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Tour participants: Rob Mileto (leader), Mohamed Rashid and Martin Mallya (local guides/drivers) 

   With 11 Naturetrek clients 

Days 1/2 Thursday 17th/Friday 18th January 

London to Lake Duluti, near Arusha via Nairobi 

For most of us, the tour started when we boarded an uneventful flight to Nairobi. However, one couple had 

flown out the day before and Rob had flown into Nairobi from Senegal (where he had been recceing a potential 

new tour). A little bleary-eyed, we said our hellos in the Nairobi departure lounge and were soon on board a little 

propeller plane en route to Kilimanjaro International Airport. Rob had flown this route several times and 

confidently predicted the iconic Kilimanjaro would be on our left… he was so wrong! The pilot decided to fly in 

low over the top of the mountain (and we are talking about what seemed like only tens of metres!) giving those 

on the right-hand side of the plane amazing views of the snow-capped peak. 

 

On arrival, we effectively jumped the queue by having filled out our immigration forms back home and so we 

were soon out into the sunshine, seeing our first Tanzanian birds: Little Swift, Pied Crow, and the aptly named 

Superb Starling, resplendent in its iridescent blue, orange and white plumage.  On the 45-minute drive to our 

hotel we added Western Cattle Egret, Abdim’s Stork, Common Fiscal and Lilac-breasted Roller. 

 

By mid-morning we were at the Serena Hotel, overlooking Lake Duluti. Here we met up with those of the group 

who had already arrived, and we had time for a bit of armchair birding, spotting Silvery-cheeked Hornbill whilst 

Rob gave a quick briefing on what to expect and what to watch out for. We then had a welcome siesta until 4pm. 

In the cool of the late afternoon, we set off for a walk around the extensive hotel gardens. To start with, we had 

to ‘make do’ with the many swallowtail butterflies that flitted between the wealth of flowers, and White-eared 

Barbet and Vervet Monkey high in the trees above us. However, later, in the vegetable garden brimming with 

exotic fruit (such as cassava, avocado, aubergine and chillies), there was Red-eyed Dove, the rather localised 

Taveta Golden Weaver and a family party of the rarely seen Retz's Helmetshrikes. As we wandered back towards 

the buildings, Violet-backed Starling, Thick-billed Weaver, Ring-necked Dove, Hamerkop, Black-throated Barbet 

and both Blue and Vervet Monkey all added to a fine early evening wildlife stroll.  

 

We added what we had seen to the checklist at 6.45pm and enjoyed a lovely dinner at 7pm. Post dinner, 

headtorches sadly, did not reveal any shiny eyes in the trees, but a mantis by a hotel light was a mini treat. 

Day 3 Saturday 19th January 

Arusha National Park 

We met our driver/guides Martin and Mohamed and were soon aboard our Land Cruisers with pop-up tops that 

were to be our mobile viewing platforms for the safari. Even before we had reached the entrance gate of Arusha 

National Park, we had seen the rather dashing Grey Hornbill and Yellow-billed Stork at close quarters. Having 

completed the short entrance formalities, we saw our first large mammals just along from the park entrance: a 

small mixed herd of African Buffalo and Plains Zebra, with a scattering of Warthogs.  
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We were heading for the rim of the Ngurdoto Crater, but progress was slow as there were plenty of lovely things 

to see on the way, including African Stonechat, Variable Sunbird, troops of Blue Monkey and Guereza 

(Colobus), dapper in their black-and-white pelage; a couple of these seemed to be having a bit of a ‘domestic’, 

with one large male chasing off a smaller male through the trees. The rim itself offered a fine panorama with 

African Buffalo in the distance and excellent views of a displaying Crowned Eagle overhead. 

 

Our next scheduled stop was lunch at Small Momella Lake, but again, it was still rather slow going, with stops to 

see Scaly Spurfowl, White-backed Duck, African Spoonbill, African Jacana, Spur-winged Goose and both Great 

and Intermediate Egrets, ensuring that we could helpfully compare size and shape. A leucistic (cream-coloured) 

Olive Baboon looked rather incongruous but seemed to be treated as just another member of the troop. At 

Small Momella Lake we had our picnic lunches in the company of Chinspot Batis and Western Marsh Harrier.  

 

After lunch, we slowly made or way to the nearby Big Momella Lake, spotting a Bushbuck and a White-browed 

Coucal en route. As we neared the lake, the wash of distant pink resolved itself into flocks of mainly Lesser but a 

few Greater Flamingos and these were being harassed by an African Fish Eagle looking for an avian meal. In the 

shallower lake margins Black-winged Stilts, Ruff, Cape Teal and Southern Pochard fed, whilst the lakeside bushes 

held Speckled Mousebird, Red-faced Crombec and a second African Fish Eagle, this one stunningly close by. 

 

We stopped at a large bay to stretch our legs and to enjoy more flamingos, along with Pied Avocet, Red-billed 

Teal and masses of Barn Swallows feeding up before their long journey back to northern climes. As we drove 

around the lakes, there was a whole host of creatures to be seen. On the bird front, African Hoopoe, Cinnamon-

chested Bee-eater, Black-crowned Night Heron, White-fronted Bee-eater, Bar-throated Apalis and Yellow 

Bishop were some highlights. On the mammal front, Common Waterbuck, Giraffe, Blue Monkey babies and 

Kirk’s Dik-dik at close quarters were good to see. However, top spot probably had to be our first African 

Elephant on the forest edge.   

 

Then it was back to the lodge, with Red Duiker and, unexpectedly, the typically strictly arboreal Guereza 

(Colobus) on the ground, en route. Washed and refreshed it was checklists before dinner and an early night 

afterwards. 

Day 4 Sunday 20th January 

Arusha to Tarangire National Park 

After breakfast, at around 8am, we departed… but we only got some 500 metres before we stopped to see 

Northern Grey-headed Sparrow, Red-winged Starling and African Pied Wagtail. It was a relatively short drive to 

Tarangire National Park; even so, we saw many new birds including a fair few raptors: Yellow-billed Kite, Black-

winged Kite, Tawny Eagle (pale phase), Brown Snake Eagle and an all-dark (melanistic) Auger Buzzard.  

 

At the park gate there was time to enjoy Red-billed Hornbill, Red-chested Cuckoo, Woodland Kingfisher and the 

gorgeous Yellow-collared Lovebird. Once in the park and on the way to the lodge, there was so much to see. 

There were our first Ostrich, Impala, Grant’s Gazelle, the endemic (if a touch drab) Ashy Starling and a rarely 

seen treat – a pair of smart White-headed Vulture. Near to the lodge, there were African Elephants all around, 

with some wandering really close to the vans. This can be a little unnerving when the tops are up and the 

elephants could reach right in!  
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We arrived at the lovely Tarangire Safari Lodge at around 1pm and enjoyed a delicious lunch. After a short siesta, 

we set off around 4pm on the afternoon’s game drive. Typically, we hadn’t made it out of the car park before we 

saw White-winged Widowbird and Darnaud’s Barbet. Out in the wilds of the park, a Pigmy Falcon posing on a 

nearby bush offered a photographic treat. Nearby, White-bellied Bustard, Black-faced Sandgrouse, and the near-

endemic Rufous-tailed Weaver were all good to see. For the second time in the day, we had the exhilarating 

experience of coming eye-to-eye with elephants, which rather eclipsed the Double-banded Courser that ran 

about at their feet! When not enjoying the elephants, we were enjoying excellent views of Crested Francolin, 

African Cuckoo, Red-necked and Yellow-necked Spurfowl, European and Lilac-breasted Roller, a Bateleur in a 

baobab and the stunning Pangani Longclaw with resplendent orange throat.  

 

After the checklist and dinner, we were lulled to sleep by the sound of Spotted Hyenas! 

Day 5 Monday 21st January 

Tarangire National Park 

It was coffee at 6.30am and out by 6.40am! In the first light of dawn we spotted Yellow-billed Stork, African 

Fish Eagle and both White-backed and Ruppell’s Vulture on the same Borasus Palm. As we slowly toured 

around, some Water Thick-knee and a Violet-tipped Courser were a bit of a surprise. Both of these species are 

nocturnal and typically retreat to a dark and hidden spot in the day. Down by river, Lesser Striped Swallow is 

always a joy to see and a Kori Bustard strutting past was also rather lovely.  

 

We were then treated to excellent views of another creature of the night, this time a mammal in the shape of a 

Bat-eared Fox: a whole family of them basking in the early morning sunrise. Nearby, Yellow-spotted Rock Hyrax 

were also sunbathing, but these little dears were getting warmed and ready for the day’s activities. A Spotted 

Hyena dashed past all too quickly, but a Red-and-yellow Barbet was more obliging, perching in a nearby bush. 

Also obliging were a family of the first of three babbler species we were to see today – the very smart Northern 

Pied Babbler. 

 

On top of a rocky outcrop with fine views of the park stretching into the distance all around us, we had a tasty 

picnic breakfast, complete with hot drink and with Pearl-spotted Owlet and the splendid Green-winged Pytilia. 

Replete, we slowly headed back in the direction of the lodge and came across our second babbler species of the 

day, the Black-lored Babbler… and a rather splendid Beautiful Sunbird.  

 

On a small lake there was a bizarre-looking Comb Duck – the male sporting a large black knob on the top of the 

bill, hence its alternative name of Knob-billed Duck. Nearby, a Black-backed Jackal was spotted caching a 

dubious-looking hunk of semi-decayed flesh. As we arrived back at the lodge, we were greeted by a whole host 

of new birds including: Grey-headed Kingfisher, Brown-crowned Tchagra, Spotted Palm Thrush, Brubru, and 

Grey and Nubian Woodpeckers, and also a Leopard Tortoise. 

 

Lunch gave us our third babbler species of the day, Arrow-marked Babbler, just outside the dining area. It was 

then time for a siesta before the late-afternoon game drive. Setting off at 4pm, we soon saw a huge bird of prey 

that turned out to be a young Martial Eagle. Orange-bellied Parrot, Rosy-patched Bushshrike and the rather 

ponderous Secretarybird were, of course, lovely to see, but the afternoon highlight was probably our first Lions, 



Tanzania Highlights  Tour Report 

 

 

4  © Naturetrek     March 19 
 

a small pride with maneless males and some cute cubs. However, as lions are wont to do, they were just lying 

around, so we moved on and soon saw the largest of the African antelope, the Eland.  

 

Wending our way back to the lodge, more Bat-eared Foxes were a little treat, as was a Wahlberg's Eagle, 

European Bee-eater and a Black-bellied Bustard that was good enough to regale us with its call/song that ends in 

a very un-birdlike ‘pop’ sound. 

Day 6 Tuesday 22nd January 

Tarangire to Lake Manyara National Park 

A short pre-breakfast walk, at 6.45am, had some of us enjoying Kirk’s Dik-dik grazing around our tents. As we 

strolled from one end of the camp towards the restaurant, Red-chested Cuckoo, Slate-coloured Boubou, Spotted 

Palm Thrush, Yellow-breasted Apalis and a gorgeous African Black-headed Oriole were the highlights.  

 

We just managed to sneak into the restaurant before some passing elephants decided they wanted to browse 

around the way in, and so put a stop to further guests arriving until eventually they decided to move on. As we 

left the lodge, we came across the elephants again, one youngster unusually having decided to lie down. Another 

youngster seemed to mistake this as some sort of game and promptly stood on his herd mate, making for a 

rather comical scene of one calf trying to stand with the other calf swaying wildly trying to stay balanced on top 

of it!   

 

On our way to the gate it was good to see a whole host of lovely birds that included Beautiful Sunbird, Vitelline 

Masked Weaver, Black-faced Waxbill, Golden-tailed Woodpecker, Diederik Cuckoo, Blue-cheeked Bee-eater, 

Brown-crowned Tchagra, Abyssinian Scimitarbill, both Red-cheeked and Blue-capped Cordon-bleus and the 

ponderous Southern Ground Hornbill. An African Harrier-Hawk hanging upside down on a large branch and 

trying to insert one long double-jointed leg into a hole, presumably to pull out its favoured chick food, was 

engrossing to watch, but it seemed whatever it was after was too far inside to be grasped. Mammals were 

plentiful and a hunting Slender Mongoose was a new one for the trip for some. 

 

The drive to Lake Manyara Hotel was punctuated by a stop on the dramatic rift valley escarpment where the 

views out over Lake Manyara National Park are stunning, and the hawkers friendly and their goods a bargain. At 

the nearby emporium, the goods were a little more on the expensive side!  We arrived at the lodge in good time 

for lunch and a spot of relaxation. The lodge is also perched at the top of the escarpment and some took the 

opportunity for a dip in their ‘infinity’ pool. 

 

At 3pm we set off and were soon driving through the park and a massive troop of baboons. There must have 

been several hundred feeding on the grassland and in the open woodland. Some groomed, some fought and 

some mated! Here too were a handful of our first Blue Wildebeest – some had little idea what was to come!  

Around the hippo pools the vegetation opened out and, as well as Hippopotamus, we saw a whole host of birds 

(about 50 species!) including African Spoonbill, African Swamphen, Yellow-billed Stork, Hottentot Teal, Black 

Crake, Black Heron, Collared Pratincole, a stonking Purple Grenadier, hundreds of White-faced Duck and the 

elegant Grey Crowned Crane. 
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The drive back to the lodge featured elephants drinking so close in front of us we could hear the water sploshing 

into their mouths from their trunks.  

Day 7 Wednesday 23rd January 

Lake Manyara to Serengeti National Park 

An earlyish breakfast was followed by vehicle packing and a 7.30am departure. At the Lodware gate to the 

Ngorongoro Conservation Area, there was time to find a Collared Sunbird and have a coffee. We stopped briefly 

at the viewpoint that overlooks the almost 20-kilometre-wide Ngorongoro Crater and could see wildebeest and 

buffalo grazing on the plain, way below us. Then Rob spotted two dots that were lighter grey than the rest and 

after scrabbling around in his luggage for his tripod, his now-stable telescope confirmed they were a Black Rhino 

female and her well grown calf – what a treat! 

 

This being the longest drive of the trip, we pressed on, although we still made time to stop for Giraffe browsing 

close by and a Steppe Eagle. As we approached the boundary of the Serengeti, the herds of Blue Wildebeest and 

Plains Zebra got bigger and bigger until we felt we were properly in the midst of the great migration, with 

grazing animals by the thousand in every direction grazing on the short grass plains here. Several choice birds 

were also to be seen; it was rather a morning for birds of prey, with two harriers (Pallid and Montagu’s), three 

kestrels (Common, Lesser and Greater), and four types of vultures all together (Hooded, White-backed, 

Ruppell’s and Lappet-faced). For the latter, Rob talked through the distinguishing features and different niches.  

 

At the Naabi Hill entrance gate to the Serengeti, the relative abundance of water and food (it includes a picnic 

area) attracted a variety of birds including Red-headed Weaver, Hildebrandt's, Wattled and Superb Starlings and a 

fair number of rather cute African Grass Rats. The long grass plains north of the gate were largely mammal free, 

but a couple of Secretarybirds were a welcome sight.  

 

We went straight for a late lunch at the Serengeti Sopa Lodge. After a short rest, we were out again, seeing 

elephants again, including a big bull in musth next to the vehicles. Luckily, it didn’t seem to have made him bad 

tempered! We soon found three lionesses in a tree, even though it is allegedly Lake Manyara that is famous for its 

tree-climbing lions! They swapped around the branches they were lying on, but it seemed clear they were not 

likely to do much more, so we drove on, admiring the Myer’s Parrots, Grey-backed Fiscal and handsome 

Common Waterbuck. At Lake Makadi there were hippo, both species of flamingo and Marabou Stork - these 

were reflected in still waters, but still could not make for a flattering photo – they have a look that only a mother 

stork could love. Nearby there was a Nile Monitor, Grey-breasted Spurfowl and a cracking Yellow-fronted 

Canary. The drive back to the lodge added Dark Chanting Goshawk to our list.  

Day 8 Thursday 24th January 

Serengeti National Park (Seronera area) 

We were out by 7am and today the ‘tree’ lions had draped themselves over a nearby termite mound and been 

joined by others from the pride including some youngsters. Typically, they were not up to much, so we slowly 

made our way towards the Seronera area. On the way we had fine views of Bare-faced Go-away-bird, Fischer's 
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Lovebird, Pied Wheatear and three big raptors: White-headed and Lappet-faced Vultures and a fearsome-looking 

perched Martial Eagle. 

 

There was an enterprising snack van at our toilet stop which proved as popular as the Yellow-fronted Canary 

also present! Just as some were about to sit and enjoy the coffee, some intel came over the radio, so off we went 

on a mission… We ignored quite a few choice birds; however, the shout “Serval!” brought us to a screeching 

stop! Walking parallel on a nearby track was this medium-sized leggy cat, totally unperturbed by our close 

presence and our frequent reversing to stay in step with it. We watched it for a good 5 minutes before it left the 

track and pretty much immediately disappeared in the long grass. We hurried on and there, some distance away 

still, was the cause of the radio call and the mission – a pair of Cheetah in the heat haze. They were on the move, 

so we tried to position ourselves where they would walk past. After a few frustrated attempts when they changed 

course, we had started to resign ourselves to only reasonable views of them in long grass. Suddenly, there was 

commotion in the lush vegetation and a Bohor Reedbuck at full gallop came bursting out of the long grass, oh so 

closely followed by one of the Cheetah pair, also at full tilt! This dramatic chase came within 20 metres of our 

van and lasted only a few seconds but I’m sure was burned into all of our memories by the sheer unexpectedness 

and excitement of it. It is likely that the long grass proved to be the reedbuck’s saviour, in that it made it hard for 

the Cheetah to see where to trip or pounce on its prey and so the prey escaped. Tuckered out, the Cheetah 

panted heavily only some 50 metres away and then lay down – the sprint had clearly taken a toll.  

 

We left them to the hunting and headed ourselves for food – a picnic lunch at the visitor centre.  This was in the 

company of a host of birds including Kenya Rufous Sparrow, Grey-capped Sparrow-Weaver, Speckle-fronted 

Weaver and Darnaund’s Barbet. We were also joined by Eastern Dwarf Mongoose and Southern Tree Hyrax.  

 

Post lunch, some strolled around the excellent self-guided walk up and around the koppie (rocky outcrop), where 

the centre is based. Then we set off again and it was time to enjoy some wallowing hippos and an African Snipe.  

Near to the lodge, the Lions had moved back into a tree. We were back in time for afternoon tea. Late in the 

afternoon, a little walk around the lodge grounds afforded excellent views of African Black-headed Oriole, 

Meyer’s Parrot, Slate-coloured Boubou and even some dinky Wahlberg's Epauletted Fruit Bats.  

Day 9 Friday 25th January 

Serengeti National Park (Seronera to Ndutu areas) 

After breakfast at a relatively decent hour, we set off at 7.30am on our transfer to the Serengeti Explorer Camp 

in the Ndutu area of the Serengeti. We took our time getting there for lunch as there was plenty of wildlife 

viewing to be done. First up, it was pod of hippos in the nearby river, but, as had happened the previously day, a 

call over the radio had us setting off on a mission. We still managed to enjoy some elephant, Montagu’s Harrier 

and the endemic Grey-breasted Spurfowl. However, our target was to be found lurking in the long grass by a 

small watercourse in the Seronera area. Beautifully camouflaged in its yellow pelage against the dried yellow 

grass, the Leopard sat nearly motionless making it a tricky spot. Luckily, it was still early in the day and it had yet 

to settle. It soon walked nonchalantly to a near by large tree and in one effortless bound sprang up the vertical 

trunk and then leapt onto a shady horizontal branch before settling down, yet still in full view. What an excellent 

start to the day.  
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Since further action from the Leopard seemed unlikely, we headed off and were soon spotting lots of lovely 

creatures. There were both Steppe and Tawny Eagles today, so we practiced the rule of thumb to tell them apart 

– did it have a rather stern looking face (shorter yellow gape) in which case it was a Tawny, or did it have a rather 

inane smiley face (longer and slightly upturned yellow gape) in which case it was a (smiley) Steppe. We had a 

similar opportunity for comparison with a lone Topi in the company of Coke’s Hartebeest. This is somewhat 

more straightforward, given the Hartebeest are a straw colour and the Topi a light chocolate brown with dashing 

metallic-grey patches on the rump and shoulder.  

 

As we approached the Naabi Gate, we spotted a couple of Black-backed Jackals playing with a bit of rubber 

hose, just like a dog might play with its favourite toy. The gate itself offered the opportunity for a coffee and also 

to see Diederik Cuckoo, Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu (showing its red cheek rather nicely), Rufous-tailed Weaver, 

Superb and Hilderbrant’s Starlings and a splendid Scarlet-chested Sunbird. 

 

South of the gate we were once again amongst the vast herds of wildebeest and zebra, here along with attendant 

Spotted Hyena. There was also Golden Jackal here, although recent DNA studies have shown that some of these 

may be a distinct species, the African Golden Wolf. It was also good to see both Black-breasted and Brown 

Snake Eagles, as well as some Eland. 

 

At lunchtime we arrived at the tented Serengeti Explorer Camp overlooking Lake Ndutu and enjoyed a fine 

lunch. Although tented, the camp is far from a camping experience and even glamping doesn’t really do justice to 

the Queen-sized beds, flushing toilets and general comfort of the roomy safari tents. 

 

After a short siesta, it was off again at 4pm to spot more wildlife. A dinky Pigmy Falcon perched in a bush was a 

lovely first spot, closely followed by Usambiro Barbet and Fischer's Lovebird. Given the amount to prey on the 

hoof around, Lions were in evidence and today there were some handsome males with large shaggy manes. At 

Ndutu lake there was Black Heron and also Little Egret, the latter in full breeding regalia with two long white 

plumes streaming from the back of the head.  

 

There were wildebeest on the shoreline, and they were hesitant to cross the lake. As we watched, some of the 

braver souls waded out and so the rest of the herd followed. However, these too then turned indecisive, stopping 

some one third of the way across and refusing to continue. The whole herd stood in chest deep water milling 

around, but none brave enough to push on. Eventually, they all turned back and returned to the shore they had 

come from! 

 

The lake shore supported lots of waders and we were able to pick out and compare Little Stint, Ruff, Common 

Greenshank and Wood Sandpiper. Over the water there was a large flock of Whiskered Tern feeding, 

presumably on invertebrates, given the lake is fishless. As we slowly drove back to camp, it was good to see 

African Hoopoe and some stately Giraffes browsing in the sunset. Dinner under canvas was followed by the 

checklist as usual and then back to out glorious tents.  
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Day 10 Saturday 26th January 

Serengeti National Park (Ndutu and Miti Mitatu areas) 

We were out early to make the most of the dawn light. Not far from camp a flash of grey and a commotion in 

the bushes revealed itself to be a pair of Gabar Goshawk that had killed some unfortunate small bird and one 

was busily plucking it on a branch. Later a lone lioness sat lazily under a shady tree whilst a Kori Bustard strutted 

nearby. There were lots of raptors around this morning. It was still too early for vultures to fly without much 

flapping and effort, so White-backed, Hooded and Lappet-faced sat lazily in trees and afforded excellent views, 

as did the Pallid Harrier that was making the effort to glide around in search of sustenance. On the ground 

Shelley's Francolin and gorgeous Purple Grenadier were welcome spots. 

 

Again, we found ourselves surrounded by what seemed to be endless numbers of grazing animals and so not far 

away were the predators. First up were three Black-backed Jackal, these busy playing with feathers. Next, we 

stumbled across a sleepy male Lion and nearby, keeping a close eye on the Lion was a posing Cheetah. It sat and 

watched us and the Lion for a while before walking slowly off and right past the vans. 

 

Out on the open short grass plains, a ‘kettle’ of vultures dropping out of the sky into a veritable swarm of others 

already on the ground heralded what was surely a dead mammal. Sure enough, as we approached, the ground was 

seething with squabbling vultures and Marabou Stork, but right in the centre on a dead zebra was a lone Spotted 

Hyena. Every so often, the vultures would venture close enough to steal a morsel of meat, only to be chased off 

by the increasingly frustrated hyena. It would then return briefly to crunching bones and gulping down 

mouthfuls of flesh, before again running around the carcass warding off the marauding birds. Eventually satiated, 

it left the vultures to an anarchic and bad-tempered feast on what remained.  

 

At Kusini airstrip it was safe to leave the vehicles and have a packed lunch in the shade and in the company of a 

smart Common Rock Thrush. It was then time to drive slowly back towards camp. In one area we had the added 

thrill of a wet, muddy and rutted track making the drive seem more like a theme-park ride!  Beyond this there 

were three lionesses and three cubs, half hidden in tall vegetation, but we were able to look over onto them. 

Nearby we came across our fourth Cheetah – this one walking presumably in search of prey, but stopping at a 

small pool to take a long cooling drink,. As we neared camp, a Dark Chanting Goshawk was a treat, but the birds 

of the day were surely the Marsh Owls that we unexpectedly saw as our vehicles flushed them from the long 

grass. 

Day 11 Sunday 27th January 

Serengeti to Ngorongoro Crater (via Oldupai Gorge)  

After breakfast, we said our goodbyes to the lovely staff at the Explorer Camp. Heading out into the dawn light, 

it was relatively quiet, but we had our last views of the thousands of wildebeest, zebra, Thomson’s and Grant’s 

gazelle that graced the plains for as far as the eye could see. As usual, there were also some hyenas wandering 

amongst them on the lookout for an easy meal, such as a newborn zebra foal that we saw suckling.  

 

We scanned the trees, bushes and sky for birdlife and were rewarded with Taita Fiscal, Jacobin Cuckoo (also 

known as Black-and-white Cuckoo) and White-headed Vulture – all elegant even though, or perhaps because, 

they were all ‘monochrome’.  
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Passing a pair of sparring Grant’s Gazelle kicking up the dust, we pulled into the ranger station to ‘check out’ 

and found both Banded Warbler (Parisoma) and Beautiful Sunbird in the bushes there. Nearby, a pair of Auger 

Buzzard were busy nest building and a lovely African Hoopoe, which is always a joy to see.  

 

We set off on the bumpy road towards the Oldupai Gorge, the ‘Cradle of Humankind’. Here we had a picnic 

lunch with Vitelline Masked Weaver and Purple Grenadier. This was followed by a short lecture by a local guide. 

He told us about the history of hominids, the area, and also about the various archaeologists/anthropologists 

who had worked there and made the place famous. It is named after the Maasai name for a plant that grows 

commonly there (East African Wild Sisal, although it is more closely related to Mother-in-law’s Tongue than it is 

to Sisal), but is often misnamed Olduvai – although it doesn’t help that they used the ‘v’ version in the adjacent 

museum! This museum itself had been recently rebuilt and was much more grandiose than when Rob last visited 

in 2017. The glass cases held many fossilised bones and tools and the interpretation boards and displays helped 

paint a vivid picture of our early ancestors.  

 

From here it was a relatively short drive up into the Ngorongoro highlands and around the crater rim to our 

lodge. Hence, we arrived at the Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge in time for a late afternoon tea and, into the bargain 

saw White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher and Rock Marten in the extensive gardens. The lodge is set in a spectacular 

location, right on the rim of the Ngorongoro Crater with fabulous views into and over it, including from every 

bedroom.  

Day 12 Monday 28th January 

Ngorongoro Crater 

An early buffet breakfast was followed by a short drive to the barrier at the entrance to the descent road into the 

crater. En route we managed to spot a perched young Ovambo Sparrowhawk. A quick bit of paperwork was 

undertaken at the barrier gate and then we began out descent. Passing through a rather mystical and weird 

landscape of moss-clad Flat-topped Acacias, dripping with lichen, we entered the grassland. Here, whilst White-

browed Coucal skulked about in the herbage occasional uttering their haunting bubbling song, the African 

Buffalo lazily chewed the cud in the slanting dawn light.  A cerise spot in the grass nearby turned out to belong 

to the striking Rosy-throated Longclaw. 

 

Arriving at the flat crater base, a scan of the mammals soon turned up a distant rhino, but as we drove around to 

get a better view, we spotted a couple more, much closer. These raised the pulse a good deal more than the 

Pectoral-patch Cisticola, even though the latter were just a metre or two from the van. More of a crowd pleaser 

were the many Grey Crowned Crane that dotted the grassland. However, the prize for entertainment value went 

to the two lionesses that walked up the track we were on, along with their young and very cute cubs. These 

toddlers further endeared themselves by stumbling and calling to ‘mommy’ whenever the road got a touch too 

rough for them.  

 

At Ngoitokitok Springs and lake we had a short break and were immediately joined by Speake’s and Rufous-

tailed Weavers in the van or at our feet in search of any crumbs. On the window sills and roof of the toilet block 

both Red-rumped and Wire-tailed Swallow perched and so allowed for easy viewing and comparison. De-

watered and legs stretched, we headed off again and soon came across a park guard walking with an orphaned 

wildebeest calf which was still slick with amniotic fluid. It tottered about precariously on its stick-like legs and 
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tried to adopt either the guard or a passing van as a surrogate mother. Amongst the thousands of wildebeest in 

the crater it was hard to imagine the guard would ever find its true mother.  

 

As we approached the Lerai Forest, large grey lumps in the middle distance turned out to be more Black 

Rhinoceros. In the swamps here were hippo and baby hippos… and a whole host of water birds that included: 

Great White Pelican, Yellow-billed Stork, Glossy Ibis, African Spoonbill, Hottentot Teal, Northern Shoveler, 

Common Sandpiper, Little Stint, Ruff and the elegant Grey-headed Gull.  

 

We had a toilet stop just inside the forest and were rewarded with close-up views of three starling species – 

Superb, Hildebrandt’s and Wattled. In the forest, the tall Yellow-barked Acacia (fever trees) held a fetching 

Broad-billed Roller and a skulking Black-crowned Tchagra. At a stream just before our lunch stop on the edge of 

the forest, a host of colourful small birds were popping down for a drink and so we had great views of Yellow-

crowned Canary, Southern Citril, the resplendent Yellow Bishop and both Baglafect and Speake’s Weavers. 

Superb Starlings joined us for our packed lunches and even the shy Hildebrandt's Francolin put in an 

appearance. 

 

When lunch was done, we set off in search of more goodies. Near to Lake Magadi (the same name, but a 

different lake to the one we had visited in the Serengeti) six male and two female Lions lazed about. This was an 

unusual combination since females normally outnumber males and males only tolerate each other in a pride if 

they have formed an alliance of two or three; six is largely unheard of.  

 

At the hippo pools there were, unsurprisingly, several Hippopotamus! One individual was clearly entertaining 

itself and also us by regularly doing ‘barrel rolls’ where it would keel over sideways, roll around until all four feet 

were pointing skywards then continue around until it was upright again! Here too, there were many Black-

crowned Night Herons.  

 

We headed back to the lodge and were again back just in time to enjoy afternoon tea. As the sun set, some went 

on a sunset stroll and were rewarded with fine views of Red-rumped Swallows, Rock Martin, Streaky Seedeater 

(“Does it only eat streaky seeds?” was the question!), Hunter’s Cisticola, a glimpsed Golden-winged Sunbird and 

very-close-by Southern Tree Hyrax. We did the checklist before a lovely dinner which was also punctuated by 

some excellent harmonised singing by the lodge staff.  

Day 13 Tuesday 29th January 

Ngorongoro Crater am; Crater rim pm 

After breakfast off we went again. It turned out to be a bit of a birdy morning with Croaking Cisticola (yes, it is a 

real bird!), Mountain Buzzard, Pangani Longclaw, Pin-tailed Whydah, Quail Finch, Fan-tailed and Jackson’s 

Widowbirds all putting in an appearance. However, birds of the morning could be any of the following: 

a)  The iridescent dark green Malachite Sunbird that perched on a nearby bush in the early light of dawn. 

b) The tiny Common Buttonquail that sneaked across the track right in front of us and then stopped at the side 

of it. Despite it being no more than two metres from us, Rob had to circle it with his laser pointer before some 

could see it – that is how well camouflaged it was!  

c) The joyous sight of 12 elegant Grey Crowned Cranes together. 
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The morning was not without mammals and it was good to re-see Golden Jackal, many Spotted Hyena, a Black 

Rhino on the horizon and a herd of Eland remarkably close by, given these antelope are normally very shy 

despite their huge size.  

 

There were fresh Lion tracks at our toilet stop, which made it rather unnerving! However, we saw no further sign 

of them around the area, but we did see African Firefinch. Later, on our way back to the lodge and much further 

away (and so a different pride), we did see our final sleeping Lions for the trip. 

 

We enjoyed a lovely lunch and then had time for an early afternoon laze until 4pm when we drove a short 

distance to the start of a forest walk with a park guard. This lead us down to stream and back up the other side 

of the valley. During that hour and a half we spotted five new birds for the trip (Tree Pipit, Tacazze Sunbird, 

Cape Robin-Chat, Black Saw-wing, and Mountain Wagtail) taking our total to over 300 species. Quite tired after 

the ups and downs of the walk in the thin mountain air, we reached a track where our vans were waiting for us 

and were back at the lodge for sundowners and Maasai signing and dancing at 6pm.  

 

The checklist was followed by a buffet with a fantastic choice of dishes and then the staff presented us with a 

farewell cake, complete with singing, sparklers and even a flaming torch!  

Days 14/15 Wednesday 30th/ Thursday 31st January 

Ngorongoro to London (via Gibbs Farm and Amsterdam)  

Before breakfast, some had Defassa Waterbuck grazing right outside their room windows. After breakfast, our 

time in the Ngorongoro area had sadly come to an end. However, for half of us, it still had a final treat in store – 

as we made our way around the forested crater rim, the first van had pulled ahead of the second van by a few 

minutes and so missed the Leopard that dashed across the track right in front of it. We all thought it had 

continued and disappeared. However, reversing back, there it was staring at us only a few metres away, albeit 

somewhat hidden in the undergrowth. It moved parallel to the track, clearly intent on not moving too far away – 

maybe it had left behind prey, maybe it had cubs? We couldn’t be sure, but we got some decent views before it 

did finally disappear into the thick vegetation. 

 

We then made our way via the town of Karatu to the wonderful Gibb’s Farm (stopping briefly to buy some last-

minute gifts at a community-based shop). Established as a coffee farm in the late 1920s it has now been 

refurbished as a warm, rustic luxury inn. However, it still produces coffee and has an extensive organic vegetable 

garden that produces much of the fresh produce for its guests. We partook of some freshly brewed coffee on the 

lawn overlooking the flowery gardens and birdwatched from our comfy seats!  

 

Before lunch, we were taken on a tour of the organic vegetable garden. Here the familiar, such as carrots, grew 

side by side with the unfamiliar, such as tamarillo (tree tomato). We also saw how coffee was processed from a 

red berry on a bush to the dark brown coarse powder we spoon into our cafetières. We also learned how they try 

to deal with their pest problems: we have slugs; they have Elephants! Birds were not ignored, and we enjoyed 

seeing White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher, Tacazze Sunbird and a pair of African Paradise Flycatcher on their nest 

(clearly not together, the nest seemed far too small even for one parent bird!).  
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A sumptuous buffet lunch was taken on the patio, but all too soon it was time to depart this lovely place and 

continue our journey to the airport. However, first we took some time to give our heartfelt thanks to our two 

local guides, Martin and Mohamed. We moved on to the edge of Arusha where the Arusha Coffee House proved 

a fine venue at which to change clothes for the journey home, have a drink and then transfer to the coach that 

would take us to Kilimanjaro airport. Here, we sadly said our goodbyes and best wishes to our two excellent local 

guides and then it was off in a coach through the busy streets of Arusha town eastwards before arriving at the 

airport just after sunset.  

 

We were soon aboard the KLM flight to Amsterdam, and some even managed to get some sleep before landing 

in the early morning and enjoying a coffee at Schipol Airport. Here, there were more goodbyes as some 

transferred to flights heading north and others down south. Here, or at Heathrow, we went our separate ways, 

but with very fond memories of what had been a great trip, with a touch over 300 bird species and oh, so very 

nearly 50 mammal species seen. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      January 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

1 Common Ostrich   Struthio camelus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

2 White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata       ✓ ✓ ✓               

3 White-backed Duck   Thalassornis leuconotus   ✓                       

4 Spur-winged Goose   Plectropterus gambensis   ✓                 ✓ ✓   

5 Knob-billed (Comb) Duck   Sarkidiornis melanotos       ✓ ✓                 

6 Egyptian Goose  Alopochen aegyptiacus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

7 Hottentot Teal  Spatula hottentota         ✓         ✓ ✓     

8 Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata                   ✓ ✓     

9 Cape Teal  Anas capensis   ✓       ✓   ✓   ✓       

10 Yellow-billed Duck   Anas undulata                     ✓     

11 Red-billed Teal  Anas erythrorhyncha   ✓                   ✓   

12 Southern Pochard   Netta erythrophthalma   ✓                       

13 Helmeted Guineafowl   Numida meleagris   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

14 Crested Guineafowl   Guttera pucherani                   ✓       

15 Coqui Francolin   Peliperdix coqui       ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓         

16 Shelly's Francolin Scleroptila shelleyi                 ✓         

17 Crested Francolin   Dendroperdix sephaena     ✓ ✓ ✓                 

18 Scaly Francolin  Pternistis squamatus   ✓                       

19 Hildebrandt's Francolin  Pternistis hildebrandti                     ✓     

20 Yellow-necked Spurfowl  Pternistis leucoscepus     ✓ ✓ ✓                 

21 Grey-breasted Spurfowl  Pternistis rufopictus           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

22 Red-necked Spurfowl (Francolin)  Pternistis afer     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓               

23 Little Grebe   Tachybaptus ruficollis   ✓               ✓ ✓ ✓   

24 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus   ✓       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

25 Lesser Flamingo  Phoenicopterus minor   ✓       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

26 Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓   

27 Abdim's Stork  Ciconia abdimii ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

28 White Stork   Ciconia ciconia         ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

29 Saddle-billed Stork  Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis       ✓                   
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      January 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

30 Marabou Stork  Leptoptilos crumeniferus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

31 African Sacred Ibis   Threskiornis aethiopicus   ✓ ✓             ✓ ✓ ✓   

32 Hadada Ibis   Bostrychia hagedash ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓                 

33 Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus         ✓           ✓ ✓   

34 African Spoonbill  Platalea alba   ✓     ✓           ✓ ✓   

35 Black-crowned Night Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax   ✓                 ✓     

36 Striated Heron   Butorides striata                           

37 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides         ✓                 

38 Western Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

39 Grey Heron   Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓   ✓         ✓ ✓     

40 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

41 Great Egret   Ardea alba   ✓                 ✓     

42 Intermediate Egret   Egretta intermedia   ✓                       

43 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca         ✓     ✓           

44 Little Egret   Egretta garzetta               ✓   ✓   ✓   

45 Hamerkop   Scopus umbretta ✓ ✓                       

46 Great White Pelican  Pelecanus onocrotalus                     ✓     

47 White-breasted Cormorant   Phalacrocorax lucidus   ✓                       

48 Secretarybird  Sagittarius serpentarius       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

49 Black-winged Kite   Elanus caeruleus     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

50 African Harrier-Hawk   Polyboroides typus         ✓                 

51 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus           ✓     ✓ ✓       

52 White-backed Vulture  Gyps africanus     ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

53 Ruppell's Vulture Gyps rueppellii       ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       

54 White-headed Vulture  Trigonoceps occipitalis     ✓       ✓     ✓       

55 Lappet-faced Vulture   Torgos tracheliotus           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

56 Black-breasted Snake Eagle  Circaetus pectoralis               ✓ ✓         

57 Brown Snake Eagle  Circaetus cinereus     ✓         ✓   ✓       

58 Bateleur  Terathopius ecaudatus     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

59 Crowned Eagle  Stephanoaetus coronatus   ✓                       

60 Martial Eagle  Polemaetus bellicosus       ✓                   

61 Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis   ✓                       
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      January 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

62 Wahlberg's Eagle  Hieraaetus wahlbergi       ✓                   

63 Tawny Eagle   Aquila rapax     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

64 Steppe Eagle   Aquila nipalensis           ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       

65 Gabar Goshawk   Micronisus gabar                 ✓         

66 Dark Chanting Goshawk   Melierax metabates           ✓       ✓       

67 Ovambo Sparrowhawk Accipiter ovampensis                     ✓     

68 Western Marsh Harrier   Circus aeruginosus   ✓               ✓ ✓ ✓   

69 Pallid Harrier  Circus macrourus           ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓   

70 Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

71 Black Kite   Milvus migrans ✓         ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓ 

72 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus migrans aegyptius     ✓     ✓         ✓ ✓   

73 African Fish Eagle  Haliaeetus vocifer H ✓   ✓ ✓           ✓     

74 Mountain Buzzard   Buteo oreophilus                       ✓   

75 Augur Buzzard  Buteo augur   ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

76 Kori Bustard   Ardeotis kori       ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

77 White-bellied Bustard   Eupodotis senegalensis     ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓           

78 Black-bellied Bustard   Lissotis melanogaster       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓     

79 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostris         ✓           ✓     

80 African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis         ✓                 

81 Common Moorhen   Gallinula chloropus   ✓     ✓   ✓       ✓     

82 Red-knobbed Coot  Fulica cristata           ✓           ✓   

83 Grey Crowned Crane   Balearica regulorum         ✓       ✓   ✓ ✓   

84 Common (Small) Buttonquail   Turnix sylvaticus                       ✓   

85 Water Thick-knee   Burhinus vermiculatus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓             

86 Spotted Thick-knee   Burhinus capensis       ✓                   

87 Black-winged Stilt   Himantopus himantopus   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

88 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta   ✓           ✓     ✓     

89 Long-toed Lapwing   Vanellus crassirostris         ✓           ✓     

90 Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

91 Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus                           

92 Black-winged Lapwing Vanellus melanopterus               ✓       ✓   

93 Crowned Lapwing   Vanellus coronatus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   
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      January 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

94 Common Ringed Plover   Charadrius hiaticula         ✓     ✓           

95 Kittlitz's Plover  Charadrius pecuarius         ✓ ✓         ✓     

96 Three-banded Plover   Charadrius tricollaris   ✓         ✓ ✓           

97 Chestnut-banded Plover   Charadrius pallidus                   ✓       

98 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus   ✓     ✓ ✓               

99 Ruff  Philomachus pugnax   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓     

100 Little Stint  Calidris minuta   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

101 African Snipe   Gallinago nigripennis         ✓   ?             

102 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   ✓   ✓ ✓           ✓     

103 Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis   ✓   ✓ ✓                 

104 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola   ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓           

105 Common Greenshank   Tringa nebularia       ✓   ✓   ✓     ✓     

106 Double-banded Courser   Rhinoptilus africanus     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓         

107 Bronze-winged (Violet-tipped) Courser Rhinoptilus chalcopterus       ✓                   

108 Collared Pratincole   Glareola pratincola         ✓           ✓     

109 Grey-headed Gull   Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus               ✓     ✓     

110 Gull-billed Tern   Gelochelidon nilotica         ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       

111 Whiskered Tern   Chlidonias hybrida         ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓   

112 Black-faced Sandgrouse   Pterocles decoratus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓               

113 Speckled Pigeon   Columba guinea     ✓         ✓   ✓       

114 Dusky Turtle Dove  Streptopelia lugens                     ✓ ✓   

115 Mourning Collared Dove   Streptopelia decipiens     ✓         ✓           

116 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata ✓                         

117 Ring-necked Dove   Streptopelia capicola ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

118 Laughing Dove   Spilopelia senegalensis         ✓                 

119 Emerald-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur chalcospilos       ✓ ✓                 

120 Namaqua Dove   Oena capensis           ✓               

121 Hartlaub's Turaco  Tauraco hartlaubi                       ✓   

122 Bare-faced Go-away-bird   Corythaixoides personatus             ✓ ✓           

123 White-bellied Go-away-bird  Corythaixoides leucogaster     ✓ ✓ ✓                 

124 White-browed Coucal   Centropus superciliosus   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

125 Great Spotted Cuckoo  Clamator glandarius       ✓       ✓     ✓     
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      January 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

126 Jacobin (Black-and-white) Cuckoo  Clamator jacobinus                   ✓       

127 Diederik Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx caprius       ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓         

128 Red-chested Cuckoo  Cuculus solitarius     ✓ ✓ ✓                 

129 African Cuckoo  Cuculus gularis     ✓ ✓         ✓         

130 Common Cuckoo   Cuculus canorus                 ✓         

131 Pearl-spotted Owlet   Glaucidium perlatum       ✓     ✓             

132 Marsh Owl   Asio capensis                 ✓         

133 African Palm Swift   Cypsiurus parvus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓               

134 Common Swift   Apus apus         ✓           ✓     

135 Little Swift   Apus affinis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓             ✓     

136 Speckled Mousebird   Colius striatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓ 

137 Lilac-breasted Roller   Coracias caudatus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

138 European Roller   Coracias garrulus     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

139 Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus         ✓           ✓     

140 Grey-headed Kingfisher   Halcyon leucocephala       ✓   ✓ ✓             

141 Woodland Kingfisher   Halcyon senegalensis     ✓ ✓   ✓               

142 Malachite Kingfisher   Corythornis cristatus         ✓                 

143 Pied Kingfisher   Ceryle rudis                     ✓     

144 Little Bee-eater   Merops pusillus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

145 Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater  Merops oreobates   ✓                   ✓   

146 White-fronted Bee-eater   Merops bullockoides   ✓                       

147 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater   Merops persicus         ✓                 

148 European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster       ✓                   

149 African Hoopoe  Upupa africana   ✓           ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

150 Green Wood Hoopoe   Phoeniculus purpureus       ✓                   

151 Abyssinian Scimitarbill   Rhinopomastus minor         ✓                 

152 Southern Ground Hornbill  Bucorvus leadbeateri         ✓                 

153 Northern Red-billed Hornbill   Tockus erythrorhynchus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         ✓ 

154 Von Der Decken's Hornbill  Tockus deckeni     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓             

155 African Grey Hornbill   Lophoceros nasutus   ✓ ✓ ✓                   

156 Silvery-cheeked Hornbill  Bycanistes brevis ✓   ✓   ✓                 

157 White-eared Barbet   Stactolaema leucotis ✓                         
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      January 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

158 Brown-breasted Barbet  Lybius melanopterus ✓                         

159 Red-and-yellow Barbet   Trachyphonus erythrocephalus       ✓ ✓                 

160 D'Arnaud's Barbet   Trachyphonus darnaudii     ✓       ✓             

161 Usambiro Barbet Trachyphonus darnaudii usambiro               ✓ ✓         

162 Nubian Woodpecker   Campethera nubica       ✓                   

163 Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni         ✓                 

164 Cardinal Woodpecker   Dendropicos fuscescens       ✓                   

165 African Grey Woodpecker   Dendropicos goertae     ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓         

166 Pygmy Falcon  Polihierax semitorquatus     ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       

167 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

168 Common Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus           ✓               

169 Greater Kestrel   Falco rupicoloides           ✓   ✓           

170 Meyer's Parrot   Poicephalus meyeri       ✓   ✓ ✓             

171 Red-bellied Parrot   Poicephalus rufiventris       ✓                   

172 Fischer's Lovebird  Agapornis fischeri             ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

173 Yellow-collared Lovebird  Agapornis personatus     ✓ ✓ ✓                 

174 Chinspot Batis Batis molitor   ✓                   ✓   

175 Rosy-patched Bushshrike   Rhodophoneus cruentus       ✓                   

176 Brown-crowned Tchagra   Tchagra australis       ✓                   

177 Black-crowned Tchagra   Tchagra senegalus                     ✓     

178 Black-backed Puffback   Dryoscopus cubla         ✓                 

179 Slate-coloured Boubou   Laniarius funebris         ✓   ✓             

180 Tropical Boubou   Laniarius major   ✓                 ✓ ✓   

181 Brubru   Nilaus afer       ✓       ✓           

182 Retz's Helmetshrike Prionops retzii ✓                         

183 Magpie Shrike   Urolestes melanoleucus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓               

184 Northern White-crowned Shrike  Eurocephalus rueppelli     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

185 Red-backed Shrike   Lanius collurio       ✓                   

186 Isabelline Shrike   Lanius isabellinus                     ✓     

187 Grey-backed Fiscal   Lanius excubitoroides           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

188 Long-tailed Fiscal  Lanius cabanisi     ✓ ✓ ✓                 

189 Taita Fiscal  Lanius dorsalis                   ✓       
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      January 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

190 Southern Fiscal   Lanius collaris   ✓ ✓     ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓ 

191 Black-headed Oriole   Oriolus larvatus         ✓   ✓             

192 Fork-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus adsimilis     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

193 African Paradise Flycatcher   Terpsiphone viridis                   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

194 Cape Crow   Corvus capensis           ✓   ✓   ✓       

195 Pied Crow  Corvus albus ✓   ✓   ✓               ✓ 

196 White-necked Raven  Corvus albicollis ✓                         

197 Fischer's Sparrow-Lark  Eremopterix leucopareia     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

198 Rufous-naped Lark   Mirafra africana           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

199 Red-capped Lark   Calandrella cinerea           ✓               

200 Dodson's (Common) Bulbul   Pycnonotus dodsoni ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

201 Black Saw-wing   Psalidoprocne pristoptera                       ✓ ✓ 

202 Brown-throated Martin   Riparia paludicola   ✓                       

203 Sand Martin   Riparia riparia   ✓                       

204 Banded Martin   Riparia cincta   ✓         ✓ ✓       ✓   

205 Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

206 Wire-tailed Swallow   Hirundo smithii   ✓                 ✓     

207 Rock Martin   Ptyonoprogne fuligula                   ✓ ✓ ✓   

208 Lesser Striped Swallow   Cecropis abyssinica ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓         

209 Mosque Swallow   Cecropis senegalensis       ✓     ✓       ✓     

210 Red-rumped Swallow   Cecropis daurica                     ✓ ✓   

211 Red-faced Crombec   Sylvietta whytii   ✓                       

212 Willow Warbler   Phylloscopus trochilus                       ✓   

213 Hunter's Cisticola  Cisticola hunteri                       ✓ ✓ 

214 Rattling Cisticola   Cisticola chiniana     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ 

215 Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis                       ✓   

216 Zitting Cisticola   Cisticola juncidis       ✓   ✓ ✓             

217 Pectoral-patch Cisticola   Cisticola brunnescens                     ✓     

218 Tawny-flanked Prinia   Prinia subflava   ✓   ✓                   

219 Bar-throated Apalis   Apalis thoracica   ✓                       

220 Yellow-breasted Apalis   Apalis flavida         ✓                 

221 Green-backed Camaroptera   Camaroptera brachyura   ✓     ✓             ✓   
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222 Arrow-marked Babbler   Turdoides jardineii       ✓                   

223 Northern Pied Babbler   Turdoides hypoleucus       ✓                   

224 Black-lored Babbler   Turdoides sharpei       ✓   ✓ ✓             

225 Banded Parisoma  Sylvia boehmi                   ✓       

226 Broad-ringed White-eye (split fr Afr.Ylw) Zosterops eurycricotus (senegalensis)                         ✓ 

227 Mbulu White-eye (spl fr Montane) Zosterops mbuluensis (poliogastrus)                       ✓   

228 Wattled Starling  Creatophora cinerea     ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

229 Ruppell's Starling   Lamprotornis purpuropterus           ✓ ✓ ✓           

230 Superb Starling  Lamprotornis superbus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

231 Hildebrandt's Starling  Lamprotornis hildebrandti           ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓   

232 Ashy Starling  Lamprotornis unicolor     ✓ ✓ ✓                 

233 Violet-backed Starling   Cinnyricinclus leucogaster ✓         ✓               

234 Red-winged Starling   Onychognathus morio     ✓ ✓ ✓                 

235 Yellow-billed Oxpecker   Buphagus africanus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

236 Red-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus erythrorhynchus     ✓ ✓             ✓ ✓   

237 White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher   Melaenornis fischeri                   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

238 Pale Flycatcher   Bradornis pallidus   ✓ ✓ ✓                   

239 African Grey Flycatcher   Bradornis microrhynchus       ✓ ✓                 

240 Silverbird  Empidornis semipartitus     ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓         

241 Spotted Flycatcher   Muscicapa striata       ✓ ✓ ✓               

242 African Dusky Flycatcher   Muscicapa adusta   ✓                       

243 Cape Robin-Chat   Cossypha caffra                       ✓   

244 White-browed Robin-Chat   Cossypha heuglini         ✓   ✓         ✓ ✓ 

245 Spotted  Palm Thrush  (Morning T) Cichladusa guttata         ✓                 

246 Common Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis                 ✓         

247 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra                       ✓   

248 African Stonechat   Saxicola torquata   ✓                 ✓ ✓   

249 Anteater Chat   Myrmecocichla aethiops           ✓         ✓ ✓   

250 Northern Wheatear   Oenanthe oenanthe             ✓       ✓     

251 Capped Wheatear   Oenanthe pileata     ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

252 Isabelline Wheatear  Oenanthe isabellina           ✓     ✓ ✓       

253 Pied Wheatear  Oenanthe pleschanka             ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     
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254 Collared Sunbird   Hedydipna collaris           ✓               

255 Scarlet-chested Sunbird   Chalcomitra senegalensis   ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓   ✓       

256 Tacazze Sunbird   Nectarinia tacazze                       ✓ ✓ 

257 Malachite Sunbird   Nectarinia famosa                       ✓   

258 Golden-winged Sunbird   Drepanorhynchus reichenowi                     ✓ ✓   

259 Eastern Double-collared Sunbird   Cinnyris mediocris           ✓               

260 Beautiful Sunbird   Cinnyris pulchellus       ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓       

261 Variable Sunbird   Cinnyris venustus   ✓                   ✓   

262 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus         ✓ ✓       ✓     ✓ 

263 Kenya Sparrow  Passer rufocinctus             ✓       ✓     

264 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow   Passer griseus     ✓                     

265 Swahili Sparrow Passer suahelicus     ✓ ✓                   

266 Chestnut Sparrow  Passer eminibey     ✓             ✓       

267 Red-billed Buffalo Weaver   Bubalornis niger     ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓         

268 White-headed Buffalo Weaver   Dinemellia dinemelli     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

269 Rufous-tailed Weaver  Histurgops ruficauda     ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓     ✓     

270 Grey-headed Social Weaver   Pseudonigrita arnaudi             ✓             

271 Speckle-fronted Weaver   Sporopipes frontalis     ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓           

272 Thick-billed (Grosbeak) Weaver   Amblyospiza albifrons ✓                       ✓ 

273 Baglafecht Weaver   Ploceus baglafecht           ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓ 

274 Spectacled Weaver   Ploceus ocularis   ✓                       

275 Holub's Golden Weaver  Ploceus xanthops             ✓           ✓ 

276 Taveta Weaver  Ploceus castaneiceps ✓                         

277 Lesser Masked Weaver   Ploceus intermedius           ✓   ✓           

278 Vitelline Masked Weaver   Ploceus vitellinus         ✓         ✓       

279 Speke's Weaver  Ploceus spekei                     ✓     

280 Red-headed Weaver   Anaplectes rubriceps       ✓   ✓   ✓           

281 Yellow Bishop   Euplectes capensis   ✓                 ✓ ✓   

282 Fan-tailed Widowbird   Euplectes axillaris                     ✓ ✓   

283 White-winged Widowbird   Euplectes albonotatus ✓           ✓ ✓           

284 Jackson's Widowbird  Euplectes jacksoni                     ✓ ✓   

285 Green-winged Pytilia   Pytilia melba       ✓                   
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286 African Firefinch   Lagonosticta rubricata                       ✓   

287 Jameson's Firefinch   Lagonosticta rhodopareia         ✓           ✓ ✓   

288 Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu   Uraeginthus bengalus     ✓   ✓     ✓           

289 Blue-capped Cordon-bleu  Uraeginthus cyanocephalus     ✓   ✓       ✓         

290 Purple Grenadier   Uraeginthus ianthinogaster         ✓       ✓ ✓   ✓   

291 Common Waxbill   Estrilda astrild         ✓                 

292 Black-faced Waxbill   Estrilda erythronotos         ✓                 

293 Village Indigobird   Vidua chalybeata         ✓                 

294 Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura                       ✓   

295 Western Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava         ✓           ✓     

296 Mountain Wagtail   Motacilla clara                       ✓   

297 African Pied Wagtail   Motacilla aguimp     ✓     ✓             ✓ 

298 Yellow-throated Longclaw  Macronyx croceus             ✓             

299 Pangani Longclaw  Macronyx aurantiigula     ✓                 ✓   

300 Rosy-throated Longclaw  Macronyx ameliae             ✓       ✓     

301 African Pipit   Anthus cinnamomeus   ✓     ✓           ✓ ✓   

302 Plain-backed Pipit   Anthus leucophrys                       ✓   

303 Southern (E. African) Citril Crithagra hypostictus                      ✓ ✓   

304 Yellow-fronted Canary   Crithagra mozambicus           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

305 Streaky Seedeater   Crithagra striolatus           ✓         ✓ ✓   

306 Yellow-crowned Canary Serinus flavivertex                     ✓     

Mammals                             

1 Warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

2 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius   ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

3 Masai Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

4 Kirk's Dik-Dik Rhynchotragus kirki   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

5 Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus   ✓                 ✓     

6 Eland Taurotragus oryx       ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

7 Common Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓                 

8 Defassa Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus defassa           ✓           ✓   

9 Bohor Reedbuck Redunca redunca       ✓     ✓             
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10 Topi Damaliscus korrigum           ✓ ✓ ✓           

11 Coke's Hartebeeste Alcelaphus buselaphus cokii     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓           

12 Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus         ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

13 Impala Aepyceros melampus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

14 Grant's Gazelle Gazella granti     ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

15 Thomson's Gazelle Gazella thomsoni           ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

16 Red Duiker Cephalophus natalensis   ✓                       

17 Steinbok Raphicerus campestris                 ✓         

18 African Buffalo  Syncerus caffer   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

19 Plains Zebra Equus quagga   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

20 Black Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis           2         7 2   

21 Yellow-spotted Rock Hyrax Heterohyrax brucei       ✓                   

22 Southern Tree Hyrax Dendrohyrax arboreus             ✓       ✓     

23 African Elephant Loxodonta africana   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

24 Unstriped Ground Squirrel Xerus rutilus     ✓ ✓                   

25 Ochre Bush Squirrel Paraxerus ochraceus ✓                         

26 Smith's Bush Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi      ✓                     

27 African Hare Lepus habessinicus                 ✓         

28 African Grass Rat Arvicanthis niloticus           ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓     

29 Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas     ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓     

30 Side-striped Jackel Canis adustus                 ✓         

31 Golden (Common) Jackal Canis aureus               ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

32 Bat-eared Fox  Otocyon megalotis       ✓                   

33 Slender Mongoose  Herpestes sanguineus       ✓ ✓             ✓   

34 Banded Mongoose  Mungos mungo     ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓           

35 Eastern Dwarf Mongoose  Helogale parvula     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓             

36 Spotted Hyena Crocuta crocuta       ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

37 Lion  Panthera leo     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

38 Leopard   Panthera pardus               1         1 

39 Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus             2   2         

40 Serval Felis serval              1             

41 Olive Baboon Papio anubis    ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   
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42 Blue Monkey Cercopithecus mitis ✓ ✓     ✓           ✓     

43 Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

44 Guereza Colobus Colobus guereza   ✓                       

45 Wahlberg's Dwarf Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus wahlbergi             ✓             

Reptiles 

Mwanza Flat-headed Agama, Agama mwanzae Southern Tree Agama, Acanthocercus atricollis Nile Crocodile, Crocodylus niloticus 

House Gecko, Hemidactylus mabouia Helmeted Turtle, Pelomedusa subrufa Leopard Tortoise, Stigmochelys pardalis 

Invertebrates 

Giant African Land Snail, Achatina fulica A white slug, Trichotoxon sp. A carpenter bee, Xylocopa sp.? 

A mantis, Order Mantodea A driver/safari ant, Dorylus sp. Common Mother-of-pearl, Salamis parhassus 

Plain Tiger, Danaus chrysippus Citrus Swallowtail, Papilio demodocus  

 

The  Great Migration 


