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Tour Leaders:    Leon Marais 

     Jason Stewart 

 

Participants:     Phillip Humphreys 

     Sheila Humphreys 

     Richard Marbrow 

     Helen Welton 

     Doreen Gascoine 

     Sheila Wright 

     Tim Ellis 

Day 0  Monday 15th October 

Travel from the UK 

Day 1 Tuesday 16th October 

Blyde River Canyon 

With a relatively speedy arrival and clearance through customs we were packed and on the road out of the airport 

by 08h30 on a nice sunny October morning. We had a fairly long drive to Graskop, where we stopped for lunch, 

and then headed on to the Blyde River Canyon, our first port-of-call. After settling in and getting a bit of rest we 

headed up to the resort’s Upper View Point, where we admired the view over the canyon and watched the 

setting sun turn the rocks a brilliant shade of orange. We then headed back down to our chalets and had time to 

freshen up before dinner in the Kadisi Restaurant.  

Day 2 Wednesday 17th October 

Skukuza, Kruger National Park 

After a warm and still early evening some of us awoke to strong winds in the early hours of the morning and by 

05h45, when we met up for tea and coffee, it was raining hard. October is usually a hot, dry month, but this year 

the rains had come early (and it was only this morning and one other morning on which our activities had to be 

delayed but not cancelled). So after coffee we headed back to our rooms and then met up at 07h00 for breakfast.  

 

After breakfast the weather had improved slightly and we managed to fit in a super walk down to the Lower 

View Point and back up via the Kadisi River. After the walk we packed and departed, taking in some of the 

sights of the Panorama Route – the Three Rondavels View Site and Lisbon Falls – on the way to Hayview, where 

we picked up some snacks before driving on to Phabeni Gate. There we transferred to our open vehicles and 

then headed into the park, having a pleasant afternoon drive to Skukuza Rest Camp. We then headed out on a 

late afternoon drive, - we didn’t manage to find any cats however, but did see plenty of general game, birds and 

reptiles.  
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Back at camp we had time to freshen up before dinner in the Selati Restaurant. On the way back to our 

rondavels (circular thatched chalets) we caught a Spotted Hyena in the headlights, skulking around the rooms 

looking for leftovers, as a first big predator for the trip.  

Cat Count: 0  

Day 3 Thursday 18th October 

Skukuza, Kruger National Park 

After a cup of coffee at 05h15 we headed off on a bright sunny morning, first coming across a large Elephant 

bull on the road, and then heading down the S114 dirt road to the Renosterkoppies (“Rhino Hills”) area, where 

we came across a Lion pride on the move in the road, comprising three huge males and two females, all in 

superb condition. They moved down the road in front of us for a while, lying down now and then, giving us 

superb photographic opportunities in a truly superb sighting. Moving on we came across another four Lionesses 

asleep in the grass close to the road, fast asleep and not giving us anything like the views we’d had with the 

earlier pride. Moving on we had breakfast at the Skukuza Golf Club, before heading back to camp for a rest.  

 

In the early afternoon we took a drive down the Sabie River, the highlight of which was a Lioness and three cubs 

with a very fresh Impala kill. The strange thing about it was that one cub was considerably older than the other 

two, but not old enough to be from a previous litter, according to the normal interval between litters of cubs. 

Perhaps she had adopted the older cub, but again that’s not normal in Lion behaviour. Anyway, we had great 

views of them feeding on the unfortunate Impala ram before heading back to camp to get ready for the sunset 

drive with the National Park guide, which produced further views of the Lions we’d seen with the kill, as well as 

Lesser Galago, Large-spotted Genet, Scrub Hare and Spotted Eagle-Owl. 

Cat Count: 4 Lion sightings (13 individuals)   

Day 4 Friday 19th October 

Satara, Kruger National Park 

Shaking things up a bit, instead of an early drive followed by a return to Skukuza for breakfast we left camp with 

our luggage and made our way all the way down the Sabie River to Lower Sabie Rest Camp, where we had 

breakfast on the deck overlooking a large weir in the river. On the way down the river we came across the Lion 

cubs in the same place as they’d been the day before, as well as another group comprising two Lionesses and one 

small cub resting up on a large granite boulder in the riverbed, while another highlight was watching a young 

Baboon coming very close to drowning in the river while trying to follow the rest of his troop. Fortunately he 

made it to the other side, wet and bedraggled but otherwise no worse for wear (though our joy at seeing him 

survive was somewhat diluted when some Baboons stole our instant coffee powder out of our coffee basket at 

Nkuhlu Picnic Site!).  

 

After breakfast we spent a little while watching Hippo’s and Nile Crocodiles at Sunset Dam and then headed up 

via the Nkumbe Lookout, from where we spotted a large herd of Buffalo, several Elephants and a Black Rhino 

(the first time we’ve recorded this species on a Just Cats Tour!).  
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We arrived in camp in the mid-afternoon and had a bit of a rest before heading out to Nsemani Dam, with 

plenty of general game to occupy us despite the fact that that no other cats were seen for the afternoon. We then 

had some time to freshen up before a barbeque dinner in the camp restaurant.  

Cat Count:  2 Lion sightings (six individuals). 

Day 5 Saturday 20th October 

Satara Rest Camp, KNP. 

At precisely the time we were to meet up for a cup of tea or coffee before the morning game drive the heavens 

opened with a terrific downpour, which put paid to our plans. Plan B was hastily thought up and we waited until 

07h00 for an early breakfast before heading out on a long drive when the rain had slackened off enough to allow 

for a game drive. Birds were showing well, coming out onto exposed branches to dry off a bit after the heavy 

rain, and we even found a small Slit-faced Bat roosting in a tree next to the road. After three hours we decided to 

return to camp for a comfort stop and to see if we could gain any info about cat sightings in the area. There was 

news of a Leopard on a kill about twenty kilometres west of the camp, so we set off to see if we could get lucky 

with a Leopard, in a manner of speaking that is. When we came across the scene there was another vehicle there, 

the occupants of which told us that this was indeed the right spot but they hadn’t seen any sign of a Leopard 

after twenty minutes of observation. They did point out the tree below which it had been seen, and with some 

close observation and trying of different angles of view we saw the top of his head through the grass, and settled 

in for a long stakeout. Eventually, after an hour or more and a few good views of his tail, he got up and started 

moving away, giving us reasonable views of our first Leopard for the trip, and certainly not the last.  

 

Back at camp we had a few minutes to get ready for our sunset drive, which was highly successful, producing a 

large Nile Crocodile blocking the road and four male Lions, among other things. Some members of the group 

decided to skip the sunset drive, and they had a cat sighting which comprised an African Wild Cat at close 

quarters in the camp.  

Cat Count: 1 Leopard sightings (one individual); 1 Lion sighting (four males); 1 African Wild Cat sighting (1 individual).  

Day 6 Sunday 21st October 

Elephant Plains, Sabie Sand Game Reserve 

For the final morning drive in Kruger we decided to go back past the spot where we’d seen the Leopard the 

previous day, in the hopes that he’s hoisted his kill during the night. Unfortunately he was nowhere to be seen, 

and we continued on via the Muzandzeni Picnic Site and the Sweni Creek road. Highlights included plenty of 

Giraffe, Zebra, Elephants and other general game, as well as a White Rhino mother and calf and a pair of 

African Hawk-Eagles, with a Scrub Hare kill.  

 

Back at camp we had breakfast and then made our way out of the Kruger via Orpen Gate and into the Sabi Sand 

Game Reserve via Gowrie Gate, arriving at Elephant Plains in time for a late lunch. At 16h00 we headed out on 

our first drive in the Sabi Sand Game Reserve with guide Richard and tracker Clement, which produced Side-

striped Jackal as a highlight for some, as well as an incredibly close encounter with an Elephant herd and a 

Spotted Hyena walking quite closely past us while we were having our sundowner drinks.  
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No cats were seen today, marking this as only the fourth full day without any cats in 13 Just Cats Tours (if you 

count Wild Dogs then that’s only three days on which no big predators have been seen, not counting day one of 

the trip of course on which there is no chance of big cats). We made up for it the following day!  

 

Back at camp we had time to freshen up before a wonderful dinner in the boma (circular outdoor eating area 

with a fire in the centre) and retired well satiated in anticipation of an exciting day to come. 

Day 7 Monday 22nd October 

Elephant Plains, Sabie Sand Game Reserve 

After an early cup of coffee and departure at 05h30 we set off in desperate need of some cats, and the day 

certainly didn’t disappoint. The main sighting of the morning was the four Lionesses of the ‘Breakaway Pride’, so 

named as they had split away from the Tsalala Pride some time ago, testament to the fluid nature of lion pride 

dynamics. On arrival at the sighting they were resting, though some Impala alarm calls got them quite excited (we 

also became excited and left the Lions temporarily to see what was causing the alarm calls. We couldn’t find any 

sign of another predator in the area however and so returned to the Lions). After that we spent some time 

watching termites constructing their nest, and also spent a long while watching a herd of Elephants bathing in 

some mud.  

 

After the mud bath we left the Elephants and headed back to camp for breakfast and a bush walk on a nice hot 

day (and the last time we saw the sun on the trip until late on the last day). We then had time to relax before 

another sumptuous lunch and a drive at 16h00.  

 

It was Leopard we were after for the afternoon and we did it in style with two individuals in two separate 

sightings. The first was Salayexe, a female Leopard with a cub (though we didn’t see the cub) and an individual 

we’ve seen on many previous tours. We caught up with her on the move through some fairly thick bush and 

eventually she popped out into the open and settled down to give us some great views, though we were 

interrupted by a huge Elephant bull coming past. Not long afterwards we had word of a big male Leopard close 

by, and arrived at the scene to find Tingana, one of the area’s dominant males, lying in an open clearing panting 

off a rather distended stomach (a kill had been found in the area but no actual Leopard was seen, and it was thus 

attributed to this animal). We then headed on to see what else we could find, and after a superb sunset recorded 

White-tailed Mongoose and Flap-necked Chameleon (one of seventeen reptiles and amphibians seen on the tour) 

before heading back to camp for the night.  

Cat Count: 1 Lion sighting (four individuals); 2 Leopard sightings (two individuals).  

Day 8 Tuesday 23rd October 

Nkorho Bush Camp, Sabie Sand Game Reserve.  

The day dawned cold and overcast, not great game viewing conditions and the only positive in terms of weather 

was that it wasn’t actually raining. Nevertheless we set off on our morning drive, which proved to be slow to 

start but picked up dramatically with the four females of the Breakaway Pride resting on the edge of the airstrip 

close to the lodge.  
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Two Hooded Vultures were hanging around them, looking to feed on their scats and when one of the Lionesses 

got up to do her business one of the vultures cam running over in anticipation of a meal – hard to stomach for 

us but for the Vultures the fresh Lion scat is full of usable protein. The Lioness however wasn’t letting that 

happen and spent some time chasing the Vultures off, which gave us some great action shot opportunities.  

 

We then headed back to camp and had breakfast before packing and heading on to Nkorho Bush Lodge, a forty 

minute drive away and our last stop on the tour. After arrival we had time to check out the Village, Lesser 

Masked and Red-headed Weavers nesting in the camp grounds before a light lunch and our afternoon safari at 

16h00. We saw a couple of Side-striped Jackals as well as both Large-spotted and Small-spotted Genets. We 

arrived back in camp at about 19h00 for a dinner around the fire before retiring in anticipation of a last full day.  

Cat Count: 1 Lion sightings (four individuals).  

Day 9 Wednesday 24th October 

Nkorho Bush Camp, Sabie Sand Game Reserve 

Once again the day started off cool and cloudy, though this time it didn’t seem to keep the cats in cover. Our 

first Leopard sighting was a bit of a stop-start affair. We were initially called into the sighting, then told to hold 

back, which put us on edge as the Leopard was close to two property boundaries and if it crossed either of them 

we would not have been able to follow it. While we were waiting to see what would happen (within sight of the 

vehicles at the sighting) Cedric, who was already leaving the sighting, found a second Leopard behind us and we 

turned around rather rapidly to go and take a look, catching up with a young male known as Wabayiza as he 

darted across the road. We followed him for a while, eventually losing him as he entered a well-vegetated ravine.  

 

Happy with another good Leopard sighting under the belt we had a coffee stop and then headed back to see if 

we could find the first Leopard (which we had not seen). Strangely enough we bumped into the young male 

Leopard again, who had come all the way back to the area in which we had first seen him, probably scared away 

by scent or other sign of another Leopard. Moving on, we then bumped into Thandie, an adult female Leopard 

(and mother of the young male Wabayiza), who was on the move and likely to be heading back to a den site 

where two young cubs were stashed away. We followed her as far as we could and had to leave her when she 

entered a drainage line. While working around to get back to the lodge we bumped into her again, getting a last 

few views before heading back for breakfast. Two different sightings of two different Leopards added up to a 

great morning and after breakfast we had time to relax on the last day of the safari.  

 

We had lunch and then headed out on a last afternoon safari, which was fairly quiet except for an encounter with 

an old Lioness, the 16-year old veteran named ‘Gogo’ (or Grandmother) somewhat affectionately by the guides, 

and a member of the Styx Pride. She was alone however, and roaring loudly to make contact with her pride, but 

to no avail, which was a sad moment for some of the group but part of life in the bush. We left her alone and 

headed on to see what else we could find, but didn’t manage to locate any more cats, though we did see both 

Side-striped and Black-backed Jackals before rolling into camp for a final dinner.  

Cat Count: 2 Leopard sightings (1 male and 1 female).  
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Day 10 Thursday 25th October 

Departure 

We started the morning off with a clear patch of sky overhead and some wonderful early morning sunshine. Not 

long into the drive we got word of a pair of mating Leopards not far away and caught up with them in a small 

clearing, where visibility was very good. We had a superb half-hour with them, a large male named Mvula and a 

female named Ntima. As they started to move off towards thicker bush we left them for a well-deserved coffee 

stop where we could celebrate the ending off of the trip with such an incredible highlight. We then headed back 

to the lodge to pack and have breakfast and then depart for Johannesburg and the airport where the tour came 

to an end.  

Cat Count: 1 Leopard sighting (1 females and 1 male).  

Day 11             Friday 26th October 

Return to the UK 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lionesses seen on day three 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Mammals ( = recorded but not counted) 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

1 Baboon, Chacma Papio ursinus              

2 Bat, Slit-faced (Common) Nycteris thebaica                    

3 Blesbok Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi                    

4 Buffalo Syncerus caffer               

5 Bushbaby, Lesser Galago moholi                    

6 Cat, African Wild Felis lybica                   

7 Duiker, Common Sylvicapra grimmia              

8 Elephant, African Loxodonta africana             

9 Genet, Large-spotted Genetta tigrina                   

10 Genet, Small-spotted Genetta genetta                    

11 Giraffe, Southern Giraffa camelopardalis               

12 Hare, Scrub Lepus saxatilis                  

13 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius              

14 Hyena, Spotted Crocuta crocuta               

15 Impala Aepyceros melampus            

16 Jackal, Black-backed Canis mesomelas                  

17 Jackal, Side-striped Canis adustus                 

18 Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus                   

19 Kudu, Greater Tragelaphus strepsiceros            

20 Leopard Panthera pardus                 

21 Lion Pathera leo               

22 Mongoose, Dwarf Helogale parvula               

23 Mongoose, Slender Galerella sanguinea               

24 Mongoose, White-tailed Ichneumia albicauda                    

25 Monkey, Vervet Cercopithecus aethiops             

26 Nyala Tragelaphus angasii                  

27 Rhinoceros, Black Diceros bicornis                    

28 Rhinoceros, White Ceratotherium simum                

29 Squirrel, Tree  Paraxerus cepapi                 

30 Steenbok Raphicerus campestris            

31 Warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus             

32 Waterbuck, Common Kobus ellipsiprymnus              

33 Wildebeest, Blue Connochaetes taurinus                

34 Zebra, Burchell's Equus burchelli            
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Birds 

    

Common name Scientific name 

Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 

White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

Reed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus 

African Darter Anhinga rufa 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

Great (White) Egret Casmerodiusa albus 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

Black Egret Egretta ardesiaca 

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 

Green-backed Heron Butorides striatus 

Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 

Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 

Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus 

Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 

Southern Bald Ibis  (E) Geronticus calvus 

Hadeda Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 

African Spoonbill Platalea alba 

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 

African Black Duck Anas sparsa 

Comb (Knob-billed) Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 

Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius 

Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 

White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 

White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis 

Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 

Wahlberg’s Eagle Aquila wahlbergi 

African Hawk Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus 

Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 

Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus 

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 

African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 

Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo 

Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 

African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus 

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 

Rock Kestrel Falco rupicolus 

Coqui Francolin Francolinus coqui 

Crested Francolin Francolinus sephaena 

Natal Francolin  (NE) Francolinus natalensis 

Swainson’s Spurfowl  (NE) Francolinus swainsonii 

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 

African Finfoot Podica senegalensis 
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Common name Scientific name 

Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 

Red-crested Korhaan (NE) Eupodotis ruficrista 

Black-bellied Korhaan Eupodotis melanogaster 

African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 

Senegal Lapwing  Vanellus lugubris 

Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 

White-crowned Lapwing Vanellus albiceps 

African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 

Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 

Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus 

Double-banded Sandgrouse  (NE) Pterocles bicinctus 

African Mourning Dove Streptopelia decipiens 

Cape Turtle Dove Streptopelia capicola 

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 

Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove Turtur chalcospilos 

African Green Pigeon Treron calva 

Purple-crested Turaco Tauraco porphyreolophus 

Grey Go-away Bird Corythaixoides concolor  

African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis 

Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius 

Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius 

Burchell’s Coucal  (E) Centropus burchellii 

African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis 

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 

Square-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus fossii 

White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 

Little Swift Apus affinis 

African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 

Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 

Giant Kingfisher Ceryle maxima 

Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata 

Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris 

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 

White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides 

Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 

Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudata 

Purple Roller Coracias naevia 

African Hoopoe Upupa africana 

Green Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 

Trumpeter Hornbill Bycanistes bucinator 

African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 

Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 

Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus 

Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 

Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 

Bearded Woodpecker Thripias namaquus 

Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana 

Sabota Lark  (NE) Mirafra sabota 
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Common name Scientific name 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 

Red-breasted Swallow Hirundo semirufa 

Lesser Striped Swallow Hirundo abyssinica 

Rock Martin Hirundo fuligula 

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 

Eastern Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 

Pied Crow Corvus albus 

White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 

Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 

Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus 

Sombre Greenbul Andropadus importunus 

Cape Rock Thrush  (E) Monticola rupestris 

Familiar Chat Cercomela familiaris 

Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana 

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 

Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus 

Magpie Shrike Corvinella melanoleuca 

Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla 

Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 

Southern White-crowned Shrike (NE) Eurocephalus anguitimens 

Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 

Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

Burchell’s Starling  (NE) Lamprotornis australis 

Cape Glossy Starling   Lamprotornis nitens 

Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 

Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

Southern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris chalybeus 

Greater Double-collared Sunbird  (E) Cinnyris afra 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird Nectarinia senegalensis 

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger 

Village (Spotted-backed) Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 

Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius 

Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps 

Green-winged Pytilia  Pytilia melba 

Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 

Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis 

Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 

 


