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Tour participants: Jude Ainomugisha with four Naturetrek clients

Our Kenya Airways flight to Nairobi departed from Heathrow in the early evening, arriving in plenty of time for

us to catch our onward connection to Entebbe.

We arrived at Entebbe International Airport at 10:30am where we were met by our guide Jude. After clearing
immigration and collecting our baggage, we proceeded to 2 Friends Guest House in Entebbe, where we had time
for some rest and relaxation after a long journey. Later in the afternoon we birded the Botanical Gardens and
we saw many species including Ross’s Turaco, Great Blue Turaco, Woodland Kingfisher, Broad-billed Roller,
Black and White Casqued Hornbill, Hadada Ibis, Red-chested Sunbird, Palm Vulture and Hooded Vulture,

among others.

We even saw some mammals like Striped Ground Squirrels, Guereza Colobus, Red-tailed Colobus and Vervet

Monkey. With that, it was getting late, so we headed back to 2 Friends Guest house for an overnight stay.

After an early breakfast we collected our bags and boarded the vehicle, heading to Mabamba Swamp to search
for the mighty Shoebill — perhaps the most sought after bird of the entire trip.

We were not disappointed, and by 9:15am we were watching and taking photographs of this impressive

bird, from a distance of only about 10 metres or so.

Other species seen with it in the swamp included African Jacana, Malachite Kingfisher, Swamp
Flycatcher, Winding Cisticola, Black Crake, Pied Kingfisher, Little Bee-eater, Long-toed Lapwing, Yellow- billed
ducks, Long-crested Eagle, Angola Swallows, Fan-tailed Widow bird, Northern Brown-throated Weaver,
White-winged Terns and Blue-breasted Bee-eater.

Later in the morning, we left Mabamba and started our drive to Lake Mburo where we spent two nights at
Rwakobo Rock Lodge exploring this stunningly beautiful National Park. During our time here we were
able to see many birds and mammals. Birds included African Finfoot, African Fish Eagle, Crested Barbet,
White-backed Vulture, Lilac-breasted Roller, Green Wood-hoopoe, Striped, Woodland and Giant Kingfisher,
Blue-naped Mousebird, White-browed Coucal, Red- chested Cuckoo, Sooty Chat, Fork-tailed Drongo, Pied
Crow, Black-headed Gonolek, Grey-backed Fiscal, Yellow white-eye, Arrow-marked Babbler, Hammerkop,
Yellow-billed Stork, Black- shouldered Kite, Lappet-faced Vulture and Lizard Buzzard, among others




Our mammal sightings were also impressive, including Burchells’s Zebra, Impala, Eland, Common Warthog,
Buffalo, Deffassa Waterbuck, Topi, Bushbuck, Olive Baboon and Giraffe.

After enjoying Lake Mburo National park for two days, we continued down south heading to Bwindi

Impenetrable National park where we were to spend three nights.

On our way we had a couple of stops for birding and we saw a number of species including the Long-crested
Eagle, Brown Snake Eagle, Black-headed Heron, Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater, Little Bee-cater, Streaky Headed
Seed-eater, Red-necked Francolin, Woolly-necked Stork, White-throated Bee-eater, Cattle Egrets, Little Swifts,
Speckled Mousebirds, Grey-headed Sparrows, Black-headed Batis and African Paradise Flycatcher among

others.

Finally, we reached Mahogany Springs Lodge which was to be our base for one of the highlights of the
holiday - Gorilla Tracking.

Gorilla tracking was done on day six of our trip, 14th September. Everybody in the group was excited about

the day, and although it was hard going at times eventually we all made it up to see the Gorillas.

The following day Duncan had a second Gorilla tracking expedition, so Jude arranged for Nicholas, who is a site
guide based in Bwindi, to take out the rest of the group bird watching while he accompanied Duncan for the

second trek.

The group that remained with Nicholas saw lots of forest species including Bronze Sunbird, African Thrush,
African Citril Finch, Dusky Tit, Green Sunbird, Yellow-rumpled Tinker Bird, White- breasted Negrita,
Luehder’s Bushshrike, Bocage’s Bushshrike, Red-capped Robin Chat, Grey- backed Cameroptera, African
Dusky Flycatcher, Common Bulbul, Pink-footed Puffback, Tamboutrine Dove, Black-billed weaver, Blue-
shouldered Robin Chat, Little Greenbul, Cameroon Sombre Greenbul, Red-rumped Swallow, Brown- throated
Wattle- eye, White- naped Raven, Buff-throated Apalis, Black Saw-wing, Waller’s Starling, Petit’s Cuckoo
Shrike, African Golden- breasted Bunting, and Grey-throated Barbet among many others.

Sunday was the day to transfer to Queen Elizabeth National park, but before setting off we did a little
birding around the Bwindi Forest, seeing Yellow-spotted Barbet, Bronze Sunbird, Brown- capped Weaver,
Northern Double-collared Sunbird, White-throated Bee-eater, Black-necked Weaver, Green Sunbird, Buff-
throated Apalis, Chubb's Cisticola, African Dusky Flycatcher and Cassin’s Hawk Eagle,

Mammals included Blue Monkey, Red-tailed Colobus, Red-legged Sun Squirrel and Black and White Colobus.

We left Mahogany Springs Lodge heading to Queen Elizabeth at around 11:00 am.

Along the way we saw a number of mammals and birds, and when we got to Ishasha sector, which is part of




Queen Elizabeth National Park, we found Topi, Uganda Kob, Deffasa Waterbuck, Buffalo, Elephant, troops
of Olive Baboon, Bushbuck, Warthog, Pink-backed Pelican, Sooty Chat, Martial Eagle, Hooded Vulture, Grey-
crowned Crane, Black-headed Gonolek, Red-necked Francolin, Grey-backed Fiscal, Grey Kestrel, Blue-spotted
Wood Dove and White-browed Robin Chat, among others.

We stayed at Mweya Safari Lodge for three nights which gave us enough time to enjoy the park, and during our
stay we saw Elephants, Uganda Kobs, Warthog, African Buffalo, Lion, Banded Mongoose, Spotted Hyena,
Giant Forest Hog and Bushbuck. New birds included Nubian Woodpecker, Black-bellied Bustard, Flappet
Lark, Grey-headed Sparrow and Crowned Hornbill.

We also took a boat cruise along the Kazinga Channel, seeing Marsh Sandpiper, Ruff, Senegal Lapwing, Water
Thick-knee, Yellow-billed Stork, African Spoonbill, Marabou Stork and Hammerkop, plus Elephants,
Hippopotamus, Nile Crocodile and Nile Monitor Lizard.

On Wednesday we had to leave Mweya safari Lodge and head to Kibale. The morning was spent travelling and
we arrived to a rainy afternoon so nothing much was done. All the group were eagerly looking forward to

tomorrow’s encounter with Chimpanzees.

Thursday was the day for chimpanzee tracking and everyone was in good spirits and excited in anticipation of
seeing these primates — our closest relatives. After an early breakfast we set off to Kibale National park Visitor
Information Centre for the general briefing about the do’s and don’ts while with the chimpanzees, and in fact

before we encountered them.

At 8:30am the walk started, and between then and the group leaving the forest at 11.00am we saw the
chimpanzees, and other wildlife, for which this park is famous. When we had all met up again we headed to the

visitor centre for a hot lunch.

Later in the afternoon, after lunch, we went out again for another walk in the Bigodi swamp, that has a variety

of both birds and primates.

Some of the primates we saw included Red Colobus, Black and White Colobus, Red-tailed Monkey and Olive

Baboons among others.
Birds seen included Great Blue Turaco, Black-headed Weaver, African Blue Flycatcher, Red-eyed dove, Yellow-
billed Barbet, Black Bee-eater, African Thrush, Black-headed Heron, Hadada Ibis, Common Waxbill, Bronze

Manakin and Black-crowned Tchagra.

As it was getting late, we had to drive back to Papaya Lake Lodge for the night.

This was the last day of the tour, and we had to travel back to Entebbe in preparation for the long journey
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While on our way back we saw a number of bird species like the Long-crested Eagle, Grey-backed Fiscal, Black-
shouldered kite, Striped Kingfisher, White-throated Leaf-cater, Western Banded Snake Eagle, Eastern Grey

Plantain-eater, Fan-tailed Widow Bird, Common Fiscal and Great Blue Turaco, among many more.

Finally, we reached Entebbe at around 4:45 pm and checked in at 2 Friends Guest House for day room
use/Dinner before heading to the Airport to check in for their international flight back to the UK, via

Amsterdam.

We said our goodbyes to each other and that marked the end of a memorable trip.
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Common name
Chimpanzee
Mountain Gorilla
Guereza Colobus
Olive Baboon
Vervet Monkey
Gentle (Blue) Monkey
Lesser spot-nosed Monkey
Egyptian Fruit Bat
Uganda Grass-Hare
Striped Ground Squirrel
Red-legged Sun Squirrel
Banded Mongoose
Dwarf Mongoose
Spotted Hyaena
Lion
African Elephant
Burchell's Zebra
Hippopotamus
Giant Hog
Common Warthog
Rothschild's Giraffe
African Buffalo
Bushbuck
Eland
Black-fronted Duiker
Uganda Kob
Defassa Waterbuck
Impala
Topi

Scientific name
Pan troglodytes
Gorilla gorilla beringei
Colobus guereza
Papio anubis
Cercopithecus (a.) pygerythrus
Cercopithecus mitis
Cercopithecus(c.) petaurista
Rousettus aegyptiacus
Poelagus marjorita
Euxerus erythropus
Heliosciurus rufobrachium
Mungos mungo
Helogale parvula
Crocuta crocuta
Panthera leo
Loxondonta africana
Equus quagga
Hippopotamus amphibius
Hylochoerus meinertzhageni
Phacochoerus africanus
Giraffe camelopardalis
Syncerus caffer
Tragelaphus scriptus
Taurotragus oryx
Cephalophus nigrifrons
Kobus kob thomasi
Kobus ellipsiprymnus defassa
Aepyceros melampus
Damaliscus lunatus
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Common name

Great White Pelican
Pink-backed Pelican
Great Cormorant
Long-tailed Cormorant
Shoehill

Cattle Egret

Little Egret
Intermediate Egret
Squacco Heron
Green-backed Heron
Great Egret

Grey Heron

Purple Heron
Goliath Heron
Black-headed Heron
Hamerkop
Woolly-necked Stork
Marabou Stork
African Open-billed Stork
Yellow-billed Stork
Sacred lbis

Hadada lbis

Glossy lbis

African Spoonbill
Lesser Flamingo
Spur-winged Goose
Egyptian Goose
Yellow-billed Duck
Black-shouldered Kite
Black Kite

Hooded Vulture

African White-backed Vulture

Scientific name

Pelecanus onocrotalus
Pelecanus rufescens
Phalacrocorax carbo
Phalacrocorax africanus
Balaeniceps rex
Bubulcus ibis

Egretta garzetta
Mesophyx intermedia
Ardeola ralloides
Butorides striata

Ardea alba

Ardea cinerea

Ardea purpurea

Ardea goliath

Ardea melanocephala
Scopus umbretta
Ciconia episcopus
Leptoptilos crumeniferus
Anastomus lamelligerus
Mycteria ibis
Threskiornis aethiopicus
Bostrychia hagedash
Plegadis falcinellus
Platalea alba
Phoenicopterus minor
Plectropterus gambensis
Alopochen aegyptiacus
Anas undulata

Elanus caeruleus

Milvus migrans
Necrosyrtes monachus
Gyps africanus
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34
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57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

Common name

Lappet-faced Vulture

Black-breasted Snake Eagle

Brown Snake Eagle
Banded Snake Eagle
Bateleur

African Harrier Hawk
African Marsh Harrier
Shikra

Lizard Buzzard
Palm-nut Vulture
African Fish Eagle
Wahlberg's Eagle
Long-crested Eagle
Cassin's Hawk-Eagle
Martial Eagle

Grey Kestrel

Crested Francolin
Red-necked Francolin
Helmeted Guineafowl
Common Button-Quail
African Crake

Black Crake

Grey Crowned Crane
African Finfoot
Black-bellied Bustard
African Jacana
Greater Painted Snipe
Black-winged Stilt
Water Thick-knee
Collared Pratincole
Common Ringed Plover
Kittlitz's Plover
Three-banded Plover
Caspian Plover

Scientific name
Torgos tracheliotus
Circaetus pectoralis
Circaetus cinereus
Circaetus cinerascens
Terathopius ecaudatus
Polyboroides typus
Circus ranivorus
Accipiter badius

Kaupifalco monogrammicus

Gypohierax angolensis
Haliaeetus vocifer
Hieraaetus wahlbergi
Lophaetus occipitalis
Spizaetus africanus
Polemaetus bellicosus
Falco ardosiaceus
Francolinus sephaena
Pternis afer

Numida meleagris
Turnix sylvatica
Crecopsis egregia
Amaurornis flavirostris
Balearica regulorum
Podica senegalensis
Lissotis melanogaster
Actophilornis africanus

Rostratula benghalensis
Himantopus himantopus

Burhinus vermiculatus
Glareola pratincola
Charadrius hiaticula
Charadrius pecuarius
Charadrius tricollaris
Charadrius asiaticus
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Common name
Long-toed Lapwing
Spur-winged Lapwing
Senegal Lapwing
Crowned Lapwing
Wattled Lapwing
Brown-chested Lapwing
Little Stint
Curlew Sandpiper
Ruff
Ruddy Turnstone
Marsh Sandpiper
Common Greenshank
Green Sandpiper
Wood Sandpiper
Common Sandpiper
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Grey-headed Gull
Gull-billed Tern
White-winged Tern
African Green Pigeon
Tambourine Dove
Blue-spotted Wood Dove
Speckled Pigeon
Red-eyed Dove
Ring-necked Dove
Laughing Dove
Brown Parrot
Great Blue Turaco
Ross's Turaco
Bare-faced Go-away-bird
Eastern Plantain-eater
Levaillant's Cuckoo
Red-chested Cuckoo
Yellowbill

Scientific name
Vanellus crassirostris
Vanellus spinosus
Vanellus lugubris
Vanellus coronatus
Vanellus senegallus
Vanellus superciliosus
Calidris minuta
Calidris ferruginea
Calidris pugnax
Arenaria interpres
Tringa stagnatilis
Tringa nebularia
Tringa ochropus
Tringa glareola
Actitis hypoleucos
Larus fuscus
Larus cirrocephalus
Sterna nilotica
Chlidonias leucopterus
Treron calvus
Turtur tympanistria
Turtur afer
Columba guinea
Streptopelia semitorquata
Streptopelia capicola
Streptopelia senegalensis
Poicephalus meyeri
Corythaeola cristata
Musophaga rossae
Corythaixoides personatus
Crinifer zonurus
Clamator levaillantii
Cuculus solitarius
Ceuthmochares aereus
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Common name
White-browed Coucal
Red-chested Owlet
African Palm-Swift
Little Swift
Speckled Mousebird
Blue-naped Mousebird
Grey-headed Kingfisher
Woodland Kingfisher
Striped Kingfisher
Malachite Kingfisher
African Pygmy Kingfisher
Giant Kingfisher
Pied Kingfisher
European Bee-eater
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater
Madagascar Bee-eater
White-throated Bee-eater
Black Bee-eater
Little Bee-eater
Blue-breasted Bee-eater

Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater

Lilac-breasted Roller
Broad-billed Roller
Green Wood-Hoopoe
Crowned Hornbill
African Pied Hornbill
African Grey Hornbill

Black and White Casqued Hornbill

Grey-throated Barbet
Yellow-throated Tinkerbird
Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird
Yellow-spotted Barbet
Spot-flanked Barbet
Double-toothed Barbet

Scientific name
Centropus superciliosus
Glaucidium tephronotum
Cypsiurus parvus
Apus affinis
Colius striatus
Urocolius macrourus
Halcyon leucocephala
Halcyon senegalensis
Halcyon chelicuti
Corythornis cristatus
Ispidina picta
Megaceryle maxima
Ceryle rudis
Merops apiaster
Merops persicus
Merops superciliosus
Merops albicollis
Merops gularis
Merops pusillus
Merops variegatus
Merops oreobates
Coracias caudatus
Eurystomus glaucurus
Phoeniculus purpureus
Tockus alboterminatus
Tockus fasciatus
Lophoceros nasutus
Bycanistes subcylindricus
Gymnobucco bonapartei
Pogoniulus subsulphureus
Pogoniulus bilineatus
Buccanodon duchaillui
Tricholaema lachrymosa
Lybius bidentatus
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Common name
Crested Barbet
Nubian Woodpecker
Cardinal Woodpecker
Grey Woodpecker
Rufous-naped Lark
Flappet Lark
Barn Swallow
Angola Swallow
Red-rumped Swallow
Mosque Swallow
Lesser Striped-Swallow
Rock Martin
Black Saw-wing
African Pied Wagtail
African Pipit
Plain-backed Pipit
Yellow-throated Longclaw
Cameroon Sombre Greenbul
Little Grey Greenbul
Shelley's Greenbul
Cabanis's Greenbul
Common Bulbul
Arrow-marked Babbler
White-browed Robin-Chat
Blue-shouldered Robin-Chat
Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat
Brown-backed Scrub Robin
Whinchat
Sooty Chat
African Thrush
African Dusky Flycatcher
Swamp Flycatcher
Dusky-blue Flycatcher
White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher

Scientific name
Trachyphonus vaillantii
Campethera nubica
Dendropicos fuscescens
Dendropicos goertae
Mirafra africana
Mirafra rufocinnamomea
Hirundo rustica
Hirundo angolensis
Cecropis daurica
Cecropis senegalensis
Cecropis abyssinica
Hirundo fuligula
Psalidoprocne pristoptera
Motacilla aguimp
Anthus cinnamomeus
Anthus leucophrys
Macronyx croceus
Andropadus curvirostris
Andropadus gracilis
Arizelocichla masukuensis
Phyllastrephus cabanisi
Pycnonotus barbatus
Turdoides jardineii
Cossypha heuglini
Cossypha cyanocampter
Cossypha niveicapilla
Cercotrichas hartlaubi
Saxicola rubetra
Myrmecocichla nigra
Turdus pelios
Muscicapa adusta
Muscicapa aquatica
Muscicapa comitata
Melaenornis fischeri
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169
170
171
172
173
174
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176
177
178
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183
184
185
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191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
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Common name
Grey Tit-Flycatcher
Trilling Cisticola
Chubb's Cisticola
Long-tailed Cisticola
Winding Cisticola
Croaking Cisticola
Zitting Cisticola
Tawny-flanked Prinia
White-chinned Prinia
Buff-throated Apalis
African Yellow White-eye
Dusky Tit
African Blue Flycatcher
African Paradise Flycatcher
Black-and-white Flycatcher
Chin-spot Batis
Brown-throated Wattle-eye
Mackinnon's Fiscal
Grey-backed Fiscal
Black-crowned Tchagra
Bocage's Bush-Shrike
Sulphur-breasted Bush-Shrike
Luehder's Bush-Shrike
Tropical Boubou
Black-headed Gonolek
Pink-footed Puffback
Petit's Cuckoo-Shrike
Fork-tailed Drongo
Black-headed Oriole
Western Black-headed Oriole
Pied Crow
Waller's Starling
Splendid Starling
Ruppell's Long-tailed Starling

Scientific name
Myioparus plumbeus
Cisticola woosnami
Cisticola chubbi
Cisticola angusticaudus
Cisticola galactotes
Cisticola natalensis
Cisticola juncidis
Prinia subflava
Prinia leucopogon
Apalis rufogularis
Zosterops senegalensis
Melaniparus funereus
Elminia longicauda
Terpsiphone viridis
Bias musicus
Batis molitor
Platysteira cyanea
Lanius mackinnoni
Lanius excubitoroides
Tchagra senegala
Telophorus bocagei

Telophorus sulfureopectus

Laniarius luehderi
Laniarius aethiopicus
Laniarius erythrogaster
Dryoscopus angolensis
Campephaga petiti
Dicrurus adsimilis
Oriolus larvatus

Oriolus brachyrhynchus
Corvus albus
Onychognathus walleri
Lamprotornis splendidus

Lamprotornis purpuropterus
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203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
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Common name
Wattled Starling
Yellow-billed Oxpecker
Green Sunbird
Collared Sunbird
Olive Sunbird
Green-headed Sunbird
Blue-throated Brown Sunbird
Green-throated Sunbird
Scarlet-chested Sunbird
Variable Sunbird
Northern Double-collared Sunbird
Red-chested Sunbird
Bronze Sunbird
Grey-headed Sparrow
Baglafecht Weaver
Slender-billed Weaver
Black-necked Weaver
Spectacled Weaver
Black-billed Weaver
Orange Weaver
Yellow-backed Weaver
Golden-backed Weaver
Village Weaver
Vieillot's Black Weaver
Brown-capped Weaver
Red-billed Quelea
Southern Red Bishop
Fan-tailed Widowbird
Grey-headed Nigrita
White-breasted Nigrita
Red-billed Firefinch
Red-cheeked Cordonbleu
Bronze Mannikin
Pin-tailed Whydah

Scientific name
Creatophora cinerea
Buphagus africanus
Anthreptes rectirostris
Hedydipna collaris
Cyanomitra olivacea
Cyanomitra verticalis
Cyanomitra cyanolaema
Chalcomitra rubescens
Chalcomitra senegalensis
Cinnyris venustus
Cinnyris reichenowi
Cinnyris erythrocerca
Nectarinia kilimensis
Passer griseus
Ploceus baglafecht
Ploceus pelzelni
Ploceus nigricollis
Ploceus ocularis
Ploceus melanogaster
Ploceus aurantius
Ploceus melanocephalus
Ploceus jacksoni
Ploceus cucullatus
Ploceus nigerrimus
Ploceus insignis
Quelea quelea
Euplectes orix
Euplectes axillaris
Nigrita canicapillus
Nigrita fusconota
Lagonosticta senegala
Uraeginthus bengalus
Spermestes cucullatus
Vidua macroura
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238
239
240
241
242

Common name
Yellow-crowned Canary
African Citril
Yellow-fronted Canary
Streaky Seedeater
Thick-billed Seedeater
Golden-breasted Bunting

Scientific name

Serinus flavivertex
Serinus citrinelloides
Serinus mozambicus
Serinus striolatus
Serinus burtoni
Emberiza flaviventris
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