most talismanic species of Europe, and it was the time to head up the mountain to the Bear hide via an 
inauspicious stop at the Rangers house (best left, unsaid). As we arrived at the hide, four European Brown Bears 
were present including a huge male, and we continue to enjoy up to 10 individuals feeding, but also interacting 
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quite aggressively, a sure sign that we were at the peak of the mating season. it was a real privilege to be so close 
to such normally secretive species returned home, having had a quite spectacular opening day. 

Day 3                                                                                       Friday 19th May 

 
Our early morning walk returned to the Transylvanian graveyard, stopping enroute for an annoyingly brief 
woodpeckers (probably Syrian) singing Serins and a Lesser Whitethroat. The Garden Warbler was still singing and 
showing well. A short walk-in neighbouring fields was initially pleasant, but quiet, then, an explosive but high-
pitched laughing call betrayed a Grey-headed Woodpecker, which was soon found by Graham, and flew past us. 
Almost immediately afterwards two Peregrines flew over our heads, one carrying food. 
 
After breakfast, we headed off to the dramatic Zarnesti gorge within the twenty-mile limestone ridge of Piatra 
Craiului National Park. We watched a pair of White-throated Dippers feeding their young as a Red-breasted 
Flycatcher sang above us. We slowly ascended the gorge, not forgetting to take in the beauty of the limestone karst 
scenery in searching for the detail within. Our first encounter was with the charismatic Fire Salamander (Salamandra 
salamandra) as one crossed the path interrupted briefly by the group. A spectacular amphibian. The temperature 
was pleasant and there were fewer encounters with birds given the high attitudes but still frequent enough. Grey 
Wagtails seem to relish the echo chamber of the gorge, calling, singing, collecting insects for their young, as we 
took the gentle ascent and enjoyed the scenery. Alpine Swift started appearing and were watched entering a fissure 
at high speed. A Crested Tit was flitting above us. Raptors included a brief Honey Buzzard. Crag Martins were 
also in evidence amongst the rocks. Alpine flowers included Hungarian Snowdrops and White Butterburs (Petasites 
hybridus). We found tracks of Chamois and a Marten species probably Beech, but a patient wait in the hope of a 
Wallcreeper proved fruitless. We climbed up the gorge a little further and stopped for lunch. On the way back, the 
Wallcreeper was there, and it showed like you always hope a Wallcreeper would! It was not more than 10 m away 
from us, enabling the cameras to click and us to enjoy one and then a pair of the Hoopoe of the mountains, grey 
and black plumage and crimson wings. Florin reminded us “you will never see one better”. Not sure if it was a 
promise or a threat... A little further and we could see a Chamois on the ridge, with three very young fawns. We 
watch them for some time, the fawns trying, and failing to master the rocky crevices that the adults could step 
across with ease. 
  
The afternoon involved a visit to Bran and the castle associated with the legend of Dracula. The castle dates back 
to the 13th century but has a loose affinity with Vlad the Impaler who was used by Bram Stoker for his anti-hero 
Dracula - a derivation of the name given to Vlad's father 'Dracul' - although its ties are somewhat tenuous to both 
the book and Vlad. Above the valley Florin explained the geomorphology of the area, whilst a Hobby flew over 
us. 

Day 4                                                                                     Saturday 20th May 

Although today was to involve a long journey from the Carpathian Mountain region to the southeastern border 
and the Danube delta, we managed to break our journey with some spectacular wildlife stops. 
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Our pre-breakfast walk involved a visit to the fortified church in Vulcan, where Rupert had seen a Syrian 
Woodpecker the previous evening. It was not to re-appear but Black Redstart, Serins showed well amid a 
spectacular church. 
 
Following our mountain descent onto the lowlands, we stopped to visit a lake near Roseann. Here our first waders 
were encountered whilst Red-Footed Falcons hawked the lake. Little Stints, Curlew Sandpipers, Ruff, Black-
Winged Stilt, Avocet and Spotted Redshank were seen. A Grey Plover showed well, and our only Dunlin, 
Greenshank and Common Sandpiper of the trip were found. Marsh Harrier quartered the reeds. A Red-necked 
Phalarope was a rare find. 
 
Our final stop was at Hissarlik Lake where Ruddy Shelduck showed well and we encountered our first of many 
Hoopoes, next to the bus and what was to prove our only Little Bittern, as a male flew past us twice. A Montagu’s 
Harrier flew high above us. Black-necked Grebes were showing distantly and our first of many summer plumaged 
Whiskered Terns flew past.  
 
As the afternoon progressed, we finally crossed over the Danube, the first view of this mighty river that has crossed 
10 countries by this point. Finally, we arrived and joined our floating hotel which was to be our exclusive base for 
the next three days as Caspian Gulls patrolled the bay. 

Day 5                                                                                       Sunday 21st May 

Our first morning on the boat commenced with a return to dry land and a pre-breakfast walk to watch a Syrian 
Woodpecker near its nest, with two birds seen changing over. We left the floating hotel and set off in the small 
boat for the morning to rendezvous at lunch further east in the Danube. A Little Owl sat in the eave of a large 
house, and several Goldeneye were seen flying into their nest sites in a group of poplars, with great views of a male 
and five females looking outstanding in the spring plumage. We are familiar with this species in winter, but it’s a 
rare breeder in Britain, and seeing them at this time of year, brings a new appreciation of their plumage. A pair of 
Middle Spotted Woodpeckers showed well in the associated woodland as Thrush Nightingales sang. Wryneck sang 
and flew across the boat. Kingfishers were occasional, often calling from the channels. a stunning male Collared 
Flycatcher revealed itself on the edge of the river, as did an Icterine Warbler. Cuckoos were everywhere, flying 
over the boat singing from the trees. We estimated 100 different individuals. The explosive call of a Grey-headed 
Woodpecker and soon we were watching this species. Great Reed Warblers sang from the phragmites reed. A White- 
tailed Eagle sat in the tree just above the boat, flushed as we passed by revealing his barn door like wings, brilliant, 
white tail.  
 
As we crept further into the delta, our first kettles of White Pelicans circled, Dalmatian Pelican was occasional on 
the water, far less common, but not as shy. The first Glossy Ibis to pass in a small flock was to become a familiar 
companion over the next few days on the boat, as indeed, were Whiskered Terns - by far the dominant marsh tern. 
Stopping at a small lake; we could see Black-necked and Red-necked Grebes. Hobbies were occasional although 
Red-footed Falcon was a more frequent and always welcome encounter. 
 
We had a coffee break at the cormorant colony at Coterie, where Great and Pygmy Cormorants, Great Egret and 
a solitary Spoonbill were nesting. We finally met with the floating hotel near Maliuc for a late three course lunch.  
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The boat continued after lunch further into the delta and we had great views of a Golden Jackal on the shore. In 
the late afternoon we went for a second journey on the small boat inspecting smaller channels and lakes we were 
able to see the numerous Whiskered Terns, now being joined by summer. plumage White-winged and several Black 
Terns. A spectacular spring scene. Near Lake Fortuna, a Pallas’s Gull flew over but was only seen by a few. We 
return to the hotel riverboat now located halfway between Chrisam and Caraorman. where the delta hummed 
tunefully with the constant beat of the call of the Fire-bellied Toads. 
 
Day 6                                                                                      Monday 22nd May 
 
Golden Jackal and Bittern were the backdrop to our first night’s sleep in the Danube, howling and booming, 
respectively, overnight. Our charming hosts had built a walkway to dry land the evening before and the intrepid 
early risers walked to some Tamarisk scrub where brief views of Icterine and Garden Warbler and Thrush 
Nightingale were enjoyed, as well as Savi’s Warbler on the reeds. Our first stop was at a reserve bought by the 
Romanian Bird Society, an area of abandoned Fishponds. Penduline Tit was calling and revealed itself and three 
Bearded Reedlings show themselves very well. A Little Crake was singing its strange frog-like song but not 
surprisingly, would not show. Savi’s Warbler sang its strange, buzzing sound in the fishponds from an obvious 
perch, and we could compare the summer plumages of Red-necked and Black-necked Grebes at their resplendent 
best. Two small groups of Red-crested Pochard were also in the Spring finest. 
 
Purple Herons were occasional sighted with the usual suspects of calling Whiskered Terns, Marsh Harriers and 
Great Egrets more frequent. A Great Reed Warbler perched and sang. A White-tailed Eagle flew up carrying a 
huge carp. We met our small boat further along the dyke as a Spoonbill flew by. We found a Penduline Tit nest 
and watched a male return as a Red-backed Shrike followed the boat. Our next stop was near the village of 
Caraorman, a proposed glass factory never completed when the Ceausescu regime collapsed in 1989, and now 
abandoned, leaving a mosaic of half empty buildings and a series of freshwater pools within the sand on the edge 
of the village. An accidental habitat for waders has been created in this symbol of the collapse of the Caicesosco 
regime. Bee-eaters were abundant showing their finest colours, and a male Norther Wheatear flew among the 
buildings. A large flock of Little Stint were present and three Collared Pratincoles hunted over the marsh. Our 
return to our floating hotel was interrupted by the local and large cow herd swimming across the river and a host 
of birds now becoming familiar, led by a Pallas’s Gull, but with Rollers, Golden Oriole, Ferruginous Duck and 
Garganey amid the many Squacco Herons and Egrets. 
 
Our floating hotel headed north after lunch. The highlight of the journey being a Lesser Grey Shrike. In the 
afternoon, on the small boat, we spent some time before eventually getting great views of Eastern Olivaceous 
Warbler. Continuing down small waterways with Hobbies and Redstarts, and two White Tailed Eagle. White 
Pelicans were regular, but we also had several Dalmatian, including an unseasonal and spectacular individual in 
breeding plumage (this sedentary species breeds in the Danube in February). Evening on the boat was enjoyed 
with another fine three course meal cooked by our hosts. 

Day 7                                                                                     Tuesday 23rd May  

It was a chillier start to the morning as we looked out from our mobile hotel at the Reedbed at dawn. Nevertheless, 
the Danube didn’t disappoint, and the view was exceptional. Fifteen Squacco Herons feeding amongst the floating 
beds of water lilies and water soldier accompanied by up to four Purple Herons, White, and Dalmatian, Pelican, 
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and the occasional Great Egret and Grey Heron, all accompanied by booming bittern. Graham spotted a small 
flock of Rosy Starlings, and Ferruginous Ducks and Caspian Gulls flew by whilst a procession of Whiskered Terns, 
patrolled the river, feeding their young in the neighbouring lily pads.  
 
Our post-breakfast journey in the small boat this morning was immediately halted by Reed Warbler and bearded 
Reedling. A Lesser Spotted Woodpecker called and gave brief views flying across the boat whilst a Redstart sang 
in the tree above more obligingly. It began to rain, unfortunately quite hard, and the temperature cooled, but the 
birds continue to show. Familiar observations of marsh terns, Red-necked and Great Crested Grebe’s, Great and 
Pygmy Cormorants, Great Reed, and Savi’s Warblers, Golden Oriole and of course, charismatic lively, and 
vociferous, Cuckoos continued. A Pallas’s Gull did a repeated fly by of the boat enabling some fine photographs 
to be taken. We examined the different vegetation amongst the floating reedbeds as frogs moved beneath the boat.  
 
The ecology of the frogs of the Danube is complicated and Florin refers to the Rana Complex due to the 
crossbreeding hybridization of Edible, Pool and Marsh Frogs. We had a coffee at Whiskered Tern colony, and 
then we entered a different part of the Danube where agriculture was permitted. Rain continued, but Rollers sat 
rather miserably on the Telegraph wires and a group of Bee-eaters were somewhat downcast in a tree but still 
photogenic. Three Lesser Grey Shrikes showed well together, an uncommon migrant and an increasingly rare 
European species. We could see the black mask and the pink flush identify this shrike from its more familiar 
relative, the Great Grey. Corn Buntings and Sedge Warbler sang from exposed fronds on the top of the bank and 
a flooded agricultural field was polka dot with herons: Great and Little Egret, Graylag, Geese, and occasional 
Glossy Ibis. Florin found the Indian subspecies of Great Egret with his reddish legs. An area of burnt mature, 
willow was to prove fruitful. A Black Woodpecker called and flew across perching distantly, and a little 
disappointingly far away. Hobbies sat in the tree with Rollers. A Greater Spotted Woodpecker flew over and Tony 
spotted another woodpecker round the back of a dead tree close to and stopping the boat. reversing back to enjoy 
exceptional views of Black Woodpecker decimating a dead trunk. One of those rare moments when you leave an 
iconic bird before it leaves you. We could see clearly; its red crown white eye is it attacked the bark and trunk just 
above our heads. A pair of White-tailed Eagles, sat in the tree above us and overhead as the rain stopped, a light 
phase Honey Buzzard overhead, its characteristic pinched wings, long neck and tail.  
 
Another three-course lunch on the “mothership” before she set off down the main channel to return to Tulchea. 
The afternoon was spent enjoying the sun sitting upstairs: a great viewpoint as we travelled back, across the Delta 
and familiar species were regular including ten White-tailed, Eagles, several Hobbies, regular Kingfisher and our 
first European Pond Turtle. 
 
We had out last boat night in the harbour of Tulchea 

Day 8                                                                                Wednesday 24th May 

We enjoyed a later start to the morning, saying out goodbyes to the boat but not quite the Danube. Our first stop 
was at Parkesh which gave an outstanding view of the flood meadows of the Danube from steppe habitat above. 
Amongst the steppe found our first Souslik, the European ground squirrel, raising their heads and bodies in the 
distance, meerkat like. In front of them an Isabelline Wheatear could be seen showing its plain wing pattern, and 
upright posture. We continued to a spectacular viewpoint of the Danube we could see the Ukrainian border. Florin 
explained the evolution of the Danube. It is Europe’s youngest land only 10,000 years old. We discussed the three 
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stages of development, the post-ice age inundation with water and sediment, raising the river and creating flood 
meadows. Other rivers, trying to join and finding water level is too high, creating a large lake on the Ukrainian side 
and eventually the old Black Sea border being inundated by water and sediment, expanding the vast area of the 
Delta; so critical for European wetland Wildlife. Around our feet, Thyme was flowering releasing that lovely herb 
smell with Downy Woundwort and Ground Pine also frequent. Painted Ladies, Large Blue, and Small Heath 
butterflies flitted around us, and a pair of Balkan Wall Lizards showed well revealing their brilliant green backs. 
Short-toed Larks sang high above us eventually showing their, undulating, song flight and black undertail coverts. 
Our first Long-legged Buzzard landed. We stopped at a small area of exposed, loess sedimentary rock, which had 
been colonised by a mix of hole nesters:  Bee-eaters, Common Starling and Tree Sparrow. Next stop was for a 
Long-legged Buzzard eyrie, with four mature young. The adult watching us from above from a rocky outcrop. 
Ortolans called and Red-backed Shrike showed well. As we arrived at Celic Dere monastery, Scarce Swallowtail 
flew past, and Honey Buzzard circled above. A pair of Middle Spotted Woodpeckers came into view, showing 
their gentle countenance, and rosy undertail coverts. Hawfinches flashed past, Turtle Doves purred and showed 
occasionally. In the Oak and Hornbeam woodland Red-breasted Flycatchers flitted and we eventually saw it well. 
The charming, Wood Warbler was calling, singing and showing well, probably visiting a ground nest site. An 
Icterine Warbler showed above our heads, a neckache but another great view. A picnic was enjoyed in the shade 
amongst purring Turtle Doves, a Middle Spotted Woodpecker nest and distant soaring Honey buzzard. We 
journeyed onto an afternoon walk in the Matlin Mountains National Park. As we entered the park, another Lesser 
Grey Shrike was next to a small residence in a Poplar. Black-headed Bunting was also singing and showed well 
with Spanish Sparrows around the house. We had hardly moved forward when a Rock Thrush landed on the road 
and fed oblivious to us. Ahead, two Creased Larks were feeding their young. On arrival in the park, it was hot and 
sunny. A Tawny Pipit was on the nearest rock , the group split with some choosing to rest in the shade of the trees 
amid the meadow and the others walking a short distance up the valley. The meadows were full of butterflies with 
three species of fritillary: Knapweed, Cardinal showing it’s red inner wing patch and Queen of Spain, Further up 
the valley, there was a lovely scene of several  Scarce Swallowtail, with a range of fritillaries, Small Copper drinking 
at the stream, together with a range of blues (Adonis, Silver-studded and Idas Blue). Woodlark’s appeared amid 
the constant singing of Corn Buntings. On the rocky outcrop above, posed our main target for the afternoon: Pied 
Wheatear, showing its diagnostic black shoulder was very obliging if mobile. A Cream-spot Tiger Moth was located 
with its brilliant two-tone wings, and two Honey Buzzards circled above. As we returned to the bus, two Red-
rumped Swallows flew over, the only ones we were to see on this trip. It was a long but exciting day on the steppes 
of Romania and we returned to our family hotel in Tulchea 

Day 9                                                                                   Thursday 24th May 

Today we were to enjoy a range of habitats. We were to investigate the Punto Samatic steppes of the plains and 
hills of the Black Sea.  Our early morning stop was in Babadag Forest on our way to the Black Sea. Florin explained 
our location within the forest in the buffer between two distinct eco-zones, a lower Balkan Zone of more familiar 
Oak, Ash and Lime woodland, and the higher Mediterranean zone characterised by thinner soil, more 
Mediterranean flora and species such as downy oak (Quercus Piubescens) and smoke tree ICotinus coggygria), with its 
characteristic carrot like smell. Species which can cope with the drier conditions - Balkan Wall Lizards (Podachis 
tauricus) and the smallest of European lizards, a tiny Snake-eyed Skink (Ablerpharus kiaibelii) scuttered within the 
leaf litter. The flora was outstanding and indicative of the eco zone. the attractive grass Koalaria lobarta was in flower 
everywhere with its delicate stems and generous flowering head, a native thyme, Potentilla tourika. Spiked Speedwells 
(Veronica spicata) and Globe Flowers (Globularia bisnagarica) gave frequent flashes of blue, whilst Milkwort (Polygala 
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vulgaris) flowered, and Ground Pine (Ajuga chamaepitys) displayed its yellow flowers and Ajuga laxmenni was also 
noted. Solomons Seal (Polygomnium odeoratum) was spotted, as was a stunning solitary flowering Solitary Virgins-
bower (Clematis integrifolia) with its blue purple petals and yellow stamen. Purple Mullein (Verbascum phoeniceum) was 
a large, impressive flower and whilst most Romanian Peony (Peonia peregrina. var romanica) were now over we still 
found one in full glory, together with several stunning Iris sitensis. Lady orchids (Orchis pupurea), Three-toothed 
Orchid (Neotinea tridentata) was also present with several butterfly orchids, one in flower which we were thus able 
to identify as Greater Butterfly Orchid (Plantanthera chlorantha). Glanville Fritillaries (Melitaea cinxia) were seen and 
a tiny Eastern Baton Blue (Pseudophilotes vicrama). The song of the first chords of Beethoven’s fifth bought one and 
then a second Ortolan Bunting into view, far more accommodating than the previous day and we also heard 
Woodlark and Turtle Doves. As we began to leave a rustle in the undergrowth revealed three Spur-thighed 
Tortoises, charming reptiles. One was ridden with ticks, so out came the first aid kit and we set about addressing 
this and hopefully left the somewhat forlorn tortoise with a far better outlook. 

We continued down to the Black Sea coast. Stopping for coffee at what became known as the Souslik station. 
These endearing ground squirrels were quite bold and very photogenic in the grassland. A Calandra lark flew across 
the vehicle, and another was on the track ahead very close and bold. 

A short stop at a wetland unveiled a Montagu’s Harrier, Little Stints, Curlew Sandpipers, Ruff and several Collared 
Pratincoles and common wildfowl as a flock of Spoonbill and a solitary White-fronted Goose flew over. 

Lunch was a little problematic. It was hot so we needed shade, but the weather had been perfect for mosquito 
emergence, and they were very active. The bold few still birded and were rewarded with a brilliant displaying Barred 
Warbler very close to us and a couple more fleeting Hawfinches. 

Our next stop was at pools next to the closed lithium factory in Vado, near the Black Sea. Our main target, 
Paddyfield Warbler sat up obligingly, and Avocet, stilts, Gadwall and Red Crested Pochard were in the pools. A 
Golden Jackal relaxed in an inlet in the reeds.  

At the Black Sea coast, a few dipped their feet in, but no one swam. A large group of gulls were dominated by 
Caspian, but also had five Mediterranean Gulls in varied plumages, Sandwich and Common Terns and a  Single  
Fuscus  Lesser Black backed Gull ( Baltic) a rare find.  

Our final stop was at the raised lagoon back near the factory, here over eight hundred Common Terns were present 
and breeding and our first Redshanks. Our final new sighting of the trip was to be a fly-by Bittern that flew past 
on three occasions for prolonged views. 

Day 10                                                                                Friday 25th May 

Our drive to the airport was largely exactly that, this morning, but still time to see a few good birds from the bus, 
it was time to show our gratitude to our exceptional Romanian host, Florin, who had guided us magnificently 
thought Romania We had had an incredibly fortuitous trip with outstanding views of the most talismanic species 
of Europe from Wallcreeper to Black Woodpecker to Lesser Grey Shrike. Amazing mammals. Notably, ten Brown 
Bears but also Golden Jackal, Souslik and Chamois. We had recorded an impressive 190 species on our whirlwind 
tour and some wildlife encounters that we would never forget. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 
Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
 
Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 
tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

  May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Greylag Goose Anser anser       10 35 10 200   5 
Greater White-Fronted 
Goose 

Anser albifrons           1     1 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor       5 500 20 130 50 50 
Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna       6   1 2   30 
Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea       8       2   
Garganey Spatula querquedula       1 8 4 2   2 
Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata         2         
Gadwall Mareca strepera       2 20 6 4   4 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos   6   2 18 10 10   30 
Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina           2     20 
Common Pochard Aythya ferina       1 4 3 10     
Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca       2 20 10 10   2 
Goldeneye Bucepala clangula       9           
Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus 2 2 2 ✓ 10 6 10 ✓ 6 
Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba     10             
Common Swift Apus apus   ✓   1     2     
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus   2 1 2 100 30 30 1   
Rock Dove Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     50 50 ✓ 
Stock Dove Columba oenas   1   2 4         
Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus   ✓ ✓ ✓ 10 3 6     
European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur               12 h 
Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 10 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus       2 2 1 3     
Eurasian Coot Fulica atra       30 20 5 25   10 
Baillon's Crake Zapornia pusilla                   
Little Crake Zapornia parva           h       
Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena         2 4 6     
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus       3 8 6 4 1   
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  May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis           4 2     
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus       15   10 4   30 
Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta       8   2     6 
Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus       6 6 4 2   10 
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola       1           
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula       20           
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa             1     
Ruff Calidris pugnax       20         60 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea       6           
Dunlin Calidris alpina       4           
Little Stint Calidris minuta       50   30     20 
Red Necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus     1             
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos       1           
Common Redshank Tringa totanus                 3 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola       10     H   1 
Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus       4           
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia       1           
Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola           3     4 
Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus 

ridibundus 
      2 10 20 20 5 20 

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus 
melanocephalus 

                6 

Pallas's Gull Ichthyaetus ichthyaetus         2 3 1     
Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans         20 30 40 ✓ 200 
Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis   4   ✓         1 
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus                 1 
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis                 30 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo         30 30 40   900 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida       6 50 30 250 4   
White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus         3         
Black Tern Chlidonias niger         30 1 3     
Black Stork Ciconia nigra               1   
White Stork Ciconia ciconia   4 3 2 4 6 6 10 20 
Pygmy Cormorant Microcarbo pygmaeus       9 ✓ ✓ ✓   10 
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo       1 ✓ ✓ ✓   20 
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus       3 50 30 30     
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia         1 1     6 
Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris         h H H   1 
Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus       1           
Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax         12 20 15   6 
Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides       3 10 10 40   10 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   1   1 20 6 15   2 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea         7 6 30   1 
Great Egret Ardea alba       2 ✓ 20 50   10 
"Indian" Great Egret  Ardea alba ssp. modesta             1     
Little Egret Egretta garzetta         6 20 30 1 6 
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus         80 30 30   50 
Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus         6 10 4   10 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus   1               
European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus     1       1 4   
Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus   2               
Lesser Spotted Eagle Clanga pomarina   3   1       1   
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  May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus   1             3 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus     1             
Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis   1               
Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus       2 10 10 15   20 
Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus                   
Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus                   
Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus       2         1 
White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla         5 2 14   1 
Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus               9   
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo   ✓ ✓ ✓           
Little Owl Athene noctua         1   1     
Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops       1 3 3 2 6 4 
European Roller Coracias garrulus         20 10 10 10 20 
Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis   1     22 5 20     
European Bee-eater Merops apiaster   3   10 20 50 7 30 40 
Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla         1         
Middle Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Dendrocoptes medius         2     3   

Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Dryobates minor             2     

Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopos syriacus     1   2         
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major     1   1   1     
Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius             3     
European Green 
Woodpecker 

Picus viridis   H 1         H   

Grey-headed Woodpecker Picus canus     1   2 1 3     
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus   ✓ ✓ ✓ 2 3 1 2 4 
Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus       6 10 2     10 
Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo     2   3 6 4 3 3 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   1 2             
Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio   6   2 1 2 2 4 4 
Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor           1 3 2   
Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus   1     5 4 3 3 1 
Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius   5 5 2       1   
Eurasian Magpie Pica pica   ✓ ✓ ✓ 4 3 2 6 ✓ 
Spotted Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes   5               
Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula   2   10 ✓     10 ✓ 
Rook Corvus frugilegus   ✓ ✓ ✓         ✓ 
Hooded Crow Corvus cornix   6 6 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Northern Raven Corvus corax   6 6 ✓           
Coal Tit Periparus ater   4 4             
Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus     1             
Marsh Tit Poecile palustris   1 1             
Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus     1   4 3 5 2   
Great Tit Parus major   4 4 ✓ 10 5 5 10 6 
Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus           3 h     
Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus           5 4   H 
Woodlark Lullula arborea               3 1 
Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis       2       4 10 
Crested Lark Galerida cristata               5 5 
Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra       4         6 
Greater Short Toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla               1   
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  May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia       10 50 30 20 20   
Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris     10             
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common House Martin Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 20 2   30 4 
Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica               2   
Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti         1 6       
Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus     3   6 h h H   
Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix               3   
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus     h             
Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   6 6   6 6 10   1 
Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus 

arundinaceus 
        ✓ 4 10 h H 

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus 

        1 1 2     

Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus agricola                 3 
Common Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus         4 h 6     
Eastern Olivaceous 
Warbler 

Iduna pallida           1 h     

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina         3 1 h 2   
Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides         5 2 4   H 
Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   1 2   ✓ 2 h 1   
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin   2 2 h 4 5 h     
Barred Warbler Curruca nisoria                 1 
Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca   2 2 h 6 ✓ h     
Common Whitethroat Curruca communis   1 1 1 1 2     1 
Common Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla   2               
Goldcrest Regulus regulus   2 2             
Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes     4             
Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea               1   
Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria     2             
Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris     H   h   h H   
Rosy Starling Pastor roseus           h 12     
Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   2 2 2 h   h 1   
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   3 1             
Common Blackbird Turdus merula   2 4 2 6 1 h 1 2 
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris   4 1             
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata   1     4   3     
European Robin Erithacus rubecula   h 4             
Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia         H 2 h     
Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos             h 1   
Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva     h         1   
Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis         1         
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros   3 2 2       1   
Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus   H 1   8 3 6     
Common Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis               1   
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra       3           
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe           1   1 3 
Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina               4 2 
Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka               2   
White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus     3             
Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus   ✓ ✓ ✓ h 6 ✓ ✓   
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  May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis       6       5 ✓ 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 4 ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Dunnock Prunella modularis   1               
(Black headed) Yellow 
Wagtail 

Motacilla flava feldegg   2 2 10 2 3 h   4 

(Romanian) Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
dombrowskii 

      1           

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea     6             
White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ 4 6 6 5 10 6 
Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris               1 3 
Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 2 
Hawfinch Coccothraustes 

coccothraustes 
  1           5 3 

European Greenfinch Chloris chloris   6 2 4 6     3   
Common Linnet Linaria cannabina   6 6             
European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis     2   4 4 4 4   
European Serin Serinus serinus   h 3 2           
Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra   1   6     1 12 ✓ 
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella   4               
Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana               H 2 
Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala               3   
Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus         h 3 6   3 

 
Other vertebrates (S = signs, RTA = Roadkill) 

  May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Mammals                     
Eurasian Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris       S           
European Suslik Spermophilus citellus               5 20 
European Hare Lepus europaeus   1   1       1 1 
Northern White-breasted 
Hedgehog 

Erinaceus roumanicus               RTA   

European Mole Talpa europaea  S S     S  
European Otter Lutra lutra   

  
    1       

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes   
  

        RTA   
Golden Jackal Canis aureus   

  
  1       1 

Stone Marten Martes foina  S        
European Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus  S      S S 
Brown bear Ursus arctos arctos   10               
Chamois Rupicapra rupicapra     6             
                      
Reptiles & Amphibians                     
European Fire-bellied 
Toad 

Bombina bombina         H         

Yellow-bellied Toad Bombina variegata   4               
European Green Toad Bufotes viridis       H           
Edible Frog Pelophylax esculentus         H 1       
Lake Frog Pelophylax ridibundus           1       
Agile Frog Rana dalmatina           C       
Eastern Slow Worm Anguis colchica     1             
European Pond Turtle Emys orbicularis             1     
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  May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Spur-thighed Tortoise Testudo graeca                 3 
Common lizard Lacerta viviparous   1               
Crimean Wall Lizard Podarcis tauricus               2 10 
Grass Snake Natrix natrix               1   
Dice Snake Natrix tessellata         1 1       
Snake-Eyed Skink Ablerpharus kiaibelii                 1 

 
Invertebrates 

  May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Butterflies                     
European Swallowtail Papilio machaon     1             
Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius               4   
Large White Pieris brassicae    1               
Small White Pieris rapae   1           2   
Green-veined White Pieris napi     2             
Orange Tip Anthocharis 

cardamines 
  3 3             

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni     1         1   
Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra     1             
Wood White Leptidea sinapis                1   
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas               1   
Large Blue Phengaris arion                 6 
Little Blue Cupido minimus               C   
Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus               1   
Idas Blue Plebejus idas               2   
Adonis Blue Polyommatus 

bellargus 
              1   

Common Blue Polyommatus icarus           1   4   
Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa     1             
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta     1     1       
Painted Lady Vanessa cardui        1 1 50 C C   
Peacock Aglais io     1             
Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae     1             
Comma Butterfly Polygonum c-album      1             
Cardinal Fritillary Argynnis pandora               5   
Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia     ?             
Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia               3   
Eastern Knapweed 
Fritillary 

Melitaea ornata       1       2   

Glanville Fritillary Melitaea cinxia                 2 
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina     3             
Small Heath Coenonympha 

pamphilus  
              2   

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria tircis     3             
Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae               2   
                      
MOTHS: (Micros)                     
Cream Spot tiger Iartiia villica               1    

                    
Other invertebrates                     
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  May 2023 
Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Common Bluetail Ischnura elegans           1       
Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta       1         3 
Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum       2           
Fire Bug Pyrrhocoris apterus           1       
Mirid Bug Orthotylus sp.                   
Ant Lion Nemoptera sinuata                 1 
Scorpion Fly Panorpa meridionalis                   
Horse-fly Tabanidae sp.                   
Fourteen-spot Ladybird Propylea 14-punctata     1             
Longhorn Beetle Morimus funereus                   
                      
MOLLUSCS:                     
Roman Snail Helix pomatia   1   1           

 
Flora 

Common name Scientific name 
Water-ferns  Salviniaceae  
Floating Fern Salvinia natans 
Spleenworts  Aspleniaceae  
Maidenhair Spleenwort Asplenium trichomanes 
Marsh Fern Family  Thelypteridaceae  
Marsh Fern Thelypteris palustris 
Water-lilies  Nymphaeaceae  
European White Water-lily Nymphaea alba 
European Yellow Water-lily Nuphar lutea 
Arum Family  Araceae  
Ivy-leaved Duckweed Lemna trisulca 
Water-plantain Family  Alismataceae  
Common Arrowhead Sagittaria sagittifolia 
Flowering-rushes  Butomaceae  
Flowering-rush Butomus umbellatus 
Frog-bit Family  Hydrocharitaceae  
Frog-bit Hydrocharis morsus-ranae 
Water-soldier Stratiotes aloides 
Pondweeds  Potamogetonaceae  
Broad-leaved Pondweed Potamogeton natans 
Bog Pondweed Potamogeton polygonifolius 
Curled Pondweed Potamogeton crispus 
Opposite-leaved Pondweed Groenlandia densa 
Bunchflower Family  Melanthiaceae  
White False-helleborine Veratrum album 
Bulrush Family  Typhaceae  
Lesser Bulrush Typha angustifolia 
Common Bulrush Typha latifolia 
Grasses  Poaceae  
Common Reed Phragmites australis 
Buttercup Family  Ranunculaceae  
Forking Larkspur Delphinium consolida 
Stonecrop Family  Crassulaceae  
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Common name Scientific name 
Spanish Stonecrop Sedum hispanicum 
Pea Family  Fabaceae  
Field Restharrow Ononis arvensis 
Mountain Clover Trifolium montanum 
Rose Family  Rosaceae  
Common Agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria 
Nettle Family  Urticaceae  
Common Nettle Urtica dioica 
Beech Family  Fagaceae  
Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur 
Downy Oak Quercus pubescens 
Birch Family  Betulaceae  
Eastern Hornbeam Carpinus orientalis 
Spindle Family  Celastraceae  
Grass-of-Parnassus Parnassia palustris 
Violets  Violaceae  
Wild Pansy Viola tricolor 
Willow Family  Salicaceae  
White Poplar Populus alba 
Hybrid Black Poplar Populus x canadensis 
White Willow Salix alba 
Grey Willow Salix cinerea 
Spurge Family  Euphorbiaceae  
Sea Spurge Euphorbia paralias 
Crane's-bills  Geraniaceae  
Meadow Crane's-bill Geranium pratense 
Sumac Family  Anacardiaceae  
Common Smoke-tree Cotinus coggygria 
Mallow Family  Malvaceae  
Silver Lime Tilia tomentosa 
Small Mallow Malva pusilla 
Marsh Mallow Althaea officinalis 
Cabbage Family  Brassicaceae  
Sea Rocket Cakile maritima 
Amaranth Family  Amaranthaceae  
Fat-hen Chenopodium album  
Bedstraw Family  Rubiaceae  
  Galium rubioides 
Borage Family Boraginaceae  
Common Viper's-bugloss Echium vulgare  
Nightshade Family  Solanaceae  
Black Nightshade Solanum nigrum 
Common Thorn-apple Datura stramonium 
Olive Family  Oleaceae    
European Privet Ligustrum vulgare  
Manna Ash Fraxinus ornus 
Plantain Family  Plantaginaceae  
Spiked Speedwell Veronica spicata  
Vervain Family  Verbenaceae  
Common Vervain Verbena officinalis 
Dead-nettle Family  Lamiaceae  
Sticky Clary Salvia glutinosa  



Romania’s Danube Delta & Carpathian Mountains  Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek July 23 16 
 

Common name Scientific name 
Balkan Clary Salvia nemorosa  
Transylvanian Clary Salvia transsylvanica 
Whorled Clary Salvia verticillata 
Gypsywort Lycopus europaeus 
Pannonic Thyme Thymus pannonicus 
  Thymus zygioides  
Water Mint Mentha aquatica 
Eastern Felty Germander Teucrium capitatum 
Ground-pine Ajuga chamaepitys 
Common Betony Betonica officinalis 
Perennial Yellow Woundwort Stachys recta  
Marsh Woundwort Stachys palustris  
White Dead-nettle Lamium album  
Large-flowered Hemp-nettle Galeopsis speciosa  
Bellflower Family  Campanulaceae  
Carpathian Bellflower Campanula carpatica 
Daisy Family  Asteraceae  
Blue Globe-thistle Echinops bannaticus 
Eastern Yellow Knapweed Centaurea orientalis  
Centaurea triumfetti squarerose knapweed 
Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare  
Marsh Sow-thistle Sonchus palustris  
European Michaelmas-daisy Aster amellus  
European Yarrow Achillea millefolium  
Common Tansy Tanacetum vulgare 
Oxeye Daisy Leucanthemum vulgare  
Viburnum Family  Viburnaceae  
European Elder Sambucus nigra  
Guelder-rose Viburnum opulus  
Umbellifers  Apiaceae  
Sea-holly Eryngium maritimum  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


