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Tour participants: Marcus Eldh (tour leader), Simon Green (co-leader), Kerrie Porteous (Naturetrek Ops Manager) 

and five Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Wednesday 15th January 

For two of us, the tour started with an early morning flight from Heathrow to Arlanda airport, Stockholm, where 

we met two further members of the group ready for the onward flight Luleå, flying in over the frozen sea. We met 

with our leaders, Marcus Eldh and Simon Green, in the arrivals hall, and popped into Luleå to collect our final two 

members of our group and some delicious sandwiches, fruit, smoothies and cinnamon buns for lunch on the move 

(daylight is limited at this time of year, so best to get on the road in order to reach our first stop before dark!).  

 

The drive to Jokkmokk should take around 2.5 hours, so after about an hour and a half we stopped for a leg stretch 

and comfort break at Storforsen nature reserve. On the way we’d seen a White-tailed Eagle soar overhead, and 

Simon spotted a couple of Roe Deer hidden in the trees by the side of the road. Arriving at Storforsen at dusk we 

were met with snowy scenes and a beautifully lit board walk leading to a series of frozen rapids. It was a decidedly 

balmy -11°C but without time to acclimatise and having not yet picked up our winter gear, it felt chilly! 

 

A little further along the road to Jokkmokk we were met with our first ”traffic jam” of 4 cars ahead, which had 

stopped as a crane was blocking the road (a Common Crane for our list – haha!). Using our binoculars we could 

see a lorry had gone off the side of the road, and the crane was going in to retrieve it. We watched with interest 

for about 10 minutes, before wondering quite how long it might all take. It had dropped to -15 now, so we all 

stayed in the van as Marcus went to investigate. The workers laughed when he asked if it might take an hour: 

“several!” was the official verdict. But, good news, one of the cars in front was in contact with some local reindeer 

herders, who thought that another route through the forests was clear of snow. We decided to follow them rather 

than stay watching the crane for the rest of the night, and though the first track we went down didn’t look right 

(and Google definitely made it look like a dead end), the second one was more successful. We stopped again very 

briefly as we crossed the border into the Arctic Circle, and then again at a local outfitter just outside Jokkmokk to 

collect our cold weather gear. Michelin Man status achieved, we checked into our Hotel Åkerlund and then 

reconvened in the candle lit dining room, complete with roaring fire, for a delicious dinner of Arctic Char, birch-

smoked butter which went down VERY well and crème brullee. 

 

After we’d all eaten our fill, Marcus gave a short 

introductory presentation about the area, and what we 

might see, before we then donned our cold weather 

gear and headed out into the night. We found a 

suitable frozen lake, built a fire, and enjoyed hot 

lingonberry juice from our thermos flasks. There were 

just a few stars and the moon glinting between clouds, 

but no sign of any northern light activity. It was 

peaceful and magical nonetheless. On our return 

journey to the hotel Marcus used his huge spotlight to 

have a look in amongst the trees lining the road, and 

we spotted our first 2 Moose and 3 Reindeer on the way home. We were tucked up in bed soon after midnight – 

a long but wonderful first day!  

Naturetrek group (Simon Green) 
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Day 2 Thursday 16th January 

We met for breakfast at 8.30 this morning, then at 9.30 we set off for the very short (5 minute) drive to Matti and 

Stina’s home. They have 53 gorgeous huskies, and we helped to get them out of their pens and hooked up to the 

sleds. The dogs were itching to run, and it was hard to keep the sled 

from setting off as the excitement mounted! But suddenly, with a 

quick shout of “yip yip!” from Matti or Stina – each taking the role 

of musher at the back of our two sleds – we were off! Soon we were 

zooming across frozen lakes and past snow-covered forests. It was 

silent and still; stunning. We stopped midway for fika (coffee and 

cinnamon biscuits) in a laavu with roaring fire, and enjoyed 

watching a Willow Tit coming to the nearby feeder. We then 

resumed our husky safari, and eventually returned to the start, 

where we reluctantly bade farewell to our wonderful hosts and their 

delightful huskies.  

 

We returned to the hotel for lunch (delicious buffet with some 

really excellent pancakes for pudding), and a bit of free time to 

catch up on sleep, read, visit the sauna, or potter into town. 

 

We met at 4pm to drive 15 minutes out of Jokkmokk to Anna’s 

place. Anna is a local Sami lady who has a corral where she keeps 

around 35 reindeer – those that are unwell and need extra attention, 

or who missed the opportunity to be tagged this year, or those that are just a bit special and have become like 

family! We went to meet them and feed them reindeer moss, whilst hearing more from Anna about the lives of 

reindeer herder families like hers. We then retired to her laavu where she fed us with homemade bread and reindeer 

or char stew, and we shared stories and spoke of our passions and hopes in life. Anna performed her son’s “joyk” 

for us – a form of traditional song, a type of expression, which was banned for many years when it was condemned 

as sinful. Joyks are often dedicated to a single person, and are deeply personal; it was clear that in meant a lot to 

Anna, and in turn a lot to us for her to share it with us. Anna is an inspirational and passionate woman, and this 

rubbed off on all of us. We shared huge hugs as we prepared to leave for our hotel, feeling sure that we’d made a 

friend for life.  

 

After a few minutes back at the hotel to reorganise ourselves, we headed out to another frozen lake to build another 

fire and check for the northern lights. We had a good view northwards from here, and there looked to be a little 

stretch of light to the north which didn’t have good reason to be there. Simon took a photograph with a long 

exposure, and sure enough, it came out green, confirming that we were looking at the northern lights! After a little 

while we could see them starting to build a little and we could see the arc coming and going, and occasionally 

growing a bit stronger. It didn’t develop into a “wow” display, but that didn’t stop us enjoying another stunning 

evening by the fire, this time with amazing stars and a great view of the Milky Way. We also learnt the Sami moose 

constellation – we know the antlers better as Casiopea! 

 

Husky safari (Simon Green) 



Northern Lights and Wildlife in Swedish Lapland Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     October 20 3 
 

Day 3 Friday 17th January 

Today we drove west from Jokkmokk in search of the area’s winter wildlife. Our very first stop came just on the 

outskirts of the town, when we spotted 15 or so Black Grouse sitting in a tree just to the side of the road (plus a 

House Sparrow – not exciting but new for the trip list!). The great thing about driving around this area in winter 

is that all sorts of short cuts have been created over the frozen lakes, so we took the lake road and stopped just 

briefly to enjoy the sight of some reindeer heading across the lake in the opposite direction. Next up was a beautiful 

male Bullfinch looking bright and colourful ahead of us on the road. It wasn’t long then before Charlotte shouted 

“MOOSE” and we stopped abruptly to see our 

first Moose of the day sat in a forest plantation. 

We watching him for a little while until he got to 

his feet and trotted deeper into the plantation. We 

could clearly see where the Moose had been eating 

all the pine buds and willow and birch twigs! 

Shortly after we were treated to a flyover of 

another 30 Black Grouse, before we continued on 

our Moose quest… and once the sightings started 

they kept on coming! We soon had another two 

Moose, then three more a bit closer to the road, 

then we had a cow and calf even closer to the road, 

providing a lovely photo opportunity. Then followed another cow and calf, another off to the side of the road 

who kept looking across the road – we soon spotted her calf and she crossed over to join it. Finally, we enjoyed 

close views of a mother and twin calves (a boy and a girl) – a lovely one to finish on before lunch! There had been 

so many Moose that we hadn’t made it to our final destination of Kvikjokk, but it didn’t matter. Marcus found the 

perfect spot to light a fire, overlooking a snowy lake, and we enjoyed homemade soup with toasted pumpkin seeds 

and cheese and tomato toasties melted in griddle pans on the fire. 

 

By the time we had finished lunch and soaking 

in the scenery it was nearly 3pm and starting to 

go dark, so sadly we had to pack up, turn the 

van around and head back to our hotel (though 

we did spot a couple more Moose on our return 

journey too!). 

 

Back at the hotel we had some free time for 

sleeping, basking in the sauna or pottering 

around town, before a delicious dinner of 

reindeer stew or spicy lentil stew in front of the 

fire. As it was pretty cloudy out some of the 

group decided to stay and have a drink in front of the fire this evening, while others went out into nearby old 

growth forest to dig out a snowy fire pit and enjoy a roaring fire. 

 

Moose (Simon Green) 

Lunch stop (Simon Green) 
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Day 4 Saturday 18th January 

Breakfast saw the addition of a waffle machine this morning, which we were all very pleased about! At 9.30 we 

drove the short distance to the edge of town, where we walked through an incredibly beautiful section of old 

growth forest to the area’s premier bird feeding station. It was buzzing with activity, and we watched Willow, 

Crested and Great Tits coming and going, plus both 

male and female Bullfinches. We heard the call of a 

Siberian Jay, and it wasn’t long before it too arrived 

in the clearing. We had brought them some seed and 

Swedish sausage (full of fat to help them through 

the winter), and some individuals were coming right 

up to take the sausage out of our hands.  

 

After a quick pit stop back at the hotel to pack up 

and check out, we next headed north, leaving 

Jokkmokk behind, and drove for around 1.5 hours 

through snowy birch, spruce and Scots pine forests 

to the stunning Sapmi Nature Camp. Our host, 

Lennart, was waiting to great us with reviving mushroom soup and hot lingonberry juice, and some of us were 

delighted to see a Siberian Tit on the nearby feeder, as well as another Willow Tit. 

 

After a tour of the comprehensive (and excellent) toilet arrangements, we were shown to our ‘laavus’ – like tipis – 

where the woodburners were already blazing inside to keep the laavus warm and toasty. Although it was very 

tempting to sit in the comfy chairs and enjoy the fire, most of the group decided to head out and explore our 

surroundings before dark. We all chose either Nordic wooden skis or snow shoes, and after a quick lesson from 

Marcus for the skiers, we headed out across the frozen lake. Some chose to just go a little way and then head back 

to camp, whilst others walked or skied the full kilometre across the lake, following ski tracks and little foliage 

markers which showed us the way.  On the other side some of the group decided to continue along the longer trail 

that would take us through the woods, around the lake 

peninsular and then back across the lake. By this point 

it was pretty dark, and so we were quickly skiing by the 

light of our head torches. In the middle of the forest 

we paused for a few moments, to switch of our torches 

and surround ourselves with the deep silence and 

darkness of the forest. Marcus told us all about Brown 

Bear hibernation, and as we continued we looked for 

Fox, Mountain Hare and Ptarmigan tracks in the snow 

– the latter complete with snowy landing sites! It was a 

fun, other-worldly, almost magical adventure. 

 

Back at camp Lennart had kindly stoked our fires for us and we had a little time to change and sit by the fire, 

before joining together in Lennart’s log cabin for dinner. Lennart served us trout that he’d caught the previous 

summer high in the mountains, whilst telling us more about his Sami culture and sharing a joyk of the land that 

surrounded us. The night ended with much merriment and joyking whilst we helped with the washing up! We 

Exploring the forest (Kerrie Porteous) 

Sapmi Nature Camp (Kerrie Porteous) 
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popped out once or twice to see if the skies had cleared, but sadly it was still cloudy overhead. We reflected that 

although it would, of course, have been wonderful to have seen an incredible display of the Northern Lights 

overhead, there had been so much else to enjoy during our short stay in Lapland that it didn’t seem to matter to 

us at all that we hadn’t. On returning to our laavus the propane heaters were fired up, and the woodburners were 

still going strong, and we chuckled that we were actually really quite hot in our tents! Everyone had a really good 

night’s sleep after the day’s wonderful activities. 

Day 5 Sunday 19th January 

After breakfast in the log cabin this morning we left the camp and set off back to Jokkmokk. We saw more reindeer 

and Black Grouse as we drove, and Simon treated us to his Black Grouse lek impersonation. After dropping our 

rented winter clothing we continued south for our lunch stop of Arctic Char stew and fika (cinnamon buns) at the 

famous Treehotel. All too soon we were back at Luleå airport, sharing goodbye hugs and offering Marcus and 

Simon an almighty thank you for all their hard work in making our stay in Lapland a truly wonderful and memorable 

experience.  

 

Species Lists 

Birds 

Black Grouse    Tetrao tetrix                                  
White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla 
Great-spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 
Siberian Jay   Perisoreus infaustus 
Magpie    Pica pica 
Hooded Crow   Corvus cornix 
Common Raven    Corvus corax      
Great Tit    Parus major 
European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus 
Willow Tit    Poecile montanus      
Siberian Tit    Poecile cinctus 
Bullfinch    Pyrrhula pyrrhula          
House Sparrow   Passer domesticus 

 

Mammals 
 
Reindeer   Rangifer tarandus 
Red Squirrel   Lepus timidus 
European Elk (Moose)  Alces alces 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/



