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Tour participants: Jane Dixon and Adam Dudley (Leaders) with six Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Saturday 3rd August 

In flight and local Hotel in Phoenix 

Five guests arrived at Phoenix International Airport after long, but uneventful flights, and we had a short journey 

to our hotel for the evening. One guest joined us at the hotel. We convened in the lobby as a group for 

introductions and a briefing of the upcoming trip. This was followed by dinner, after which we all retired for the 

night, excited for the following day. 

Day 2 Sunday 4th August 

Phoenix area and Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum, Tucson 

We had an early breakfast and set off to Gilbert Water Ranch to familiarize ourselves with the local birds and 

mammals. We were introduced to Curve-billed Thrasher, Great-tailed Grackle, Gila Woodpecker, and our first 

American shorebirds including flocks of American Avocet and Black-necked Stilt flying overhead, Long-billed 

Dowitcher, Killdeer and both Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs. Other highlights included Inca Dove, coveys of 

Gambel’s Quail and Desert Cottontail cavorting along the trails and in the brush. Following a 1-mile walk 

around the wetlands, we boarded the vehicles for a two hour drive south to Tucson and the Arizona-Sonoran 

Desert Museum. On the way, we stopped off at a site for Burrowing Owl and were amazed to find a family of 6 

Burrowing Owls curiously observing us from their burrow, right next to the road! 

 

The mission of the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum is to inspire people to live in harmony with the natural 

world by fostering love, appreciation, and understanding of the Sonoran Desert. The 98-acre Desert Museum is a 

fusion experience: zoo, botanical garden, art gallery, natural history museum, and aquarium. Beyond merely an 

attraction, the Museum's conservation and research programs are providing important information to help 

conserve the Sonoran Desert region. Before exploring the museum, we had lunch in the on-site café. Spending 

1½ hours at the museum, we acquainted ourselves with the local flora and fauna, including our first Cactus 

Wrens, Costa’s, Anna’s and Black-chinned hummingbirds, and learnt about the local geology and life zones of 

the Sky Islands. By mid-afternoon, the temperatures were rising, making some in the party uncomfortable, so we 

left for our accommodation of the next two nights, Tanque Verde Ranch. Along the back roads on the way to 

the ranch we had telescope views of Harris’s Hawk, and the first glimpse of Greater Roadrunner, which would 

become a firm favorite on the tour. Other highlights included the desert subspecies of Purple Martin, Round-

tailed Ground Squirrel, and Yellow Warbler as we entered the ranch. 

 

Tanque Verde Ranch is a guest ranch in north-east Tucson nestled in the Sonoran Desert and surrounded by 

Saguaro Cactus. That evening before dinner, we had an introduction to the history of the ranch founded in 1868 

from the ranch associate. After a relaxing break from the heat of the day, we completed the checklist, had a 

lovely dinner, and retired for the evening in charming casitas overlooking the Sonoran Desert.  



The Wildlife of Arizona’s Sky Islands  Tour Report 

 

 

2  © Naturetrek     October 19 
 

 

Day 3 Monday 5th August 

Catalina Highway and Mount Lemmon 

Our first morning in south-east Arizona began with a pre-breakfast stroll around and to the Tanque Verde Wash. 

Highlights included a noisy family of Grey Hawks, the Arizona subspecies of Northern Cardinal, migrating Lark 

Sparrows, Cassin’s Kingbirds, and beautiful Vermillion Flycatchers. Mammals included Rock Squirrel and Desert 

Cottontail. A surprise find was a Black-necked Garter Snake semi-obscured under a log. It was convulsing and 

working hard to retrieve something from underneath the log. We hypothesized that it had caught prey. After 

watching it wriggle and squirm for some time and wondering what it had caught, the snake emerged with a Red-

spotted Toad in its dislocated jaws. We watched with fascination as it tried to ingest the large toad. We returned 

to the snake after a short while to find the snake had swallowed the toad whole and had a rather large midriff. 

We were a little late to breakfast because of this marvelous encounter! 

 

As we were leaving the ranch to head along Catalina Highway and up Mount Lemmon, we had lovely views of a 

Greater Roadrunner, Round-tailed Ground Squirrel, and Harris’ Antelope Squirrel as we drove out. Further up 

the road we saw our first White-tailed Deer of the tour. 

 

Ascending Mount Lemmon on the Catalina Highway is a fabulous way to see the life zones of the Sky Islands: 

starting at approximately 3,000 ft is the Sonoran Desert with the Saguaro Cactus dominating the slopes up to 

4,000 ft. The increasing elevations bring changes in habitat: grassland and chaparral, oaks and junipers, oak and 

pine, ponderosa pine and mixed conifer. We made regular stops in each of the life zones, including two vista 

points, picnic areas, and a dirt road. With each new habitat came new species. At lower elevations we saw our 

first Black-tailed Gnatcatchers, and Rock Wren. Higher up in the forests at Middle Bear and Incinerator Road we 

found our first Arizona specialties including the beautiful Red-faced, Hermit, Black-throated Gray and Olive 

Warblers, Arizona Woodpecker, Painted Redstart, Yellow-eyed Junco, and Spotted and Canyon Towhees. 

Mammals included Cliff Chipmunk, Abert’s Squirrel and Botta’s Pocket Gopher. We saw our first Arizona Sister 

fly by with a flash of orange. 

 

Lunch was at Sawmill Run Restaurant in Summerhaven at almost 8,000 ft, and at temperatures significantly 

cooler than in the valley below. After lunch, we sat for a while at the village feeders watching Anna’s, Rivoli’s, 

Black-chinned, Rufous and Broad-tailed Hummingbirds, House Finches and Lesser Goldfinches, and Black-

headed Grosbeaks at very close range. We also saw our first Steller’s Jay. We descended back down the mountain 

calling in at Rose Lake where we saw Hermit Thrush and hundreds of Violet-green Swallows. A stop at Gordon 

Hibayashi Campground gave us insight into some of the history of the area and the WWII internment camp 

once there, the internees having built the road we travelled on during their incarceration. A lucky few had 

exceptional views of the usually skulking Bell’s Vireo while Phainopeplas flew above us displaying. Heading back 

to the ranch, we enjoyed the views along the way and arrived to another lovely dinner and a well-earned rest. 

Day 4 Tuesday 6th August 

Santa Rita Mountains 

We started the day with an early packed breakfast and stopped to pick up picnic sandwiches from a local store 

on our way out of Tucson. Once our picnic was procured, we headed south to the Santa Rita Mountains, 
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approximately 60 minutes’ drive. Our first stop was at the bottom of the canyon in the grassland dotted with 

Ocotillo. There we saw the highly localized Botteri’s Sparrow and heard the beautiful song of Cassin’s Sparrows 

who had recently arrived to breed. Parking at the bottom of the canyon, we were delighted to see a Zone-tailed 

Hawk fly directly overhead. We hiked just over 1 mile from Procter Road and along the canyon’s flowing river. 

We were able to see our first Mexican Jays, Bridled Titmouse, and were lucky to find two Black-capped 

Gnatcatchers, a rare Mexican species that occasionally makes it into southernmost Arizona. As we headed back 

to the vehicles, we were pleased to find a pair of Javelina (Collared Peccary) feeding beyond the trail. Picnic 

lunch was had at Madera Picnic Area, a spot where Elegant Trogon can sometimes be seen.  

 

After lunch, we walked back along the trail searching for the trogon but had no luck. A great surprise along the 

trail was the brief glimpse of a daytime Ringtail. Normally purely nocturnal, we were amazed to see this fabulous 

animal in the mid-afternoon. Commiserating over the lack of trogon, we drove further up the canyon to a 

collection of bird feeders at Santa Rita Lodge. We spent the heat of the day watching an impressive array of 

hummingbirds, including the striking Rivoli’s Hummingbird, coming very close while they chased each other 

around the feeders with vigour. We were also entertained by a White-nosed Coati stealing peanut butter from 

feeders on the trees, while other birds at the feeders included Rufous-crowned Sparrow, Hepatic Tanager and 

Acorn Woodpecker. Heading back to the trail for a second search for Trogon, we wandered and peered hard 

into the Sycamores, Oaks and Junipers. Finally, we heard a distinctive “frog croak” call from the trees, and 

success! The male Elegant Trogon was perched near the trail! After this thrilling sight, we drove happy to our 

next accommodation, Amado Territory Inn for the next two nights. After dinner at the Longhorn Saloon, where 

most ordered steaks, we drove back up Madera Canyon for a night drive. However, as we drove, monsoon-like 

rain started! Not much was out and about, but we did see Red-spotted Toad and an unidentified snake, plus a 

Great-horned Owl feeding right on the road!  

Day 5 Wednesday 7th August 

Santa Rita Mountains 

The following morning started with an early morning walk around the Amado Territory Inn property. Virtually 

the first bird we saw was a very tame Greater Roadrunner, fluffing his crest and slowly raising his tail as he walk-

ran across in front of us. An adult Gray Hawk gave great ‘scope views, and visible migration of Lark Sparrows 

and Cassin’s Kingbirds put on a show as we watched other new birds including Say’s Phoebe.  

 

After breakfast, we drove to Box Canyon, a new habitat (mixed desert grassland at an elevation of 4,800 ft). 

There we were incredibly lucky to see a female Lucifer Hummingbird feeding young; this is a species of northern 

Mexico and this year has been recorded in SE Arizona in unprecedented numbers. As the canyon narrowed, we 

also saw Harris’s Ground Squirrel. Other highlights included displaying Cactus Wren, and a predator evasion 

“flock” including Black-tailed Gnatcatcher, Scott’s Oriole, Summer Tanager, Verdin, and beautiful Varied 

Buntings. The canyon walk produced five species of wren! On our drive back towards our accommodation a few 

of the group were lucky to see a Green Ratsnake slither across the road. Some of the group had a relaxing 

afternoon during heat of day while others went out butterflying and saw Tiny and Elada Checkerspots, Orange 

Skipperling, and Sachem, amongst others. We had another early dinner at Firefly restaurant and attempted a 

second night drive into Madera Canyon - this evening’s forecast was clear with no chance of rain! A large flock 

of Lesser Night Hawk flew over a nearby wash and a Cooper’s Hawk was spotted on a roadside post. Perhaps 

suggestive of a more successful evening to come? 
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As darkness came, our first encounter on the road at the edge of the National Forest was with a slow-moving 

Black-tailed Rattlesnake! It took it’s time crossing and slithering into the verge, giving us ample time for photos 

from a safe distance. Further up the road we saw our first foraging Striped Skunk, a youngster who wasn’t quite 

sure what we were and who performed an amazing handstand in case he needed to spray us as we passed! 

Walking around the carpark at the top of the road with good torches, we heard (but didn’t see) Whiskered 

Screech-Owl. Returning back down the canyon, we saw Mexican Long-tongued Bats feeding from the 

hummingbird feeders at the Santa Rita Lodge. Driving out of the National Forest, amazingly we saw a second 

snake: a Tiger Rattlesnake! Again, the obliging snake was photographed from a safe distance. Our last mammal 

of the evening was an Antelope Jackrabbit, and as we drove back into our accommodation, a Desert Blonde 

Tarantula was seen on its night-time prowl. What an incredible night drive! 

Day 6 Thursday 8th August 

Patagonia 

Following another morning stroll and an early breakfast at the Inn, we drove further south to Tubac and the 

Juan Bautista de Anza Trail. Hiking along the Tubac River wash, under a canopy of Freemont Cottonwoods, we 

saw Blue Grosbeak, Summer Tanager, and skulking Yellow-breasted Chat. We found the pendular-shaped nests 

of Rose-throated Becard, but unfortunately did not see the birds. Invasive American Bullfrogs were hanging out 

in a small pool making their deep booming call, enticing us to take photos. After coffee and pie, we drove south 

to Patagonia Lake State Park. It was rather quiet around the lake, but we had close views of Turkey Vulture, a 

group of Neotropic Cormorants with a single Double-crested Cormorant, and our first Mexican Duck and Pied-

billed Grebe. The butterfliers saw Viceroy flitting in the Cottonwoods and Fatal Metalmark along the trail.  

 

Lunch was delicious at Wild Horse Restaurant, after which we headed to the world-famous Paton’s Audubon 

Center for Hummingbirds. The star of the show at the feeders were up to three Violet-crowned Hummingbirds, 

which reach the northern end of its range in south-eastern Arizona. Close views of other bird species included 

White-breasted Nuthatch, Lucy’s Warbler, Black-headed Grosbeak, Abert’s Towhee, and Ladder-backed 

Woodpecker. Obliging butterflies in the garden included Texan Crescent and Golden-headed Scallopwing. 

Driving up the sandy track to our accommodation for the evening, we spotted another Desert Blonde Tarantula. 

Our hosts, Nisa and Jeff, greeted us at the historic Hacienda de Corona Guevavi. After being shown to our 

rooms, Nisa mentioned her daughter had found a Madrean Alligator Lizard, which we re-found in a bush by the 

entrance to the property. Later, we were treated to a wonderful sunset from the patio with flyover Black-bellied 

Whistling Duck and Lesser Nighthawks, and a delicious home-cooked Mexican dinner. Nisa regaled us with the 

history of the property and showed us the collection of Native American pottery pieces found on the property. 

Day 7 Friday 9th August 

Huachuca Mountains 

An early morning walk and delicious breakfast at the Hacienda, including freshly collected eggs, was followed by 

a stop at a roadside layby. Disappointed, we didn’t see the usually regular Thick-billed Kingbird, but we did see 

Black Vulture, Western Tanager, and heard the Willow Warbler-like song of Canyon Wren. We also found 

resting Antlion and numerous White-lined Sphinx Moth caterpillars. Next, we headed east via Las Cienegas 

National Conservation Area. The historic Empire Ranch sits in this area. We hiked the overgrown trail to the 
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wash and around the ranch, spotting Swainson’s Hawk, Eastern Meadowlark, Loggerhead Shrike, American 

Kestrel, and Common Yellowthroat along the way. Butterflies encountered were Bordered Patch, Northern 

Cloudywing, and Common Sootywing.  

 

The next stop was a natural spring, the reason the ranch was so productive for many decades. There we saw 

Western Wood Pewee. At the Prairie Dog town, we counted an incredible nine Burrowing Owls sharing the 

space with the Black-tailed Prairie Dogs! Our next stop at a water tank was wonderful because we found 

numerous Chiricahua Leopard Frogs, a protected species in the area. As we drove out of the Conservation Area, 

we searched for Pronghorn, but to no avail. Lunch was in Sonoita and then we drove east along State Road 82, 

where we spied a stunning male Pronghorn by the side of the road! After a U-turn or two, we managed to find a 

safe place to stop and photograph the only North American antelope, and the fastest in the world. We arrived at 

Casa de San Pedro in time to watch a hummingbird banding demonstration, a regular scientific data collection 

program here since 2011. Some got to hold these tiny flying gems before release. After a delicious dinner, we 

retired for the evening to our comfortable rooms. 

Day 8 Saturday 10th August 

Huachuca Mountains 

Our first morning in the Huachuca Mountains was spent exploring Miller Canyon. As we were heading out from 

the accommodation, we found a Whiptail Scorpion, locally called Vinegaroon, in the entrance way. This strange 

looking creature is an arachnid, but instead of the typical scorpion tail, it has a long whip-like tail from which it 

can emit concentrated acetic acid in defence. A Woodhouse’s Toad was also found hiding under a box. After 

moving the Vinegaroon to safety, we visited the hummingbird feeders at Beatty’s Guest Ranch. There we saw 

five species of hummingbird at close range, including Rivoli’s, Black-tailed, Anna’s, Broad-tailed, and Broad-

billed. We also spotted a Hepatic Tanager in the grounds. Afterwards, we hiked along the trail into the canyon 

for approximately a mile. We were searching for Mexican Spotted Owl, but were unsuccessful; however, we did 

get close views of Steller’s Jay, Painted Redstart, Plumbeous Vireo, and Cordilleran Flycatcher. The butterfliers 

found a Silver-spotted Skipper resting in the leaf litter.  

 

On our return to the vehicles, the monsoon rains hit with a vengeance. By the time we arrived at the carpark, we 

were well and truly drenched! Luckily, our B&B wasn’t far, so we returned to dry off and change. On our return, 

we found an Ornate Box Turtle in the road. After a few photos, we encouraged it safely into the verge because it 

is a protected species in the area. With dry clothes, we headed to a local diner, the Landmark Café, for lunch and 

in the afternoon we spent a pleasant few hours watching the feeders at Ash Canyon B&B. We had wonderful 

views of Lazuli Bunting, Bewick’s Wren, a male and female Lucifer Hummingbird, and Acorn, Ladderback, and 

Gila Woodpeckers. A few of the group sat in a small hide for an hour hoping to see the extremely shy and 

retiring Montezuma Quail; while a large group of Bushtits were seen, unfortunately the Quail did not put in an 

appearance. On the way back to our B&B, we stopped for dinner at a local Mexican restaurant. 
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Day 9 Sunday 11th August 

Huachuca Mountains 

The following morning was spent along the San Pedro River and around San Pedro House, previously a ranch, 

but now part of the National Conservation Area. Hiking along the river under the Freemont Cottonwoods, one 

can see the importance of this route for migratory birds and mammals. We started the morning with views of the 

declining Inca Dove, and amazing views of Yellow-breasted Chat feeding and bathing alongside the river – a real 

treat! Later, a Yellow-billed Cuckoo was seen flying into a Cottonwood tree. We scoped the bird and found that 

the Cuckoo was sat on a nest! Everyone was able to have good views of this elusive bird. Other creatures 

encountered on our stroll included the Viceroy butterfly, Arizona Mantis, and the blue-tailed Desert Grassland 

Whiptail.  

 

Lunch was enjoyed in Bisbee, after which the group explored the old mining town on foot for a short while. On 

the drive back to Casa de San Pedro B&B, we drove via the border fence and looked across to Mexico. The 

afternoon was spent relaxing back at the B&B. As we drove out for dinner, we had an unscheduled stop to look 

for Scaled Quail and were lucky to find them in the garden of a private property. After brief views and photos, 

we drove to dinner and later, as we drove back to the B&B in the dark, a few in the party saw a quartering Barn 

Owl from their vehicle. 

Day 10 Monday 12th August 

Huachuca Mountains 

A pre-breakfast stroll yielded two Yellow-billed Cuckoos close to our accommodation and we were later told that 

this was the first sighting of Cuckoo here for several months. After breakfast, we visited Ramsey Canyon, a 

property managed by the Nature Conservancy. There we had fantastic views of Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, 

affectionately renamed the “Sooty and Sweep” (or Sue?) bird by some in the group because of its distinctive call. 

We watched one of the flycatchers sat at the top of an Arizona Sycamore aggressively chasing off Acorn 

Woodpeckers. We also came across our first Yarrow’s Spiny Lizard and a male Wild Turkey. We watched with 

much hilarity as a baby Arizona Gray Squirrel spooked itself and fell in the river. Coues’ White-tailed Deer and 

Wilson’s Warbler were also obliging, unlike our first Greater Pewee which was neck-breakingly perched at the 

top of the tallest tree it could find! Amazingly, we were able to locate all four possible species of vireo along the 

canyon trail: Cassin’s, Plumbeous, Warbling, and Hutton’s.  

 

Lunch was at a local sandwich joint, after which we drove to the historical town of Tombstone. This was an 

unscheduled stop, but a few requests were made by the group for a visit. We arrived in time to watch a re-

enactment of the shootout at the O.K. Corral between the Earp brothers, Doc Holliday, and the ranch hands. 

Other interesting historic attractions in the town included the Birdcage Theatre, which houses a collection of 

items from the boomtown period. Bullet holes dot the walls and ceiling, and original gambling tables still remain 

on the property. We also visited the old Town Hall and Courthouse where a number of displays chart the history 

of the area and Tombstone. After an enjoyable and informative couple of hours we drove back to the 

accommodation for dinner.  
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As the sun set, a Great Horned Owl was seen sitting on the wall of the property. Great excitement ensued as 

guests grabbed binoculars and cameras and rushed outside for a view. The owl stayed long enough for everyone 

to enjoy this amazing bird. After dinner, we stood in the parking area watching for bats and Lesser Nighthawks. 

We were also lucky enough to see Saturn with its rings and Jupiter plus moons in the ‘scope while stargazing. 

Day 11 Tuesday 13th August 

Chiricahua Mountains 

The following morning we had an early breakfast before saying goodbye to our wonderful hosts and driving east 

towards the edge of the Chihuahuan Desert, Chiricahua Mountains, and the Stateline with New Mexico. Our 

destination was the small town of Portal. As we drove, the habitat became more barren and less inhabited, and 

we were surprised to see a single Pronghorn in ranchland by the side of the road. As we drove along the dirt road 

along the Stateline, we spotted Black-tailed Jackrabbit, Gopher Snake and Cactus Wren. Stopping at a water tank, 

an oasis in this stark landscape, we had an extremely curious young Greater Roadrunner approach to within a 

few feet! Around the tank, we saw multiple Killdeer, two Spotted Sandpiper, and several migrant birds including 

several Lazuli Bunting and a lone female Painted Bunting.  

 

Crossing over into New Mexico and a time zone change we headed for lunch at a local Grille & Store. We saw 

Greater Roadrunners at the feeders here too! Cave Creek Ranch, where we were staying for the next couple of 

days, is more rustic than other accommodation on the tour and does not serve breakfast. At the Store, we picked 

up supplies for the next couple of mornings and then drove towards Portal, back in Arizona. On the way to our 

accommodation, we stopped at feeders on private property, but open to the public. New birds in this new 

habitat included the “desert cardinal” Pyrruloxia, Woodhouse’s Scrub Jay and we also had great views of Canyon 

Towhee, Black-throated Sparrow, Northern Cardinal, Blue Grosbeak, and Gambel’s Quail.  

 

On the short drive to our accommodation, we pulled over to photograph the majestic Cave Creek Canyon. On 

arrival at Cave Creek Ranch, we were immediately buzzed by Blue-throated Mountaingems, the largest 

hummingbird found north of Mexico and who have a bright blue throat in direct sunlight. We also saw White-

nosed Coati and our first Hooded Skunk at the feeders. Dinner was had at the small, local Portal Café. 

Afterwards, a night drive along the local dirt roads produced a very large male Bobcat for the first vehicle. We 

also spotted Black-tailed Jackrabbit and had a brief view of the nightjar-like Common Poorwill and a Barn Owl 

which buzzed one of the vehicles.  

Day 12 Wednesday 14th August 

Chiricahua Mountains 

Today we had an early start to head up Cave Creek Canyon and beyond to Onion Saddle. Our first stop was 

Vista Point to enjoy the dramatic landscape and take a group photo. The next stop was among the Oaks and 

Pines at South Fork where we spotted the extremely localized Mexican Fox Squirrel foraging in a Pine just after 

getting out of the cars. As we strolled up the trail, we encountered numerous butterflies, and were especially 

pleased to see Two-tailed Swallowtails puddling. We also spotted the more subtle Red and Nabakov’s Satyrs 

flitting over the ground. Birds were thin on the ground, but we did encounter a mixed flock that contained a 

beautiful Grace’s Warbler along with Hepatic Tanager, Brown Creeper, Painted Redstart, and Black-throated 
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Gray Warbler. White-throated Swift circled overhead while we drove further up the dirt road to the South West 

Research Station road and a trailhead.  

 

A vagrant Berylline Hummingbird had been found the day before a little way up the trail and the group were 

keen to see this rare Mexican visitor. When we arrived, it appeared to be a “twitch” with numerous local birders 

there. The bird was reported to be coming to the feeder approximately once an hour. We did wait almost an 

hour. The air was filled with anticipation, and eventually the Berylline flew in for a quick feed. We had about a 

minute to view and photograph it before it flew off again! 

 

Elated, we returned to the vehicles and drove on up to Onion Saddle. A recent rainstorm had washed away part 

of the road and the grader was ahead of us repairing the rocky surface. At a nearby campground we searched for 

Spotted Owl but unfortunately it was likely the grader had chased it away. However, we did see the extremely 

localized Mexican Chickadee and Buff-breasted Flycatcher.  

 

Returning for lunch, we later headed to the feeders in another private garden in Portal. The feeders were a hive 

of activity. We saw a Crissal Thrasher and Woodhouse’s Jay plus lots of close up views of birds we were 

becoming familiar with. Dinner was at Portal Café again and followed by a second night drive. Heading up a 

different road, we saw Hooded Skunk, Giant Desert Centipede, Merriam’s Kangaroo Rat, and another Desert 

Blonde Tarantula. 

Day 13 Thursday 15th August 

Steins Ghost Town, Willcox and Oro Valley 

A morning walk after breakfast around the ranch grounds produced a family of Acorn Woodpeckers at a nest 

hole. A little later we headed north for a 45-minute drive to Stein’s Ghost Town and the Interstate. Now closed, 

the Ghost Town owner was on the property and she happily let us through the gate to explore. Stein’s was once 

an important water stop for the steam engines on the railroad. With the coming of modern trains, the need for 

water became obsolete so the town was abandoned but is still a glimpse into a time gone by.  

 

Next stop was Willcox Ponds, which is an important stopover for migrating shorebirds and waders in the 

brackish water. Lots of Wilson’s Phalaropes were twirling around feeding on the lake’s surface. We also spotted 

Long-billed Curlew, American Avocet, Black-necked Stilt, Semi-palmated Plover, and six species of sandpiper 

including Stilt, Baird’s, Spotted, Western, Least and Solitary. Black-crowned Night Heron, Cinnamon Teal and 

Mexican Duck were also seen on the freshwater ponds. Lunch was enjoyed at Benson Golf Course. There, we 

overlooked the ponds and spotted Painted Turtle and Pied-billed Grebe. A final stop in Davis gave us a lucky 

glimpse of one adult and one juvenile Mississippi Kite. We then headed west along Interstate 10 back towards 

Tucson. An hour‘s drive took us to our accommodation in Oro Valley, north of Tucson and back to the Saguaro 

Cactus of the Sonoran Desert. Our last dinner as a group was celebrated with a couple of bottles of wine to toast 

a great trip. 
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Day 14 Friday 16th August 

Catalina State Park and Flight Home 

An early breakfast buffet was followed by a short drive to the beautiful Catalina State Park at the west end of the 

Catalina Mountains. The Saguaro Cactus here are abundant and multi-armed, making for fantastic photographic 

opportunities. As we hiked up the trail, we were warned of rattlesnakes on the trail. We didn’t see any rattlers 

that morning, or any new birds for the list (although we did have great views of Rufous-winged Sparrow, an 

Arizona specialty species), but added numerous new lizards to our herp list including Greater Earless Lizard, 

Zebra-tailed Lizard, Western Whiptail, and Common Side-blotched Lizard. Heading back to the carpark and 

scanning for snakes, a dark shape was seen under an overhanging rock. On further investigation with the scope, 

it turned out to be a Morafka’s Desert Tortoise. This is another protected species in the area. We returned to the 

vehicles happy with our last-minute find.  

 

A quick freshen up at the hotel was followed by sandwiches for lunch. Then came the final drive north to 

Phoenix. We dropped off one guest at a hotel in Phoenix to continue on onward journey to Boston, Chicago, 

and the Grand Canyon. The remaining guests were delivered safely to British Airways departures. And so ended 

the tour to SE Arizona; until next time… 

Day 15 Saturday 17th August 

Return to the UK 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted) 

  N=Near-endemic I=Introduced August 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

1 Scaled Quail Callipepla squamata               ✓           

2 Gambel's Quail Callipepla gambelii ✓ ✓     ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo                 ✓         

4 Black-bellied Whistling Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis         ✓     ✓           

5 Canada Goose Branta canadensis ✓                         

6 Cinnamon Teal Spatula cyanoptera                       ✓   

7 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos ✓                         

8 Mexican Duck Anas diazi         ✓ ✓           ✓   

9 Mall x Mexican Duck (hybrid) Anas platyrhynchos x diazi ✓ ✓     ✓             ✓   

10 Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis                       ✓   

11 Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis       ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓         

12 Common Poorwill Phalaenoptilus nuttallii                   ✓       

13 White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxatalis                     ✓     

14 Broad-billed Hummingbird Cynanthus latirostris   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 Violet-crowned Hummingbird Amazilia violiceps         ✓       ✓         

16 Berylline Hummingbird Amazilia beryllina                     ✓     

17 Blue-throated Mountaingem Lampornis clemenciae                   ✓ ✓ ✓   

18 Rivoli's Hummingbird Eugenes fulgens     ✓       ✓   ✓         

19 Lucifer Sheartail Calothorax lucifer       ✓     ✓             

20 Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

21 Anna's Hummingbird Calypte anna ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

22 Costa's Hummingbird Calypte costae ✓                         

23 Broad-tailed Hummingbird Selasphorus platycercus   ✓         ✓             

24 Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus   ✓   ✓             ✓ ✓   

25 Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

26 Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus             ✓ ✓ ✓         

27 Rock Dove - I Columba livia ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓   

28 Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata   ✓                   ✓   
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  N=Near-endemic I=Introduced August 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

29 Eurasian Collared Dove - I Streptopelia decaocto ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 Inca Dove Columbina inca ✓             ✓           

31 Common Ground Dove Columbina passerina   ✓     ✓ ✓   ✓           

32 Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

33 White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 American Coot Fulica americana ✓       ✓             ✓   

35 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps         ✓             ✓   

36 Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus ✓                     ✓   

37 American Avocet Recurvirostra americana ✓                     ✓   

38 Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus                       ✓   

39 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus ✓                         

40 Long-billed Curlew Numenius americanus                       ✓   

41 Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus                       ✓   

42 Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii                       ✓   

43 Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla ✓                     ✓   

44 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri                       ✓   

45 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus ✓                         

46 Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor                       ✓   

47 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius ✓                 ✓   ✓   

48 Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria                       ✓   

49 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes ✓                         

50 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca ✓                         

51 Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus ✓       ✓                 

52 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus         ✓                 

53 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax                       ✓   

54 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias   ✓         ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

55 Great Egret Ardea alba ✓                         

56 Snowy Egret Egretta thula ✓                         

57 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

58 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus         ✓ ✓               

59 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus           ✓               
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  N=Near-endemic I=Introduced August 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

60 Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           

61 Mississippi Kite Ictinia mississippiensis                       ✓   

62 Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus ✓                     ✓   

63 Grey Hawk Buteo plagiatus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

64 Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

65 Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus   ✓ ✓                     

66 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

67 American Barn Owl Tyto furcata             ✓     ✓       

68 Whiskered Screech Owl Megascops trichopsis         ✓                 

69 Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus     ✓           ✓         

70 Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia ✓         ✓               

71 Elegant Trogon Trogon elegans     ✓                     

72 Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus   ✓ ✓       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

73 Gila Woodpecker Melanerpes uropygialis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

74 Ladder-backed Woodpecker Dryobates scalaris     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

75 Arizona Woodpecker Leuconotopicus arizonae   ✓                       

76 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus   ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

77 American Kestrel Falco sparverius       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓       

78 Merlin Falco columbarius               ✓           

79 Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓   

80 Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya       ✓ ✓ ✓               

81 Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe           ✓               

82 Greater Pewee Contopus pertinax                 ✓   ✓     

83 Western Wood Pewee Contopus sordidulus         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

84 Hammond's Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii             ✓             

85 American Grey Flycatcher Empidonax wrightii   ✓                 ✓     

86 Cordilleran Flycatcher Empidonax occidentalis   ✓                 ✓     

87 "Western Flycatcher" Empidonax difficilis/occidentalis             ✓             

88 Buff-breasted Flycatcher Empidonax fulvifrons                     ✓     

89 Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus obscurus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

90 Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes luteiventris                 ✓   ✓     

91 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus         ✓                 
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  N=Near-endemic I=Introduced August 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

92 Cassin's Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

93 Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

94 Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer     ✓                     

95 Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens ✓     ✓                 ✓ 

96 Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus ✓       ✓                 

97 Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus       ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓       

98 Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii   ✓ ✓     ✓               

99 Plumbeous Vireo Vireo plumbeus     ✓       ✓   ✓   ✓     

100 Cassin's Vireo Vireo cassinii   ✓             ✓         

101 Hutton's Vireo Vireo huttoni     ✓       ✓   ✓   ✓     

102 Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus   ✓   ✓         ✓   ✓     

103 Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri   ✓         ✓             

104 Mexican Jay Aphelocoma wollweberi     ✓       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

105 Woodhouse's Scrub Jay Aphelocoma woodhouseii                   ✓ ✓     

106 Northern Raven Corvus corax ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

107 Chihuahuan Raven Corvus cryptoleucus           ✓           ✓   

108 Phainopepla - N Phainopepla nitens   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           ✓ ✓ 

109 Bridled Titmouse Baeolophus wollweberi   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

110 Mountain Chickadee Poecile gambeli   ✓                       

111 Mexican Chickadee Poecile sclateri                     ✓     

112 Verdin Auriparus flaviceps ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   ✓ 

113 Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris           ✓               

114 Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor       ✓                   

115 Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina   ✓                 ✓     

116 Purple Martin Progne subis ✓ ✓ ✓                     

117 Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis       ✓       ✓       ✓   

118 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

119 American Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota     ✓   ✓   ✓         ✓   

120 American Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus             ✓   ✓         

121 Cactus Wren Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓       ✓ ✓   ✓ 

122 Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus       ✓                   
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  N=Near-endemic I=Introduced August 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

123 Canyon Wren Catherpes mexicanus       ✓             ✓ ✓   

124 Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

125 Blue-grey Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea   ✓                 ✓     

126 Black-tailed Gnatcatcher Polioptila melanura   ✓               ✓     ✓ 

127 Black-capped Gnatcatcher - N Polioptila nigriceps     ✓ ✓                   

128 Pygmy Nuthatch Sitta pygmaea   ✓                       

129 White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

130 Brown Creeper Certhia americana   ✓             ✓   ✓     

131 Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

132 Curve-billed Thrasher Toxostoma curvirostre ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

133 Crissal Thrasher Toxostoma crissale                     ✓     

134 Common Starling - I Sturnus vulgaris ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓       

135 Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus   ✓                 ✓     

136 American Robin Turdus migratorius                     ✓     

137 House Sparrow - I Passer domesticus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

138 Olive Warbler Peucedramus taeniatus   ✓                       

139 House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

140 Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

141 Pine Siskin Spinus pinus   ✓                 ✓     

142 Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys                       ✓ ✓ 

143 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓       

144 Yellow-eyed Junco Junco phaeonotus   ✓                 ✓     

145 Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

146 Black-throated Sparrow Amphispiza bilineata   ✓   ✓   ✓         ✓   ✓ 

147 Rufous-winged Sparrow Peucaea carpalis         ✓ ✓             ✓ 

148 Cassin's Sparrow Peucaea cassinii       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

149 Botteri's Sparrow Peucaea botterii     ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓         

150 Rufous-crowned Sparrow Aimophila ruficeps     ✓ ✓                   

151 Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus   ✓         ✓   ✓   ✓     

152 Canyon Towhee Melozone fusca   ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

153 Abert's Towhee Melozone aberti ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ 

154 Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           
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  N=Near-endemic I=Introduced August 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

155 Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus         ✓                 

156 Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna       ✓   ✓               

157 Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta               ✓           

158 Scott's Oriole Icterus parisorum       ✓     ✓             

159 Bullock's Oriole Icterus bullockii   ✓                 ✓ ✓   

160 Hooded Oriole Icterus cucullatus   ✓     ✓ ✓         ✓     

161 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus ✓                     ✓   

162 Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus       ✓ ✓ ✓               

163 Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater       ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓           

164 Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓   

165 Lucy's Warbler Leiothlypis luciae ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓               

166 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas           ✓ ✓ ✓           

167 Yellow warbler Setophaga aestiva   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

168 Grace's Warbler Setophaga graciae                     ✓     

169 Black-throated Grey Warbler Setophaga nigrescens   ✓                 ✓     

170 Townsend's Warbler Setophaga townsendi   ✓                       

171 Hermit Warbler Setophaga occidentalis   ✓                       

172 Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla               ✓ ✓         

173 Red-faced Warbler Cardellina rubrifrons   ✓         ✓       ✓     

174 Painted Redstart Myioborus pictus   ✓         ✓   ✓   ✓     

175 Hepatic Tanager Piranga hepatica     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓     

176 Summer Tanager Piranga rubra   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

177 Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           ✓   

178 Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

179 Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓   

180 Pyrrhuloxia Cardinalis sinuatus                   ✓ ✓     

181 Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea       ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

182 Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena   ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓       

183 Varied Bunting Passerina versicolor       ✓                   

184 Painted Bunting Passerina ciris                   ✓       
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  N=Near-endemic I=Introduced August 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Mammals 
 

                          

1 Antelope Jackrabbit Lepus alleni       ✓                   

2 Black-tailed Jackrabbit Lepus californicus               ✓   ✓   ✓   

3 Desert Cottontail Sylvilagus audubonii ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Harris's Antelope Squirrel Ammospermophilus harrisii   ✓   ✓                   

5 Abert's Squirrel Sciurus aberti   ✓                       

6 Arizona Gray Squirrel - N Sciurus arizonensis     ✓       ✓   ✓         

7 Mexican Fox Squirrel Sciurus nayaritensis                     ✓     

8 Round-tailed Ground Squirrel Spermophilus tereticaudus   ✓                     ✓ 

9 Rock Squirrel Spermophilus variegatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

10 Cliff Chipmunk Tamias dorsalis   ✓                 ✓     

11 Bobcat Lynx rufus                   ✓       

12 Hooded Skunk Mephitis macroura                   ✓ ✓ ✓   

13 Striped Skunk Mephitis mephitis       ✓             ✓     

14 Ringtail Bassariscus astutus     ✓                     

15 White-nosed Coati Nasua narica     ✓             ✓       

16 Collared Peccary Pecari tajacu                           

17 Mule Deer Odocoileus hemionus                     ✓     

18 "Coue's" White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

19 Pronghorn Antilocapra americana           ✓       ✓       

20 Cotton Rat genus Sigmodon ✓     ✓       ✓           

21 Botta's Pocket Gopher Thomomys bottea   ✓                       

22 Black-tailed Prairie Dog Cynomys ludovicianus           ✓               

23 Mexican Long-tongued Bat Choeronycteris mexicana       ✓                   

24 Mexican Free-tailed Bat  Tadarida brasiliensis               ✓ ✓         

25 Bat Sp                     ✓       

26 Merriam's Kangaroo rat Dipodomys merriami                     ✓     

Reptiles & Amphibians                           

1 Sonoran Spotted Whiptail Aspidoscelis sonorae ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓             

2 Desert Grassland Whiptail Aspidoscelis uniparens               ✓           
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  N=Near-endemic I=Introduced August 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

3 Ornate Box Turtle Terrapene ornata             ✓     ✓       

4 Desert Tortoise (Morafka's) Gopherus morafkai                         ✓ 

5 Greater Earless Lizard Cophosaurus texanus                         ✓ 

6 Clark's Spiny Lizard Sceloporus clarkii ✓                         

7 Yarrow's Spiny Lizard Sceloporus jarrovi                 ✓   ✓     

8 Southwestern Fence Lizard Sceloporus cowlesi   ✓                     ✓ 

9 Tree Lizard (Ornate) Urosaurus ornatus ✓ ✓ ✓                   ✓ 

10 Common Side-blotched Lizard Uta stansburiana                         ✓ 

11 Madrean Alligator Lizard Elgaria kingii         ✓                 

12 Gopher Snake Pituophis catenifer           ✓       ✓       

13 Black-necked Garter Snake Thamnophis cyrtopsis   ✓                       

14 Black-tailed Rattlesnake Crotalus molossus       ✓                   

15 Red-spotted Toad Anaxyrus punctatus   ✓                       

16 Woodhouse's Toad Anaxyrus woodhousii               ✓ ✓         

17 Sonoran Desert Toad Bufo alvarius     ✓       ✓             

18 American bullfrog Rana catesbeiana         ✓                 

19 Chiricahua Leopard Frog Rana chiricahuensis           ✓               

20 Green Ratsnake Senticolis triaspis       ✓                   

21 Unidientified snake (Madera night drive)       ✓                     

22 Tiger Rattlesnake Cotalus tigris       ✓                   

23 Painted Turtle Chrysemys picta                       ✓   

24 Western Whiptail Aspidoscelis tigris                         ✓ 

25 Zebra-tailed Lizard Callisaurus draconoides                         ✓ 

Butterflies                             

1 Pipevine Swallowtail Battus philenor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Black Swallowtail Papilio polyxenes        ✓                   

3 Giant Swallowtail Papilio cresphontes      ✓ ✓                   

4 Two-tailed Swallowtail Papilio multicaudata    ✓ ✓ ✓         ✓   ✓     

5 Orange Sulphur Colias eurytheme  ✓ ✓   ✓                   

6 Lyside Sulphur Kricogonia lyside                     ✓     
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  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

7 Sleepy Orange Eurema nicippe  ✓                   ✓     

8 Dainty Sulphur  Nathalis iole            ✓               

9 Gray Hairstreak Strymon melinus        ✓       ✓           

10 Western Pygmy-Blue Brephidium exile           ✓   ✓       ✓   

11 Marine Blue  Leptotes marina   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓               

12 Ceraunus Blue  Hemiargus ceraunus  ✓                         

13 Echo' Spring Azure Celastrina ladon   ✓         ✓   ✓   ✓     

14 Fatal Metalmark Calephelis nemesis          ✓ ✓   ✓           

15 American Snout Libytheana carinenta ✓                         

16 Bordered Patch Chlosyne lacinia            ✓     ✓         

17 Tiny Checkerspot Dymasia dymas       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓           

18 Elada Checkerspot Texola elada       ✓ ✓ ✓               

19 Texan Crescent  Phyciodes texana         ✓                 

20 Mylitta Crescent  Phyciodes mylitta           ✓         ✓     

21 Mourning Cloak Nymphalis antiopa          ✓ ✓     ✓         

22 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

23 Viceroy Limenitis archippus         ✓     ✓           

24 ‘Arizona’ California Sister  Adelpha bredowii    ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓   ✓     

25 Empress Leilia Asterocampa leilia                          ✓ 

26 Nabokov's Satyr  Cyllopsis pyracmon                       ✓     

27 Red Satyr Megisto rubricata     ✓               ✓     

28 Monarch Danaus plexippus ✓ ✓                       

29 Queen Danaus gilippus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 Silver-spotted Skipper Epargyreus clarus              ✓       ✓     

31 Arizona Skipper Codatractus arizonensis        ✓                   

32 Golden-banded Skipper Autochton cellus                  ✓   ✓     

33 Desert Cloudywing  Achalarus casica                      ✓     

34 Northern Cloudywing Thorybes pylades    ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓     

35 Acacia Skipper  Cogia hippalus        ✓                   

36 Golden-headed Scallopwing Staphylus ceos     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓           

37 Arizona Powdered-Skipper  Systasea zampa                ✓           

38 Funereal Duskywing  Erynnis funeralis                     ✓     



The Wildlife of Arizona’s Sky Islands  Tour Report 

 

 

10  © Naturetrek     October 19 
 

 

  N=Near-endemic I=Introduced August 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

39 Common Checkered-Skipper   Pyrgus communis        ✓                   

40 Common Sootywing Pholisora catullus           ✓   ✓           

41 Orange Skipperling Copaeodes aurantiacus        ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓           

42 Fiery Skipper Hylephila phyleus       ✓                   

43 Pahaska Skipper Hesperia pahaska        ✓                   

44 Sachem Atalopedes campestris        ✓                   

45 Taxiles Skipper Poanes taxiles   ✓                       

46 Dotted Roadside-Skipper  Amblyscirtes eos  ✓                         

Other Invertebrates                             

1 Steel Blue Cricket Hunter Chlorion aerarium ✓                         

2 Roseate Skimmer (Gilbert) Orthemis ferruginea ✓                         

3 Desert Blonde Tarantula Aphonopelma chalcodes ✓     ✓ ✓           ✓     

4 Darkling Beetle Eleodes ca. spinipes   ✓                       

5 Orange Tachinid fly Adejeania vexatrix   ✓                       

6 Tarantula Hawk Pepsis formosa     ✓             ✓ ✓     

7 Salt Marsh Moth Estigmene acrea     ✓                     

8 Oslar's Imperial Moth Eacles oslari       ✓                   

9 Flame Skimmer Libellula saturata     ✓ ✓           ✓       

10 Widow Skimmer Libellula luctuosa       ✓           ✓       

11 Blue Dasher (Amado) Pachydiplax longipennis       ✓           ✓       

12 Antlion Myrmeleontidae       ✓   ✓               

13 Wolf Spider Lycosidae       ✓                   

14 Arizona Mantis Stagmomantis limbata         ✓     ✓ ✓         

15 White-lined Sphinx Moth Caterpillars Hyles lineata           ✓               

16 Velvet Ant sp Dasymutilla sp           ✓   ✓           

17 Whiptail Scorpion (Vinegaroon) Mastigoproctus tohono             ✓             

18 Arizona Walkingstick Diapheromera arizonensis               ✓           

19 Giant Agave Bug Acanthocephala thomasi               ✓           

20 Globe Mallowleaf Beetle Calligrapha serpentina           ✓               

21 Beyer's Scarab Chrysina beyeri                 ✓         
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22 Forester Moth Sp Agaristinae                     ✓     

23 Giant Desert Centipede Scolopendra heros                     ✓     

24 Yellow Paper Wasp Mischocyttarus navajo                         ✓ 
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