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Tour participants: Jane Dixon and Adam Dudley (leaders) with twelve Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Sunday 10th November 

In flight and local Hotel in Austin 

Our flight was a little late arriving at Austin International airport, but a quick immigration procedure saw 12 

guests meeting their guides in the arrival’s hall. As the group walked out of the airport, the sun was starting to set 

on a warm evening and a large number of Great-tailed Grackle, European Starling and Red-winged Blackbird 

were swirling around in a huge flock, finding roofs on which to roost. The hotel shuttle collected us and as the 

night drew in, we drove back to the hotel. The group met in the bar for a tour briefing and Texas familiarization. 

After dinner, we all retired to bed in preparation for an early morning. 

Day 2 Monday 11th November 

Hornsby Bend and Corpus Christi 

The first sightings of the morning were Mourning Dove, House Finch and Northern Mockingbird in the hotel 

carpark as we loaded the cars after breakfast. A short drive later we arrived at Platt Lane north of Hornsby Bend, 

a water treatment plant and ecological research area. Many species of bird reach their southernmost limit in 

Austin and Hornsby Bend is one of the top local spots to find them. As we strolled along the lane in the early 

morning mist, we had great views of American Kestrel, Red-tailed Hawk, Carolina Chickadee, and Blue Jay. We 

took our time identifying numerous Sparrow species in the hedgerows, including Lincoln’s, Savannah, Vesper, 

Chipping, White-crowned, and Lark Sparrow. White-tailed Deer were seen in the fields and an Eastern Fox 

Squirrel was foraging along the road and in the trees. We strolled along a wooded trail towards the Colorado 

River (not the river that runs through Arizona and California, but its Texan namesake). Along the trail we 

watched a Red-bellied Woodpecker hammering into a telegraph pole. At the river, we saw distant Crested 

Caracara and Hermit Thrush, a newly arrived winter visitor. As we strolled back to the vehicles, we spotted the 

first Monarch butterfly of the trip. 

 

After a brief stop at the plant headquarters, we drove 2.5 hours south. Along the way, we were surprised to see 

Black Buck and Springbok in the fields by the roads. Many of the local ranches, have exotic animal collections, 

which are popular game introduced for the Texas hunters. After a quick stop at a local supermarket for supplies, 

we drove off the main highway and onwards to our lunch stop. Along the rural drive we had views of Crested 

Caracara, Turkey Vulture and Black Vulture. 

 

Barnhart Q5 Ranch is a 706-acre working ranch near Berclair, which was awarded the Texas Parks & Wildlife's 

Lone Star Land Stewardship Award in 2004 in recognition of outstanding efforts in the conservation and 

enhancement of wildlife habitat in Texas. The ranch has over 18 miles of trails through its rolling South Texas 

brush country. We were greeted by our hosts, Claire and Wilfred, and treated to a wonderful lunch of home-

cooked fajitas while sitting outdoors and watching the bird feeders. There, we had our first introduction to the 

amazing variety of colours in Texan birds - Green Jay, Indigo Bunting, Northern (Red) Cardinal, Golden-fronted 

Woodpecker, and Black-crested Titmouse. All of which scattered when a Cooper’s Hawk buzzed the feeders. 

After a delicious ice-cream dessert, Wilfrid walked with us to the ranch’s pond; pointing out the local trees and 

discussing aspects of Texas ranching and their role in conservation. 
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Following the delightful lunch-stop, we were on the road again. The 1-hour drive produced roadside views of 

Loggerhead Shrike and the incredible Scissor-tailed Flycatcher and culminated in a warm welcome at Knolle 

Farm Ranch. The ranch has been operating for over 100 years and embodies historic South Texas culture, 

charm, and hospitality in a setting of gentle rolling hills and moss dripped oaks. Deep in the Nueces River Valley 

near Sandia, the ranch was originally famed for its large Jersey cow herd, milk production, and general store. 

Now a smaller beef-producing ranch, the property offers great birding and wildlife watching. Our hosts, Beth 

and Steve, settled us in and made the offer for us to roam where you will. However, the group was drawn to the 

pond below the ranch house where a few Sandhill Cranes had arrived for the evening along with American 

White Pelican, a family of Black-bellied Whistling Duck, American Avocet, an iridescent Vermillion Flycatcher, 

Mottled Duck, and hundreds of Wild Turkey. As the sun set and the night became cooler, we met in the building 

that used to be the general store to complete the day’s lists and have a traditional Texan steak dinner. 

Day 3 Tuesday 12th November 

Knolle Farm Ranch and Lake Corpus Christi State Park 

We had been watching the weather forecast for a number of days and monitoring the forthcoming “arctic chill” 

from Siberia. The front was bringing unprecedented high winds, cold, and rain to south-east Texas, which was 

somewhat better than the snowstorms and biting temperatures affecting the northern United States. This 

unusual weather system caused a drastic change in plan. We postponed the planned boat trip to Aransas National 

Wildlife Refuge. Instead, we spent the morning exploring Knolle Farm Ranch bundled up in layers of clothes to 

fend off the cold and windchill. 

 

In the rain and wind, we watched the pond and field below the ranch house, had a brief stroll along the lane, and 

scanned the small dam by the red barn. The brave early risers had good views of Snow and White-fronted Geese 

before they headed out to the local fields to feed. Later, we saw Sandhill Crane, Redhead, Gadwall, Northern 

Shoveler, Blue-winged Teal, American Wigeon, Hooded Merganser, Wilson’s Snipe, Black-bellied Whistling 

Duck, lots of Killdeer, and a very unexpected Swainson’s Hawk. The weather caused the usually shy Inca Dove 

to venture out from the trees and feed on grain out in the open. At the dam, we watched Anhinga, Western 

Cattle Egret, a male Northern Harrier, and Long-billed Dowitcher. A lone Fulvous Whistling-Duck also put in a 

brief appearance. A welcome mid-morning coffee was enjoyed while warming up and watching Eastern Bluebird 

through the windows of the ranch. 

 

After a filled morning, we drove to Subway in Mathis for lunch. Along the way, we saw a Coyote in a stubble 

field. At lunch, we were distressed to see a dead Mexican Free-tailed Bat being harassed by a Great-tailed 

Grackle. We hypothesized the cold had killed the bat, which usually move south for the winter.  

 

We realized the afternoon was getting late, and still windy and cold so we decided to visit a closer State Park, 

Lake Corpus Christi instead of the planned Choke Canyon State Park. The two parks share similar habitat, and 

both have large dammed lakes. Lake Corpus Christi proved to be a good choice as we wandered the trails. We 

spotted an Osprey with a huge Bass catch, Bufflehead, a very cold Black-throated Green Warbler, and found a 

roosting Great-horned Owl. We also found our first Great Kiskadee of the trip, a species normally found much 

further south, but which has been expanding its range northwards as average temperatures warm. As the light 

faded, we drove back to the hospitable Knolle Farm Ranch for dinner. That evening we saw our first feral pig 

(introduced European Wild Boar), who have bred successfully and become rather a problem in Texas. 
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Day 4 Wednesday 13th November 

King Ranch 

The morning dawned overcast and cold, but with no rain or wind. Roseatte Spoonbills and White Ibis were early 

callers to the ranch pond, and we saw many of the resident birds from the previous day including Vermillion 

Flycatcher, Pied-billed Grebe, Mottled Duck, and Western Meadowlark. After a lovely breakfast at Knolle Farm, 

we drove 40 minutes to Pollywog Pond Water Treatment Unit. As we walked the mown grass trails, we 

encountered a Deer Mouse and got better views of Great Kiskadee. Still wrapped up in our winter togs, at the 

ponds we saw our first Green Kingfisher, as well as Least Grebe, some very cold Barn Swallow, and a Tri-

coloured Heron. We chatted to some local birders for a while with a close Wilson’s Snipe looking on in the 

background. 

 

We continued driving south to Kingsville, where we picked up sandwiches from a local deli to take with us for 

our appointment at King Ranch. Along the roadside we saw four Collared Peccary, also known locally as 

Javelina. We met our guides, Tom and Jim, at the Norias Unit gate of King Ranch. Established in 1853, King 

Ranch now covers 825,000 acres, a greater land area than the state of Rhode Island. Throughout the ranch’s 

history, King Ranch led some of the first cattle drives, developed the Santa Gertrudis and Santa Cruz breeds of 

cattle, bred the finest Quarter Horses, and produced champion thoroughbreds, all under its iconic Running W 

brand. Today’s King Ranch is a major agribusiness with interests in cattle ranching, farming luxury retail goods, 

and ecotourism.  

 

The ranch is home to a number of difficult to see, specialty species in the area including White-tailed Hawk, 

Sprague’s Pipit, and our main target, Ferruginous Pygmy Owl. Our guides told us that these tropical owls, at the 

northern end of their range, do not like the cold, so they could be hard to find on a cold day like today. Along 

the ranch road drive to the site, we saw many White-tailed Deer, and some of the bucks looked particularly 

impressive with their fantastic antlers. We also saw introduced Nilgai, Blue Bull, from India, which are a 

particular favourite with hunters. However, many have escaped the ranches and natural populations are emerging 

in the area. 

 

Once at the most likely sites for the owls, Tom and Jim worked hard to call them in; however, after three 

attempts, we could only hear responding calls. They are only as big as a Starling and can be surprisingly difficult 

to see, even only a few feet away. A couple of stops later, we eventually saw a blur in the mesquite thicket. After 

much searching and peering into the shrubs, the small, rare owl could be seen, albeit obscured. It moved around 

quite a bit and finally settled on a tree branch allowing everyone to have great views through binoculars and 

scopes. Although still widespread in the tropics, the Ferruginous Pygmy Owl is now considered endangered in its 

limited range in the United States. Due to the natural habitat and wildlife management at King Ranch, the owls 

are holding their own in this huge ranch. With the cold and windy weather, we were really happy to have such 

good views of this beautiful little owl.  

 

On our drive back, we saw Harris Hawk, White-tailed Hawk, and several Sprague’s Pipit performing their 

amazing parachute display into the pasture. By this time, the day was drawing to a close and we still had to drive 

further south to our accommodation. We headed to Chachalaca Inn and along the way saw a huge flock of 

Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher flying alongside the road, likely grouped together in a migrating flock and waiting for 

the weather to get better. The Inn is a relaxing haven located on the bend of an ox-bow lake, known by the 
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Spanish word “resaca” in southeast Texas. After dropping our bags and freshening up, we dined at the friendly 

Julia’s family restaurant in Los Fresnos, a couple of miles from the Inn. 

Day 5 Thursday 14th November 

“Lower” Rio Grande Valley 

The cool weather continued, although the forecast promised better days ahead. In the cool, overcast, drizzly 

morning, we explored the grounds of the Chachalaca Inn and walked down to the dock prior to breakfast. The 

feeders were stocked full so before long, several Rio Grande specialties including Green Jay, Plain Chachalaca, 

Altamira Oriole and Long-billed Thrasher joined Black-crested Titmouse, Carolina Wren and Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet in getting a morning feed. A Black-bellied Whistling Duck accompanied our viewing from the deck, and 

a few lucky guests had a brief view of a Buff-bellied Hummingbird, another Rio Grande speciality. After a tasty 

breakfast, we left for Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, stopping at a local resaca on the way. What an 

hour! From one vantage point we saw 38 species of bird including Roseate Spoonbill, Wood Stork, Great and 

Snowy Egret, Black-crowned and Yellow-crowned Night Heron, Ringed and Belted Kingfisher, White Ibis, 

White-tailed Kite, Solitary Sandpiper, among many others. We also had a brief glimpse of a Northern Raccoon as 

it foraged on the water’s edge. We spent quite some time at the resaca because there was so much activity and 

planned to stop again the following morning. 

 

As we drove to Laguna Atascosa, we had great luck to spot a small group of Bobwhite (named for the call they 

make) on a track off the roadside. This relative of the quail is not frequently seen, so we stopped to make sure 

everyone got good looks. Further along the drive raptors were much in evidence with Northern Harrier, Harris 

Hawk, Osprey, Red-tailed Hawk, and Red-shouldered Hawk giving good views. On arrival, we wandered around 

the gardens and trails around the visitor centre, and then headed out to the main lagoon. Given the 45 mph 

winds we were successful in noting huge flocks of Coot and White Pelican, plus Ruddy Duck, Tri-colored and 

Little Blue Heron, Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, and Lesser Scaup sheltering as best they could in a bay by the 

viewpoint. Unexpectedly a Cabot’s Tern also flew past. We also had a brief glimpse of Hispid Cotton Rat as it 

fled across the trail and everyone had their first views of Armadillo from an observation deck as it foraged for 

grubs in the undergrowth. 

 

Lunch was at a local diner in Laguna Vista. When 14 “Brits” turned up, the proprietors were somewhat 

surprised, but with fresh corn bread, chilli and tea, the mood lightened. The afternoon stop was at Resaca de la 

Palma State Park. Finally, the air temperature was warming up, and we saw our first butterflies of the trip 

including Common/White Checkered Skipper, Mexican Bluewing, and Dusky-Blue Groundstreak in the 

butterfly garden. Along the trail, we also stumbled across an amazing six Armadillo, and an Eastern Cottontail. 

 

Our final stop of the day was at Oliveria Park, Brownsville. This park is a well-known roost for the local parrot 

population. Parrots and parakeets were imported from South America to the United States as exotic pets in the 

1950s and 1960s. Inevitably, many of these birds made their way into the wild and began breeding. In a recent 

study tracking the sightings of 56 species of parrots in the wild in 43 states, the authors noted that  “naturalized 

parrots” are now widespread in the continental US, with 25 species established and breeding in 23 states. 

Researchers say parrots have settled in Texas, California, and Florida to take advantage of the warm climates. 

However, once again, the sky was overcast, and the increasing wind was making the air chilly. We wondered if 

any parrots would turn up this evening; however, as the sun was setting, we saw the first birds arriving. They 
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arrive in large flocks and one usually hears them before seeing them. That evening a number of White-Crowned 

and Red-Crowned Parrot were seen roosting on the overhead wires and sheltering from the wind behind large 

Tamarisk trees. While we were waiting, we also had good views of Tropical Kingbird and a Peregrine Falcon. 

When it was getting too cold and dim, we left for dinner at Chili’s and returned to our lovely the accommodation 

for the night. 

Day 6 Friday 15th November 

“Lower” Rio Grande Valley 

The cool, overcast weather continued, but after breakfast, we stopped at the lagoon close to the Inn again. We 

noted similar avifauna to the previous day but were lucky to see all three kingfishers (Ringed, Belted, and Green) 

within the time we were there. There were also three Solitary Sandpiper to be seen. 

 

Moving on, we drove east towards the Gulf coast and South Padre Island. Along the highway towards the 

causeway, we stopped off at a site for Aplomado Falcon in the Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife 

Refuge. Aplomado is an unusual Spanish word for "lead-colored", referring to the blue-grey areas of the plumage 

– an approximate English translation would be "plumbeous falcon". Until the 1950s, this falcon was found in the 

extreme southwestern United States but has lost much of its habitat in their northern range and reintroduction 

efforts are under way in West and South Texas. It began to reoccupy its former range in West Texas and 

southern New Mexico in the 1990s. The Wildlife Refuge near South Padre Island has created nesting platforms 

to mimic the platform-like nesting areas preferred by these Falcons. The platform is quite some way from the 

parking area, and the area is off-limits to the public; however, we could see two Aplomado Falcon particularly 

well using our ‘scopes. 

 

Driving onto South Padre Island, we spotted Brown Pelican and Bottle-nosed Dolphin from the causeway. 

South Padre Island is a resort town located on South Padre Island, a barrier island along the Texas Gulf Coast 

accessible via the Queen Isabella Causeway. It is a popular tourist destination during the summer months, but 

becomes a rather sleepy coastal town at this time of year. Nonetheless, the Conference Centre Mud Flats and 

World Birding and Nature Centre are open year-round for visits. We headed to the mudflats first of all and saw a 

Spotted Ground Squirrel as we drove in and a Black-tailed Jackrabbit as we walked across the dunes. Scanning 

the mudflats, we saw four species of tern (Royal, Cabot’s, Forster’s and Caspian), Herring Gull, four species of 

plover (Grey, Semi-palmated, Snowy and Piping), Black Skimmer with their incredible bills, and numerous other 

waders including Sanderling, Dunlin, Least Sandpiper, Western Sandpiper, Long-billed Curlew, Greater and 

Lesser Yellowlegs, Black-necked Stilt, and Willet. 

 

A short drive to the World Birding and Nature Centre found us strolling the board walk above the mangrove 

marshes on the inland side of the barrier island. This lovely reserve allows very close approach to most of the 

birds, allowing excellent views. There we were lucky to see a migrant Northern Waterthrush, multiple heron and 

egret species, a skulking Clapper Rail, a highly unusual Yellow Warbler, Common Gallinule, and a large Redhead 

flock which flew overhead. We all spent time gazing at the rescued and rehabilitating Alligator at the centre. And 

finally, as we left, we saw a migrant Gray Catbird in the thicket by the exit. 

 

Lunch was at Café on the Beach in South Padre, where bold Great-tailed Grackle were eager to steal food if the 

eater did not beware. Luckily, they only got one prawn off the UK birders! As we drove off the island and 
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towards south Brownsville, the sun started to come out and the weather finally broke, warming up to above 

60F/15C for the first time since leaving Austin! As we approached Sabal Palm Sanctuary, the sun came out! 

Desperate for some lepidoptera in our lives, we spent a couple of hours walking the butterfly gardens and forest 

trail. Bordered Patch, Empress Leilia, Red-bordered Pixie, Sickle-winged Skipper, Gray Hairstreak, and Eufala 

Skipper were all starting to emerge, bask and fly. Even the lizards started to emerge for some heat. We saw 

Brown Anole, Texan Spotted Whiptail and Texas Spiny Lizard. For the birders, a rare Tennessee Warbler made 

an appearance in a mixed flock containing Orange-crowned and Nashville warblers as well as a White-eyed 

Vireo. Cave Swallows joined three other swallow species overhead. After a full day, we drove back to Chachalaca 

Bend and dinner again at Julia’s. 

Day 7 Saturday 16th November 

"Middle” Rio Grande Valley. 

Our first warm day! We loaded the vehicles and drove west along the valley to Estero Llano Grande State Park. 

This fantastic park is a 230-acre wetland space attracting many birds and butterflies. In fact, we saw Little Yellow 

butterflies as we got out of the vehicles. There was also a highly camouflaged Common Pauraque on the trail 

close to the entrance, of which everyone had great views. In the tropical woodlands area, we found our first 

White-tipped Dove and a rare Tropical Parula put in an appearance among a mixed flock of Nashville, Yellow-

throated, Black-and-White, and Orange-crowned Warblers. In the trees, we also found a very obliging Mexican 

Bluewing and our first Queen. 

 

In the flower gardens, we found Vesta and Phaon Crescent, Whirlabout, and saw our first Cloudless Sulphur. 

There were also two species of hummingbird at the visitor centre feeders: Black-chinned and the Texan specialty 

Buff-bellied Hummingbird which gave excellent views. Hispid Cotton Rat and introduced Brown (Norway) Rat 

were also seen taking advantage at the feeders. Texas River Cooter were basking on the logs in the pools 

catching the first rays of sunshine for almost a week. After an exciting morning, we headed to lunch in Weslaco. 

 

After lunch at Jason ’s Deli, which quickly became everyone’s favourite because of the fabulous salad bar, we 

headed to the National Butterfly Center (NBC). Oh, and the butterflies absolutely shone! Pride of place goes to 

the Maurice Hairstreak, a tropical butterfly that only rarely makes it to the USA. We had hardly got out of the 

vehicles when other patrons were already telling us about this rarity. Everyone got a good look at this large 

Hairstreak. And then the group spent 30 minutes or more in the flower beds of Lantana and Mistflower in front 

of the main building! We hadn’t even got through the door and we were seeing Fiery Skipper, Orange Sulphur, 

Mallow Scrub-Hairstreak, Ceraunus Blue, Common Buckeye, Dainty Sulphur, and Southern Skipperling. 

Eventually, we dragged ourselves into the main gardens and along the wooded Hackberry Trail. Other species 

encountered included South Texas Satyr, Texan Crescent, Mexican and Variegated Fritillary, Western Pygmy-

blue, and Pipevine Swallowtail. We managed to see over 30 butterfly species throughout the day, plus the 

intimidating Tarantula Hawk Wasp. Exciting for the birders was Clay-colored Thrush, which was previously a 

rare find in the area but now a few pairs are resident. There was a fantastic warbler flock including Black-and-

White, Nashville, Wilson ’s, Orange-crowned, and Myrtle Warbler feeding on emerging termites, and we saw five 

different flycatcher species. Not to forget the mammals, we spotted a young Eastern Cottontail nibbling on the 

plants below the pavilion at the back for the NBC. 
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Overwhelmed with our haul for the day, we tore ourselves away for the short drive to the birder-friendly Alamo 

Inn B&B and a wonderful Mexican dinner at the local El Dorado restaurant. 

Day 8 Sunday 17th November 

 “ Middle” Rio Grande Valley. 

The day started with clear skies, warm weather, and a flyover flock of Green Parakeet as we boarded the vehicles 

for the day. This was soon followed by Common Ground-Dove flying alongside the vehicles as we drove to our 

first destination: Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge. We spent all morning at this refuge wandering around the 

ponds and through the wooded trails. There was plenty of activity around the pools. We spotted flyover Greater 

White-fronted Geese, feeding Bufflehead, numerous Inca Dove, and we flushed a Common Pauraque as we 

walked the trail. At the ponds we were able to brush up on our wader identification with Greater and Lesser 

Yellowlegs, Black-necked Stilt, Stilt and Least Sandpiper, Long-billed Dowitcher all allowing close approach. We 

also saw adult and juvenile Gray Hawk, Tropical and Couch’s Kingbird and our first White-faced Ibis. And we 

spotted a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher which proved very obliging and photogenic while it fed in the Pinkweed. The 

invertebrate sightings included a Texas Giant Walking Stick, Yellow Garden Spider, Laviana White Skipper, 

Lyside Sulphur, Fatal Metalmark, Soldier, and flyby Tropical Daggerwing. We also saw additional “herps” 

including Rio Grande Leopard Frog, Texas Spiny Lizard, and Eastern Fence Lizard. Everyone had stomach 

enough to climb the tower and walk the swing bridge above the canopy, which afforded great views of the refuge 

and surrounding area. We can confirm it’s flat, flat, flat for a very long way in the valley! 

 

Following a slightly later lunch, we completed the day at Anzalduas County Park along the banks of the Rio 

Grande. From the US park, there are clear views of Mexico and the town and popular picnic area on the other 

side of the river. As we strolled through the park, we saw a Merlin, had another chance to compare Tropical and 

Couch’s Kingbird, and a Striped Skunk made a rare daily appearance as it foraged in the grassy field. We ended 

the day, as it began, with a large flock of Green Parakeet noisily flying around the supermarket car park where we 

collected supplies. 

 

Our first choice, Willie’s BBQ, was closed after some mix-up with dates and times, so dinner was back at El 

Dorado in Alamo again. On the walk to the restaurant, one of the guests used a bat detector to investigate what 

could be flying around. An incredible six species were detected including Silver-haired, Hoary, Southern Yellow, 

Evening, Eastern Red, and Seminole Bat. 

Day 9 Monday 18th November 

“Middle” Rio Grande Valley 

The weather continued to be nice and more typical of south-east Texas, so we spent the morning at the National 

Butterfly Centre in Mission again to catch up on some butterfly species. We initially drove down to the levee and 

walked towards the dock by the Rio Grande. As we strolled, we had brief views of Javelina, and a White-tailed 

Hawk flew over our heads. At the river, we saw Texas Toad, Celia’s Roadside Skipper, and Texas Powdered 

Skipper. An Audubon’s Oriole called briefly, but despite much searching we couldn’t locate this local rarity. 

Later, back at the main center and gardens, the group had good views of the normally shy Northern Beardless-

Tyrannulet and photographic opportunities of both Ruby-throated and Black-chinned Hummingbird at the 
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feeders, allowing comparison of these difficult to separate species. We saw many of the butterflies noted on the 

previous visit, but new butterflies seen on the Hackberry Trail included Brown Longtail, Zebra Heliconian 

(Longwing), and Large Orange Sulphur. Along the trail, we also spotted Blue Spiny Lizard and Northern 

Mockingbird feeding side-by-side on emerging flying ants.  

 

After lunch, the afternoon was spent at Bentsen Rio Grande Valley State Park where we strolled the park roads 

and trails. At the resaca, we heard Least Bittern but were frustratingly unable to find it in the reed bed. We did 

find a distant Nutria (Coypu), an introduced species, in the reed bed as we scanned for marsh birds. As we sat in 

the hide, we had great views and photographic opportunities of the Javelina sat just feet away from us. Also, we 

were offered lovely views of bathing Green Jay while in the hide. A Northern Racoon was spotted at one of the 

feeding stations and some had a fleeting glimpse of a Greater Roadrunner as it leapt from the verge into the 

undergrowth. One additional butterfly was spotted at Bentsen, a Cassius Blue. Once again, we saw the evening 

flyover of Green Parakeet on the way back to our accommodation. 

 

After a long and warm day, many in the party were weary, so we ate tasty take-away burgers from a local 

restaurant while socializing at the Alamo Inn B&B. 

Day 10 Tuesday 19th November 

Edinburg Scenic Wetland & Lower Rio Grande National Wildlife Refuge  

We said our farewells to Keith and the staff at the Alamo Inn B&B and headed to Edinburg Scenic Wetland, 

where we enjoyed lovely strolls by the pools and through the gardens. The butterfly gardens here are extensive 

and full of butterflies! We saw many of the species previously encountered, but new for the trip were White 

Peacock, Mournful, Funereal, and Horace’s Duskywing, American, Lady, and best of all; Guava Skipper. This 

almost mythical butterfly is stunning, and we met many local butterfliers keen to see this beauty also. A 

Diamondback Water Snake was spotted by a guest, and the group also saw Spiny Softshell and Melanistic Red 

Slider Turtle. Among 56 species of birds, we had lovely views of White Pelican as they collectively fished in the 

pond, and spent time studying Neotropic and Double-Crested Cormorants at their rookery. We also saw Ruby-

throated Hummingbird, Long-billed and Curve-billed Thrasher, and close views of the beautiful Blue-Headed 

Vireo. 

 

After a full morning, we found ourselves at Jason’s Deli for lunch. Once again proving popular because of the 

salad bar and complimentary ice cream! Subsequently, we drove north via La Sal del Ray, “the King’s Salt,” area 

in the Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge. This salt lake is one of three naturally occurring in 

South Texas, which apparently are seven times saltier than the ocean. Along the way, we saw White-tailed Deer 

and had brief views of Bobwhite at the side of the road. Once in the refuge, we drove a dirt road and found a 

male Pyrrhuloxia, a specialty in this dry area and finally a distant Greater Roadrunner, which we had been 

surprised not to see for days! Then because we had broken the spell, we spotted two closer Greater Roadrunner 

by the road. We pulled over and watched the Roadrunner jumping up to collect and eat caterpillars off a bush. 

Everyone got great photos and we were really happy to see this enigmatic bird up close. As we watched the 

Roadrunner, we also noticed Clay-coloured Thrush and Green Jay in the same area. 

 

Once again back at Knolle Farm Ranch, we settled in and noted that the flock of Sandhill Crane had really 

increased with the new migrants which had arrived during the last week. A lone Snow Goose joined a large 
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group of Greater White-fronted Goose, while large numbers of Stilt Sandpiper joined the other, now familiar, 

resident birds that we had seen previously. After a lovely dinner and relaxation, we retired early because of the 

following day’s early start. 

Day 11 Wednesday 20th November 

Aransas National Wildlife Refuge & San Antonio 

We rose early and left Knolle Farm Ranch at 5:00am to drive through the fog to the boat dock near Rockport. 

There, we met Captains Lori and Kevin, our guides for the morning. The sun was just coming up as we departed 

the dock at 6:30am and headed onto the lagoon in Aransas National Wildlife Refuge. Luckily the fog had cleared, 

and morning dawned warm and clear. Aransas National Wildlife Refuge is a 114,657 acre protected area situated 

on the southwest side of San Antonio Bay along the Gulf Coast of Texas. It is also well known because of its 

wintering flock of endangered Whooping Crane, the tallest North American bird. Reduced to just 21 birds in the 

1940s, dedicated conservation efforts have resulted in a wild population of more than 500 birds today. We were 

very happy that we had postponed the original boat trip since the conditions and visibility were much more 

amenable to see these majestic birds. We gently motored past shoals and small islands sighting Common Loon, 

American Oystercatcher, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Whimbrel, Long-billed Curlew and Marsh Wren. We also 

had brief glimpses of Bottle-nosed Dolphin dorsal fins as we motored out. After turning into the channel by an 

island, we saw a family of three Whooping Crane feeding on Wolfberry bushes. We watched them for a while 

before the male flew off to intercept a second male Whooping Crane. The female and colt followed shortly after. 

As the birds took off, we got a better appreciation of their seven foot wingspan and majesty. Heading further up 

the channel we saw Hooded Merganser and Reddish Egret feeding in an island pool and a large feral hog 

enjoying the abundance on the island. As we headed back down the channel, we spotted a far closer Whooping 

Crane hunting in a pool. The crane was struggling to catch a large crab, which it eventually dropped. Our guides 

explained that this must be a youngster because an adult crane would never lose its prey. As we headed back to 

the dock a pod of Bottle-nosed Dolphin put on a magnificent display, breaching and circling the boats. What a 

spectacular morning. 

 

We stopped at a local diner in Rockport for lunch and drove north to San Antonio. It was uneventful drive other 

than a large flock of Snow Geese in a stubble field by the road. We arrived in downtown San Antonio, checked 

into our hotel and had dinner in a restaurant on the Riverwalk. 

Day 12 Thursday 21st November 

San Antonio and fly London 

The final morning was a free morning for everyone to explore San Antonia. Luckily, everything is within easy 

walking distance of the hotel and everyone went their separate ways to The Alamo, along the Riverwalk and 

perused the shops. Several guests found Mallard and Blue Jay along the Riverwalk. We met for lunch at the hotel, 

had a late check-out and drove to Austin for departing flights and final goodbyes. 

Day 13 Friday 22nd November 

Arrive London 

Everyone arrived home safely to a cooler, wintery UK. 
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only; I = Introduced)  

   November 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

1 Plain Chachalaca Ortalis vetula    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

2 Northern Bobwhite Colinus virginianus    
✓     

✓   

3 Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    
✓ ✓   

4 Black-bellied Whistling Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓   

5 Fulvous Whistling Duck Dendrocygna bicolor  
✓          

6 Snow Goose Anser caerulescens  
✓       

✓ ✓  

7 Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons  
✓ ✓    

✓ ✓ ✓   

8 Muscovy Duck (feral) Cairina moschata    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

9 Cinnamon Teal Spatula cyanoptera      
✓      

10 Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓  

11 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓  

12 Gadwall Mareca strepera  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓  

13 American Wigeon Mareca americana ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓       

14 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos          
✓  

15 Mottled Duck Anas fulvigula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓  

16 Mallard/Mottled Duck  Anas platyrhynchos/fulvigula         
✓   

17 Northern Pintail Anas acuta  
✓   

✓  
✓   

✓  

18 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca  
✓    

✓ ✓   
✓  

19 Redhead Aythya americana  
✓  

✓ ✓     
✓  

20 Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris    
✓        

21 Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis    
✓      

✓  

22 Bufflehead Bucephala albeola  
✓     

✓   
✓  

23 Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus  
✓        

✓  

24 Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis    
✓ ✓  

✓   
✓  

25 Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis      
✓ ✓     

26 Buff-bellied Hummingbird Amazilia yucatanensis    
✓  

✓   
✓   

27 Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris        
✓ ✓   

28 Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri      
✓  

✓    

29 Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus   
✓     

✓ ✓   



Birds & Butterflies of South Texas and the Rio Grande Valley  Tour Report 

 

 

2  © Naturetrek     December 19 
 

   November 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

30 Rock Dove - I Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

31 Eurasian Collared Dove - I Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

32 Inca Dove Columbina inca  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓   

33 Common Ground Dove Columbina passerina       
✓     

34 White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

35 Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

36 White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓  

37 Clapper Rail Rallus crepitans     
✓     H  

38 Sora Porzana carolina      
✓      

39 Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata    
✓ ✓       

40 American Coot Fulica americana    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓  

41 Sandhill Crane Antigone canadensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
✓   

42 Whooping Crane Grus americana          
✓  

43 Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus   
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓     

44 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

45 American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus          
✓  

46 Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus    
✓ ✓  

✓  
✓   

47 American Avocet Recurvirostra americana ✓ ✓ ✓      
✓   

48 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola     
✓     

✓  

49 Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus     
✓     

✓  

50 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus  
✓ ✓    

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

51 Piping Plover Charadrius melodus     
✓       

52 Snowy Plover Charadrius nivosus     
✓       

53 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus          
✓  

53 Long-billed Curlew Numenius americanus     
✓     

✓  

54 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres     
✓     

✓  

55 Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus ✓      
✓  

✓   

56 Sanderling Calidris alba     
✓     

✓  

57 Dunlin Calidris alpina    
✓ ✓     

✓  

58 Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓  

✓  
✓ ✓  

59 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri  
✓   

✓    
✓   

60 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus  
✓     

✓  
✓ ✓  
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Giant Walking Stick Enduring the “arctic chill” at Knolle Farm Ranch Common Pauraque Blue Spiny Lizard 

   November 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

61 Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus     
✓       

62 Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata  
✓ ✓    

✓  
✓   

63 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius ✓  
✓   

✓ ✓  
✓ ✓  

64 Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria    
✓ ✓ ✓      

65 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes    
✓ ✓  

✓  
✓ ✓  

66 Willet Tringa semipalmata     
✓     

✓  

67 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

68 Black Skimmer Rynchops niger     
✓     

✓  

69 Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
✓  

70 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

✓  

71 American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus     
✓     

✓  

72 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus          
✓  

73 Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia     
✓  

✓   
✓  

74 Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus     
✓     

✓  

75 Cabot's Tern Thalasseus acuflavidus    
✓ ✓     

✓  

76 Forster's Tern Sterna forsteri     
✓     

✓  

77 Common Loon Gavia immer          
✓  

78 Wood Stork Mycteria americana    
✓        

79 Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus ✓ ✓ ✓    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

80 Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓  

✓  
✓ ✓  

81 Anhinga Anhinga anhinga ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓   

82 American White Ibis Eudocimus albus ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓  

83 White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi       
✓     

84 Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

✓  

85 Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis        H    

86 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax    
✓ ✓ ✓   

✓ ✓  

87 Yellow-crowned Night Heron Nyctanassa violacea    
✓ ✓    

✓   

88 Green Heron Butorides virescens   
✓  

✓  
✓  

✓   

89 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis  
✓      

✓ ✓ ✓  

90 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

91 Great Egret Ardea alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

92 Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens     
✓     

✓  
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   November 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

93 Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor   
✓ ✓ ✓    

✓ ✓  

94 Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea    
✓ ✓     

✓  

95 Snowy Egret Egretta thula  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

96 American White Pelican Pelecanus erythrorhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
✓ ✓  

97 Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis     
✓     

✓  

98 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

99 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

100 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓  

101 White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus   
✓ ✓  

✓      

102 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus ✓    
✓    

✓   

103 Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

104 Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

105 Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

106 White-tailed Hawk Geranoaetus albicaudatus   
✓     

✓ ✓ ✓  

107 Grey Hawk Buteo plagiatus      
✓ ✓ ✓    

108 Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus  
✓ ✓ ✓   

✓ ✓    

109 Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni  
✓      

✓    

110 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓  

111 Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus  
✓ ✓         

112 Ferruginous Pygmy Owl Glaucidium brasilianum   
✓         

113 Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana   
✓  

✓ ✓   
✓   

114 Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

115 Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon    
✓ ✓  

✓  
✓ ✓  

116 Golden-fronted Woodpecker Melanerpes aurifrons ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

117 Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus ✓           

118 Ladder-backed Woodpecker Dryobates scalaris  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

119 Northern Crested Caracara Caracara cheriway ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

120 American Kestrel Falco sparverius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

121 Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis     
✓       

122 Merlin Falco columbarius ✓ ✓     
✓     

123 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus    
✓        

124 Red-crowned Amazon - I Amazona viridigenalis    
✓        
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Giant Walking Stick Enduring the “arctic chill” at Knolle Farm Ranch Common Pauraque Blue Spiny Lizard 

   November 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

125 White-fronted Parrot  Amazona albifrons    
✓        

126 Green Parakeet - I Psittacara holochlorus       
✓ ✓    

127 Northern Beardless Tyrannulet Camptostoma imberbe        
✓    

128 Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

129 Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans      
✓ ✓ ✓    

130 Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus      
✓      

131 Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus obscurus ✓ ✓ ✓    
✓  

✓   

132 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

133 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus    
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓    

134 Couch's Kingbird Tyrannus couchii   
✓    

✓ ✓    

135 Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus ✓ ✓ ✓    
✓ ✓ ✓   

136 Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

137 White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus     
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

138 Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius   
✓   

✓   
✓   

139 Green Jay Cyanocorax luxuosus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

140 Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata ✓           

141 American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos ✓           

142 Black-crested Titmouse Baeolophus atricristatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

143 Carolina Chickadee Poecile carolinensis ✓           

144 Verdin Auriparus flaviceps    
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

145 Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

146 Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

✓ ✓  

147 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

148 Cave Swallow Petrochelidon fulva     
✓  

✓     

149 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

150 Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris          
✓  

151 Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

152 House Wren Troglodytes aedon   
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

153 Blue-grey Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

154 Grey Catbird Dumetella carolinensis     
✓       

155 Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

156 Long-billed Thrasher Toxostoma longirostre   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
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   November 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

157 Curve-billed Thrasher Toxostoma curvirostre      
✓  

✓ ✓   

158 Common Starling - I Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

159 Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis ✓ ✓ ✓         

160 Clay-colored Thrush Turdus grayi      
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

161 House Sparrow - I Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

162 Buff-bellied Pipit Anthus rubescens ✓ ✓   
✓  

✓   
✓  

163 Sprague's Pipit Anthus spragueii   
✓         

164 House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus ✓           

165 Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria         
✓   

166 Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii ✓     
✓   

✓   

167 White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys ✓ ✓          

168 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis ✓ ✓    
✓  

✓  
✓  

169 Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina ✓ ✓ ✓     
✓    

170 Clay-colored Sparrow Spizella pallida      
✓    

✓  

171 Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus ✓           

172 Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus   
✓         

173 Olive Sparrow Arremonops rufivirgatus ✓   
✓    

✓ ✓   

174 Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta  
✓          

175 Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna ✓    
✓    

✓   

176 Western/Eastern Meadowlark  Sturnella neglecta/magna   
✓    

✓     

177 Altamira Oriole Icterus gularis    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

178 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus ✓   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

179 Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus     
✓       

180 Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater ✓ ✓  
✓        

181 Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

182 Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis     
✓       

183 Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia    
✓  

✓      

184 Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina     
✓       

185 Orange-crowned Warbler Leiothlypis celata  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

186 Nashville Warbler Leiothlypis ruficapilla     
✓ ✓      

187 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas      
✓ ✓ ✓    

188 Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi      
✓      
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   November 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

189 Mangrove Warbler (yellow) Setophaga petechia     
✓       

190 Myrtle Warbler Setophaga coronata ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓   

✓   

191 Yellow-throated Warbler Setophaga dominica      
✓      

192 Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens  
✓    

✓  
✓    

193 Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla      
✓  

✓ ✓   

194 Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

195 Pyrrhuloxia Cardinalis sinuatus         
✓   

196 Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea ✓           

Butterflies   
           

1 Pipevine Swallowtail Battus philenor      
✓ ✓ ✓    

2 Giant White Ganyra josephina         
✓   

3 Orange Sulphur Colias eurytheme      
✓ ✓ ✓    

4 Southern Dogface Colias cesonia      
✓  

✓    

5 Cloudless Sulphur Phoebis sennae      
✓ ✓  

✓   

6 Orange-barred Sulphur Phoebis philea       
✓     

7 Large Orange Sulphur Phoebis agarithe        
✓    

8 Lyside Sulphur Kricogonia lyside       
✓ ✓    

9 Little Yellow Eurema lisa ✓     
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

10 Dainty Sulphur Nathalis iole      
✓      

11 Gray Hairstreak Strymon melinus     
✓ ✓      

12 Mallow Scrub-Hairstreak Strymon istapa      
✓ ✓ ✓    

13 Dusky-blue Groundstreak Calycopis isobeon    
✓        

14 Western Pygmy-Blue Brephidium exile      
✓  

✓    

15 Cassius Blue Leptotes cassius        
✓    

16 Ceraunus Blue Hemiargus ceraunus      
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

17 Fatal Metalmark Calephelis nemesis       
✓     

18 Red-bordered Pixie Melanis pixe     
✓ ✓      

19 Gulf Fritillary Agraulis vanillae      
✓  

✓ ✓   

20 Zebra Heliconian Heliconius charithonia        
✓    

21 Variegated Fritillary Euptoieta claudia      
✓  

✓ ✓   

22 Mexican Fritillary Euptoieta hegesia      
✓ ✓     
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   November 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

23 Bordered Patch Chlosyne lacinia     
✓ ✓  

✓    

24 Texan Crescent Phyciodes texana      
✓      

25 Vesta Crescent Phyciodes vesta      
✓      

26 Phaon Crescent Phyciodes phaon      
✓  

✓    

27 American Lady Vanessa virginiensis         
✓   

28 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta      
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

29 Common Buckeye Junonia coenia      
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓  

30 White Peacock Anartia jatrophae         
✓   

31 Mexican Bluewing Myscelia ethusa    
✓  

✓      

32 Tropical Leafwing Anaea aidea       
✓     

33 Empress Leilia Asterocampa leilia     
✓  

✓     

34 Tawny Emperor Asterocampa clyton      
✓ ✓ ✓    

35 American Snout Libytheana carinenta      
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

36 Carolina (South Texas) Satyr Hermeuptychia sosybius      
✓  

✓    

37 Monarch Danaus plexippus ✓ ✓    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

38 Queen Danaus gilippus      
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

39 Soldier Danaus eresimus       
✓ ✓    

40 Guava Skipper Phocides polybius         
✓   

41 Brown Longtail Urbanus procne        
✓ ✓   

42 Texas Powdered-Skipper Systasea pulverulenta      
✓ ✓ ✓    

43 Sickle-winged Skipper Achlyodes thraso     
✓  

✓     

44 Horace's Duskywing Erynnis horatius         
✓   

45 Mournful Duskywing Erynnis tristis         
✓   

46 Funereal Duskywing Erynnis funeralis         
✓   

47 Common/White Checkered-Skipper Pyrgus communis/albescens    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

48 Tropical Checkered-Skipper Pyrgus oileus     
✓ ✓  

✓    

49 Laviana White-Skipper Heliopetes laviana      
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

50 Fiery Skipper Hylephila phyleus ✓    
✓ ✓  

✓ ✓   

51 Sachem Atalopedes campestris      
✓   

✓   

52 Whirlabout Polites vibex     
✓       

53 Orange Skipperling Copaeodes aurantiacus        
✓    

54 Southern Skipperling Copaeodes minimus      
✓  

✓    
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   November 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

55 Clouded Skipper Lerema accius     
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

56 Fawn-spotted Skipper Cymaenes odilia        
✓    

57 Celia's Roadside-Skipper Amblyscirtes celia        
✓    

58 Eufala Skipper Lerodea eufala     
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

59 Dunn Skipper Euphyes vestris     
✓    

✓   

60 Marius Hairstreak Rekoa marius      
✓      

61 Saucy Beauty Phaloesia saucia    
✓        

Other invertebrates   
           

1 Tarantula Hawk Wasp Pepsini      
✓  

✓    

2 Red Saddlebags Tramea onusta     
✓       

3 Variegated Meadowhawk Estero Llano      
✓      

4 Yellow Garden Spider Argiope aurantia       
✓     

5 Texas Giant Walking Stick Megaphasma denticrus       
✓     

Mammals (D = Dead; * = bat detector) 
           

1 Nine-banded Armadillo Dasypus novemcinctus    
✓        

2 Black-tailed Jackrabbit Lepus californicus     
✓       

3 Eastern Cottontail Sylvilagus floridanus    
✓  

✓      

4 Coypu Myocastor coypus        
✓    

5 Hispid Cotton Rat - E Sigmodon hispidus    
✓  

✓  
✓    

6 Bryant's Fox Squirrel Sciurus niger ✓ ✓ ✓   
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

7 Spotted Ground Squirrel Spermophilus spilosoma     
✓       

8 Coyote Canis latrans  
✓          

9 Striped Skunk Mephitis mephitis       
✓     

10 Northern Raccoon Procyon lotor    
✓    

✓    

11 Collared Peccary Pecari tajacu   
✓     

✓ ✓   

12 Common Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus     
✓     

✓  

13 White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
✓ ✓  

14 Mexican Free-tailed Bat Tadarida brasiliensis  D          

15 Feral Pig Sus scrofa   
✓       

✓  

16 Deermouse Peromyscus maniculatus   D         
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   November 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

17 Nilgai Boselaphus tragocamelus   
✓ ✓        

18 Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus    
✓  

✓      

19 Vole Sp Cricetidae        
✓    

20 Silver-haired Bat* Lasionycteris noctivagans       
✓  

✓   

21 Hoary Bat* Lasiurus cinereus       
✓  

✓  
✓ 

22 Northern Yellow Bat* Lasiurus intermedius         
✓   

23 Southern Yellow Bat* Lasiurus ega       
✓  

✓   

24 Evening Bat* Nycticeius humeralis       
✓     

25 Eastern Red Bat* Lasiurus borealis       
✓     

26 Seminole Bat* Lasiurus seminolus       
✓    

✓ 

27 Big Free-tailed Bat* Nyctinomops macrotis           
✓ 

28 Tricolored Bat* Perimyotis subflavus           
✓ 

Amphibians & Reptiles   
           

1 Rio Grande Leopard Frog Rana berlandieri       
✓     

2 American Alligator Alligator mississippiensis     
✓       

3 Texas Spiny Lizard Sceloporus olivaceus     
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

4 Blue Spiny Lizard Sceloporus cyanogenys        
✓    

5 Southern Prairie Lizard/Eastern Fence Lizard Sceloporus undulatus consobrinus       
✓     

6 Green Anole Anolis carolinensis  
✓          

7 Brown Anole Anolis sagrei      
✓      

8 Texas Spotted Whiptail Cnemidophorus gularis gularis     
✓   

✓ ✓   

9 Gopher (Bull) Snake Pituophis melanoleucus sayi        D    

10 Gulf Coast Ribbon Snake Thamnophis proximus orarius         
✓   

11 Western Diamondback Rattlesanke Crotalus atrox         D   

12 Red-eared Slider Trachemys scripta elegans      
✓  

✓    

13 Red-eared Slider (Melanistic version) Trachemys scripta elegans         
✓   

14 Texas Spiny Softshell Trionyx spiniferus emoryi         
✓   

15 Texas River Cooter Pseudemys texana      
✓ ✓     

16 Texas Toad Anaxyrus speciosus        
✓    

17 Suckermouth Catfish Hypostomus plecostomus        
✓    

18 Diamondback Water Snake Nerodia rhombifer         
✓   
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Giant Walking Stick Enduring the “arctic chill” at Knolle Farm Ranch Common Pauraque Blue Spiny Lizard 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk 

to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our 

recently returned holidays.  
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