
Autumn Colours of New England 

Naturetrek Tour Report 29 September - 11 October 2017 
 

 

 

Naturetrek Mingledown Barn Wolf's Lane Chawton Alton Hampshire GU34 3HJ UK 

 T: +44 (0)1962 733051  

 E: info@naturetrek.co.uk W: www.naturetrek.co.uk  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Report compiled by Philip Thompson 

Images courtesy of Brian West 
 

Autumn colours 

Bald Eagle 

American Red Squirrel 

Looking towards Mt Washington from the Great Glen Trails Centre 

mailto:info@naturetrek.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/Peter/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2NR7BARZ/www.naturetrek.co.uk


Tour Report  Autumn Colours of New England 

 

 

© Naturetrek     February 18 1 
 

Tour participants: Philip Thompson (leader) & Sharon Thompson with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 29th September 

After our lunchtime departure from Heathrow, we arrived into Boston in the early afternoon, local time. Once 

we had our minibus organized, it was a short drive into central Boston to our hotel where we were soon checked 

in to our comfortable rooms. After some time to relax and unwind, the group met up for a chat and then headed 

out together to find a restaurant for our evening meal. The local area was very busy but, after a little persuasion, a 

local restaurant managed to provide a table for us all among the throng of Boston locals enjoying the weekend. It 

was then back for an early night and sleep to start our acclimatization to the time difference. 

Day 2 Saturday 30th September 

The morning dawned rather gloomy with a light rain falling, raising concerns about whether our whale-watching 

trip was still on. After checking the local boat company we were assured all was well and we were still due to get 

out. The rain after breakfast was now heavier so our proposed walk to the jetty was abandoned and we took a 

few cabs to shuttle the group down to the waterside to keep dry. This plan was then scuppered when the boat 

company began to check tickets and opened part of the walkway down to the boat, drawing the crowd of 

passengers from their various points of shelter. We were then kept waiting in the rain for 20 minutes, getting 

soaked in the process, before we were finally able to board! We then scrambled for cover and a seat inside for 

the transfer out to the Stellwagen Bank and hopes of whale sightings.  

 

Having dried off during the trip and having seen a few groups of Common Eider and Black Scoter, the boat was 

slowed and we began to scan the sea from the open top deck (it had now stopped raining!). A single Humpback 

Whale was then spotted by the boat staff and we spent some time trying to obtain a decent view of this 

individual. Unfortunately, it was not proving very cooperative as it was feeding by undertaking long dives with 

only short spells on the surface. It was decided to move on and seek out other whales. As we began to approach 

the furthest edge of Cape Cod, and being remarkably close to shore, we came upon more whales accompanied 

by a large feeding flock of Common Terns. These comprised two or three Humpback Whales, three Minke 

Whales and, best of all, a close encounter with a Fin Whale. During our time watching the feeding activities of 

these giants, we also observed numerous Great Shearwaters swirling around them, joined in smaller numbers by 

Cory’s, Sooty and Manx Shearwaters. Our time then came to an end and we turned the boat back to Boston at 

top speed.  

 

Back on dry land we then took the walk back to the hotel, taking in a few of the sights of the city on the way. 

Our next task was a rapid loading of the minibus to transfer north to New Harbor, our next port of call. The 

route took us along the coast with several attractive vistas and a few bird sightings as we went. We arrived at the 

hotel at dusk to once more check in, relax and then to go on to dinner at the rustic and unpretentious Shaw’s 

Lobster Shack where we all enjoyed a fantastic fresh fish supper! 

Day 3 Sunday 1st October 

We began the day with another boat journey, as we took the crossing to Monhegan Island, nine miles offshore. 

The short walk from the hotel soon had the group eagerly looking forward to the trip. For those of the group 
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with good ‘sea-legs’, this proved to be quite a trip as the small boat rose and fell in the windy conditions. Those 

of the group who chose to travel in the covered lower deck may have regretted their decision as the waves and 

sea washed through the boat underfoot. The upper deck was a delight, allowing us to enjoy the open air and a 

few Northern Gannets, Common Loons and gulls as we went. 

 

Arriving at Monhegan Island, it was made clear to us that we had arrived on an auspicious day, being the first day 

of the lobster season, when all the locals await the firing of a small cannon before setting out to set their traps. 

The dock on our arrival was stacked high with a multitude of traps and was a hive of activity. We docked safely 

and quickly to admire the scene before we slowly walked up the slope to begin birding among the gardens and 

fields surrounding the small permanent community. The crack of the cannon made us all jump, as we were 

engrossed in checking out a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at the time.  

 

The day was spent undertaking a number of gentle walks through the village, the forests and out to a couple of 

headlands and cliffs. First we made our lunch order at the small village general store with a short wait as they 

were prepared. The nearby gardens provided plenty of distraction in the form of a multitude of Painted Lady and 

Monarch butterflies feeding on the many flowering Asters (or now, more accurately, Symphyotrichum!) Small 

passerine migrants were a little thin on the ground but during our walks we connected with several warblers, 

Kinglets and a few other species. Raptors were well represented, the highlight being a dashing Merlin seen on 

several occasions as it sought out easy, tired, bird prey on the island. Nonetheless, the views, scenery and small 

artistic human community made for a pleasant and enjoyable day. All too soon we needed to head back to the 

harbour to catch our return ferry, with a little bit of drama occurring when the boat had to make a quick 

turnabout and return to pick up a couple of late arrivals who were looking at having to spend the winter 

stranded! 

 

Back on the mainland we had time to have a pleasant relaxing free time before meeting up and heading to Shaw’s 

once more for dinner. 

Day 4 Monday 2nd October 

We began the day after loading the minibus and leaving New Harbor with a short visit to the attractive and 

much-photographed Pemaquid Lighthouse. In lovely sunny conditions, we were once more amazed at the mass 

of butterflies gathered on the flowerbeds and amused by the antics of the local American Red Squirrels. Along 

the rocky shoreline and sheltered bays numerous Common Eiders, Black Guillemot and Red-necked and Horned 

Grebes were spotted. 

 

Moving on, we began the long transfer to Bar Harbor taking us once more through a range of attractive coastal 

scenery and pretty white weather-boarded villages with the first pumpkin displays in evidence. We stopped to 

have our picnic lunch en route at Fort Point State Park where we were lucky in picking up a flock of stunning 

Surf Scoter just offshore, among which another Red-necked Grebe was actively diving. 

 

Arriving in Bar Harbor in good time allowed us to get settled before heading out on a short excursion to a 

couple of the local Beaver ponds, without success, unfortunately. 
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Day 5 Tuesday 3rd October 

Our day was spent exploring various areas and habitats of Mount Desert Island and Acadia National Park. Our 

first stop was at the Sieur de Mont Spring botanic gardens (the Wild Gardens of Acadia). Here we began with a 

walk among the fascinating laid out beds recreating various typical New England habitats with their specialist 

plants. We then continued our walk out along some of the many footpaths available. The stunning autumn 

colours that New England is famed for were here beginning to become apparent, even though we were still on 

the coastal region. Some of the Sugar Maples (Acer saccharum) and Paper Birches (Betula papyrifera) were 

particularly notable.  

 

We made our way back to the vehicle where we then set off to undertake a scenic drive of the area before finally 

coming to the area known as Seawall where we paused to check a freshwater pool and coastal rocks for roosting 

gulls. Among the ever-present and abundant American Herring Gulls were excellent numbers of Laughing Gull 

and a few Ring-billed Gulls, allowing ID comparisons (useful for picking up the odd vagrant once we got 

home!). A stop for a picnic lunch was then taken nearby with sheltering pines and a fine view out to sea. Tearing 

our attention away from food, a check of the sea duck bobbing in the distance showed them to be White-winged 

Scoter. 

 

Our next walk was along the Wonderland Trail that led through a beautiful habitat of lichen-and moss-covered 

boulders from which a fine array of acid-loving plants grew, overtopped by some wonderfully stunted and 

‘Bonsai-ed’ pines. This trail led down to the sea once more where we paused to walk among the boulder rock 

pools and to soak in the stunning scenery. 

 

Back at the vehicle we continued on our circuit of the island taking a final stop at a tidal creek where we picked 

out a trio each of Greater Yellowlegs and Killdeer on the soft muddy pools, whilst perching and chasing among 

the overhanging trees were a pair of Belted Kingfishers. 

 

Finally returning to our hotel, we rested with tea and cakes before freshening up and heading into the busy 

tourist town in search of an evening meal. This proved difficult for a group at this popular time of year, 

ultimately requiring the group to fragment and find a restaurant each with a table available! 

Day 6 Wednesday 4th October 

We began the day with a walk along the locally famous ‘Shore Path’, running around the outer edge of Bar 

Harbor. It gave us some lovely views of the coastal islands cloaked in forest just offshore from the rocky coast, 

washed over by crystal-clear waters. Some fine local houses were noted as we slowly wandered this short route. 

A number of small passerines were seen that notably included a couple of Cape May Warblers among the bushes 

and trees along the route, whilst in the bay were a number of Common Loons, Black Guillemots, Eiders and 

American Black Ducks.  

 

Our next destination after leaving Bar Harbor and the coast behind was to undertake our transfer to Bethel, in 

the heart of Maine. We passed through much classic New England scenery of farms, pastures and forest. Having 

begun to travel inland the colours of the autumn were now really starting to become apparent, especially now 

that we were entering a region of predominantly deciduous forest. We stopped half way to have a light lunch in 
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an unpretentious family run roadside diner of some vintage. The proprietors were as interested in us as we were 

in them and the area, this not being a spot where many UK tourists turn up! 

 

Moving on passing many attractive views, we took a short detour to pay a visit to one of the many famous 

covered bridges found in this part of the States. Our choice was the Sunday River Bridge, this being a much-

photographed example. Chatting with some local visitors, they mentioned a rather grisly murder in which the 

bridge featured. The fine examples of Red Oak (Quercus rubra) overhanging the clear, running river provided a 

lovely backdrop to photos taken of the bridge.  

 

All that remained was to complete the remaining short distance into the attractive town of Bethel and our next 

characterful Victorian-era guesthouse. 

Day 7 Thursday 5th October 

We took to the water once more with a wonderful cruise out onto Lake Umbagog. The forested shoreline and 

surrounding mountains were ablaze with a rich tapestry of golds, reds, oranges and deep greens: living up to the 

fame of the autumn colours of this part of the world! There were a few Common Loons still present on the lake, 

raising their almost-grown chicks before they head to the coast for winter. A highlight of the lake was up to six 

bald Eagles seen during our trip, this being the first area in Maine re-colonized by these majestic birds as their 

numbers recovered and they expanded to reclaim former breeding distribution. We enjoyed some lengthy and 

close views of these birds. We crossed the open expanse of the lake and entered the Rapid River that feeds into 

the lake, carefully negotiating the large submerged rocks as we slowly made our way up the stunning river, 

checking a number of inlets and side eddies for wildfowl as we went. Finds included American Black Ducks and 

Ring-necked Ducks. Crossing the lake, we picked up a couple of Grey Jays, here at the southern edge of their 

range. All too soon our morning’s excursion drew to an end and we headed back to the boat launch and our 

minibus. Here we then drove on into the small town of Errol where we stopped in the charming rustic general 

store where we were able to buy our freshly made-up rolls and sandwiches and other picnic lunch supplies. 

 

We next drove on up alongside the Androscoggin River and stopped at the Park Headquarters where we ate our 

lunch at the water’s edge. From here it was a short drive to the start of the forest Galloway Trail where we 

stopped and undertook a pleasant walk through the (very) quiet and peaceful Balsam Fir forest with it’s sound-

deadening mossy floor.  

 

For the remainder of the day we took to the vehicle to slowly drive the roads past a number of muddy ‘wallows’ 

that are known to attract Moose that come to drink the salty mineral waters found within them. After much 

patient and expectant cruising back and forth, we unfortunately came up blank except for a fleeting panicked 

White-tailed Deer that almost ran under the wheels of the vehicle. Luckily the scenery and forest colours more 

than compensated. 

Day 8 Friday 6th October 

This morning was spent taking a couple of short walks exploring the Grafton Notch State Park. Our first stop 

was at the Screw Augur Falls where, over millennia, several attractive circular eddies had been eroded into the 

rocky falls, creating a very impressive and photogenic natural wonder.  
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A short drive further on brought us to the Mother Walker Falls that proved, at this time of year, to be a little 

underwhelming, as there was little water flowing. A pleasant wander was had, nonetheless. 

 

Our final stop in the park was at the Moose Cave Trail. This trail led through a nice variety of forest and 

Reindeer Moss covered woodland floor. The ‘cave’ was in reality a rock overhang caused by a large fractured 

boulder breaking away from the cliff above and filled with a small flowing stream.  

 

We next drove on and took a gravel lumber road where we soon stopped to walk a section on the lookout for 

birds on the weed-lined edges. Bird finds were remarkably thin, due perhaps to the unexpectedly mild weather 

this year not pushing the birds south yet. We did, however, find a large colony of Nodding Ladies’ Tresses 

(Spiranthes cernua), growing along the trackside. Back in the vehicle and making our way back to the tarmac we did 

then disturb a ‘displaying’ Ruffed Grouse with its ruff on the back of the neck inflated. 

 

Reaching Errol, we repeated our lunch purchase and picnic lunch spot as yesterday before making another 

Moose Cruise, with a similar result to yesterday also!! We did, however, stop at a roadside pond to enjoy some 

good scope views of a small flock of the very attractive Wood Ducks. 

Day 9 Saturday 7th October 

Today we loaded our luggage once more and made the short transfer to the White Mountains State Forest. We 

stopped at a local deli in Bethel to buy our lunches where we were fortunate in spotting a vibrant flock of 

American Robins, among which a few Cedar Waxwings were also present. 

 

We headed south from Bethel and began the day with a walk along the Albany Trail. We took a short stroll at 

Crocker Pond first, where we spotted a couple of delightful Eastern or Red-spotted Newts walking among the 

marshy vegetation (being more strictly speaking Salamanders). Once at the Albany Trail we set off into the forest 

to enjoy a pleasant meandering route, during which a few of the common woodland birds were seen. Returning 

to the vehicle, it was decided on having lunch overlooking the forest lake before driving on towards Jackson. 

 

Having set off to continue our journey we were now passing through a rich deciduous forest of many hues to 

enjoy. We stopped in Stow at a locally renowned café/diner for a coffee and ice-cream before setting out and 

driving over Hurricane Mountain. This steeply climbing narrow road, with a similar descent on the other side, 

was quite an experience. Once on the other side, it was then a short remaining journey into Jackson where we 

crossed the covered bridge and arrived at our attractive guesthouse. 

Day 10 Sunday 8th October 

The early risers awoke to a rainy morning, putting a halt on a proposed pre-breakfast walk. Instead we sat on the 

covered verandah and watched the birds coming to the guesthouse feeders. 

 

Our next port of call after the breakfast formalities was to drive to the base of Mount Washington, where we 

boarded one of the Auto Road vehicles and were entertained and informed of the many interesting facts and 

stories about this iconic mountain as we made the slow ascent. The day at the base was pleasant and sunny but, 
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as we climbed, the wind speed increased, and we entered much drifting low cloud that hampered visibility 

somewhat (although we were told that a clear day only occurs very infrequently). We did pause at a couple of 

viewpoints in windows of clear visibility where we could appreciate the vast scale of the autumn forests in this 

region, ablaze with orange and yellow. The ascent passed through several levels of microclimates with their 

differing vegetation, before we left the trees behind us and entered the arctic-alpine summit region. Here occur 

many specialized and rare plants but, at this time of year and with the raging conditions, we weren’t getting out 

to check! Reaching the summit, it was hard to believe the contrast from our starting point below. This mountain 

is (in)famous for the world-record-breaking wind speeds recorded here, due to a combination of geography and 

latitude, something we could well appreciate in the roaring wind we were experiencing. We spent an hour on the 

top exploring (briefly!) the open-air location and summit point and the restored, original hotel(!), museum, 

weather stations and restaurant. Invigorated, informed and wind-blasted, we were not too reluctant to board the 

bus to take us back down, with some further tales and information from the tour driver. 

 

From the mountain summit we next drove on to visit the wetland reserve of Pondicherry Wildfowl Reserve. The 

walking trail that followed an old railway line from the car park to the lake was rather quiet, bird-wise. On 

reaching the pond and the wooden viewing deck, we were able to pick out distantly on the water a flock of duck 

mainly comprising Ring-necked Duck and American Black Duck, with a pair of Ruddy Duck keeping company, 

and an elusive Hooded Merganser. As on previous trips, our visit coincided with the American birding tradition 

of the ‘Big Watch’, where observers spend an entire day in a single location recording all the species seen (akin to 

the UK’s Garden Bird Watch) and also, as per previous trips, the recorders present told us of a couple of 

sightings of a bull Moose seen earlier (but missed by us!). 

 

From here we drove a scenic route enjoying the splendid colour and scenery of the area before reaching 

Gorham, where we stopped for an early dinner in one of the best local restaurants. 

Day 11 Monday 9th October 

Today was mainly spent carrying out a slow motor tour of the region, due to the inclement weather of periodic 

heavy rain showers. We began with the iconic scenic route of the Kancamagus Highway. We made the most of 

any breaks in the downfall to pause at any scenic lookouts. A stop at Lily Pond in the rather vain hope of 

spotting a Moose feeding at this idyllic spot was unsuccessful, although we did pick up a Common Yellowthroat 

among the heathy vegetation. Despite the very wet morning, the stops we did mange in the dry did provide some 

atmospheric photographic opportunities of drifting mist crossing the golden mountainsides. 

 

Eventually reaching the small town of North Woodstock, we pulled in to have a lunch in a small restaurant. 

From here we then continued on our driving circuit using some quieter back roads that passed a number of likely 

Moose haunts, but this year we were clean out of luck, and only had the lovely scenery to hold our attention. Our 

route took us in a large circuit of the park before eventually bringing us back to Jackson where we paid one of a 

couple of visits to a nearby Beaver pond where only the lodge was visible. 
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Day 12 Tuesday 10th October 

We began our final day with another check of the Beaver pond (again drawing a blank) followed by a short stop 

at the Jackson Falls, which were now, after the heavy rain, running in a spectacular fashion over the many eddies 

and slabs of rock. 

 

We then set out on the final long transfer towards Boston, heading first to Walden Pond State Reservation. After 

the rain of yesterday, the weather now was clear, sunny and unseasonably hot! This had resulted in bringing out 

large numbers of Bostonites to enjoy the park and swim in the kettle-hole lake at its heart. Despite the crowds, 

the many walking trails through the woodland were quiet and peaceful, and enjoyed by some of the group, whilst 

others visited the reconstructed hut that the famous writer Henry David Thoreau built and lived in while writing 

his best-known work, ‘Walden –or, Life in the Woods’. We all enjoyed the warmth of the sun, nonetheless, in 

which to eat our lunch provisions before having to board the bus one last time and complete the remainder of 

the journey to the airport in the late afternoon. 

Day 13 Wednesday 11th October 

Having successfully caught our return flight, we arrived home safe and sound to what now looked, by 

comparison, a very drab and colourless UK! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

  

Eastern Chipmunk Monarch 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Plants (BOLD = significant fall colour tree) 

Scientific Name Common Name Autumn Colour 

   

Class Gymnosperms     

Cupressaceae Cypress Family   

Chamaecyparis thyoides Atlantic White-cedar   

Juniperus virginiana Eastern Redcedar   

Thuja occidentalis Northern White-cedar   

      

Pinaceae Pine Family   

Abies balsamea Balsam Fir   

Larix laricina American Larch   

Picea glauca White Spruce   

Picea rubens Red Spruce   

Pinus banksiana Jack Pine   

Pinus rigida Pitch Pine   

Pinus strobus Eastern White Pine   

Tsuga canadensis Eastern Hemlock   

      

Class Angiosperms     

Anacardiaceae Pistacio Family   

Rhus copallinum Shining Sumac Brilliant orange to red 

Rhus glabra*  Smooth Sumac* Brilliant orange to red 

Rhus typhina Staghorn Sumac Brilliant orange to red 

      

Betulaceae Birch Family   

Alnus alnobetula Green Alder   

Alnus serrulata Smooth Alder   

Betula alleghaniensis Yellow Birch Yellow 

Betula lenta* Sweet Birch* Yellow 

Betula papyrifera* Paper Birch* Yellow 

Betula populifolia Gray Birch Yellow 

Carpinus caroliniana American Hornbeam Red 

Corylus cornuta Beaked Hazel Dark red 

Ostrya virginiana Eastern Hophornbeam Yellow 

      

Cannabaceae Hemp family   

Celtis occidentalis Northern Hackberry Pale yellow 

      

Cornaceae Dogwood Family   

Cornus alternifolia Alternate-leaf Dogwood   

Cornus florida* Flowering Dogwood* Red 

      

Fabaceae Pea Family   

Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud Golden yellow 

Gleditsia triacanthos Honeylocust Pale yellow 

Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust (False Acacia) Yellow 

      

Fagaceae Beech Family   

Castanea dentata American Chestnut Drab yellow 

Fagus grandifolia American Beech Golden yellow 

Quercus alba Eastern White Oak Red/purple 
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Scientific Name Common Name Autumn Colour 

   

Quercus coccinea* Scarlet Oak* Red 

Quercus rubra* Northern Red Oak* Red 

      

Juglandaceae Walnut Family   

Carya alba Mockernut Hickory Yellow to orange-brown 

Carya cordiformis Bitternut Hickory Yellow to orange-brown 

Carya ovata* Shagbark Hickory* Yellow to orange-brown 

Juglans cinerea Butternut   

Juglans nigra Black Walnut   

      

Malvaceae Mallow Family   

Tilia americana American Basswood Pale yellow 

      

Oleaceae Olive Family   

Fraxinus americana White Ash   

Fraxinus nigra Black Ash   

      

Platanaceae Sycamore Family   

Platanus occidentalis American Sycamore Yellow to orange-brown 

      

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Amelanchier canadensis Eastern Serviceberry   

Amelanchier laevis Smooth Serviceberry Yellow, red to purple 

Amelanchier sanguinea Red-twigged Serviceberry   

Craetegus crus-galli Cockspur Hawthorn   

Craetegus flabellata Fanleaf Hawthorn   

Craetegus mollis Downy Hawthorn   

Craetegus punctata Dotted Hawthorn   

Prunus nigra Canada Plum Purple 

Prunus pensylvanica Pin Cherry Golden yellow to red 

Prunus serotina  Black Cherry Orange to red 

Prunus virginiana Chokeberry   

Sorbus americana American Mountain-ash Yellow to orange-red 

      

Salicaceae Willow Family   

Populus alba White Poplar Yellow 

Populus balsamifera Balsam Poplar Yellow 

Populus tremuloides* Quaking Aspen* Brilliant gold 

Salix nigra Black Willow Pale yellow 

      

Sapindaceae Maple Family   

Acer pensylvanicum Striped Maple Yellow 

Acer rubrum* Red Maple* Yellow red to purple 

Acer saccharinum Silver Maple Pale yellow 

Acer saccharum* Sugar Maple* Yellow to red 

      

Ulmaceae Elm Family   

Ulmus americana American Elm Yellow-brown 
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Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      September / October 

  Common Name Scientific Name 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

1 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor       1                   

2 Canada Goose Branta canadensis   12 20 30 5 6 2     12 40     

3 Wood Duck Aix sponsa             4 12 30         

4 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos       4 10   4     6     

5 American Black Duck Anas rubripes         5    1   6       

6 Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris             10 7   30       

7 Common Eider Somateria mollissima     25 100 50                

8 White-winged Scoter Melannita deglandi         8                 

9 Surf Scoter Melannita perspicillata       40                   

10 Black Scoter Melannita americana   20 5       1             

11 Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus                   1       

12 Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis                   2       

13 Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo         8           5     

14 Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus               1           

15 Common Loon Gavia immer     6 5 4 3 5 2           

16 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata       1 1                 

17 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps                   1       

18 Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus       1                   

19 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegna       2 1                 

20 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus   2                       

21 Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis                          

22 Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus   20                       

23 Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea   30                       

24 Northern Gannet Morus bassanus                         

25 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritis        1             

26 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias             1       1     

27 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura     1 4 4 10       2 4 4   

28 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipter striatus     2         2           

29 Cooper's Hawk Accipter cooperii                       1   

30 Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus hudsonius     1       1             

31 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis                   1   1   
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      September / October 

  Common Name Scientific Name 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

32 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus     1 5 4   6     1 1     

33 Merlin Falco columbarius     1                     

34 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus     1                     

35 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus         3                 

36 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca         3                 

37 Laughing Gull Larus atricilla         40 2               

38 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis       3 3 2               

39 American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus         1             

40 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus                        

41 Black Guillemot Cepphus gryllle     7 6   6               

42 Rock/Feral Dove Columbo livia                       

43 Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura                        

44 Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon         2   2   1   1     

45 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius     2 1 1                 

46 Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens       1                   

47 Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus       1           1 1 2   

48 Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus       2             1     

49 Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe     1 1                   

50 Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus         1                 

51 Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius       2 2                 

52 Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata                 

53 Grey Jay Perisoreus canadensis             2             

54 American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos                 

55 Common Raven Corvus corax   1 2 2 2                 

56 Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapilla            12           

57 Brown Creeper Certhia americana     3                     

58 Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor                       6   

59 White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis       2   H         2     

60 Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis                 2         

61 Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa      1   H   H          

62 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula                     

63 Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus                 3         
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64 American Robin Turdus migratorius             20   30         

65 Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis       1                   

66 Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum                 6         

67 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris                     

68 Northern Parula Parula americana                          

69 Chestnut-sided Warbler Dendroica pensylvanica                           

70 Cape May Warbler Dendroica tigrina           2               

71 Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia                           

72 Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata                    

73 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas                     1     

74 Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina                       8   

75 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sanwichensis               1           

76 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia           6 1             

77 White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis               6           

78 Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis       2                   

79 Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater     1                     

80 House Sparrow Passer domesticus   1 3                     

81 American Goldfinch Carduelis tristis       6   10   12        

82 House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus       3                   

Mammals 

Smoky Shrew, Sorex fumeus American Water Shrew, Sorex palustris Eastern Chipmunk, Tamias striatus 

Eastern Gray Squirrel, Sciurus carolinensis American Red Squirrel, Tamiasciurus hudsonicus Harbour (Common) Seal, Phoca vitulina 

White-tailed Deer, Odocoileus virginianus Humpback Whale, Megaptera novaeangliae Minke Whale, Balaenoptera acutorostrata 

Fin Whale, Balaenoptera physalus Harbour Porpoise, Phocoena phocoena  

Other Taxa 

Eastern/Red Spotted Newt, Notophthalmus viridescens Pickerel Frog, Rana palustris Common Garter Snake, Thamnophis sirtalis 

Smooth Green Snake, Opheodrys vernalis Autumn Meadowhawk, Sympetrum vicinum Painted Lady, Vanessa Cardui 

Clouded Sulphur, Colias philodice Monarch, Danaus plexippus Bronze Copper, Lycaena hyllus 

Carolina Locust, Dissosteira carolina   

 


