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Tour Leaders:   Dave Smith  Naturetrek ornithologist 

    Amine Zorgati  Local guide  

Hedi Dmittri  Coach driver 

 

Tour Group   Terry Davis 

Rosemary Davis 

Mike Stamp 

Di Stamp 

Alf Williams 

Carol Williams 

Mike Whitlock  

Neil Anderson 

Introduction 

With the Uk’s FCO recommending that all travel to Douz and the desert area south of the Douz be avoided it 

was necessary to reschedule part of the trip, visiting the island of Kerkennah as a substitute for the sandy desert 

of the Sahara. This would have the effect of reducing the number of avian species available to us, so it was very 

pleasing to record just one species less than the March tour of 2013. Full access to the desert is expected to be 

available in the coming months, so that the 2014 tour can resume its normal programme. The weather for the 

week prior to our visit had been very wet, leaving many of the water areas with elevated levels and many 

footpaths tacky with mud. The sunny weather experienced during our stay soon alleviated the latter problem. 

Day 1 Saturday 15 March 

London Heathrow to Tunis & Bizerte   

With the flight to Tunis scheduled for 1650, Dave managed to meet most of the group as they queued at check-

in for the flight. The flight was about 2 hours late in departing, finally leaving Heathrow’s runway at 1850. With a 

tail wind assisting our journey we made good time, landing in Tunis around 2230 local time. We went through 

passport control and the baggage hall efficiently, enabling us to meet up with our final group member Mike 

Whitlock, who had flown in earlier from Vancouver. Amine, our local Tunisian guide, welcomed us all in his 

normal friendly manner before taking us to the car park where our transport for the trip and our driver, Hedi, 

were waiting. We were soon loaded up and on our way to Bizerte, arriving at the Hotel Bizerte Resort just before 

midnight. Having missed the evening meal, a refreshing repast of tuna salad and fruit was waiting for us in our 

rooms, although many opted to retire straight to bed after a long day of travel. 

Day 2 Sunday 16 March 

Bizerte & Lake Ichkuel 

Sunny later after a cloudy start. Windy. 16ºC 

We awoke to a cool, cloudy and sunny morning, and met up in the hotel grounds to gain the group’s first 

experience of Tunisian birdwatching. The garden held a number of Spanish Sparrows together with Spotless 
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Starling, Serin and Blackbird. The nearby beach was quite busy with Lesser Black-backed Gulls ruling the roost 

over the resident Yellow-legged Gulls while Mediterranean Gulls loafed nearby. Out at sea a lone Cory’s 

Shearwater ambled by together with a small group of Gannets and the occasional Cormorant. 

 

Our breakfast at 0730 was the first official gathering of the group and the ambiance of the room and the quality 

of the food ensured that everyone bonded successfully. 

 

After breakfast we were away from the hotel by 0830, heading north towards Lake Ichkuel with much 

anticipation of a good day’s birding. En route we called at a supermarket to buy supplies for the day’s picnic.  

Just before reaching the barrage at Bourguibe a number of White Stork nests were noted on the electric power 

line pylons adjacent to the roadside. Although obviously in use, only one was displaying its occupants. We soon 

reached the barrage only to find our access blocked by locked gates, which were soon opened after a brief 

negotiation between Amine and the caretaker. 

 

Here the water levels were far higher than I had witnessed before, with water cascading over the sluice and 

spillway. The first bird of note was a Kingfisher, closely followed by a group of Common Sandpipers and a flying 

flock of some 300 Wigeon. The nearby vegetation held both Greenfinch and Serin, whilst the reeds echoed to 

the calls of a Cetti’s Warbler. Scanning the lake gave us a great view of some 40 Little Grebes and the birds in 

flight here included Caspian Tern, Slender-billed Gull and a very unexpected Little Gull. 

 

Moving on to continue our anti-clockwise circuit of Lake Ichkuel, both Little and Great Egrets were on view in 

the lake side margins and a number of Swallows and House Martins were hawking for insects over a group of 

half-submerged shrubs. Stopping to view the lake from near the brick works, large rafts of Coot could be seen in 

the middle distance together with equally large numbers of Greater Flamingo. On the shoreline in front of us 

was a group of 7 Stone Curlews which eventually flew off. Overhead a splendid Pallid Swift soared through, as 

did a female Marsh Harrier. Moving on, Crested Larks, Corn Buntings and Zitting Cisticolas were evident with 

their calls, and Cattle Egrets far out-numbered Little Egrets in the roadside fields.  

 

A short stop to look at a Southern Grey Shrike in a shrubby area produced sightings of African Blue Tit, Great 

Tit, Blackcap, Sardinian Warbler, Common Bulbul and a Chaffinch of the race africans. Lunch was fast 

approaching, as was a purple patch of raptor passage, resulting in Kestrel, Booted Eagle, Short-toed Eagle, Long-

legged Buzzard and another 4 Marsh Harriers being added to our rapidly rising tally. We stopped for lunch near 

an area of flooded meadow and were able to watch Little Stints, Kentish Plovers, Redshanks and Spotted 

Redshanks going about their business as we ate. 

 

After lunch we continued towards the national park noting Stonechats on the roadside fences and a splendid 

Bluethroat foraging at the base of bushes in a muddy pond margin. This stop also produced both Ringed and 

Little Ringed Plover and a couple more Marsh Harriers. Another stop produced a Lanner Falcon perched on a 

roadside pylon, both Common and Long-legged Buzzards over the nearby hills and a super Black-winged Kite 

hovering over the adjacent farmland. 

 

We finally reached the national park, but were disappointed to see the car park and surrounding area packed by 

people on what we now knew was a public holiday. Despite this, there were a number of Great, Little and Cattle 

Egrets feeding in the general area and another large raft of Coot offshore. The steep rock formations here 
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allowed Blue Rock Thrush to be observed before we left to continue our travels. Approaching the park exit 

another Long-legged Buzzard was seen and during this brief stop at least 100 Greenfinches fled from nearby 

bushes as a Raven flew overhead. 

 

The rest of our journey was fairly quiet and so we were back at the hotel by 1705, leaving ample time to relax and 

prepare for the evening roll-call and what was to be a splendid evening meal. 

Day 3 Monday 17 March 

Bizerte to Lake Ariana, Carthage, El Meda & Korba 

Sunny & warm. About 19°C.  

We dispensed with the pre-breakfast walk so that we could be on the road by 0800 to avoid the morning traffic 

in the area. Making our way towards Carthage we made an unscheduled stop by the side of the motorway to view 

a flooded area on the Mtique Plain. Here the wildfowl were taking advantage of the recent floods and Gadwall, 

Garganey, Mallard and Coot were well represented. Also on view were Little Grebe, Black-winged Stilt, Grey 

Heron and both Little and Great Egrets. A Reed Warbler sang from nearby phragmites reeds as a Zitting 

Cisticola displayed overhead. 

 

Restarting we were treated to large numbers of occupied White Stork nests on the roadside pylons, and Cattle 

Egrets in most of the arable fields. A Raven and Southern Grey Shrike were the only predators of note as we 

approached Lake Ariana, a site recommended to us by our driver, Hedi. His recommendation was well founded 

as immediately a massive flock of some 2,000+ Shovelers were sighted, together with 500 Shelducks, 500 

Mallards and at least 2,500 Greater Flamingoes. We then moved about 400 metres down the road to a sand spit 

that stretched out into the lake. Walking along it produced a few species of wader including Stone Curlew, 

Greenshank, Spotted Redshank, Little Stint, Kentish Plover and both Common and Green Sandpipers. From 

here other wildfowl were on show including Teal, Wigeon, Tufted Duck and Gadwall. Gulls were present too 

with Slender-billed, Black-headed and Yellow-legged loafing at the end of the spit, while the grebes were not to 

be out-done, a group of some 50 Black-necked easily out numbering the lone Crested.  

 

Back on the bus we made our way to Carthage where we visited the Cisterns of La Malga, the Cathedral and the 

National Museum. Amine gave a very interesting talk on the historical and archaeological status of the sites 

which demonstrated what a fount of knowledge he is. Among the birds on view in and around the Cathedral 

were African Blue Tit, Southern Grey Shrike, Common Bulbul, Black Redstart and Collared Dove. Butterflies 

emerging in the ever-rising temperatures included Small White, Large White and Red Admiral. New for most 

people were a number of chains of Processionary Moth caterpillars, shuffling nose to tail towards the museum 

entrance. 

Restarting, we drove past the old Punic port towards the centre of town where we ate a splendid lunch in the 

restaurant La Victoire. 

 

Back on the bus we continued east, crossing the arable southern part of the Cap Bon peninsular in the direction 

of Korba. Laughing Doves and Spanish Sparrows were on view in most villages, and a stop to explore hillside 

woodland proved fruitless apart from a couple of splendid Cleopatra butterflies. Over the ridge from here is our 

normal stop for larks, so we alighted and walked along the road for about half a mile scanning the adjacent 
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farmland for suitable species. The crops were quite advanced so the sightings of Skylark and Crested Lark were 

welcome. Also here were good numbers of Corn Bunting and Zitting Cisticola, with the odd Goldfinch and 

Stonechat thrown in for good measure. Birds of prey included Marsh Harrier, Black-winged Kite and at least 

three Kestrels. Two Ravens were noted over the nearby ridge just as Provence Hairstreak, a new butterfly for 

some of the group, was found on the roadside flora. 

 

Remounting our transport we had only driven a couple of miles when a new landfill site came into sight giving us 

views of Yellow-legged and Lesser Black-backed Gulls feeding on the deposited rubbish with small groups of 

Little Egrets and White Storks. A little further along was our turning to El Meda, a site we had found access to 

during the September 2013 trip, when some 50 White-headed Ducks had been a major thrill. Reaching our point 

of access we dismounted the vehicle and took the footpath through arable land to an elevated point that gives a 

good view of the mid-section of the Chilba Reservoir. Disappointingly there were no White-headed Ducks but 

Ferruginous Duck and Garganey were a reasonable substitute. Large numbers of Coot were present as were 

Little Grebes, Great Crested Grebes, Teal and a pair of Wigeon. The surrounding farmland produced Crested 

Larks, a couple of Short-toed Larks and a singing but secretive Quail. Again Marsh Harriers were present as was 

Black-winged Kite and Kestrel. At least three Southern Grey Shrikes graced the field hedgerows, while Rock and 

Laughing Doves frequented the nearby village dwellings. Back in the bus we had only just reached the outskirts 

of the village when the shout of ‘Stop!’ erupted from the back half of the vehicle. We all alighted at great pace to 

witness a flock of some 55 Common Cranes flying over, calling as they went; this was for some the highlight of a 

marvellous day’s birding. It was now about 1720, too late to make a worthwhile stop at the Korba Lagoons, so 

we took a recently opened new road and sped our way to our destination, although Little Owl, 2 Black-winged 

Kites and another Marsh Harrier threatened to delay our progress. We made good time on this under-used 

highway, arriving in Korba some 30 minutes later, allowing Greater Flamingoes, Glossy Ibis and a large roost of 

both Little and Cattle Egrets to be seen from the bus as we passed by the lagoons.  

  

We were soon checked into the African Jade Hotel in Korba, and after a quick shower enjoyed a refreshing drink 

as we discussed and compiled the list of the day’s sightings. A splendid evening meal was enjoyed by all, the 

decor and high standards making this hotel the favourite of the trip. 

Day 4 Tuesday 18 March 

Korba, Cap Bon, Kerkouane, Kelibia & Korba 

Sunny & warm, with a breeze from the north-west from late morning. Temp: 20°C 

A leisurely stroll around the hotel grounds before breakfast gave us good sightings of Southern Grey Shrike and 

Hoopoe on the beach and good numbers of Spanish Sparrows, Serins, Greenfinches, Robins and Laughing 

Doves in the gardens. A Common Bulbul was in good voice but was very elusive. Out to sea a small flock of 

Greater Flamingoes passed over, as did a single Caspian Tern and a Slender-billed Gull. 

 

After a superb breakfast we set off north, calling at the adjacent supermarket for provisions, before arriving at 

the Korba Lagoons. Here at least 500 Greater Flamingoes were on show together with some 50 Slender-billed 

Gulls whose breasts were almost as pink as the flamingoes’. Fruitful scanning by the group enabled a mixed 

variety of good birds to be observed with 3 White-headed Duck and 4 Marbled Duck being the rarest. Waders 

were here in good number with some 250 Black-winged Stilt leading the count, allowing Ruff, Greenshank, 
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Common Snipe and Stone Curlew to make up the numbers. The nearby Cattle Egret roost contained about 100 

birds and these occasionally flew to the lagoon margins to join Little Egret and Spoonbills in the search for food. 

With more than 30 Yellow Wagtails in the waterside vegetation it was surely an omen that migration was 

occurring. This wagtail gathering contained at least four races, with Iberiae, Flammisimo, Feldegg and flava all 

identified. Heading back to the highway we made a brief stop for a Little Owl before once more heading towards 

Cap Bon.  

 

As we passed the nearby Soccoba factory we pulled in to the lay-by to scan the river and reedbed below, adding 

Cetti’s Warbler, Sedge Warbler and African Blue Tit to our tally. Here the group were thrilled to count some 25 

European Pond Terrapins and were amazed to see a Kestrel consuming a small snake as it flew by. 

 

Our successful morning had delayed our arrival at the Cap Bon summit, but nothing was spoiled as good 

numbers of Moussier’s Redstart were noted right from the off. At least 5 Blue Rock Thrushes put in an 

appearance as did 15 Black Redstarts, 2 Northern Wheatears, a single Black-eared Wheatear and a hand-full of 

Thekla Larks. Bee-eaters were heard overhead but not located and a small cliff-top puddle held a large green frog 

which has to remain unidentified. Looking out to sea small numbers of Cory’s Shearwaters were passing by and 

the breeze was just starting to get up. Almost immediately, large numbers of Migrant Emperor Dragonflies came 

in from the sea, and within a few minutes were being chased, captured and consumed by a flock of some 15 

Lesser Kestrels that also appeared from over the sea. Next to arrive was a Long-legged Buzzard, closely followed 

by the first of 4 Marsh Harriers and a splendid dark-phase Booted Eagle. More Lesser Kestrels appeared, which 

we assumed was the same flock hunting the sheer rocky cliffs, and then 2 Peregrines and at least 3 Lanner 

Falcons soared by. With lunch calling we retreated to the coach for a welcome picnic, keeping our eyes on the 

now busy sky as we went. Two groups of raptors passed over during our feast made up of 45 Black Kites, 2 

Common Buzzards, 2 Common Kestrels, A single Goshawk and another Lanner Falcon. A group of 3 White 

Storks also went over, followed minutes later by a pair of Black Storks and about 10 Alpine Swifts. On the 

ground a Tunisian Spur-thighed Tortoise allowed a moment of tranquillity as did the hunting down of Eastern 

Orange Tip, Red Admiral, Painted Lady and Clouded Yellow butterflies. 

 

With lunch and all the excitement of raptor passage over we made our way down the headland to the ancient 

ruins of the old Punic settlement of Kerkouane. Here Amine gave a fascinating insight into the history of the 

low-lying remains which still contain many of the original floors and drainage structures. Few birds were noted 

within the ruins area, although Chaffinches of the race Africans came quite close to us and a quail could be heard 

calling from the denser vegetation. Out at sea, huge numbers of Cory’s Shearwaters were streaming by in a long 

constant line. We estimated that around 600 birds per minute were moving by, suggesting that some 30,000 

individuals had passed during our 50-minute stay.  

 

Leaving Kerkouane around 1615, we reached our next intended cultural stop of Kalibia Fort some 20 minutes 

later, only to find it closed. While viewing from the car park Amine again described the history of this hilltop 

fortress which contains both Punic and Roman remains that were found below the present 6th century 

Byzantine structure. Birds here included a Black Redstart on the fort ramparts and the still constant movement 

of Cory’s Shearwaters out at sea, now slowed down to 500 passing per minute. We calculated that (from arriving 

at Kerkouane and leaving Kalibia and hour and a half later) some 50,000 birds must have passed the area during 

that time, and they were still going by. 
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Back in the coach we made a brief stop on the outskirts of Kalibia where a small lake gave good views of Teal, 

Shoveler, Black-winged Stilt, Green Sandpiper and Common Snipe.  

 

Next stop was back at the Korba lagoons in the hope of something ‘dropping in’ at dusk. Alighting from the 

vehicle we had only walked 20 or so metres when we were covered in masses of midges. Those in shorts dashed 

back to administer insect repellent while others opted to view from the safety of the bus. Despite the 

inconvenience our 20-minute stay produced 4 Marbled Ducks, a Common Snipe, a Wood Sandpiper and a 

splendid roost of some 500 Cattle Egrets. 

 

Back at the African Jade Hotel we again enjoyed the food and atmosphere after compiling a varied but 

comprehensive daily log. What a great day it had been. 

Day 5 Wednesday 19 March 

Korba to Hergla, Sidi Bou Ali & Monastir  

Sunny & hot, about 25 °C 

Some pre-breakfast birding in the hotel grounds produced 3 Hoopoes and a passing Pallid Swift and very little 

on the sea apart from a fly-by group of 30 Cormorants. 

 

After breakfast we checked out of the hotel and, with a shorter drive scheduled for the day, decided to have a 

quick look on the Korba Lagoons before driving south. The grassy area adjacent to the access track held 4 

Northern Wheatears and 4 Stone Curlews and a nearby cactus was a fine perch for a pair of Little Owls. There 

was nothing new on the main water area with 200 Black-winged Stilts still the most common wader; Ruff 

numbers had increased to around 100 and Wood Sandpipers had doubled to 2. Birds of prey were represented 

by a splendid plumaged male Marsh Harrier and a Black-winged Kite that hovered, then perched, just yards from 

our group. At least 50 Yellow Wagtails, of the races previously mentioned, were present together with a handfull 

of Meadow Pipits. Other birds of note were 3 Marbled Duck and a single Glossy Ibis. 

 

Resuming our journey we passed through Korba and were well on our way south when another interesting 

lagoon appeared, which we learnt was Korba Lagoon South. Pulling off the road to view it, large numbers of 

Black-winged Stilt were again present together with reasonable numbers of Greater Flamingo. The only wildfowl 

visible was a small group of Shelduck, although gulls were widespread with Black-headed, Slender-billed and 

Yellow-legged all showing in good numbers. It was here that we had our first Barbary Partridges for the trip, a 

target and life-tick for more than one member of the group. 

Continuing our journey we passed through an area of mainly arable farmland with about 15 occupied White 

Stork nests on both sides of the road. Approaching the small seaside town of Hergla a pair of Ravens flew over, 

before we parked up, overlooking the harbour and then at the nearby fish farms, as we waited for one of 

Amine’s birdwatching friends to join us for the afternoon. The harbour was fairly poor bird-wise but the fish 

farm had at least 150 Cormorants on show, together with at least 10 Grey Herons, 4 Black-necked Grebes and a 

distant flock of 20 or so Avocet. When Amine’s friend arrived we indulged in a swift picnic then drove a couple 

of miles to Sidi Bou Ali where we walked along the banks of the small stream-like river of the Oued Sed. It 

eventually opened out into a small reed-fringed lake; however, spent shotgun cartridges in the area suggested that 

the site had recently been disturbed. Nevertheless, Reed Warbler and Chiffchaff were heard, and at least 4 Water 
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Rails were present, their pig-like squeals giving away their secretive existence. Coot and Moorhen were fairly 

common as was Black-winged Stilt. Passage waders included 15 Wood Sandpipers and a couple of Green 

Sandpipers, but the only wildfowl of note was a single Marbled Duck. Star bird for the site was our only Purple 

Swamphen for the trip, seen by all as it flew before dropping in to dense cover. Butterflies were present as the 

temperature increased, allowing Greenish Black Tip, Small Copper, Common Blue and Clouded Yellow to be 

observed. Back in the coach we made our way to Sousse to drop our afternoon guide off, taking advantage of a 

little outdoor cafe to refresh ourselves as we watched the comings and goings of the nearby Medina. 

 

Restarting about 1645 we made the short trip to the saltpans and lagoons behind Monastir airport, an area I have 

visited with much success on numerous family holidays. On arrival, all of the lagoons held high levels of water so 

it was no surprise to see very few waders present. The sum total of waders here was 2 Little Stints and singles of 

Redshank, Greenshank, Green Sandpiper and Avocet. Good numbers of Black-headed, Slender-billed and 

Yellow-legged Gulls were noted, as was the usual array of some 500 Greater Flamingoes. With little else to see 

and being just a few minutes from our hotel we made the decision to have a reasonably early finish so that we 

could rehydrate in the bar before our evening meal.  

 

It was about 1800 when we arrived at the Hotel El Mouradi in Skanes. We quickly prepared for our meal and 

opted to carry out the roll-call after its conclusion. The hotel was extremely busy and by the time we had eaten 

our meal a group of Tunisian animation trainees were in full swing entertaining a delegation of animation 

conference delegates. The noise was so loud you could barely hold a conversation never mind carry out the 

rituals of the log, and they were in a different part of the hotel. We managed to muddle through and then all 

retired to our rooms where the noise was somewhat suppressed, and surprisingly we all managed to sleep. 

Fortunately this part of trip and the hotel was a substitute for the unavailable Douz area and so may not be 

required again. 

Day 6 Thursday 20 March 

Monastir to El Jem, Sfax, & the ferry crossing to Kerkennah 

Cloudy with bright spells. Max temp 20ºC. 

Eager to banish the experience of the previous night we participated in a nourishing breakfast before checking 

out and heading to the world’s 6th biggest Roman amphitheatre at El Jem. 

 

El Jem is about 75 minutes’ drive from Monastir through a monoculture of Olive and Almond groves so the 

number of interesting birds seen was limited to Swifts, Swallows and House Martins. 

Arriving in the coach park at El Jem we were immediately rewarded with a Montagu’s Harrier flying directly 

above our heads. The short walk to the amphitheatre produced many Rock Doves and the odd Common 

Kestrel. Inside this impressive structure Amine gave an informed resumé of the history and origins of the site 

which was reputed to have been built in AD230 and was capable of seating some 30,000 spectators. The wildlife 

here is rather sparse so the sighting of half a dozen Pallid Swifts and 2 Lesser Kestrels was much appreciated. 

 

After splitting to allow everyone to explore the superb ruins at their leisure we returned to our transport and 

headed off to the nearby Mosaic Museum. Here we marvelled at the extent and quality of the vast array of ornate 
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mosaics, many containing images of birds and animals. The surrounding gardens were alive with the songs of 

Greenfinch and Serin and butterflies, such as Large White, Small White and Red Admiral, were noted. 

 

Back on the bus we made the journey to Sfax where we had a traditional Tunisian lunch in a cafe situated within 

the walls of the Medina, before joining the queue for the 1400 ferry to the Island of Kerkennah. Kerkennaah was 

included in the trip by the ground agents to replace the loss of Douz and the desert, but has not been visited by 

Naturetrek before. Internet searches suggested that there were good birding areas here. 

 

Loaded onto the ferry for our 1hour crossing, the group assembled on the top deck in the hope of turning the 

trip into a pelagic. Things seemed okay with a Caspian Tern and a number of Mediterranean Gulls in the harbour 

and a vast roost of Rock/Feral Doves outside a portside grain store. Late in casting off, the ferry was soon out 

onto the open sea, passing a marker buoy decked in some 60 Cormorants before heading up a well-marked 

channel towards our destination. Mediterranean Gulls were quite common on the crossing, as were Sandwich 

Terns and Yellow-legged Gulls. Other seabirds of note included a single Common Tern and, unexpectedly, 3 

Arctic Skuas and a Great Skua. Halfway across the journey  a small pod of Short-beaked Common Dolphin were 

seen in the mid-distance directly in front of the boat, their acrobatic display thrilling most of the passengers on 

board before our attention was drawn to another pod, this time Bottlenose Dolphins heading towards the ferry 

on the port side. They approached so close that they almost swam into the side of the boat before submerging 

and swimming away. What a fantastic few minutes! We were so enthralled that none of us managed to get a 

photograph. 

 

Docking about 1635 we soon made our way towards our accommodation, birding on the way. Although the flat 

landscape was rather sparsely populated we managed to record 5 Southern Grey Shrikes, 4 Northern Wheatears 

and a Marsh Harrier from the vehicle, before we found a splendid little harbour where we walked on the jetty for 

a few moments of pure tranquillity. The scenery was stunning as the sun began to set. Birds in this area included 

Common Sandpiper, Greenshank and Great Crested Grebe.   

 

Arriving at the Grand Hotel we checked in and refreshed ourselves before meeting up for a splendid evening 

meal. We compiled the day’s log after our repast and were thrilled to hear the eerie calls of a Stone Curlew as we 

retired to our rooms. 

Day 7 Friday 21 March 

Kerkennah Island, return by ferry to Sfax & Thyna Salt Lakes. 

Sunny & warm, becoming breezy late afternoon. Temperature 21ºC.  

We awoke to a clear, sunny day and a met for a pre-breakfast walk at 0700, spotting little in the hotel grounds 

other than Southern Grey Shrike, Spotless Starling, Collared Dove and a few Laughing Doves. Outside the hotel 

compound we discovered a scrubby area that immediately produced 2 Hoopoes, one very obligingly perched in 

the open to allow reasonable photography. The same tree later gave up Subalpine Warbler, while the general area 

increased our Shrike tally to five. Breakfast was pleasant, after which we checked out and mounted the vehicle 

ready for our exploration of the island, only to dismount almost immediately to rush to the balcony of room 72 

where a number of waders were in view after landing on a small sandbar nearby. The fare on offer was 25 Grey 
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Plover, 3 Dunlin, 20 Sanderling and a single Turnstone. Unbeknown to us this was to be the cream of the 

sightings that morning.   

 

Finally leaving the hotel we drove steadily to the northern tip of the island, frequently stopping to search for 

birds as we went. Apart from a couple of Southern Grey Shrikes and the occasional Crested and Thekla Larks, 

nothing was evident until we reached a village that had small fields enclosed by low stone walls. Here we saw a 

number of Northern Wheatears and our best total of Barbary Partridges: 7 in all. Also in this area were a good 

number of Cloudy Yellow butterflies, a couple of Painted Ladies and our first Swallowtail of the trip. 

 

With time getting on we had to make a dash to the bottom of the island to catch the midday ferry; we’d been 

delayed a couple of times by remote litter dumps that were frequented by Yellow-legged and Lesser Black-

backed Gulls.  

 

We were safely in the ferry queue by 1130 which enabled us to take advantage of the port cafeteria where we all 

consumed coffee and a snack. Setting sail at 1230 for Sfax, our top deck viewing produced at least 3 Caspian 

Terns, 3 Gull Billed Terns and a fantastic count of 60 Mediterranean Gulls. Cormorants were again perched in 

good numbers on the guidance buoys, but we only had one cetacean sighting: a single Bottlenose Dolphin. 

 

We left the ship at 1335 and made our way to a nearby cafe where we ate a pleasant lunch. In addition to the 

traditional fare served up in the Medina the previous day, both pizza and kebabs were made available to us. 

 

After lunch Amine had arranged for us to view the Thyna Salt lakes, a vast area of lagoons and saltpans located 

just south of Sfax and in the ownership of the local Salt Works. To this end he had acquired a permit and the 

services of Habib Dlensi, a local birder who works at the site and is a representative of the Tunisian Birding 

Association. With Habib in the vehicle we spent all afternoon, up until dusk, driving around the endless labyrinth 

of lagoon bankings, stopping occasionally to view the many offerings on view. We managed to see around 50 

species here, the more common being 2,000 Greater Flamingoes, 3,000 Slender-billed Gulls, 1,500 Yellow-legged 

gulls and a staggering 700 Cormorants. Waders were everywhere, the tally being an impressive 15 Greenshank, 

10 Kentish Plover, 1 Wood Sandpiper, 150 Avocet, 10 Common Sandpiper, 75 Little Stint, 90 Black-tailed 

Godwit, 1 Little ringed Plover , 2 Spotted Redshank, 300 Dunlin, 15 Ruff , 30 Oystercatcher, 25 Black-winged 

Stilts, 15 Grey Plover, 30 Turnstone and a solitary Curlew Sandpiper. Wildfowl were also found here and 

included 7 Pintail, a first for the trip, 4 White-headed Ducks, 4 Marbled Ducks and some 100+ Shelducks. 

Determined not to be missed, a roost of 15 Spoonbills, together with 50 Little Egrets and a Great Egret was 

noted, and at least 5 Marsh Harriers also came in the roost, selecting a nearby reedbed for their overnight stay. 

With darkness nearly upon us we had just enough time to observe 4 Little Owls before conveying our thanks to 

Habib and heading off to our next overnight accommodation. 

 

Arriving in Mahres, we had checked in to the Tamaris Hotel by 1915 and were enjoying a splendid meal, made all 

the more enjoyable as we celebrated Alf and Carol’s 22nd Wedding Anniversary with cake and wine. The roll-call 

was conducted with much pleasure as everyone commented on the fabulous afternoon’s birding. The Thyna Salt 

Lakes were impressive and it is an area that we must make a permanent fixture in future itineraries. 
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Day 8 Saturday 22 March 

Bouhedma National Park, Mamata & ferry to DJerba Island  

Sunny & warm. Maximum temperature 20ºC 

After a basic, but adequate, breakfast we checked out early and were planning to be on the road by 0700 but 

were delayed by the sighting of a pair of Peregrine Falcons on the telecommunication towers nearby. We had 

been joined again by Habib Dlensi at the invitation of Amine. After calling at a nearby shop for water and 

provisions to supplement the sandwiches prepared by the hotel, we then made good progress towards our 

destination stopping occasionally to view the more unusual species that inhabit this area.  

 

One stop produced our first Desert Wheatear; another brought a crescendo of calling birds, which were 

identified as Lesser Short-toed Larks, some 150 individuals in about 6 separate flocks. Both Crested and Short-

toed Larks were also seen in reasonable numbers, as was Kestrel and Northern Wheatear. On one stop Habib 

turned over a large boulder and discovered a Fat-tailed Scorpion underneath it; this large specimen said to be one 

of the deadliest in Africa. Many were brave enough to take photographs, but my camera was still in the vehicle, 

and I missed out. 

 

Approaching the Bouhedma Park gates both Marsh and Hen Harriers were seen, as was our first Woodchat 

Shrike. It was now 0925, the earliest we had ever arrived, so we were anticipating good things before the 

temperatures forced the park’s inhabitants to seek the cover of shade. With the aid of Amine and Habib, who is 

a friend of the park ranger, we managed to persuade the ranger to take us to an area that many sought-after 

mammals were frequenting, rather than search fruitlessly in the wrong areas. With negotiations complete we 

drove to an area not previously visited by us and within 5 minutes were looking at a distant group of a dozen or 

so Scimitar-horned Oryx. The ranger invited us to dismount and he escorted us across the stony terrain towards 

the animals, until the optimum distance to avoid disturbance was reached. From this location we could also see a 

similar sized group of Addax and the odd pair of Dorcas Gazelle. This was my third visit to the park and the 

views of all three species were the best I had experienced by far. We continued to walk around this area allowing 

Woodchat Shrike, Southern Grey Shrike, Northern Wheatear and a group of 6 Hoopoes to be observed.  

 

Going back to the bus we drove towards the base of the mountains and recorded Black-eared Wheatear, 

Subalpine Warbler, and Short-toed, Lesser Short-toed, Crested, and Thekla Larks. Barbary Partridges were heard 

but not seen and a damp area of vegetation reverberated to the sound of Marsh Frogs. 

We headed back to the information centre making good use of the facilities before browsing the informative 

museum displays and the fenced pen containing a group of 5 Barbary Sheep. Deciding not to picnic in the park 

we made our way to the extension area some 10 kilometres to the south, noting Tawny Pipit on our travels. We 

parked outside the extension and took advantage of our pre-prepared sandwiches while we observed the wildlife 

on offer. Here our first Ostriches were on view, together with more mammals in the form of Addax, Scimitar-

horned Oryx and Dorcas gazelles. Avian species disrupting the lunch included a pair of Fulvous Babblers, a male 

Marsh Harrier and a majestic Bonelli’s Eagle. Butterflies were common here with Greenish Black Tip, Tiger 

Blue, Desert Swallowtail, Bath White, Clouded Yellow and Painted Lady all observed. We restarted our journey 

at about 1315 and immediately stopped to observe a flock of some 150 Lesser Short-toed Larks as they flew 

from the barren farmland into the more grassy extension area. Before reaching Gabes we stopped at a palm 

plantation and were pleased to add Chiffchaff, Blackcap and Wryneck to the day’s species list.  
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Dropping Habib off in Gabes for him to make his own way back to Mahres, we then made our way to Matmata, 

the area famous for the Troglodyte cave-dwellers and the area of much filming in the Star Wars movie series.  

We visited a couple of troglodyte caves, the first welcoming us with bread, mint tea, olive oil dip and our much 

wanted House Bunting. The second was a cave used in a Star Wars film and it obliged some members of the 

group with sightings of Trumpeter Finch. 

 

Time was getting on and we still had some distance to travel to reach our Hotel in Djerba. On restarting, our 

first Black Wheatears were seen, as was our first Gundi, a little short-eared rabbit-like mammal. The traditional 

lookout stop on the outskirts of Matmata was quite congested with local tourists but it did not deter 2 Desert 

Larks from giving super views. Back on the road again we sped through the superb mountain scenery via 

TouJene towards the ferry port for Djerba. Along the way we saw another 20 or so Black Wheatears and a 

further 8 or 9 Gundis. It was dark when we reached the ferry port only to discover a long queue waiting for the 

ferries. It was later discovered that the ferry captains had staged a lightning strike that afternoon, thereby causing 

the chaos we were experiencing. The queue subsided more speedily than expected and we were on the island 

about an hour later. A long drive to the far end of the island and a driver error in locating our hotel, the Dar 

Salem, meant that we finally arrived there at 10pm! We went straight in for our evening meal and postponed our 

roll-call until our gathering at the airport the next day. The meal was adequate, improved all the more by a couple 

of bottles of wine. It had been a long day but the mammal sightings in Bouhedma and the spectacular scenery 

around Matmata had made it all worthwhile. 

Day 9 Sunday 23 March 

Djerba to Tunis to London  

Hazy sun. 20ºC. 

After breakfast at 0630, we checked out of the hotel, then headed to Djerba airport for our 0900 internal flight to 

Tunis. On the way the usual array of Spotless Starlings, Laughing and Collared Dove put in an appearance as did 

a lone Swallow migrating south. The airport car park brought our final sighting of Southern Grey Shrike.  

 

Our flight was on time and we touched down in Tunis around 1000. Picking up our luggage ready to check in for 

our early afternoon flight back to London, we said our goodbyes to Amine, and to Mike Whitlock, who was 

going to Grenoble for a conference. After taking refreshments we checked in for our flight to London and  

carried out the previous day’s roll call while waiting for our flight to be called. To our disappointment the flight 

was delayed for an hour.  

 

We landed at Heathrow at about 1635 where we said goodbye to our newly made friends and departed for our 

various home destinations. 
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history. We had a seen respectable list of 150 species of birds between us, recorded in a varied range of habitats 
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with both resident and migratory birds noted. We also saw a good number of butterflies and dragonflies many of 

which eluded identification. Taking i to account the mammals seen in the national parks visited, Tunisia’s flora 

and fauna is worthy of further exploration. Naturetrek’s visits have already proved that an important bird 

migration takes place here, so further exploration is recommended. My thanks also go to all the members of the 

group who contributed in a variety of ways to make this a particularly memorable trip. I thoroughly enjoyed your 

company. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

Group inside  El Jem ampitheatre 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (c = common, H = heard) 

      March 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Ostrich Struthio camelus       14  

2 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 10 10  24  35   

3 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 60 30  2     

4 Black –necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis  50  20  15   

5 Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea 1  10000+      

6 Northern Gannet Morus bassanus 3  6      

7 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 10 30 100 250 70 700 1 6 

8 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 200 300 600 200     

9 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 120 75 100 50 5 50  1 

10 Great Egret Egretta alba 5 1 3   1   

11 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 1 15 1 20 1 20  12 

12 White Stork Ciconia ciconia 15 30 4 30     

13 Black Stork Ciconia nigra   2      

14 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus  3  2     

15 Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia   6   15   

16 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber 1500 3000 1000 1500  2000  250+ 

17 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna  500 25 10  100   

18 Gadwall Anas strepera  6 6 4     

19 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 60 300 10 6  10   

20 Pintail Anas acuta      7   

21 Shoveler Anas clypeata  2000 20 5     

22 Wigeon Anas penelope 200 15  1     

23 Teal Anas crecca  25 20      

24 Garganey Anas querquedula  30       

25 Marbled Duck Marmaronetta angustirostris   8 4  4   

26 Tufted Duck Aythy fuligula 10 30       

27 Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca  6       

28 White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala   3   6   

29 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus 1  1      

30 Bonelli’s Eagle Aquila fasciaetus       1  

31 Booted Eagle Aquila pennatus 1  2      

32 Black Kite Milvus migrans   45      

33 Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 1 7  1   1  

34 Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus     1    

35 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus       1  

36 Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 10 5 5 4 1 5 3 1 

37 Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus 2  1  1    

38 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 1  2      

39 Northern Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 2     1      

40 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis   1      

41 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 10 10 6 4 1 2 10  

42 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni   15  2    

43 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   2    2  

44 Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 1  4      

45 Barbary Partridge Alectoris barbara    2  8 H  

46 Common Quail Cotirnix cotirnix  1H 1H      

47 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 2 2 6 10     
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

48 Coot Fulica atra  3500 1000 50 25    

49 Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio    1     

50 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus    4H     

51 Common Crane Grus grus  55       

52 Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus      30   

53 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus  20 250 250  20   

54 Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta    40  120   

55 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus 15 5   2H    

56 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 5        

57 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 1   1  1   

58 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 10 2    10   

59 Grey Plover Pluvialis  squatarola      50   

60 Turnstone Arenaria interpres      50   

61 Sanderling Calidris alba      30   

62 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris  ferruginea      1   

63 Dunlin Calidris  alpina      300   

64 Little Stint Calidris  minuta 60 15  4  50   

65 Ruff Philomachus pugnax   80 50  15   

66 Curlew Numenius arquata 2  1 4     

67 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa      90   

68 Redshank Tringa totanus 1  6 1  6   

69 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 50 10    2   

70 Greenshank Tringa nebularia 5 6 2 2 7 45   

71 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola   1 15  1   

72 Green Sandpiper Tringa hypoleuca  1 1 2     

73 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 7 1 1 1 2 10   

74 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 2  2      

75 Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus  1       

76 Great Skua Stercorarius skua     1    

77 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus     3    

78 Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 4    20 65   

79 Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus 2        

80 Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei 100 50 200 500 10 2000  100+ 

81 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 300 50 150 150 15 50   

82 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans 2 150 150 500 50 1500 20 50+ 

83 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 30    1 30  2 

84 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis   8 2 10 20   

85 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica   1   3   

86 Common Tern Sterna Hirundo     1 2   

87 Caspian Tern Chlidonias hybridus 1  1  2 6   

88 Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba Livia/feral c c c c c c c c 

89 Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 15 10 10 6 10 10 20 6 

90 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 3 2 1 1 6 6 6 2 

91 Little Owl Athene noctua  1 3 2  4 5 1 

92 Common Swift Apus apus 20 2  2 6 6   

93 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus 1 1  3 4    

94 Alpine Swift Apus melba   10 1     

95 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster   H      

96 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 1     1   

97 Hoopoe Upupa epops 1  1 3  3 9  

98 Wryneck Jynx torquilla       1  
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

99 Skylark Alauda arvensis  10       

100 Crested Lark Galerida cristata 20 20 6 10 5 20 50 2 

101 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae   4    10  

102 Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla  2     20  

103 Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens       200+  

104 Desert Lark Ammomanes deserti       2  

105 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 75 50 20 20 20 6 30 5 

106 House Martin Delichon urbica 75 20 20 2 2    

107 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 1  3 6  6   

108 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris       2  

109 White Wagtail Motacilla alba 5 4 2  1 2   

110 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava flava   20+ 30+  20 1  

  Motacilla flava iberiae   2 10+  3   

  Motacilla flava feldegg   5+ 5+     

  Motacilla flava flavissima   5 2  2   

  Motacilla flava thumbergi   5      

111 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 1        

112 Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   1      

113 Common Bulbul Pycnonatus barbatus 2 2 2H 2H   4  

114 Robin Erithacus rubecula 1 2 4 1     

115 Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 1        

116 Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus  1      3  

117 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 2 1 15 1  1   

118 Moussier's Redstart Phoenicurus moussieri   15      

119 Stonechat Saxicola torquata 5 2 2      

120 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   3 2 5 4 20  

121 Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe ihispanica   1    2  

122 Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti       2  

123 Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura       20  

124 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 2  5      

125 Blackbird Turdus merula 15 15 6 5 3 2   

126 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 15 20 6 3     

127 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 3H 2H 2H 1H     

128 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus  1H  1H     

129 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus   2      

130 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 10 10 6      

131 Subalpine Warbler Sylvia caaantillans      1 3  

132 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 1  1H    2  

133 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   1 2  2 1  

1334 African Blue Tit Cyanistes ultramarinus 3 5 2      

135 Great Tit Parus major 1        

136 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis 5 6 3 5 7 10+ 4 2 

137 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator       4  

138 Fulvous Babbler Turdoides fulvus       2  

139 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor 100 150+ 50+ 50+ 50 50 10 10 

140 Raven Corvus corax 1 2  3   2  

141 Spanish Sparrow Passer  hispaniolensis c c c c c c c  

142 House Sparrow Passer domesticus c c c c c c c  

143 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs africana 1 4 6 1  1 1  

144 Serin Serinus serinus 20 10 25 6 10 12 2  

145 Greenfinch Chloris chloris 150 10 25 6 6 6 4  
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

146 Goldfinch Cardduelis carduelis  2       

147 Linnet Acanthis cannabina   6      

148 Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus       2  

149 Corn Bunting Milaria calandra 10 15 10 1  1H   

150 House Bunting Emberiza striolata       2  

Mammals 

Dorcas Gazelle (Bouhedma) 

Barbary Sheep (Bouhedma) 

Gundi ( Matamata area) 

Scimitar-horned Oryx (Bouhedma) 

Addax (Bouhedma) 

 

Bottlenose Dolphin ( Kerkennah) 

 Common Dolphin (Kerkennah) 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

Moorish Gecko( Carthage) 

European Pond Terrapin (common)  

Sand Lizard (Sahara Desert) 

Marsh Frog (Bouhedma) 

Tunisian Spur-thighed Tortoise (Cap Bon) 

Green Frog sp. (Cap Bon) 

Butterflies 

Desert Swallowtail Small White Bath White 

Clouded Yellow 

Provence Hairstreak 

Eastern Orange Tip 

Tiger Blue 

 

Moths 

Large White 

Cleopatra 

Greenish Black Tip 

Common Blue 

Red Admiral 

Painted Lady 

Small Copper 

Heart and Dart Crimson Speckled Processionary Moth caterpillars 

Dragonflies 

Vagrant Emperor Sympetrum sp.  

Insects 

Fat-tailed Scorpion (Androctonus autralis) Centipede sp. Cicada 

 


