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Tour Leaders:   Leon Marais  

    Jason Stewart 

 

Participants:    Gordon Mitchell 

Sandra Mitchell  

    David Wilson 

    Barbara Oxley    

    John Trinder 

    Jean Trinder        

    Alexander McMaster 

    Gregory Knowles   

    Audrey Foord  

Day 1 Tuesday 4th October 

Blyde River Canyon 

Nic and I collected the group at O R Tambo International Airport in Johannesburg and were soon on our way 

eastwards out of the city on a partly cloudy and fine morning. The journey was uneventful and we arrived in 

Graskop for lunch at 13h00. We then headed on to our accommodation at the Blyde River Canyon where we 

had a brief rest before a walk up to the canyon view site, during which we encountered a trio of beautiful 

Klipspringers. Later we met for dinner and then called it a night in anticipation of a busy nine days to come. 

Day 2 Wednesday 5th October 

Skukuza Rest Camp, KNP 

The day started off cold, windy and cloudy and stayed that way, though it did warm up a bit at the lower altitudes 

during the latter half of the day. After the standard morning coffee rendezvous, the group members had the 

choice of two options for the morning: an early walk along the Kadisi trail to see the spectacular Tufa falls and 

cascades, which took about 1.45 hours, or a later starting drive down to the lower view site and a short walk to 

see the Tufa falls, with the group split between the two activities. We then met for breakfast and departed, taking 

in the Three Rondavels view site and Lisbon falls before heading on to the Kruger.  

 

We entered just after mid-day and then spent the rest of the day game viewing. Despite the inclement weather 

the day was highly successful, with good views of Rhino, Buffalo and three Lions (2 females and a young male), 

who were not even interested in a herd of Impala which passed close by. Later in the afternoon we had two 

successive highlights - an Elephant herd crossing the road just in front of us, followed closely by 17 Wild Dogs 

with an Impala kill right next to the road. We witnessed some incredible interactions between the dogs, and all of 

us were blown away by the experience, to say the least. With the gates to the camp due to close, we headed back 

for time to freshen up before an al fresco barbeque dinner. 

Cat Count: 1 Lion sighting (3 individuals) and 1 Wild Dog sighting (17 individuals counted).  
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Day 3 Thursday 6th October 

Satara Rest Camp, KNP 

The morning dawned fine and clear after the cold, overcast weather of the previous day. We all met for a cup of 

coffee and a rusk at 05h15 and then headed out on a morning drive along the Sabie River. Not long into the 

drive we came across a male and female Lion pair, obviously a courting couple judging by the male's attentive 

behaviour. We sat for a while watching them and eventually they got up and copulated before lying down again 

to rest. Moving on we headed further down the river.  

 

At one of the pull-off spots Gregory spotted two Lions on the opposite bank. They only made a brief 

appearance however, but while waiting for them to reappear a Cape Clawless Otter popped up at the water’s 

edge and one of the young Lions got up to stalk it. The otter wasn't stupid however and made a swift retreat 

downstream. Only the second otter sighting in the Kruger for me and quite unusual to see it interacting with the 

Lion! We continued the drive, seeing plenty of general game, and ended up back at camp at 09h30 for breakfast.  

 

After breakfast there were a few hours to rest and relax in the camp, and at 13h30 we headed out again in search 

of big game, seeing Elephant, Rhino, Giraffe and the like. We then headed back to camp for a cup of tea before 

the group went out on a sunset drive in the park’s vehicle, on which they encountered some of the Wild Dog 

pack from the day before - 12 pups - and three male Lions and two Lionesses on a buffalo kill. All in all a great 

end to a great day, and we finished off with an al fresco barbeque dinner.  

Cat Count: 3 Lion sightings (9 individuals) and 1 Wild Dog sighting (12 individuals).  

Day 4 Friday 7th October 

Satara Rest Camp, KNP 

As usual we began with an early cup of coffee before setting out on a morning drive. We headed west out of the 

camp on a surprisingly cool morning, and not far out came across a troop of Vervet Monkeys calling out in 

alarm from the tree tops, a sure sign of the presence of a Leopard. We heard a Leopard calling, and determined 

that it was coming from the large drainage culvert underneath the road, literally right below us. One vehicle kept 

watch on one side and the other vehicle on the other side, and soon a magnificent male Leopard popped out on 

our left, giving us good views as he headed off, calling as he went.  

 

We then had two Lion sightings - two lionesses and a young male up first, followed by at least eight (other 

people had seen 15) in a pride. Then, on the way back to camp we came across the pack of Wild Dogs again. 

They were asleep, and not up to much at all, and I'm sure if it had been our first encounter with them instead of 

our third we would have been somewhat more excited…still, Lion, Leopard and Wild Dog before breakfast was 

not a bad start to the day!  

 

After breakfast we packed our bags and then departed, heading to Satara Rest Camp. Not far out of camp we 

passed a pride of Lions at a buffalo kill, and further on a single Lioness down in the riverbed, which, together 

with the four Lionesses we saw after lunch, made for a grand total of five Lion sightings for the day.  
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After arriving at Satara we had a bit of rest and then headed out on an afternoon drive, which produced Black-

backed Jackal, Slender Mongoose and Spotted Hyena, as well as plenty of Elephant, a White Rhino and Nile 

Crocodile. We then met for dinner and drinks before calling it a night. 

Cat Count:  5 Lion sightings (numerous individuals); 1 Leopard sighting (male); 1 Wild Dog 

sighting (numerous individuals).  

Day 5 Saturday 8th October 

Satara Rest Camp, KNP. 

We once again left camp early, heading south to Sweni waterhole and then east to Nwanetsi Picnic Site, where 

we had a short break before returning via the Nwanetsi creek. The morning produced two Spotted Hyenas, and a 

pride of Lions with numerous cubs. We couldn't be sure of the numbers, but it appeared to be part of a ‘super 

pride’ of 26 I'd seen on a previous Naturetrek trip in September.  

 

Back at camp we had breakfast and then a few hours of rest before heading out on an afternoon drive. At 

Nsemani water hole we had fantastic game viewing, with a pod of Hippos lounging in the muddy shallows, herds 

of Elephants mud bathing and a pride of 5 Lions (two males and three females) resting in the back ground. We 

also mounted a search for a Cheetah which had been seen in the area, but without any luck.  

 

We got back to camp at 15h30 and had a cup of tea before the group headed out on their sunset drive, on which 

they encountered the pride of 26 lions. After returning to camp we had a wonderful barbequed rump steak 

dinner, during which we were visited by an African Wild Cat and a Small-spotted Genet, a fitting end to a great 

day in the Kruger National Park. 

Cat Count: 3 Lion sightings (numerous individuals); 1 African Wild Cat sighting (1 

individual).  

Day 6 Sunday 9th October 

Nkorho, SSGR 

Leaving camp at the by now customary time of 05h30 we headed for the basalt plains north of Satara. Not far 

out of camp we spotted an African Wild Cat stalking through the grass. The Buffalo herd which had been 

camped close to the fence behind our chalets had also moved north, and we found them bedded down in a 

seething black mass of horns and bodies. A pride of Lions had also found them, and the seven individuals were 

lying in the grass a short distance away and keeping an eye on the herd. We watched for a while, but surmised 

that it could be hours before any move was made by the Lions - if they made a move at all, that is - and 

continued with our journey. We had a brief stop at the Timbavati Picnic Site before returning via the same route 

to find the Buffalo herd on the move and the Lions lying in the same spot as we'd seen them in earlier.  

 

Back at camp we had breakfast and then left the park, exiting at Orpen Gate and heading southwards through 

the village lands to the Sabi Sand Game Reserve. Not far into the reserve we came across a pair of male Lions, 

and then made our way to Nkorho Bush Lodge.  
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At the lodge we had lunch and then set off on an afternoon safari, which produced a young male Leopard lying 

on top of a large termite mound, a Boomslang in a tree and four new mammal species - Large-spotted Genet, 

White-tailed Mongoose, Side-striped Jackal and Serval (making for four cat species in one day!). Back at camp we 

had dinner around the fire before calling it a night. 

Cat Count: 2 Lion sightings (9 individuals); 1 African Wild Cat sighting (1 individual); 1 

Leopard sighting (1 male); 1 Serval sighting (1 individual).   

Day 7 Monday 10th October 

Nkorho, SSGR 

After morning coffee we boarded the vehicle, with guide Ruan and Thomas the tracker. We started off with a 

search for a Leopard which had been seen the evening before, but ultimately without any success. We saw plenty 

of game to keep us occupied though, including Elephant, Rhino and plenty of Buffalo. We also saw a male Red-

crested Korhaan in display to a female, showing off his seldom-seen red crest. We then got word that a pair of 

Cheetahs had been seen on the property to the south, but by the time we arrived in the area they had 

disappeared. We stopped for a cup of coffee, in the company of a small herd of Zebra, and then tried again for 

the Cheetah. We spotted them in the distance across a large clearing, but unfortunately weren't able to get any 

closer so had to suffice with binocular views. Towards the end of the drive some of the group walked the rest of 

the way back with Ruan and Thomas, having an exciting encounter with a small herd of Buffalo bulls, while the 

rest headed back to camp for some time to rest before breakfast.  

 

In the afternoon we set off on another safari, seeing plenty of buffalo, Elephant and other species, but no cats 

despite spending most of the afternoon tracking a Leopard and her cub, which served to show that things aren't 

always so easy.  

Cat Count: 1 Cheetah sighting (2 individuals).  

Day 8 Tuesday 11th October 

Nkorho Bush Camp, SSGR 

The morning safari started off well. First up was the Tshalala pride (5 females), two of which were catching the 

rising sun on top of a termite mound. The other three were feeling a little more energetic and were harassing a 

White Rhino cow and her large calf. The cow soon dispersed the Lions and they joined the other two up on the 

mound, making for wonderful photographic opportunities. After a while spent with them we searched for more 

game and then joined a Leopard sighting. Karula, the mother of the young male we'd seen a few days prior, was 

on the move through the bush, looking for prey. It was not easy to keep up with her, but we got some good 

views of her on the hunt and then stopped for a cup of coffee before heading back to camp. There we had 

breakfast, packed and departed for Elephant Plains Game Lodge, our last stop on the tour.  

 

Our afternoon safari started off with a trio of White Rhino, one of which was reported to be quite feisty so we 

gave him a bit of extra space. While we were watching the rhino a Leopard was spotted close by, by another 

vehicle, but it proved to be a skittish individual and we could only listen to the alarm calls of Kudu as he moved 

off.  
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Later on we encountered four male Lions, who were fast asleep and not too active to say the least. Moving on, 

our guide and tracker came across some fresh male Leopard tracks and set off on foot to follow up. They finally 

returned a half our later after being treed by a White Rhino with a very young calf and without finding the 

Leopard. We set off again for our sundowner stop and then encountered the young male Lion of the Styx pride 

(which have been seen on previous Just Cats! Tours) before heading back to camp for dinner. 

Cat Count: 3 Lion sightings (10 individuals); 1 Leopard sighting (1 female).  

Day 9 Wednesday 12th October 

Nkorho Bush Camp, SSGR 

The morning started cool and fresh, with a layer of mist hanging in the valleys. We found the young Styx pride 

male Lion in virtually the same place as the previous evening. At least he was sitting up this time, giving some 

good photo opportunities before he flopped back down to continue resting. Moving on we encountered Karula, 

the female Leopard we'd seen previously. She was on the hunt again, and she narrowly missed a Common 

Duiker right in front of us. Leaving her, we passed a trio of adult Elephant bulls before having a cup of coffee. 

On the way back to camp we had a brief view of another Leopard, but she was moving along a thickly vegetated 

riverbed so we couldn't follow her.  

 

Back at the lodge we had breakfast and afterwards some of the group went on a bush walk with the guide and 

tracker. In the afternoon we headed out again in search of Leopard. Following some tracks we spotted a Leopard 

in a riverbed being watched by two Buffalo bulls. The bulls eventually chased the Leopard, which turned out to 

be a large male. He wasn't 'vehicle friendly' however so although we had good views they were brief. After 

sundowners there was a request for some Spotted Hyenas and perhaps a Chameleon, both requirements being 

fulfilled on the way back to camp for our final dinner. 

Cat Count: 1 Lion sighting (1 male); 3 Leopard sightings (2 females and 1 male).  

Day 10 Thursday 13th October 

Departure 

The morning drive proved to be rather quiet as far as predators went. We searched the riverbeds for any sign of 

Leopard, but nothing was forthcoming. We did see plenty of general game and a herd of Elephants, but did 

record the second excursion of the trip on which no cats were seen. Not bad when you think about it - we had a 

success rate of around 95% with cats and also saw Wild Dog and Spotted Hyena to give us a full house on the 

big predator side, and two smaller cat species to give us 5 out of a possible 6 cat species. See the detailed 

mammal list for more details. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Mammals 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

1 Baboon, Chacma Papio ursinus              

2 Bat, Fruit (Peter's Epauletted) Mellivora capensis                    

3 Buffalo Syncerus caffer              

4 Bushbaby, Lesser Galago moholi                    

5 Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus              

6 Cat, African Wild Felis lybica                   

7 Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus                    

8 Duiker, Common Sylvicapra grimmia              

9 Elephant, African Loxodonta africana            

10 Genet, Large-spotted Genetta tigrina                  

11 Genet, Small-spotted Genetta genetta                   

12 Giraffe, Southern Giraffa camelopardalis            

13 Hare, Scrub Lepus saxatilis                  

14 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius             

15 Hyena, Spotted Crocuta crocuta                 

16 Impala Aepyceros melampus            

17 Jackal, Black-backed Canis mesomelas                   

18 Jackal, Side-striped Canis adustus                    

19 Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus                  

20 Kudu, Greater Tragelaphus strepsiceros            

21 Leopard Panthera pardus                 

22 Lion Pathera leo              

23 Mongoose, Banded Mungos mungo                    

24 Mongoose, Dwarf Helogale parvula                

25 Mongoose, Slender Galerella sanguinea                   

26 Mongoose, White-tailed Ichnuemia albicauda                    

27 Monkey, Vervet Cercopithecus aethiops             

28 Nyala Tragelaphus angasii                 

29 Otter, Cape Clawless Aonyx capensis                    

30 Reedbuck, Common Redunca arundinum                    

31 Rhinoceros, White Ceratotherium simum             

32 Serval Felis serval                    

33 Squirrel, Tree  Paraxerus cepapi             

34 Steenbok Raphicerus campestris               

35 Warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus            

36 Waterbuck, Common Kobus ellipsiprymnus               

37 Wild Dog Lycaon pictus                  

38 Wildebeest, Blue Connochaetes taurinus             

39 Zebra, Burchell's Equus burchelli            

Total cat and Wild Dog stats: 31 sightings; 5 species of Cat. 

Birds 

1 Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 

2 White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

3 African Darter Anhinga rufa 

4 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
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5 Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 

6 Great (White) Egret Casmerodiusa albus 

7 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

8 Green-backed Heron Butorides striatus 

9 Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 

10 Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 

11 Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 

12 Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus 

13 Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 

14 African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 

15 Hadeda Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 

16 Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 

17 Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 

18 White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 

19 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 

20 Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus 

21 Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 

22 Wahlberg’s Eagle Aquila wahlbergi 

23 African Hawk Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus 

24 Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 

25 Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus 

26 Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 

27 African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 

28 African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro 

29 Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 

30 Crested Francolin Francolinus sephaena 

31 Natal Francolin  (NE) Francolinus natalensis 

32 Swainson’s Spurfowl  (NE) Francolinus swainsonii 

33 Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 

34 Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostris 

35 Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 

36 Red-crested Korhaan (NE) Eupodotis ruficrista 

37 Black-bellied Korhaan Eupodotis melanogaster 

38 Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 

39 Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 

40 African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus 

41 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

42 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

43 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

44 Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 

45 Double-banded Sandgrouse  (NE) Pterocles bicinctus 

46 African Mourning Dove Streptopelia decipiens 

47 Cape Turtle Dove Streptopelia capicola 

48 Laughing (Palm) Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 

49 African Green Pigeon Treron calva 

50 Brown-headed Parrot Poicephalus cryptoxanthus 

51 Grey Go-away Bird Corythaixoides concolor  

52 Burchell’s Coucal  (E) Centropus burchellii 

53 African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis 

54 Southern White-faced Scops-Owl Otus leucotis 

55 Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 

56 Verreaux's (Giant) Eagle Owl Bubo lacteus 

57 African Black Swift Apus barbatus 

58 Little Swift Apus affinis 

59 Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 
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60 Giant Kingfisher Ceryle maxima 

61 Half-collared Kingfisher Alcedo semitorquata 

62 Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris 

63 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 

64 Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 

65 Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudata 

66 African Hoopoe Upupa africana 

67 Green Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 

68 Trumpeter Hornbill Bycanistes bucinator 

69 African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 

70 Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus 

71 Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 

72 Southern Ground Hornbill Bucorvus leadbeateri 

73 Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus 

74 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus 

75 Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 

76 Bearded Woodpecker Thripias namaquus 

77 Lesser Striped Swallow Hirundo abyssinica 

78 Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 

79 Eastern Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 

80 Pied Crow Corvus albus 

81 White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 

82 Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 

83 Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus 

84 Familiar Chat Cercomela familiaris 

85 Mocking Cliff-Chat Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 

86 African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 

87 Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 

88 Magpie Shrike Corvinella melanoleuca 

89 Grey-headed Bush Shrike Malaconotus blanchoti 

90 Retz's (Red-billed) Helmetshrike Prionops retzii 

91 Burchell’s Starling  (NE) Lamprotornis australis 

92 Cape 'Glossy Starling   Lamprotornis nitens 

93 Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

94 Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 

95 Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

96 Greater Double-collared Sunbird  (E) Nectarinia afra 

97 White-bellied Sunbird Nectarinia talatala 

98 Cape White-eye  (E) Zosterops pallidus 

99 Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger 

100 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

101 Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus 

102 Southern Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus 

103 Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis 

104 Yellow-fronted Canary Serinus mozambicus 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. Setting up a personal profile 

at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live; do please pay us a 

visit!  

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

