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Tour participants: Philip & Sharon Thompson (leaders) with 10 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 27th September 

With an early morning flight from Heathrow combined with the time difference, the group arrived into Boston 

mid morning of the same date. After the usual rather protracted formalities of picking up our hire vehicles, we 

were then soon (despite some heavy traffic) checking into our overnight hotel allowing some time to rest up 

before meeting for a briefing of the trip ahead and then on to dinner at a local restaurant. In the course of this 

first day, little of note was seen other than American Herring Gulls and familiar non-native European Starlings 

and House Sparrows. 

Day 2 Saturday 28th September 

We awoke to a glorious day of sunshine and rather unexpected 27˚C in anticipation of our morning whale-

watching cruise. A further unexpected bonus was a group of Northern Mockingbirds and White-throated 

Sparrows in the bushes outside the hotel windows as we ate breakfast. 

 

We took a pleasant walk from the hotel around the waterfront to the Aquarium wharf where we were to board 

our boat during which a Common Grackle was seen attempting to eat a rather oversized acorn followed by a 

couple of Ring-billed Gulls among the abundant American Herring Gulls at the jetty. Once at sea we enjoyed the 

early views of the harbourside and tall Boston skyline. Further out, a couple of flocks of Common Eider, 

Double-crested Cormorants and a few Northern Gannets were noted. It was not until we had been sailing for an 

hour before we reached the area of Stellwagen Bank where whales had most recently been sighted. With the boat 

slowing down, it was not long before our first Humpback Whale was spotted. With this individual diving, the 

boat took a course to hopefully match the whale when it resurfaced. This was a reasonably accurate manoeuvre 

with a further sighting of this individual that we were able to approach closely. This proved to be the course of 

action during our morning with a number of other individuals sighted and approached giving us some stunning 

views alongside our boat. We were also fortunate in encountering a large pod of Atlantic White-sided Dolphins 

that swam alongside and beneath the boat for 15 minutes or so, followed by a couple of fleeting glimpses of a 

few Minke Whales. 

 

All too soon, time dictated our return to Boston. 

 

Back on dry land, our next course of action was a speedy return to the hotel to checkout and set off on our 

transfer north to New Harbour. To save time, a light lunch eaten in the vehicle as we travelled with a short break 

at a service area for coffee. A notable sighting on the journey was a Woodchuck that appeared at the edge of the 

busy Interstate motorway before scuttling back, having thought twice about attempting to cross! A happy 

decision, as previous trips have only seen dead roadkill victims. 

 

We arrived at our timber-built converted farmhouse B&B with a little light to spare for our check-in before a 

delicious seafood meal in the local restaurant on the harbourside. 
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Day 3 Sunday 29th September 

We were up bright and early to make our appointed ferry crossing to Monhegan Island lying ten miles offshore. 

We enjoyed pleasant conditions during the crossing with a few seabirds seen, plus a couple of Harbour 

Porpoises. 

 

As we approached the jetty on the island, we picked out a couple of Bald Eagles surveying the area from a small 

rocky islet among many gulls and cormorants. We then spent the day in gentle walking exploring a variety of 

paths and locations on the lookout for migrant birds feeding and resting on the island. We began by walking 

down to the Ice Pond in the northeast. There were surprisingly few small passerines to be found but overhead 

we saw a range of different raptors comprising pretty much the whole list of possible species for the time of year 

and locality. Notable were a number of dashing Merlins that put in several appearances. Retracing our route we 

returned to the central marshy reed bed alongside the main village. A stop here overlooking some smallholdings 

we turned up three out-of-range vagrant Blue Grosbeaks. The only downside being they were all in non-breeding 

plumage of russet and not the stunning blue of a breeding adult. As we continued our walk, it became clear that 

it was not just birds that were passing through on migration; they were joined by numerous dragonflies and 

Monarch butterflies. As we approached the village shop to place our lunch orders, we encountered another pair 

of notable migrants. A duo of Eastern Kingbirds were using the telephone wires to hawk for insects providing 

some excellent viewing.  

 

With our lunches collected we walked on to the southern end of the island to a Lobster Cove. Here we rested on 

the rocks to eat while being entertained by the many dragonflies, butterflies and birds that passed. Notable 

sightings included Black Saddlebags (dragonfly), Morning Cloak (known as Camberwell Beauty in Europe), and 

American Kestrel. Just offshore a couple of Black Guillemots swam with a Grey Seal and Common Eiders.  

 

We returned to the centre of the island to continue scanning for birds resulting in an interesting list with a 

number of highlights contrasting rather markedly with previous visits. Back at the jetty we had time for a coffee 

before the ferry arrived to take us back to New Harbour and a spell of relaxation in the remains of the day 

before another walk down to the fish restaurant for dinner where a few of the group were able to sample the 

fresh lobster landed there!  

Day 4 Monday 30th September 

Our day began with a pre-breakfast walk from the B&B to the Rachel Carsen Salt Pond Preserve. Our visit was 

perfectly (fluke!) timed to arrive at the pond at low tide to show this famous large circular rock pool exposed, 

reflecting the rising sun over the bay offshore. There were several small birds flitting through the screening 

vegetation comprising House Finches, Yellow-rumped Warblers, Song Sparrows and a couple of sun-bathing 

Grey Catbirds. Numerous Chipmunks were scuttling among the leaf litter collecting acorns providing the group 

with some amusing entertainment. 

 

After breakfast we loaded up and headed to the southern end of the Pemaquid Peninsular to visit the historic 

lighthouse and surrounding shoreline and grounds. A nice bonus was a Black-and-white Warbler feeding in it’s 

characteristic Treecreeper-like manner on a tall pine. From here, we then commenced our transfer north towards 

Bar Harbour. Our route kept close to the coast, passing several of the deep fingers of land before we stopped at 
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Fort Point State Park for lunch. Our stay here was pleasant and productive in fine sunny weather. The views 

across the bay were stunning and held a small number of handsome Surf Scoters and Red-necked Grebes. The 

forested edges produced an excellent mixed flock of passage warblers that kept the group occupied as the 

various birds were in constant motion among the high canopy. Among this flock the highlights were Red-eyed 

Vireo, Black-throated Green, Blackburnian and Nashville Warblers, Ruby-crowned Kinglet and Brown Creeper. 

 

We continued onward, passing some wonderful scenery, before our eventual arrival in Bar Harbour. Having 

checked into our attractive historic B&B and enjoyed some homemade cakes and tea, we had time for a final 

excursion of the day with a visit to a nearby Beaver pond. It was not long after our arrival that we spotted our 

first Beaver feeding unconcernedly among the lily pads and aquatic vegetation. We were able to watch up to 

three individuals feasting on lily leaves for quite some time during which we were fortunate in spotting two Rusty 

Blackbirds on the waters edge. The light was beginning to draw in as we headed back to town to freshen up 

before dinner in one of the many local restaurants. 

Day 5 Tuesday 1st October 

Today was spent exploring various aspects of Acadia National Park as we drove a circular route with a variety of 

walks as we went. Our first stop was the park Visitor Centre where we picked up our permits before heading out 

on the Park Loop Road.  

 

Our first stop, ahead of the crowds, was at the Sieur de Monts Spring Park and the Botanical Gardens of Acadia. 

Unfortunately the weather was rather gloomy with intermittent light rain that rather took the edge of our 

enjoyment, as well as keeping bird activity rather quiet. We made the best of it however and undertook the 

pleasant Jessop Boardwalk trail to enjoy the marshy forest and grassland beyond. As is typical, after a lengthy 

birdless period, we suddenly heard a variety of sharp contact calls followed by the passing of a mixed flock of 

small birds. Once again, patience and perseverance was required to identify the darting individuals concerned, 

but this group did include both Tennessee and Magnolia Warblers to add to the trip tally of American Wood 

Warblers. The surrounding hills and marshland were showing the beginnings of the rich autumn colours we were 

here to see, with a number of nearby Sugar Maples, Acer saccharum, being particularly vivid red and orange. Our 

walk looped back through a forest of huge Eastern Hemlocks, Tsuga canadensis, to admire before returning to 

grassy meadow near the car park where the Sieur de Mont spring bubbles up. We had time to admire a replica 

traditional birch-bark wigwam constructed here. 

 

Moving on we headed to the quieter, visitor-wise, western half of the park. We opted to stop at a small diner for 

a light lunch (rather than our usual picnic), as the weather was still rather miserable. Our next stop was the area 

called Seawall, where we checked out the roosting and bathing gulls on the freshwater lake behind the shingle 

and rocks protecting it from the ocean. Here we were able to compare the various sizes and plumages of a mix 

of American Herring, Greater Black-backed, Ring-billed and Laughing Gulls.  

 

The rain had now abated allowing us to next enjoy the varied walk along the Ship Harbour Trail that led though 

an attractive mix of forest trees and ericaceous shrubs leading down to the ocean with some impressive waves 

breaking on the rocky shoreline. The rather wild weather added to the spectacle. 
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Our driven circuit continued around the island with a final late afternoon stop at the Beaver lodge on Duck 

Brook Road where despite the many obvious signs of Beaver activity and occupation, they failed to show. 

Day 6 Wednesday 2nd October 

Today we packed up to leave the coast and head inland. As we headed north from Bar Harbour we made a stop 

at Hadley Point to scan the shoreline and the broad waters of Jordan River between the Mount Desert Island 

and the mainland. Concealed among the sand, rocks and seaweed were a couple of Semi-palmated Sandpipers at 

the waters edge joined by a Greater Yellowlegs among a roosting flock of Common Eider. Overhead a pair of 

Bald Eagles cruised close by being harassed by American Crows. Scanning the open water produced numerous 

Red-necked and Horned Grebes and both Surf and White-winged Scoters. 

 

Moving on, we stopped at a couple of tidal creeks before leaving the island finding a Great Egret, Belted 

Kingfisher and several more Greater Yellowlegs. Our journey now led upcountry passing through a few small 

towns along the way with the autumn colours slowly beginning to show at their best. As we drove, we spotted 

several small flocks of Wild Turkeys feeding on the roadside verges. At one point, a small flock of Sandhill 

Cranes were spotted flying alongside the road by the lead vehicle. Luckily a little further on another pair were 

spotted in a roadside field with a convenient pull-off to admire these out-of-range passage birds. With our 

transfer half completed, we stopped at our usual diner for lunch, only to discover that it had closed down! A 

short drive to the next small community provided a suitable alternative where we all enjoyed a large and very 

reasonably priced lunch.  

 

Not far from our next overnight destination of Bethel, we took a short detour to visit the much photographed 

Sunday River covered bridge in it’s attractive setting surrounded by colourful foliaged trees. From here it was a 

short final leg to Bethel to check in and then to head out to dinner in the local pub. 

Day 7 Thursday 3rd October 

An early start was needed today in order to finish or tasty home-baked breakfast and then head out for our 

appointed rendezvous at the boat launch on Lake Umbagog. Here we met by our local guide/boat pilot to take 

us on a full mornings excursion around the lake and into the Swift River feeding into the lake. Once out on the 

water it was possible to take in the splendour of the multi-coloured forests on the shoreline and clothing the 

surrounding mountain ranges. We had been very fortunate in some wonderful calm conditions making not only 

for a more comfortable/warmer trip, but also some wonderful reflections. If this wasn’t enough we enjoyed 

some first rate birding as well, starting with a stop alongside one of the nesting trees of the local Bald Eagles. 

Here we were delighted to see both one of the parents and a very close approach to one of this years fledged 

juveniles. Sharp eyesight of one of the group next picked out a displaying Ruffed Grouse with a female within 

the forest, close to the shore. As we made our peaceful exploration of the lakes sheltered bays and stretch of 

river, our tally of different wildfowl slowly grew, reaching a respectable ten species. An excellent sighting was a 

juvenile Northern Harrier perched on a post that seemed content to rest up undisturbed by our passage. Despite 

having already seen some on the coast mention must be made of the several excellent sightings of the Common 

Loons still on the lake.  
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Having returned to shore, we then drove on into the small community of Errol, where we stopped in the general 

store and ordered some very generous lunch rolls and other refreshments. We then drove on north up Route 16 

to stop at the Visitor Centre where we relaxed at the waters edge to eat. Once refreshed we drove on slowly 

enjoying the ever-changing spectacle of colour all around and keeping a sharp eye out for wildlife. An area of 

open grassy meadows held a large flock of Wild Turkey grazing with a mixed flock of Chipping Sparrows and 

Yellow-rumped Warblers and also containing at least three stunning Eastern Bluebirds. A further stop at a large 

open meadow had some truly beautiful surrounding mountainsides, perfectly demonstrating what New England 

in autumn is renowned for! Whilst soaking it in, we also enjoyed some great views of a Northern Flicker sharing 

a nearby spruce tree with an American Kestrel. A final exploration of one of the dirt logging roads led to Bear 

Brook Pond that held a solitary Hooded Merganser. We enjoyed this peaceful solitude for some time before 

moving on and making our return to Bethel. We returned to the local pub for dinner on ‘open mic night’ where 

we could enjoy some typical American bar music of bluesy rock and rockabilly style music provided by the house 

band. Things then got interesting when one of the locals got up to join the band and proceed to belt out a few 

country/rock standards in a ‘club style’ (fans of Reeves & Mortimer will know what I mean!!). We opted to 

retreat back to the B&B before the rather raucous group of women on the next table decided it was their turn! 

Day 8 Friday 4th October 

We continued to explore the scenery, back roads and trails of the Umbagog region beginning with a stop at the 

Screw Augur Falls. Here, over millennia, the water of the Bear River had sculpted many hollows among the 

rocky outcrops resulting in a very attractive area. The lower rate of flow at this time of year allowed us to walk 

over much of the smoothed rocks and to admire the tumbling waterfalls. 

 

Our next stop was to walk the short pleasant trail at Moose Cave. This led through some attractive mixed forest 

reaching the river and a huge broken slab of rock that forms the cave. Moving rapidly and secretively through 

the forest was a flock of White-throated Sparrows that proved difficult to glimpse. Within the woodland, a glade 

on a rocky protrusion was covered in the attractive grey Reindeer Moss, a relic from the last ice-age, the grazing 

caribou of those times now having moved much further the north. 

 

We took another logging road where we had a short walk that proved rather bird less but did allow the discovery 

of numerous spikes of Nodding Ladies’ Tresses, Spiranthes cernua, among a number of other botanical finds. We 

continued on to Errol to repeat our lunch arrangements of yesterday. After having spent a little time within the 

Visitor Centre speaking with the rangers and trying to work out the ID of species of Darner dragonflies being 

seen in the area, we headed on for a walk around the Magalloway Trail. Birds again proved a little elusive as we 

peered at the tiny forms of both Ruby-crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets, Black-capped Chickadees and 

Yellow-rumped Warblers. The mixed Spruce forest we walked through was very atmospheric as we trod upon 

the soft mossy and needle strewn forest floor that had several interesting fungi and the saprophytic Indian Pipe, 

Monotropa uniflora. 

 

Our weather was a not too great now, so we slowly made our way back to Errol where we paid a call in the large 

outdoor equipment and clothing store of LL Cote. The large store contained a diverse range of stuffed mammals 

and birds as well as a rather frightening range of hunting weapons! A few of the group were able to buy some 

souvenirs and warm hats and gloves for the trip ahead.  
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Our plan was to have an early dinner while still out and about, allowing us then to travel back to Bethel at dusk 

through Thirteen Mile Woods on the lookout for Moose. We were very successful in the former, finding a 

welcoming rustic log-built diner where we had a hearty meal. Our explorations after dinner were less successful, 

drawing a blank, with only an evening brandy or glass of port before bed back at the B&B as recompense. 

Day 9 Saturday 5th October 

For our final transfer, we drove a short distance south to enter the beginnings of the White Mountains National 

Forest. Our first stop was deep within the forest having driven along a quiet tarmac road that soon turned to 

gravel leading to the small car park alongside Crocker Pond. We then took a walk along the trail leading towards 

Round Pond. During the walk, we encountered a couple of mixed flocks of birds, with the highlights being a 

Brown Creeper and a couple of Dark–eyed Juncos. On the forest floor the leaves of Rattlesnake Orchid, 

Goodyera pubescens, were seen. We had a further stop at another pond where several interesting species of 

dragonfly were active. A Garter Snake made a very brief appearance in the tangle of Cranberry, Vaccinium 

macrocarpon, at our feet. 

 

We next drove the very attractive scenic Route 113 heading south that led through a tunnel of colourful autumn 

trees until we reached the open look-out at Evans Notch where we sopped to admire the scenery and eat our 

lunch.  

 

Continuing our scenic route, we took a coffee break in Stow before travelling on for a further short walk through 

the forest alongside Upper Kimball Pond on the lookout for thrushes. As is the way, we failed on our main 

quarry but did find an obliging Yellow-bellied Sapsucker instead! From here we drove the steep and narrow road 

that leads over Hurricane Mountain to re-join the main road and then on to Jackson for our final 

accommodation of the trip.  

Day 10 Sunday 6th October 

We had been keeping an eye on the weather forecasts over the last few days, and today looked to be our best 

chance of driving up to the summit of Mount Washington. The day low down at the start of the road was clear 

and dry with sunny spells as we set off. As we made the slow ascent it was fascinating to watch the dramatic 

changes in vegetation and habitat with each section of the climb. We set out passing through golden yellow 

deciduous forest that slowly changed to soft wood conifers that then gradually became more and more stunted. 

The number of trees gradually thinned, grew smaller and more tortuous, before disappearing entirely. We then 

entered low-growing herbaceous plants that then, as we neared the summit almost entirely vanished leaving only 

frozen icy rocks with only the very toughest of plants clinging on in the crevices. The temperature dropped 

considerably, and the wind speed increased enormously. At the summit car park, we donned all our available 

clothes and battled the raging wind, setting off through the blanketing mist and clouds to explore the area. The 

hardy members of the group managed to stand on the summit, visit the original stone-built ‘hotel’ 

accommodation before retreating into the large restaurant and museum visitor facilities. The whole summit area 

is promoted as having ‘the worst weather in the world’ and it didn’t disappoint!! As is usual, we were shrouded in 

cloud and unable to obtain any views from the top. Only with our return did we drop beneath the cloud layer 

and see some stunning vistas of the richly coloured forests stretching as far as we could see. We took a couple of 
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stops on the way down to experience the tough arctic-alpine conditions and vegetation present. Back at the 

bottom it was hard to believe that such a contrast was possible over such a short distance. 

 

We paid a visit to the small motor museum housed in a stunning restored historic barn that held a collection of 

the range of vehicles used over the decades that the Mt Washington Auto Road has been running, entertained by 

the elderly custodians tales. We then had a light lunch in the visitor centre with a fine view from the large picture 

windows of the mountain beyond. 

 

We next had a transfer to Pondicherry Wildfowl Preserve. The trail followed an old railway line, so was flat and 

even, before reaching the large pond. We appeared to be still early in the season for much in the way of migrant 

wildfowl, with only an odd Wood Duck and small flock of Ring-necked Ducks present on the open water. 

Walking further we took the trail towards Little Cherry Pond, with lack of time preventing us from reaching the 

pond itself. Within the wet marshy forest we found the leaves of both Pink Lady’s Slipper Orchid, Cypripedium 

acaule, and Northern Pitcher Plant, Sarracenia purpurea. The ever-elusive Black-backed Woodpecker, known to 

occur here, continued to evade us!! 

 

Once back at the vehicles we continued on a scenic circuit, taking us through the stunning Crawford Notch, 

before finally arriving back in Jackson at the end of a long day. 

Day 11 Monday 7th October 

Despite the light rain, we took a pre-breakfast walk in the local area near the hotel resulting in spotting a number 

of common woodland species, getting rather damp and building up an appetite for breakfast! 

 

The forecast of persistent rain proved accurate resulting in a rather curtailed amount of walking and exploration 

on foot. We set out to drive the Kancamagus Highway, firstly taking the quieter Bear Notch Road that provides 

some wonderful visas at regular intervals. We were lucky in our first stop just coinciding with a pause in the rain 

and the low mist lifting enough to enjoy the view. On joining the Kancagamus Highway, we soon pulled over to 

walk the Oliverian Trail after having donned our waterproofs! By a stroke of bad luck our peaceful wander along 

this forest trail was rather spoilt by a forestry work gang clearing the path edges. It at least allowed us the chance 

of a chat with the young crew members. Ironically most of the birds seen during the walk were close to the 

chainsaws and disturbance created by the ongoing work. The highlight was a Palm Warbler very close to in the 

thick young sapling growth by the path. Having moved on to quieter areas and beginning to feel a little damp we 

soon opted to return to the dry of the vehicles. 

 

A couple of further stops were taken at popular viewing points along the highway alongside the Swift River with 

tumbling rapids and colourful foliage. We fortunately found a covered seating area by the river where we ate our 

lunch and admired our surroundings as the rain eased a little. 

 

Our next stop was a little further on where we visited the famous Albany covered bridge in its beautiful setting. 

The rain failing to dampen our spirits too much, and with the added advantage of utilising the shelter provided 

by the bridge! Alongside the river there were a couple of dramatic Sugar Maples showing a whole range of 

colours from greens through orange and on to red, all on the same tree.  
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Having made the best of a very damp day and enjoyed the misty conditions swathing the roadside foliage we 

headed back to Jackson where we paid a call to the rather touristy General Store alongside the covered bridge. It 

was then a short drive to the hotel. 

Day 12 Tuesday 8th October 

For our final full day we firstly took the lengthy transfer back towards Boston, taking a ring road motorway 

before exiting and visiting Walden Pond State Reservation. Here the group split up to spend their time as they 

wished, with most visiting the reconstruction of the simple cabin used by Henry David Thoreau to write his 

famous book ‘Walden; or, Life in the Woods’. Most ate their lunch by the lakeshore during which an obliging 

Red-tailed Hawk flew in and perched above us in the canopy. For those that continued to walk and explore the 

woodland, a fine mix of bird species was present with woodpeckers being particularly prominent. Highlights 

comprised up to three Pileated Woodpeckers, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Tufted Titmouse and Scarlet Tanager.  

 

All too soon our thoughts turned to making the final part of our journey to the airport. We regrouped and set 

out, navigating the heavy commuter traffic before taking the Massachusetts Turnpike heading directly to the 

airport. We arrived in good time and finally catching our homeward flight. 

Day 13 Wednesday 9th October 

Arrived back in the UK after an overnight flight home 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 
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Species Lists 

Trees (Bold species = significant colour) 

Scientific Name Common Name Autumn Colour 

   

Class Gymnosperms     

Cupressaceae Cypress Family   

Chamaecyparis thyoides Atlantic White-cedar   

Juniperus virginiana Eastern Redcedar   

Thuja occidentalis Northern White-cedar   

      

Pinaceae Pine Family   

Abies balsamea Balsam Fir   

Larix laricina American Larch   

Picea glauca White Spruce   

Picea mariana Black Spruce   

Picea rubens Red Spruce   

Pinus rigida Pitch Pine   

Pinus strobus Eastern White Pine   

Tsuga canadensis Eastern Hemlock   

      

Class Angiosperms     

Anacardiaceae Pistacio Family   

Rhus glabra*  Smooth Sumac* Brilliant orange to red 

Rhus typhina Staghorn Sumac Brilliant orange to red 

      

Betulaceae Birch Family   

Alnus alnobetula Green Alder   

Alnus incana Speckled Alder   

Alnus serrulata Smooth Alder   

Betula alleghaniensis Yellow Birch Yellow 

Betula lenta* Sweet Birch* Yellow 

Betula papyrifera* Paper Birch* Yellow 

Betula populifolia Gray Birch Yellow 

Carpinus caroliniana American Hornbeam Red 

Corylus cornuta Beaked Hazel Dark red 

Ostrya virginiana Eastern Hophornbeam Yellow 

      

Cannabaceae Hemp family   

Celtis occidentalis Northern Hackberry Pale yellow 

      

Cornaceae Dogwood Family   

Cornus alternifolia Alternate-leaf Dogwood   

Cornus florida* Flowering Dogwood* Red 

      

Fabaceae Pea Family   

Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud Golden yellow 

Robinia hispida Bristly Locust   

Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust (False Acacia) Yellow 

      

Fagaceae Beech Family   

Castanea dentata American Chestnut Drab yellow 
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Scientific Name Common Name Autumn Colour 

   

Fagus grandifolia American Beech Golden yellow 

Quercus alba Eastern White Oak Red/purple 

Quercus coccinea* Scarlet Oak* Red 

Quercus rubra* Northern Red Oak* Red 

Quercus velutina Eastern Black Oak Yellow to red 

      

Hamamelidaceae Witch-hazel Family   

Hamamelis virginiana American Witch-hazel Yellow 

      

Juglandaceae Walnut Family   

Carya alba Mockernut Hickory Yellow to orange-brown 

Carya cordiformis Bitternut Hickory Yellow to orange-brown 

Carya ovata* Shagbark Hickory* Yellow to orange-brown 

Juglans cinerea Butternut   

Juglans nigra Black Walnut   

      

Lauraceae Laurel Family   

Sassafras albidum* Sassafras* Bright yellow to red 

      

Malvaceae Mallow Family   

Tilia americana American Basswood Pale yellow 

      

Oleaceae Olive Family   

Fraxinus americana White Ash   

Fraxinus nigra Black Ash   

      

Platanaceae Sycamore Family   

Platanus occidentalis American Sycamore Yellow to orange-brown 

      

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Amelanchier arborea Downy Serviceberry   

Amelanchier canadensis Eastern Serviceberry   

Amelanchier laevis Smooth Serviceberry Yellow, red to purple 

Amelanchier sanguinea Red-twigged Serviceberry   

Craetegus crus-galli Cockspur Hawthorn   

Prunus nigra Canada Plum Purple 

Prunus pensylvanica Pin Cherry Golden yellow to red 

Prunus serotina  Black Cherry Orange to red 

Prunus virginiana Chokeberry   

Sorbus americana American Mountain-ash Yellow to orange-red 

      

Salicaceae Willow Family   

Populus alba White Poplar Yellow 

Populus balsamifera Balsam Poplar Yellow 

Populus grandidentata Bigtooth Aspen Yellow 

Populus tremuloides* Quaking Aspen* Brilliant gold 

Salix nigra Black Willow Pale yellow 

      

Sapindaceae Maple Family   

Acer pensylvanicum Striped Maple Yellow 
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Scientific Name Common Name Autumn Colour 

   

Acer rubrum* Red Maple* Yellow red to purple 

Acer saccharinum Silver Maple Pale yellow 

Acer saccharum* Sugar Maple* Yellow to red 

Acer spicatum* Mountain Maple* Orange-red 

      

Ulmaceae Elm Family   

Ulmus americana American Elm Yellow-brown 

Ulmus rubra Slippery Elm Yellow 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      September/October 

  Common Name Scientific Name 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor            
✓  

2 Canada Goose Branta canadensis   
✓ ✓  

✓ ✓  
✓ ✓  

✓  

3 Wood Duck Aix sponsa    
✓   

✓   
✓    

4 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos   
✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓  H  
✓  

5 American Black Duck Anas rubripes   
✓ ✓   

✓ ✓ ✓     

6 Green-winged Teal Anas crecca       
✓       

7 Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis       
✓       

8 Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris       
✓   

✓    

9 Common Eider Somateria mollissima  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓        

10 White-winged Scoter Melanitta deglandi      3        

11 Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata   1 6 6 4 1       

12 Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus       3       

13 Common Merganser Mergus merganser       3       

14 Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo    
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓      

15 Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus       2       

16 Common Loon Gavia immer   3 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

17 Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus      1        

18 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegna    1 4 ✓        

19 Northern Gannet Morus bassanus  
✓ ✓ ✓          

20 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 1     

✓  

21 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias  
✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
✓  

22 Great Egret Ardea alba      1        

23 Snowy Egret Egretta thula  1            

24 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓   

✓  

25 Osprey Pandion haliaetus   1           

26 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus   
✓     

✓      

27 Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii   1           

28 Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus hudsonius   1    1 1      

29 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis      1      1  

30 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus   2   4 4       

31 American Kestrel Falco sparverius   2    1 1      

32 Merlin Falco columbarius   
✓    1     1  

33 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus   
✓           

34 Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis      5        

35 Semi-palmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus      2        

36 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca      7        

37 Laughing Gull Larus atricilla    
✓ ✓         

38 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis  
✓ ✓  

✓ 1        
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      September/October 

  Common Name Scientific Name 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

39 American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
✓  

40 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus  
✓ ✓  

✓         

41 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus   
✓           

42 Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle   
✓ ✓ ✓         

43 Rock/Feral Dove Columbo livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    
✓  

✓  

44 Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura   
✓ ✓        

✓  

45 Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcyon   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

✓   
✓  

46 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius    
✓     

✓     

47 Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus            4  

48 Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens    1        3  

49 Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus        1  1 2   

50 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus   
✓ ✓ ✓  1  2     

51 Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus         H   2  

52 Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe   
✓ ✓   1       

53 Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus   2           

54 Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus    
✓        

✓  

55 Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

56 American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

57 Common Raven Corvus corax    
✓  2 1 ✓ ✓ 2 2 1  

58 Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapilla    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

59 Brown Creeper Certhia americana    1     1     

60 Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor            
✓  

61 White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis    1 1    1   
✓  

62 Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis     1    2  H   

63 Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa        
✓ ✓     

64 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula    
✓ ✓   

✓   
✓ ✓  

65 Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis       3  
✓     

66 Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus         1     

67 American Robin Turdus migratorius     
✓ ✓ 1   

✓  
✓  

68 Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis   H ✓ ✓         

69 Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos  
✓     2       

70 Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum   
✓           

71 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓  

✓ ✓   
✓  

72 Tennessee Warbler Vermivora peregrina     
✓         

73 Nashville Warbler Vermivora ruficapilla    
✓          

74 Magnolia Warbler Setophaga magnolia     
✓         

75 Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca    
✓          

76 Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens    1          

77 Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata   
✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

78 Palm Warbler Setophaga palmarum           1   

79 Black-and-White Warbler Mniotilta varia    1          

80 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas    
✓ ✓         

81 Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea            1  

82 Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea   3           

83 Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis   
✓ ✓          

84 Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina    
✓   

✓   
✓ ✓ ✓  

85 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis          
✓ ✓   

86 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia   
✓ ✓          

87 Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii       
✓       

88 Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana        
✓      

89 White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis  
✓      

✓ ✓     
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      September/October 

  Common Name Scientific Name 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

90 Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis     1    
✓     

91 Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus    2          

92 Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula  1 ✓           

93 House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
✓       

94 American Goldfinch Carduelis tristis   
✓ ✓          

95 House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus    
✓          

96 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra     
✓         

Mammals (R = roadkill) 

Eastern Chipmunk, Tamias striatus Woodchuck, Marmota monax 

Eastern Gray Squirrel, Sciurus carolinensis American Red Squirrel, Tamiasciurus hudsonicus 

American Beaver, Castor canadensis North American Porcupine, Erithizon dorsatum, R 

Grey Seal, Halichoerus gryphus Common Raccoon, Procyon lotor, R 

Striped Skunk, Mephitis mephitis, R White-tailed Deer, Odocoileus virginianus 

Humpback Whale, Megaptera novaeangliae Minke Whale, Balaenoptera acutorostrata 

Harbour Porpoise, Phocoena phocoena Atlantic White-sided Dolphin, Lagenorhynchos albirostris 

Butterflies & Moths 

Cabbage White, Pieris rapae Clouded Sulphur, Colias philodice 

Little Yellow, Eurema lisa American Copper, Lycaena phlaeas 

Question Mark, Polygonia interrogationis Milbert's Tortoiseshell, Nymphalis milberti 

Mourning Cloak, Nymphalis antiopa American Lady, Vanessa virginiensis 

Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta 

Monarch, Danaus plexippus New England Buck Moth, Hemileuca maia 

Dragonflies 

Spotted Spreadwing, Lestes congener Familiar Bluet, Enallagma civile  

Darner sp.? Aeshna sp. ? Common Green Darner, Anax junius 

Cherry-faced Meadowhawk, Sympetrum internum White-faced Meadowhawk, Sympetrum obtrusum 

Autumn Meadowhawk, Sympetrum vicinum Black Saddlebags, Tramea lacerata 

 

 


