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Tour participants: Tony Williams (leader), Geoffrey Lyimo & Eustace Massawe (local driver/guides) 

     together with 12 Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

This was the first running of a new Naturetrek tour, a shortened version of the Tanzania Highlights trip. We had 

seven nights in Tanzania; two on the edge of Ngorongoro crater and five at Ndutu in the south-west of the 

Serengeti. The two nights in Sopa lodge at Ngorongoro allowed us to recover from the overnight flight from 

England and enabled us to have a very full day in the crater. As always, the wildlife was abundant and we were 

fortunate to see 11 Black Rhinoceros along with Lions, Hyenas and Jackals. Kati Kati camp on the edge of Lake 

Ndutu, home for five nights, was comfortable and allowed us to be in the wild whilst at the same time enjoying 

very good food and the attentions of the delightful and competent camp staff. During drives from the camp we 

saw all that we might have hoped for and maybe more. Highlights included a Cheetah with cubs, a Cheetah hunt, 

Lions in trees, and being in the middle of the ‘migration’ when twice we were surrounded by countless thousands 

of Wildebeest and Zebra. We saw over 200 bird species with very good views of some rare species: Chestnut-

banded and Caspian Plovers, and Denham’s Bustard. We were grateful to have informative, jovial and very 

capable driver/guides, Lyimo and Eustace. Everything considered, the inaugural tour was a great success. 

Day 1 Thursday 25th February 

Depart London 

We all met up in the departure lounge at Heathrow’s Terminal 4 before boarding the 7pm Kenya Airways 

overnight flight to Nairobi. The flight on a new Boeing 787-800 ‘Dreamliner’ left London on time. 

Day 2 Friday 26th March 

Nairobi, Arusha and Ngorongoro 

Our flight arrived at Nairobi slightly ahead of schedule and as we all had our boarding passes for the onward 

flight to Kilimanjaro, we were soon in the departure lounge and waiting for our 8am flight. Everything was 

moving along well and we were on the plane in good time, only to be told there was a technical hitch, but not to 

worry as a replacement plane was available and we’d be leaving at 10am. It was disappointing at the time but, as 

we were to find out later, it was the only logistical hiccup of the trip. We saw a few bird species whilst at the 

airport including Little Swift, Speckled Pigeon, Red-winged Starling, Pied Crow and Yellow-billed Kite. 

  

The short 45 minute flight to Kilimanjaro Airport allowed for views of Mount Meru and the iconic Kilimanjaro 

which seemed to have very little snow on its top. Once on the ground we had a relatively easy time getting 

through the various entrance formalities, soon found our luggage, and went outside where our local driver was 

waiting to take us in a bus to a hotel on the outskirts of Arusha for transfer to our safari vehicles. We managed a 

quick look at a large flock of Black-headed Herons flying over the airport car park.  

 

Once at the hotel we made things move as quickly as possible in order to gain a little time as we were obviously 

running late. After a quick restroom visit and saying hello to Eustace and Lyimo, our two driver/guides, we were 

soon in our two Land Cruisers and on our way to Manyara National Park. 
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We drove through a bustling Arusha and headed westwards on the road to Dodoma, Tanzania’s capital. On the 

outskirts of Arusha we made a short stop at a tourist complex to eat our boxed lunches and use the facilities 

before taking to the tarmac road again. A few birds were seen as we were travelling including large groups of 

Abdim’s and European White Storks. At Makuyuni we turned right onto the road to the Serengeti, now 

tarmaced as far as the Ngorongoro conservation area entrance gate. 

 

We arrived at the entrance to Manyara National Park on the outskirts of the thriving village Mto Wa Mbu 

(translated ‘Mosquito River’) just before 4pm and with enough time to visit the park. There seemed to be less 

tourists than normal so Eustace did the entrance formalities in what seemed like record time and off we went to 

see our first African wildlife. The two hour visit, passing via the Hippo pool, allowed us to see many mammal 

species and an impressive number of birds, particularly wetland species. Mammal highlights were very close 

Elephants and, of course, the Hippopotamus. Birds included our only African Jacanas of the trip, Pink-backed 

Pelicans and an impressive list of waders including close views of a Temminck’s Stint, hardly the most colourful 

of species, but a rare sighting. 

 

All too soon it was time to leave the park and travel on to the Ngorongoro conservation entrance gate before it 

closed. This we did with ten minutes to spare. Once again there were very few tourists so we were soon through 

the gate and onto the unsurfaced road that leads up to the rim of the Ngorongoro crater. We had time to stop at 

the crater viewpoint which afforded magnificent views over the crater with its thousands of mammals. We could 

easily pick out Elephant, Buffalo and Zebra, and watched a Black Sawwing hunting insects over the forest trees. 

We even saw a turaco fly across the road but didn’t see where it went and couldn’t identify it to species level. 

After that there was a half-hour drive along the crater rim road to the Sopa lodge, our home for the next two 

nights. We saw two superb Defassa Waterbuck next to the road, the only ones of the trip. 

 

We found our rooms at the very comfortable lodge before having an excellent evening meal and retiring for a 

much enjoyed full night’s sleep. It was decided to skip the log that evening as we were all tired and there was an 

early start in the morning; we would do the log tomorrow evening for the two days. 

Day 3 Saturday 27th February 

Ngorongoro crater 

With no time to waste, we set off at 6am with packed breakfasts and lunches for a whole day in the crater. We 

soon arrived at the eastern descent/ascent gate just as it was getting light. We were the only tourists, so entrance 

formalities were quickly done and we were soon driving down into the crater, looking at its fantastic array of 

wildlife. 

 

It’s difficult to describe a day in ‘the’ crater in a few sentences; it needs pages. The figures in the species list speak 

for themselves. It was basically wall-to-wall wildlife with highlights every ten minutes or so. We saw much before 

having our breakfast picnic at Ngoitokitok springs, even more as we went around Lake Magadi, had our picnic 

lunch on the edge of the Lerai forest and eventually left as the afternoon rain showers started and arrived back at 

the lodge a little after 4.40pm. 

 

During the day we saw thousands of Buffalo, Zebra, Gazelles and Wildebeest; numerous Lions, Hyenas and 

Jackals; 11 Black Rhinoceros and very many birds. Much of this was at close range and we were often able to 
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watch some very interesting behavior including Hyenas harassing a large group of Buffalo, apparently waiting to 

take a dying calf, and a Black-blacked Jackal taking a cheeky tug on a healthy Wildebeest calf’s tail. 

 

We had time enough at the lodge to have a little rest and a shower before another excellent dinner; and then to 

catch up with the log, for those who wanted. 

Day 4 Sunday 28th February 

Ngorongoro to Ndutu 

It was time to move on. We had a less hectic day today with an 8am departure after another good breakfast and a 

little time for some of us to have a quick look at some of the birds in the lodge garden. 

 

The drive towards the Serengeti started by following the crater rim road that goes through quite luxurious forest. 

We hadn’t been travelling for long and weren’t really expecting the next major wildlife sighting; a Leopard 

walked across the road in front of the first of our two vehicles and then came back onto the road and walked 

along it for 50 yards or more in front of the second vehicle. We were able to see that it was a large and very dark 

male. Spirits were already high and it seemed that we just couldn’t go wrong with wildlife sightings. After leaving 

the crater rim, the road wound downwards and north-westwards through dry acacia savanna, eventually onto the 

immense Seregeti plain. 

  

We made various wildlife sightings as we drove along, stopping for the more interesting. We had good views of 

our first Giraffes, saw more Eland and added many new species to our quickly growing bird list. Highlights 

included Spotted Thick-knees on the side of the road, a flock of Black-winged Lapwing and our first 

Secretarybird. As we passed the road leading to the nearby Oldupai gorge the number of mammals started 

increasing with more and more gazelles. 

 

We arrived at Naabi Gate soon after midday. Whilst the drivers checked us in we had a short stop and leg-stretch 

with the chance to see and identify a few small birds including our first Blue-capped Cordonbleu, Black-faced 

Waxbill and Hilderbrant’s Starling among others. 

 

After 20 minutes it was back in the vehicles for an hour’s drive south-westwards towards Ndutu. There was 

much to see along the way including hundreds of Grant’s and Thomson’s Gazelles, many Zebras, a few Eland 

and interesting birds such as Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse. This enforced our hopes of seeing much in the days 

to come. 

 

We arrived at Ndutu Kati Kati camp a little late, around 1.15pm, but not to worry as the staff were waiting for us 

with refreshing drinks and a very warm, welcoming introduction to the ‘camp’. We were shown our ‘en-suite’ 

tents and had a little time to wash before an excellent midday meal. Ndutu Kati Kati camp is along the top of an 

escarpment overlooking Lake Ndutu. It proved to be a very pleasant site and the staff at the camp couldn’t have 

been kinder or more helpful; we had a very enjoyable five nights stay. 

 

We left on a game drive at 4pm for a tour of Lake Ndutu, only a couple of hundred metres from the camp. The 

alkaline lake was alive with birds; flamingoes of both species were numerous and there was a rich variety of 
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waders including an East African endemic, the Chestnut-banded Plover of which we saw several. The mammal 

highlight was a single Lion sitting in an acacia tree. 

 

We arrived back about a quarter to seven with time for a shower before having a very pleasant evening meal 

 

Wildlife was active near the camp during the night. Of the many sounds, the most provocative was a roaring 

male Lion which seemed to be close, along with several Hyenas, flamingoes and singing Slender-tailed Nightjar.   

Day 5 Monday 29th February 

Ndutu area and southern Serengeti 

Today we had a lie-in with breakfast at 7am. We left promptly at 8am with a picnic lunch for a game drive and 

headed towards the ‘Hidden valley’, an hour or so drive from camp. 

 

When we arrived in the area it appeared that there was little about, but after a little driving about we found 

smallish herds of Zebra and Wildebeest, and an accompanying group of three Lions, doing what Lions often 

tend to do – sleep. There were also quite a few interesting birds about. Highlights included large numbers of 

Collared Pratincoles and a very obligingly close group of four Caspian Plovers; never an easy species to find. 

There was farther bird excitement a few minutes later when we found a Martial Eagle in an acacia tree, plucking 

a recently captured Guineafowl. We had very good views as we were able to drive within a few metres of the 

eagle.  

 

Only a short drive away was our next scene of interesting wildlife behavior; a pair of mating Lions. We observed 

the happy couple for a while and noticed that there was another, probably younger, male watching what was 

going on from a reasonable distance. The dark-maned male of the pair looked very tatty with scars everywhere, 

and to us it seemed that it wouldn’t be long before the smart pale-manned onlooker would be in charge. After 

that it was time to have our picnic, taken back in the shade of the acacia tree by this time relinquished by the 

Martial Eagle. 

  

After our picnic we drove for a little less than an hour until coming across increasing numbers of Wildebeest. At 

first a group of 30 or so, then another, then much larger herds on the horizon until we were in the middle of 

uncountable numbers of Wildebeest and Zebra with probably tens of thousands in view. Not only a wildlife 

spectacle second to none for the eyes, but the whole experience was very much enhanced by the incessant sound 

of grunting Wildebeest and barking Zebra; not to forget their smell. Many of the Wildebeest had newly born 

young, which only added to the experience. We were at the heart of Tanzania’s great migration. 

  

Once we’d seen enough, it was time to drive back to our camp that we reached a little after 5pm. Once again we 

had time for a shower before gathering for a drink around the camp fire and another very tasty evening meal. 

For those who wanted, we did the log after dinner, not quite knowing what numbers to write in for Wildebeest 

or Zebra. During our second night at Kati Kati there were more animal sounds including a Lion a long way 

away, but very close Hyena. 
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Day 6 Tuesday 1st March 

Ndutu area and southern Serengeti 

Today we had breakfast at 6.15am and set off at 7am. We’d hardly left and got into game drive mood when 

sighting a couple of other safari vehicles together alerted us to a Cheetah. We had very good close views as it 

purposefully walked off into the distance – good start to the day. We’d hardly started off again when another 

highlight appeared; a group of at least nine Bat-eared Foxes warming themselves in the rising sun only a few 

metres from the track. A couple of other tourist-filled vehicles went past without much more than a sideways 

glance from their passengers, so we were able to admire these splendid little foxes at our ease and alone. 

 

Once we had finished with them, we drove off to areas named Big and Little Marshes, although they held no 

standing water when we were there. We saw a few small groups of Lions before turning back towards our camp, 

arriving back some time after 1pm. 

   

We enjoyed what would be our last lunch at Kati Kati (picnics from now on) and had spare time before leaving 

for the next game drive at 4.30pm. The camp is well sighted for observing birds and we saw several species in the 

immediate surrounds that we didn’t see elsewhere. In the early afternoon one such sighting was provided by a 

fly-by adult African Harrier-hawk. 

 

We set off for an evening outing which, in the end, included very little driving. We headed down the small 

escarpment onto the side of Lake Ndutu and followed the lake along its northern end. There were the, now 

familiar, Coke’s Hartebeest and Grant’s and Thomson’s Gazelles, and not long after, another Cheetah. This one 

was hiding in a small patch of long grass, apparently waiting for the possible approach of a meal. We waited. 

Would it move, would it not, would we see something happen? And as often happens in similar situations, we 

waited and waited – nothing - ok, time to go. And with that the Cheetah stood up, crouched and started moving 

forward, definitely looking as if it was in a hunting mood - time to stay. Astonishingly, shortly after that the 

nearest group of four gazelles trotted towards the Cheetah; they obviously hadn’t seen it. The situation was very 

interesting. Suddenly the Cheetah lifted itself slightly and was off. The chase only lasted a few seconds and the 

Thomson’s Gazelle escaped without harm - just. We watched the Cheetah panting heavily, then left to go back to 

camp. 

 

Evening meal was a little later than usual to have enough time for showers. Tonight at Kati Kati there was the 

sound of something (probably Wildebeest) crossing the lake.   

Day 7 Wednesday 2nd March 

Ndutu area and central Serengeti National Park 

After breakfast at 6.15am we were off, once again with a picnic lunch. We had decided to have a look at the 

Seronera river area, north of Ndutu towards the centre of the Serengeti, in the hope of Leopard. The short-grass 

savanna on the first part of the drive north-eastwards towards Naabi Gate wasn’t without interest with many 

hundreds of gazelles and a very large herd of around 400 Eland that were very shy, as always. 

 

Once at Naabi gate our driver/guides had to check-in, which allowed for a short leg-stretch and rest-stop. Next 

was the drive along the long straight dirt road running northwards to the Seronera area of the central Serengeti. 
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Apart from a few Hyenas, the main interest today was the presence of a pride of Lions laying on the top of a 

large rock on one of the many koppes in the area, with attendant Olive Baboons. We watched, amused, as the 

baboons took it in turn, young and adult alike, to tease the two large male Lions knowing full well that the cats 

couldn’t pursue them down the rock face. The lions looked positively annoyed whereas the baboons seemed to 

be thoroughly enjoying their brave bit of mischief. Interesting birds weren’t ignored and included a couple of 

Greater Kestrels, always far less numerous than Common or Lesser Kestrels. 

 

Nearing the Seronera area, we turned off the main road down a track that eventually followed the Seronera 

River. Hardly a river, more a series of muddy water-holes, it is however a source of permanent water and one of 

the reasons so much wildlife occurs in the area. Here we had a close encounter with a large group of Elephants. 

It was very pleasant just to watch them going about their business at close range; one bathing individual even put 

dirty water onto the back of one of our vehicles. 

 

We did find a Leopard and had quite good views as it lay on a large branch in an acacia, but unfortunately it was 

quite distant and the light wasn’t particularly good. Other mammals included a large herd of Buffalo and more 

Lions, including three or four laid-out quite high in a tree. Birds were plentiful. New species for the trip included 

Fork-tailed Drongo, Grey-backed Fiscal and White-browed Coucal. We also saw our only Topi of the trip, 

except for the one seen on the Serenera runway from the front of the plane whilst taxiing for take-off on our 

flight to Arusha. 

 

We stopped at the Seronera visitor centre to have our picnic lunch. Whilst here we enjoyed watching more 

wildlife at close range including Dwarf Mongoose, Hyrax and many bird species; Usambiro Barbet, Grey-

crowned Social-weaver and Rufous Sparrow all additions to the growing trip list.  

 

It was then time to drive back, once again passing via and stopping at Naabi gate. We arrived back at camp just 

before a quarter-past four with time for a rest. A bird walk around the camp was organized for 5.30pm. The idea 

behind the bird walk was to try and find the resplendent male Straw-tailed Whydah that had been seen that 

morning at the camp car park by the guide but had flown off before anyone else in the group arrived. The walk 

was far more interesting than had initially been expected. We not only had good views of the hoped for Straw-

tailed Whydah, but saw quite a few other small birds including a Cutthroat, a pair of Purple Grenadier, fly-by 

Abyssinian Scimitar-bill and best of all, a male Steel-blue Whydah in breeding plumage. 

 

The evening routine was as had become the norm, with the log call after our evening meal taking quite a time, 

once again. 

Day 8 Thursday 3rd March 

Ndutu area 

Breakfast was a little earlier at 6am and we had a slightly earlier than 7am departure, again with a picnic lunch. 

Once again we headed into the south of the Serengeti and the north of the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. We 

passed along the western side of Lake Ndutu, where we saw another group of Bat-eared Foxes; ten this time. We 

passed along the shore of the neighboring Lake Masek. Here we had the gruesome sight of three or four 

Wildebeest bodies on the side of the lake; apparently the animals had died whilst crossing the alkaline lake. The 

bodies were attended by a couple of Hyenas and different species of vulture, including Hooded and Lappet-
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faced Vultures. We also had good views of a Long-crested Eagle, a very distinct bird of prey with, as it name 

suggests, a long crest. This was the only one seen on the trip. 

  

The area was more wooded than around Ndutu, probably the reason for encountering many more Impala and 

Giraffe. Game was quite abundant so it wasn’t a surprise to come across a quite sizeable pride of Lions dispersed 

on open ground, in long grass, and with a couple quite high in a tree; at least 12 in all but there were probably 

more. Carrying on, the woodland thinned until we were in quite open grassland. We then had our next fantastic 

sighting; a female Cheetah with three well-grown young. A fabulous sight. A small group of Temminck’s 

Coursers were found, running on the open ground. The Cheetahs raised a little polite interest, quite 

understandable. 

 

On again and it seemed like only a few minutes and we were looking at another group of Cheetah - three lying in 

the shade of an acacia. It was difficult to work out the make-up of the group. There appeared to be two males 

and a female, all fully grown. A sister with two brothers maybe. We couldn’t decide but it was another marvelous 

site all-the-same.  

 

After that we crossed a seemingly endless flat grass plain with quite a few mammals, mainly Gazelles and Zebra, 

a group of Eland, a lone Giraffe on a mission and eventually, another Cheetah. From the other vehicles present 

we knew it was a mother with cubs. After some waiting, the mother came out of the long grass followed by two 

small kittens. Magic! 

  

After all that it was time to find a site to have our picnic lunch. We chose the shade of a large acacia tree with 

views of many thousands of Wildebeest and Zebra once again. There was nothing much of special note in the 

afternoon. We drove back via the eastern shore of Lake Ndutu looking at the birds: more good views of 

Chestnut–banded Plovers, and a Grey-headed Gull in immaculate adult plumage another addition to the trip list. 

 

Back at camp around 4pm, we had time to have a little rest and do some packing before our last campfire 

evening drink, dinner and log at Kati Kati Ndutu camp. 

Day 9 Friday 4th March 

Drive Ndutu to Serenara airstrip, Arusha, Kilimanjo and Nairobi airports  

We had breakfast at 6.15am and got ready for a 7.30am departure. We said our fond and emotive farewells to the 

camp staff. All members of staff had been genuinely very friendly and helpful over our five night stay which we 

had all very much enjoyed. Once again, we left towards Naabi gate, crossing the short grass plains to the north-

east of Ndutu which were filled with game. We had left the camp with enough time for game viewing on our way 

to Serenera and a stop if something good appeared. 

  

The now familiar calls along the lines of “Ostriches, Elands over there, another Kori Bustard” etc were expected, 

but a sudden slow down and drive off-road by one of the driver/guides wasn’t. “Don’t think so, looks more like 

Denham’s Bustard”. And sure enough, thanks to his awareness, we had fantastic views of what is apparently a 

very rare species that does somewhat resemble the slightly larger Kori Bustard – another one for the list. 
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Shortly afterwards it was the now familiar stop and leg-stretch at Naabi gate and then off again along the road 

northwards to Seronera. One distant Lion hardly had heads turning, and a closer Hyena on the road would have 

met with the same reaction if it hadn’t been so close and was seen to be in the company of 16 others. A large 

group and our last, nearly, sighting of large predators of the trip. 

 

We arrived at the airstrip in plenty of time for our 11am flight back to Arusha. Our 12-seater plane and pilot 

Steve were there in plenty of time and we had no bother putting all our luggage and ourselves onboard. At 

almost precisely 11am the plane taxied to the far end of the airstrip with a Topi in view and wheeled round for a 

perfect take-off. A group of safari vehicles just below were watching a Leopard, but most of the group in the 

airplane weren’t in a position to see it. 

 

Arrival and transfer into a waiting bus at Arusha airport went smoothly, as did the transfer to the Lake Duluti 

Lodge where we had a pleasant lunch. We cancelled the hour’s bird walk planned for after lunch as it was far too 

hot and at the wrong time of day to see many birds; everybody opting for a rest in the comfortable Lodge lounge 

before taking our transfer bus to Kilimanjaro airport, about an hours’ drive away. We saw nothing of note on our 

way to the airport and were there in plenty of time to go through all the formalities of boarding an international 

flight. 

 

Our flight to Nairobi was on time, as was our overnight flight from Nairobi to Heathrow. We did our last log 

call whilst waiting in a lounge at Nairobi airport. 

Day 10 Saturday 5th March 

Our overnight flight to Heathrow touched down on time and we said our farewells as another Naturetrek 

adventure came to an end.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (H = heard only,  = seen, not counted)  

      February/March  

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 29 1 2 3 4 

1 Ostrich   Struthio camelus 2 6 20 a few   70 many many 

2 Little Grebe   Tachybaptus ruficollis     1       2   

3 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis     1           

4 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens 20     1         

5 Grey Heron   Ardea cinerea 1   4 2         

6 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala  2   1   2   1 

7 Purple Heron   Ardea purpurea   1             

8 Great Egret   Ardea alba           3     

9 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca 1               

10 Intermediate Egret   Egretta intermedia   1       1 or 2     

11 Little Egret   Egretta garzetta 2               

12 Rufous-bellied Heron  Ardeola rufiventris           1     

13 Western Cattle Egret   Bubulcus ibis        30    

14 Striated Heron   Butorides striata           1     

15 Hamerkop   Scopus umbretta 1 2       1     

16 Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis 1     4         

17 Abdim's Stork  Ciconia abdimii            

18 Eurasian White Stork   Ciconia ciconia        

19 Saddle-billed Stork  Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis   2             

20 Marabou Stork  Leptoptilos crumeniferus 1          

21 Sacred Ibis   Threskiornis aethiopicus   10 a few           

22 Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus   a few many       

23 Lesser Flamingo  Phoenicopterus minor     many+       

24 Egyptian Goose  Alopochen aegyptiacus a few many     2     

25 Spur-winged Goose   Plectropterus gambensis   20             

26 Cape Teal  Anas capensis   2 50 2 2   many 2 

27 Red-billed Duck  Anas erythrorhyncha   1   3   2     

28 Hottentot Teal  Anas hottentota 2 6             
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      February/March  

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 29 1 2 3 4 

29 Bat Hawk   Macheiramphus alcinus         1       

30 Black-shouldered Kite   Elanus caeruleus       3  2 1   

31 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus migrans aegyptius   10 a few  2       

32 African Fish-eagle  Haliaeetus vocifer   4             

33 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus         30   a few   

34 White-backed Vulture  Gyps africanus         1    

35 Ruppell’s Griffon   Gyps rueppellii    a few         

36 Lappet-faced Vulture   Torgos tracheliotus   1   2 1   1   

37 Bateleur  Terathopius ecaudatus 1 1       2 2   

38 Western Marsh Harrier   Circus aeruginosus   2   1     1   

39 African Marsh-harrier  Circus ranivorus 1               

40 Pallid Harrier  Circus macrourus   1   2 1 2     

41 Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus   3 1 20  a few   a few 

42 Gabar Goshawk   Micronisus gabar       1         

43 African Goshawk   Accipiter tachiro     1           

44 Mountain Buzzard   Buteo oreophilus     1           

45 Augur Buzzard  Buteo augur 2 4  1 2       

46 Tawny Eagle   Aquila rapax             1   

47 Steppe Eagle   Aquila nipalensis   2             

48 Martial Eagle  Polemaetus bellicosus   1   1 ad       2 

49 Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis             1   

50 Secretarybird  Sagittarius serpentarius     1 6 3 4 a few 2 nest 

51 Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni       20   a few a few 20 

52 Common Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus     2 10+ 2       

53 Greater Kestrel   Falco rupicoloides         1 2   1 

54 Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus       1   1     

55 Lanner Falcon   Falco biarmicus   1             

56 Coqui Francolin   Francolinus coqui       1     4   

57 Grey-breasted Francolin  Francolinus rufopictus       1 3 a few a few   

58 Helmeted Guineafowl   Numida meleagris   20 a few 20  a few    

59 Grey Crowned-crane   Balearica regulorum   20             

60 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostris   1             
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      February/March  

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 29 1 2 3 4 

61 Common Moorhen   Gallinula chloropus   1             

62 Kori Bustard   Ardeotis kori   10  2 a few 12 a few 

63 White-bellied Bustard   Eupodotis senegalensis         2   1   

64 Black-bellied Bustard   Lissotis melanogaster   2             

65 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus 3               

66 Black-winged Stilt   Himantopus himantopus    many   many  many   

67 Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta   10 20       a few   

68 Spotted Thick-knee   Burhinus capensis     2     2     

69 Temminck's Courser  Cursorius temminckii             3   

70 Double-banded Courser   Smutsornis africanus 1 1   1 1   1   

71 Collared Pratincole   Glareola pratincola 10     100s a few       

72 Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus        

73 Black-winged Lapwing Vanellus melanopterus     many       5   

74 Crowned Lapwing   Vanellus coronatus 10 10 many a few  afew   a few   

75 Ringed Plover   Charadrius hiaticula     a few       a few   

76 Kittlitz's Plover  Charadrius pecuarius 2   a few       a few   

77 Three-banded Plover   Charadrius tricollaris 2   a few     1 2   

78 Chestnut-banded Plover   Charadrius pallidus     20       10   

79 Caspian Plover  Charadrius asiaticus       4         

80 Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis 20 2 2       2   

81 Common Greenshank   Tringa nebularia 1   1           

82 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola 6 2 many 2   1 2   

83 Little Stint  Calidris minuta   20 many 1   many 

84 Temminck's Stint Calidris temminki 1           

85 Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea     3       10   

86 Ruff  Philomachus pugnax          

87 Grey-headed Gull   Larus cirrocephalus             1   

88 Gull-billed Tern   Sterna nilotica   1 50   30 20+     

89 White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus   a few         20+   

90 Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse   Pterocles exustus     7           

91 Yellow-throated Sandgrouse   Pterocles gutturalis     4           

92 Speckled Pigeon   Columba guinea 2 2       2     
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      February/March  

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 29 1 2 3 4 

93 Dusky Turtle Dove  Streptopelia lugens   5             

94 African Mourning Dove   Streptopelia decipiens              

95 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata 1               

96 Ring-necked Dove   Streptopelia capicola         

97 Laughing Dove   Streptopelia senegalensis     a few          

98 Namaqua Dove   Oena capensis     a few   2       

99 Fischer's Lovebird  Agapornis fischeri     40 many many many many 

100 Hartlaub's Turaco  Tauraco hartlaubi 1               

101 Black-and-white Cuckoo  Clamator jacobinus     1           

102 Dideric Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx caprius         1 3     

103 White-browed Coucal   Centropus superciliosus           6     

104 Verreaux's Eagle-Owl  Bubo lacteus 1 1             

105 Slender-tailed Nightjar  Caprimulgus clarus         H H   H 

106 Common Swift   Apus apus     1           

107 Nyanza Swift   Apus niansae 2               

108 Little Swift   Apus affinis                

109 Speckled Mousebird   Colius striatus  2    1   a few   

110 Malachite Kingfisher   Alcedo cristata   1             

111 Pied Kingfisher   Ceryle rudis 1               

112 White-fronted Bee-eater   Merops bullockoides                 

113 Little Bee-eater   Merops pusillus       3         

114 Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater  Merops oreobates  1             

115 Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucuru 1               

116 European Roller   Coracias garrulus       1         

117 Lilac-breasted Roller   Coracias caudata     2 1 1 a few a few   

118 African Hoopoe  Upupa africana       1         

119 Abyssinian Scimitar-bill   Rhinopomastus minor     1     2     

120 Von Der Decken's Hornbill  Tockus deckeni     1       1   

121 Crowned Hornbill  Tockus alboterminatus 1               

122 African Grey Hornbill   Tockus nasutus             3   

123 Southern Ground-hornbill  Bucorvus leadbeateri 2               

124 Usambiro Barbet Trachyphonus usambiro           1 1   
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      February/March  

  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 29 1 2 3 4 

125 Nubian Woodpecker   Campethera nubica       1         

126 Grey Woodpecker   Dendropicos goertae           1     

127 Rufous-naped Lark   Mirafra africana             

128 Fischer's Sparrow-lark  Eremopterix leucopareia   10       

129 Red-capped Lark   Calandrella cinerea         4       

130 Sand Martin   Riparia riparia   3             

131 Plain Martin   Riparia paludicola   2             

132 Banded Martin   Riparia cincta   2             

133 Grey-rumped Swallow   Pseudhirundo griseopyga   1             

134 Rock Martin   Ptyonoprogne fuligula   2 a few           

135 Barn Swallow   Hirundo rustica         

136 Red-rumped Swallow   Cecropis daurica           

137 Black Saw-wing   Psalidoprocne pristoptera   1             

138 African Pied Wagtail   Motacilla aguimp   1 1 1 1   1 3 

139 Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava             

140 Yellow-throated Longclaw  Macronyx croceus               1 

141 Rosy-throated Longclaw  Macronyx ameliae   2             

142 Plain-backed Pipit   Anthus leucophrys       1         

143 Grassland Pipit   Anthus cinnamomeus   2 1           

144 Common Bulbul   Pycnonotus barbatus               

145 Hunter's Cisticola  Cisticola hunteri 1               

146 Rattling Cisticola   Cisticola chiniana 1             

147 Zitting Cisticola   Cisticola juncidis   1             

148 Buff-bellied Warbler  Phyllolais pulchella   1 1           

149 Willow Warbler   Phylloscopus trochilus       1 H       

150 Common Whitethroat   Sylvia communis     1           

151 Silverbird  Empidornis semipartitus         1 2     

152 White-eyed Slaty-flycatcher   Melaenornis fischeri     3         1 

153 Spotted Flycatcher   Muscicapa striata           1     

154 African Dusky Flycatcher   Muscicapa adusta   1             

155 Cape Robin-chat   Cossypha caffra     1           

156 White-browed Robin-chat   Cossypha heuglini 1     1         
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  Common name Scientific name 26 27 28 29 1 2 3 4 

157 African Stonechat   Saxicola torquata                

158 Northern Wheatear   Oenanthe oenanthe   2 1 1     2+   

159 Capped Wheatear   Oenanthe pileata   2 many       a few   

160 Schalow's Wheatear  Oenanthe lugens schalowi    1             

161 Northern Anteater-chat   Myrmecocichla aethiops   3             

162 Black-lored Babbler   Turdoides sharpei           2     

163 Arrow-marked Babbler   Turdoides jardineii     1           

164 Collared Sunbird   Hedydipna collaris       2         

165 Scarlet-chested Sunbird   Chalcomitra senegalensis       1         

166 Beautiful Sunbird   Cinnyris pulchellus         1 1     

167 Grey-backed Fiscal   Lanius excubitoroides           a few     

168 Taita Fiscal  Lanius dorsalis     1   1       

169 Common Fiscal   Lanius collaris                

170 Northern White-crowned Shrike  Eurocephalus rueppelli          a few a few   

171 Brubru   Nilaus afer     1           

172 Tropical Boubou   Laniarius aethiopicus     1           

173 Slate-coloured Boubou   Laniarius funebris         2 4     

174 Fork-tailed Drongo   Dicrurus adsimilis           2 1   

175 Cape Crow   Corvus capensis       10         

176 Pied Crow  Corvus albus                

177 Wattled Starling  Creatophora cinerea     20 30    many   

178 Superb Starling  Lamprotornis superbus        

179 Hildebrandt's Starling  Lamprotornis hildebrandti   1 a few     2 a few a few 

180 Red-winged Starling   Onychognathus morio 2               

181 Red-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus erythrorhynchus               1 

182 Yellow-billed Oxpecker   Buphagus africanus         2 20    

183 House Sparrow   Passer domesticus          20     

184 Kenya Rufous-sparrow  Passer rufocinctus           2+     

185 Grey-headed Sparrow   Passer griseus     2 2        

186 Red-billed Buffalo-weaver   Bubalornis niger     2       a few   

187 White-headed Buffalo-weaver   Dinemellia dinemelli               1 

188 Speckle-fronted Weaver   Sporopipes frontalis     3     many a few   
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189 Rufous-tailed Weaver  Histurgops ruficauda   20            

190 Grey-headed Social-weaver   Pseudonigrita arnaudi           many     

191 Baglafecht Weaver   Ploceus baglafecht   3 1           

192 Lesser Masked-weaver   Ploceus intermedius            

193 Vitelline Masked-weaver   Ploceus vitellinus     2           

194 Golden-backed Weaver  Ploceus jacksoni 4               

195 Black Bishop   Euplectes gierowii             1   

196 Red Bishop   Euplectes orix   1             

197 Yellow Bishop   Euplectes capensis   1             

198 Fan-tailed Widowbird   Euplectes axillaris              

199 Red-collared Widowbird   Euplectes ardens     4           

200 African Firefinch   Lagonosticta rubricata 2               

201 Red-cheeked Cordonbleu   Uraeginthus bengalus           2     

202 Blue-capped Cordonbleu  Uraeginthus cyanocephalus     2     1 3+   

203 Purple Grenadier   Uraeginthus ianthinogaster           2     

204 Black-faced Waxbill   Estrilda erythronotos     1           

205 Cut-throat   Amadina fasciata           1     

206 Steel-blue Whydah  Vidua hypocherina           1     

207 Straw-tailed Whydah  Vidua fischeri           1     

208 Reichenow's Seedeater  Serinus reichenowi         2 1     

209 White-bellied Canary   Serinus dorsostriatus         1    

210 Streaky Seedeater   Serinus striolatus   2 2        

Mammals                 

1 Yellow-winged Bat Lavia frons       1   1     

2 Warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus       a few a few a few 

3 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius 20 40+   2   many a few a few 

4 Masai Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis     4 4 12 20 40   

5 Kirk's Dik-Dik Rhynchotragus kirki     1 1 2 1 6   

6 Eland Taurotragus oryx   20     400+ 20   

7 Defassa Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus defassa 2               

8 Topi Damaliscus korrigum           2   1 
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9 Coke's Hartebeeste Alcelaphus buselaphus cokii     10   5 10 a few a few 

10 Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus 3 1000s 100+ 10000s 10000s a few   a few 

11 Impala Aepyceros melampus           a few a few   

12 Grant's Gazelle Gazella granti     many a few a few many many many 

13 Thomson's Gazelle Gazella thomsoni a few a few many a few a few many many many 

14 Steinbok Raphicerus campestris       1     3   

15 African Buffalo  Syncerus caffer a few many      many 1   

16 Plains Zebra Equus quagga a few many many 10000s 10000s many many 100s 

17 Black Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis   11             

18 Yellow-spotted Rock Hyrax Heterohyrax brucei           a few     

19 African Elephant Loxodonta africana 10 30+ 2+ 1   200   a few 

20 African Hare Lepus habessinicus     1           

21 African Grass Rat Arvicanthis niloticus                

22 Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas   2 1 2   2 3 1 

23 Side-striped Jackel Canis adustus           1     

24 Golden (Common) Jackal Canis aureus   6+ 2     10     

25 Bat-eared Fox  Otocyon megalotis         9   10   

26 Slender Mongoose  Herpestes sanguineus         1       

27 Banded Mongoose  Mungos mungo             6+   

28 Eastern Dwarf Mongoose  Helogale parvula           9+     

29 Spotted Hyena Crocuta crocuta   20 4 2 4 8 1 17 

30 Lion  Panthera leo   22 1 6 9 12 12 1 

31 Leopard   Panthera pardus     1     1     

32 Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus         2   10   

33 Olive Baboon Papio anubis          many     

34 Blue Monkey Cercopithecus mitis 5 1 1           

35 Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops 1         20+ a few   

 


