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Tour Leaders:    Toby Esplin 

Jason Stewart 

 

Participants:    Chris Chanter 

Hannah Chanter 

Ray Hoare 

Sue Hoare 

John Turner 

Jeanna Turner 

Aubrey Barnett 

Barbara Barnett 

Mary Peck 

Doreen Gascoine 

Day 1 Tuesday 14th October 

After a speedy arrival at the airport, we made our way through to the Outlook Lodge where we collected Chris & 

Hannah, who had arrived in South Africa on a self-drive safari 10 days prior. With clear blue skies and game-

drive spirits high, we made our way through to the Blyde River Canyon, having sightings of our first White 

Rhinoceros, Buffalo and Ostrich along the way. After a pleasant pancake lunch in Graskop and just prior to 

checking in to our accommodation for the first night, we stopped at the Three Rondawels View Site to admire 

what is considered to be the largest green canyon in the world, due to its subtropical foliage. While standing at 

the viewpoint we were fortunate enough to learn from Jason about the Common Flat Lizards (Platysaurus 

intermedius) that scurry across the rocks with their magnificent colouration. After checking in to our 

accommodation and having a short break to freshen up, we met for a short walk to the upper viewpoint, where 

we experienced a different angle of the Blyde River Canyon and had a short visual of the resident Rock Hyraxes 

trying to catch their last bit of sunlight before the cool evening set in. 

Day 2 Wednesday 15th October 

Skukuza, Kruger National Park. 

Ray & Sue joined Toby & Jason for an early morning walk down to the resorts lower viewpoint, while some of 

the later risers did their own walk around the bungalows, finding the resident Klipspringers and numerous bird 

species.  

 

After a filling breakfast we made our way down to the Phabeni gate of the Kruger National Park where we 

transferred our luggage into the Open Safari Vehicles and made a start to our safari. Only a few hundred metres 

into the Kruger, and we were rewarded with our first sighting of African Buffalo, several old males that were 

grazing in the long grasses alongside a dry river bed. Heading along to Skukuza we had sightings of a variety of 

general game animals including Hippopotamus, Crocodile, Kudu and Zebra. After checking in to the rooms, we 

headed out on our sunset drive and also saw our first Elephant, Giraffe and White Rhinoceros. 

 

Cat Count: 0 
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Day 3 Thursday 16th October 

Skukuza, Kruger National Park. 

Rising early in the morning, we all met up for tea and rusks before setting out in search of our first big cats! Only 

50 metres outside the camp we discovered a Spotted Hyaena pup chewing on a large bone. Moving on, and 

crossing over the Sabie river, we saw several species of game, including the secretive Nyala, Hippopotamus, 

African Buffalo. After a wonderful photo opportunity with a small herd of African Elephants, we crossed back 

over the Sabie river and stopped for a brief coffee break at the Nkuhlu picnic site, where Sue had some rather 

unexpected assistance to unwrap her chocolate bar from a sneaky Vervet Monkey.  

 

A little further down the road, we were rewarded with our first Lion sighting of 2 females laying deep beyond the 

reeds in the sandy river bed. After observing them for a short period, we decided to move on to a possible 

Leopard sighting; however, this was delayed when we caught a brief glimpse of another 4 female and 3 male 

Lions crossing through the shallow waters in the river. As they moved closer to us, a herd of Impala caught their 

attention, and a short stalk and hunt was attempted, but unsuccessfully. Missing the opportunity to see the 

Leopard, we stopped at the Sunset dam briefly for some nice sightings of the Nile Crocodiles and a few 

Hippopotamus, before moving on for a late brunch at Lower Sabie. Crossing the Sabie river once again after 

brunch, we had a distant, but open and clear, visual of a Leopard lying in the shade at the water’s edge. From 

here on, the drive back to Skukuza seemed to be relatively quiet, with most animals having moved deep into the 

bush, seeking shelter from the heat of the day. With the heat building up, we experienced a lovely thunder 

shower on our drive back, which seemed to attract a lot of smaller animals, such as the Leopard Tortoise, to 

drink from the first rain pools of the season. The rain continued intermittently into the evening, and when John 

and Jeanna met at the guide’s bungalow to complete their checklists with Jason and Toby, they were rewarded 

with a close-up visual of a Thick-tailed Bushbaby, that had found shelter from the rain on top of the bungalow’s 

outdoor kitchen cupboard. 

 

Cat Count: 2 Lion sightings (9 individuals) 1 Leopard sighting (1 individual). 

Day 4 Friday 17th October 

Satara Rest Camp, Kruger National Park. 

Leaving camp again this morning and we were greeted with another Spotted Hyaena sighting, but this time two 

playful pups chasing each other through the thick bush on the side of the road. After the rains from the previous 

night, there was a variety of Frogs calling out, but trying to spot any of them from the vehicles was another story. 

 

The morning started out slowly, but quickly changed after breakfast at Tshokwane, when we were watching the 

interaction between Cattle Egrets and one of their host mammal species, the Blue Wildebeest. Shortly after 

watching this, Toby noticed a Lioness nearby, crouching down in the open burnt veld. Scanning with the 

binoculars, he then saw another two lying a bit further off. We realised that they must have been stalking the 

Wildebeest for some time before we arrived, so we got ourselves into a good position and watched in 

anticipation as the Wildebeest, oblivious to the Lions, moved further away… Not sure of what was going to 

happen next, and with the Lions seemingly not interested in following the Wildebeest in the open, we were 

almost ready to accept missing a potential hunt and move on, until we noticed another small group of 
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Wildebeest moving in from behind the Lions. When the Lions noticed them they all assumed their hunting 

positions again, and when the Wildebeest were within striking distance, they pounced! 

 

To be witness to a kill is an incredibly fortunate experience, because it happens so quickly and often when you 

least expect it. However, this is also what makes a safari so exciting: you ever know what you’re going to see. In 

this instance, from the moment the Lions gave chase, to the moment they had the Wildebeest down and 

defenceless, was a total of no more than 40 seconds! 40 seconds out of a 10 day safari… blink and you would 

have missed it. 

 

Fortunately for all of us, we were the only people at the sighting; we were in a prime viewing position and we 

could foresee what was about to happen so, with our patience in waiting, we were rewarded with a once-in-a-

lifetime, and very special, sighting! After such an amazing experience, the drive towards Satara felt somewhat 

quiet, though we were all re-living the moment of the hunt over and over again, eagerly looking through and 

comparing each other’s photos. We had a short stop at the Sweni bird hide, where we had some nice interaction 

between a variety of bird species, then a quick leg stretch at the Nwanetsi lookout point, before checking in at 

Satara. A bonus of staying at the Satara Rest Camp is the resident African Wild Cat. It can be seen nightly, 

around the bungalows that have Little Swift nests. It sits patiently and focussed on the edges of the bungalows, 

and jumps precisely at the right time, more than 2 metres high, catching the Swifts as they fly in to their nests at 

the end of the day. 

 

A short afternoon drive to the Nsemani dam, a favourite destination for many people staying at the Satara rest 

camp before settling down for the evening, and we managed to get a sighting of a Leopard in a Marula tree. On 

our way from the bungalows down to the restaurant for dinner, we decided to do a bit of frogging and 

experience some of the less sought-after wildlife, finding species such as the Eastern Leopard Toad and the 

Tropical Platanna. 

 

Cat Count:  1 Lion sighting (3 individuals), 1 Leopard sighting (1 individual), 1 African Wild Cat sighting (1 

individual). 

Day 5 Saturday 18th October 

Satara Rest Camp, Kruger National Park. 

Leaving camp this morning and heading north from Satara, we were given an opportunity to see Spotted 

Hyaenas hunting and moving around in a group, as opposed to the normal sightings of individuals out 

scavenging. The animal they were after was also not a usual target animal, but a male Buffalo with a rather nasty 

open wound on its hind-quarters. The Buffalo was moving around in a relatively large herd of males (50+). To 

see so many males together, is on its own is a rare sighting, so the chances of the Hyaena being successful in 

subduing their prey was minimal. With that in mind, we moved on, to find three young male lions sitting at 

watering hole with some curious and thirsty Wildebeest nearby. The Wildebeest perhaps had a different 

perception of how close the Lions actually were to them, and most of them stopped to drink but, at the same 

time, kept a watchful eye. Heading towards the Timbavati picnic area, we heard that we had just missed the 

resident pride of White Lions that move through that area. Due to the frequency of sightings of White Lions in 

the Timbavati region, it was believed by some people that the White Lion was a rare sub-species; however, it is 

actually just a case of inheritable recessive genes that create this condition, which is found in many different 
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species and is characterised by reduced pigmentation, giving them an Albino appearance. The main difference to 

true Albinism is the fact that some pigment is still visible, normally in the eyes, lips and paw pads. 

 

On our way down to the Nsemani Dam, we enjoyed some interesting sightings and feeding interaction from a 

Bateleur, White-backed Vultures and a Tawny Eagle. At the dam, we found another six Lions attempting to hunt 

a Warthog, then another three Lions resting in the shade after lunch. In the evening, everyone headed out on the 

sunset drive, and had another sighting of five of the same Lions that we had seen before lunch at Nsemani Dam. 

 

Cat Count: 4 Lion sightings (17 individuals). 

Day 6 Sunday 19th October 

Nkorho Bush Camp, Sabi Sand Game Reserve. 

Today, the morning drive was rather quiet. However, we did have a nice close up visual of a male Lion lying on 

the side of the road, then a distant visual of five of the six Lions in the Nsemani Dam area. We then headed out 

to the Sabi Sand Game Reserve, where we were greeted by a bull Elephant. We checked in to Nkorho Bush 

Camp for a delicious lunch and a moment of relaxation, before heading out on a sunset drive. Just outside the 

camp, we had a rather pleasant sighting of a White Rhinoceros bull. However he seemed a bit skittish, so we 

took a few photos and then moved on. Nkorho Bush Camp shares a boundary with the Kruger National Park, 

which means that, occasionally, the animals that move through the area are those that normally reside in Kruger, 

and are not so used to the vehicles approaching so close. One of the most public issues with Rhinoceros at the 

moment, is the impact that poaching is having on the population. To date, the Kruger National Park alone has 

lost some 672 Rhinos since the beginning of 2014. However, the Sabi Sand Game Reserve has only lost 6, 

believed to be due to the frequent monitoring methods they have put in place. After a nice sundowner in the 

bush, and a nice sighting of a White-tailed mongoose, we made our way back to camp and were welcomed with a 

special sighting of two Side-striped Jackals as we stopped at the reception. 

 

Cat Count: 2 Lion sightings (6 individuals). 

Day 7 Monday 20th October 

Nkorho Bush Camp, Sabi Sand Game Reserve. 

Waking to the calls of the Diederik Cuckoo and after a refreshing cup of coffee, we headed just outside the camp 

where we found a small breeding herd of Elephants, that looked as though they might have come to the camp’s 

watering hole to drink. Following them through the thick bush was rather exciting, and a completely different 

experience from the previous days we had spent in Kruger. With the morning’s drive being relatively quiet, we 

stopped a short distance from the lodge, and everybody joined Nkorho’s guides (Choert and Werner) for a 

guided walk back to the lodge, during which we learnt about some of the smaller things of the bush. 

 

After a relaxing midday around the lodge, where people had an opportunity to take photos of the resident Red-

headed Weavers and to wind down, we headed out for our sunset drive and managed to find some fresh 

Leopard tracks. These had been made by female Leopard known as Thandi, who had only a week or two prior 

given birth to two cubs. Chris (Choert’s tracker) decided to follow the tracks on foot, while Choert and half of 



South Africa - Just Cats! Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     February 15 5 
 

the group tried to pick up any fresh activity along the roadways, from the safety of the vehicle. A short while 

later, Choert received radio communication from Chris, that he had found the Leopard cubs, but that they were 

hiding in a termite mound. With hope that they might come out of the termite mound again if people sat quiet 

enough, Choert’s vehicle decided to stay in the area and wait it out for a short while; however, the cubs didn’t 

participate. At the same time as all of this was happening, Werner’s vehicle received information about a pride of 

Lions that had taken down a Buffalo. The majority of the Lions were lying in the roadway, after gorging 

themselves as much as they could, but five of the 14 Lions were still busy feeding from the carcass, which lay no 

more than three metres from the vehicle. 

 

Cat Count: 1 Lion sighting (14 individuals). 

Day 8 Tuesday 21st October 

Elephant Plains, Sabi Sand Game Reserve. 

Leaving the lodge this morning, and investigating the boundary road that separates Kruger from the Sabi Sand, 

we managed to find the resident pair of Side-striped Jackals, basking in the early morning sunshine. Shortly after 

leaving the Jackal sighting, we were fortunate enough to encounter a pack of African Wild Dogs. Some of the 

dogs were rather playful, while others were ready to hunt. Werner managed to get a puncture while at the 

sighting, so had to move a short distance away so that he and his tracker Victor could change the tyre, though he 

moved back in to the sighting a short while later, to make up for the flat. However, in an interesting turn of 

events, he managed to get another puncture, but this time had no way of moving out of the sighting. After a 

radio call to Choert to bring another spare, Werner’s vehicle sat watching the Wild Dogs move around them, 

playful and energetic in the early morning sun, until a Spotted Hyaena was seen trying to steal a piece of an 

Impala carcass that the dogs had killed earlier that morning. Needless to say, the Wild Dogs cornered the Hyaena 

into a hole in a termite mound and, after a lot of noise and commotion, chased the Hyaena away. Moving on 

from the Wild Dogs, and leaving Werner and Victor to manage their flat tyre, Choert managed to find a young 

male Leopard known as Quarantine, casually wandering through the bush with no real direction or concern. This 

made for some wonderful photos, until he eventually moved into thicket and we could no longer follow him. 

After some sightings of a few other species, such as an old Buffalo bull that had been wading in a mud pool, 

Choert’s vehicle managed to find the Wild Dogs again. However, this time the adults were about to leave the 

younger pups behind, while they went to hunt. Stopping at the small waterhole, where the adults had left the 

pups, was quite entertaining, with the pups using the vehicle as an obstacle to run around and under, chasing 

each other with not a care in the world.  

 

We returned to the lodge for breakfast and then packing the bags, ready to move on to Elephant Plains. We said 

our farewells to the staff at Nkorho, and set off to start the last leg of our journey. After a pleasant lunch at 

Elephant Plains, we headed out on our sunset drive, starting off with a nice visual of the “Breakaway” pride of 

Lions that had been at the Buffalo kill the night before. We sat with them for a short time, before moving on and 

finding the Wild Dogs from earlier in the day, but this time it was only the adults, out on a hunt. 

 

Cat Count: 1 Lion sighting (12 individuals), 1 Leopard sighting (1 individual); also 3 Wild Dog sightings (51 

individuals). 
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Day 9 Wednesday 22nd October 

Elephant Plains, Sabi Sand Game Reserve. 

Only a few hundred metres from camp we found the “Breakaway” pride of Lions walking towards a small 

waterhole, and stopping to drink. The weather was overcast and drizzling, so the photographic opportunities 

weren’t really there, but the privilege of being able to watch the Lions drink and then play will be stored in our 

memories for ever. 

The night drive gave us a sighting that few people get to witness, a pair of Leopards mating: a large male called 

Mvula and a young female, Quatele. The vocalisations from a Leopard when copulating is enough to send a chill 

down anyone’s spine! 

 

Cat Count: 1 Lion sighting (12 individuals), 1 Leopard sighting (2 individuals). 

Day 10 Thursday 23rd October 

Departure. 

Heading out for the last game drive of the trip, everyone was rewarded with some very special sightings! Firstly, 

we found two male Lions (the Matimba’s), on a Hippo carcass that looked as though it had been stolen from the 

“Breakaways” during the night. Then, shortly afterwards, we had another sighting of the female Leopard Quatele 

mating, but this time with a different male called Tingana. 

 

After a last breakfast at Elephant Plains, everybody packed their bags and said their goodbyes to Toby and the 

staff at Elephant Plains, before getting their transfer back to Johannesburg airport, though after such an 

incredible 10 days! 

 

Cat Count: 1 Lion sighting (2 individuals), 1 Leopard sighting (2 individuals). 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals (= recorded but not counted) 

 
    October 

 
Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

1 Baboon, Chacma Papio ursinus      
    

2 Buffalo Syncerus caffer          

3 Bushbaby, Lesser Galago moholi 
      

 
  

4 Bushbaby, Thick-tailed Otolemur crassicaudatus 
  

 
      

5 Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus 
 

    
  

  

6 Cat, African Wild Felis lybica 
   

 
     

7 Dassie, Rock (Hyrax) Procavia capensis  
        

8 Duiker, Common Sylvicapra grimmia 
 

        

9 Elephant, African Loxodonta africana 
 

        

10 Genet, Small-spotted Genetta genetta 
    

 
    

11 Giraffe, Southern Giraffa camelopardalis 
 

        

12 Hare, Scrub Lepus saxatilis 
 

 
   

   
 

13 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius 
 

      
 

 

14 Hyaena, Spotted Crocuta crocuta 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

15 Impala Aepyceros melampus 
 

        

16 Jackal, Side-striped Canis adustus 
    

  
  

 

17 Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus 
   

 
     

18 Kudu, Greater Tragelaphus strepsiceros 
 

        

19 Leopard Panthera pardus 
  

  
   

 
 

20 Lion Pathera leo 
  

       

21 Mongoose, Dwarf Helogale parvula 
 

   
 

 
   

22 Mongoose, Slender Galerella sanguinea 
    

  
   

23 Mongoose, White-tailed Ichneumia albicauda 
     

 
   

24 Monkey, Vervet Cercopithecus aethiops 
 

      
 

 

25 Nyala Tragelaphus angasii 
 

        

26 Porcupine Hystrix africaeaustralis 
    

 
    

27 Reedbuck, Common Redunca arundinum 
  

 
      

28 Rhinoceros, White Ceratotherium simum    
 

  
 

 
 

29 Squirrel, Tree  Paraxerus cepapi 
 

        

30 Steenbok Raphicerus campestris 
 

        

31 Warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus 
 

        

32 Waterbuck, Common Kobus ellipsiprymnus 
 

        

33 Wild Dog Lycaon pictus 
       

  

34 Wildebeest, Blue Connochaetes taurinus 
 

        

35 Zebra, Burchell's Equus burchelli 
 

        

Birds (E= endemic; NE = near endemic) 

Common name Scientific name 

Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 

White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

Reed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus 

African Darter Anhinga rufa 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Black-headed Heron Adrea melanocephala 

Great (White) Egret Ardea (Casmerodiusa) albus 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

Green-backed Heron Butorides striatus 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 

Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 
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Common name Scientific name 

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 

African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus 

Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 

Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus 

Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 

African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 

Southern Bald Ibis  (E) Geronticus calvus 

Hadeda Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 

African Spoonbill Platalea alba 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 

Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulate 

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 

Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 

Cape Vulture (E) Gyps coprotheres 

White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 

Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotus 

White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis 

Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 

African Cuckoo Hawk Aviceda cuculoides 

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 

Wahlberg’s Eagle Aquila wahlbergi 

African Hawk Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus 

Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus 

Black-chested Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus 

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 

African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 

Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo 

Little Sparrowhawk Accipter minullus 

Shikra Accipter badius 

Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 

Dark Chanting Goshawk Melierax metabates 

Coqui Francolin Francolinus coqui 

Crested Francolin Francolinus sephaena 

Natal Francolin  (NE) Francolinus natalensis 

Swainson’s Spurfowl  (NE) Francolinus swainsonii 

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 

Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostris 

Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 

Red-crested Korhaan (NE) Lophotis (Eupodotis) ruficrista 

Black-bellied Korhaan Lophotis (E.) melanogaster 

African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 

Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 

White-crowned Lapwing Vanellus albiceps 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 

Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 

Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus 

Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 

African Mourning Dove Streptopelia decipiens 

Cape Turtle Dove Streptopelia capicola 

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 

Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove Turtur chalcospilos 

African Green Pigeon Treron calva 

Brown-headed Parrot Poicephalus cryptoxanthus 



South Africa - Just Cats! Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     February 15 9 
 

Common name Scientific name 

Purple-crested Turaco Tauraco porphyreolophus 

Grey Go-away Bird Corythaixoides concolor  

African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis 

Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius 

Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus 

Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius 

Levaillant’s Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii 

Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius 

Burchell’s Coucal  (E) Centropus burchellii 

African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis 

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 

Spotted Eagle Owl Bubo africanus 

Verreaux’s Eagle Owl Bubo lacteus 

White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 

Little Swift Apus affinis 

Alpine Swift Apus melba 

African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 

Giant Kingfisher Ceryle maxima 

Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata 

Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis 

Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris 

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 

Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 

Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudate 

Purple Roller Coracias naevia 

African Hoopoe Upupa africana 

Green Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 

African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 

Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 

Southern Ground Hornbill Bucorvus leadbeateri 

Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus 

Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 

Bennett’s Woodpecker Campethera bennettii 

Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea 

Sabota Lark (NE) Mirafra sabota 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

Red-breasted Swallow Hirundo semirufa 

Lesser Striped Swallow Hirundo abyssinica 

Rock Martin Hirundo fuligula 

Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava 

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 

Eastern Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 

Cape Crow Corvus capensis 

Pied Crow Corvus albus 

White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 

Southern Black Tit Parus niger 

Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 

Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus 

Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyana 

Groundscraper Thrush Turdus litsitsirupa 

Mocking Cliff-chat Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 

White-browed Robin-chat Cossypha heuglini 

White-throated Robin-chat (E) Cossypha humeralis 

Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica 

Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyuran 

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidus 
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Common name Scientific name 

Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana 

Neddicky Cisticola fulvicapillus 

Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 

Chinspot Batis Batis molitor 

African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 

Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 

Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus 

Magpie Shrike Corvinella melanoleuca 

Southern Boubou (E) Laniarius ferrugineus 

Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla 

Brubru Nilaus afer 

Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 

Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegala 

Orange-breasted Bush Shrike Telophorus sulfureopectus 

White-crested Helmetshrike Prionops plumatis 

Retz’s Helmetshrike Prionops retzii 

Southern White-crowned Shrike (NE) Eurocephalus anguitimens 

Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

Burchell’s Starling  (NE) Lamprotornis australis 

Cape Glossy Starling Lamprotornis nitens 

Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 

Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa 

Greater Double-collared Sunbird (E) Nectarinia afra 

White-bellied Sunbird Nectarinia talatala 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird Nectarinia senegalensis 

Amethyst Sunbird Nectarinia amethystina 

Cape White-eye (E) Zosterops pallidus 

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger 

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer diffuses 

Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis 

Village (Spotted-backed) Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 

Southern Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus 

Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps 

Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 

Long-tailed Widow Euplectes progne 

Jameson’s Firefinch Lagonosticta rhodopareia 

Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 

Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis 

Long-tailed Paradise Whydah Vidua paradisaea 

Streaky-headed Seed-eater Serinus gularis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lions (Breakaways & Matimba male) seen on days 8 & 9 


