
South Africa – Just Cats! 

Naturetrek Tour Report 10 - 21 October 2016 
 

 

 

Naturetrek Mingledown Barn Wolf's Lane Chawton Alton Hampshire GU34 3HJ UK 

 T: +44 (0)1962 733051  

 E: info@naturetrek.co.uk W: www.naturetrek.co.uk  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Report & Images compiled by Leon Marais 

Dwarf Mongoose 

Baby African Elephant 

Leopard  

Leopard and kill 

mailto:info@naturetrek.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/Peter/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2NR7BARZ/www.naturetrek.co.uk


Tour Report  South Africa – Just Cats! 

 

 

© Naturetrek     December 16 1 
 

Tour participants: Leon Marais & Jason Stewart (leaders) together with nine Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

This was ‘Just Cats!’ tour number 18 since the inception of the tour in 2008. Some have produced more cat 

sightings than others and with only two species on the list this one, on paper at least, ranked at the bottom of the 

pile. However, in reality this was just as good a tour as any of the others, with the quality of the sightings making 

up for missing out on Wild Cat and Serval. The new-born Elephant calf on the final drive was something truly 

wonderful! During the tour the temperature ranged from 16ºC to 38ºC. We recorded 34 mammal species and 

141 species of birds. The species mentioned in the daily summaries are only some of those seen. A detailed list 

can be found at the end of the report. 

Day 1 Monday 10th October 

The tour started with an overnight flight from London Heathrow Airport to Johannesburg. 

Day 2 Tuesday 11th October 

Blyde River Canyon 

Our flight landed at O R Tambo International Airport, and around 8.30am we met Leon and Jason in the 

Arrivals Hall. We were soon heading eastwards out of the airport towards Mpumalanga Province. We stretched 

legs at a roadside service station and then stopped for a light lunch in the forestry and tourism town of Graskop, 

before heading on to our accommodation at the Blyde River Canyon. We had some time to settle in before a 

walk to the upper view site. Later we had dinner and retired to bed in anticipation of a great tour to come.  

Day 3 Wednesday 12th October 

Lower Sabie; Kruger Park 

Today we started with tea and coffee at the respectable hour of 6am before a birding walk in the resort grounds. 

We made it as far as the lower view site before heading back to the restaurant for breakfast. We then had a little 

time to pack before departing.  

 

On our journey we took in the Three Rondavels view site and Lisbon Falls before a lunch stop in Hazyview. We 

then continued to Phabeni Gate where we met our drivers with open safari vehicles. Once we had swapped into 

our green chariots, we entered the Kruger Park. Our first camp was Lower Sabie, situated on the Sabie River at 

the eastern side of the park, so we had a long drive to get there. We managed two Lion sightings on the way, 

both along the Sabie River. The first comprised a single male lying on a rock close to the water, but facing away 

from us, while the second sighting comprised three females lying on a rock on the other side of the river, 

offering somewhat better views. We arrived at our camp around 5.30pm after a good first taste of the Kruger.  

 

In the evening we had an al fresco dinner to the sounds of the bush. 

Cat sightings for the day: 2 Lion sightings (4 individuals). 
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Day 4 Thursday 13th October 

Lower Sabie; Kruger Park  

The previous day had been quite windy, heralding the arrival of a cold front. We started today relatively early 

with tea and coffee at 5.30am before a drive up the river. We saw three Lions early on, running away from 

something (possibly a male Lion unseen by us) across the wide expanse of open sand of the riverbed. Further on 

we saw a number of other Lions in three separate sightings, as well as a staggering array of other wildlife before 

rolling back into camp for a late breakfast.  

 

After the meal we took a slow photography drive, spending time at Sunset Dam and on the bridge over the Sabie 

River. We also saw our first White Rhinoceros before returning to camp for a bit of down time.  

 

At 4pm we set off on a sunset drive with the park guide, which delivered a good Leopard sighting, two more 

Lions and other creatures such as Large-spotted Genet. We arrived back for dinner and discussed the exciting 

night drive before we retired ahead of another early start.  

Cat sightings for the day: 4 Lion sightings (multiple individuals); 1 Leopard sighting (1 individual). 

Day 5 Friday 14th October 

Satara; Kruger Park 

Today we had an earlier start as we had limited time before having to check out and move on. We met at 5.15am 

for tea and coffee before setting off on our last game drive from Lower Sabie. We started very well with a trio of 

Lions (one male and two females) just out of camp, walking down the road straight towards us. We suspected 

these were the ‘roarers’ from the early hours of the morning, which had several of us out on our porches at 3am 

to listen to the one of the most characteristic sounds of the African night. After a fabulous walk-past, we made 

our way to the Duke's waterhole area, which was relatively green after a little rain, and busy with Elephants and 

general game. We returned to camp for breakfast and then departed for our next camp. 

 

The drive was pretty good, producing some great sightings of White Rhinoceros (8 individuals in one sighting) 

and some more Lions, for a total of 16 individuals for the day. We also saw an African Civet. All in all it had 

been a great day despite the cool, windy weather.  

 

We arrived at our next camp around 4pm and had time to relax before meeting for dinner at 6.30pm. 

Cat sightings for the day: 3 Lion sightings (16 individuals). 

Day 6 Saturday 15th October 

Satara; Kruger Park  

The day began with a 5.30am departure from camp, with the coffee and tea scheduled for Mudzanzeni Picnic 

Site a bit later in the morning. Pre-coffee spirits were good, and only got better with the sighting of a Honey 

Badger just out of camp. From then on it was relatively quiet, in part because of the serious drought gripping the 

area; the Satara region being even drier than the Lower Sabie region further south.  
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We enjoyed coffee with the birds at the picnic site, and a bit of animal activity in the form of Baboons, Impala, 

Zebra and Giraffe at Sweni Waterhole. We had a Lion sighting on the way back to camp.  

 

At camp we had breakfast and then headed out on a shortish drive along the Nwanetsi Creek, which produced 

more Lions (a distant sighting) and general game before we returned to camp for a rest and some lunch.  

 

At 4pm it was time for our sunset drive, which produced some unusual nocturnal mammals such as African 

Porcupine, Black-backed Jackal and African Civet. Back at camp we had a wonderful outdoor meal under a full 

moon on a very warm and still evening. 

Cat sightings for the day: 1 Lion sighting (6 individuals). 

Day 7 Sunday 16th October 

Elephant Plains; Sabi Sands  

For our last morning in the Kruger we met at 5.15am for tea and coffee before a prompt departure at 5.30am. 

We headed down the H1-4 towards Tshokwane and then took the H6 east to Nwanetsi Picnic Site. Our first 

sighting was a pair of Honey Badgers running across the road in front of us, and later on we came across a clan 

of ten Spotted Hyenas standing in the road, milling around without much purpose, or so it seemed. One 

youngster ran off in the direction of an Impala, but then suddenly turned tail and came sprinting back to join the 

others; obviously not the best hunter in the clan by any means! Moving on, we came across another four 

individuals for a total of 14 for the morning. Then, on the S100 heading back to camp, we came across two male 

Lions moving along the Nwanetsi Creek, and they conveniently stopped to drink at a small pull off that afforded 

us cracking views, turning an already good morning into a great morning.  

 

Back at camp we had breakfast and then headed out of the Kruger, seeing a female Leopard next to the road on 

the way. We drove to Elephant Plains and settled in before lunch and our first safari. It proved to be an excellent 

drive, with superb views of a male Leopard (Tingana) drinking water at sunset, followed by sundowners, and 

then a pride of five Lions (Tshalalas) after dark, which were eventually forced into action by an approaching herd 

of irate Elephants.  

 

Back at camp we had time to freshen up before drinks at the bar and a wonderful outdoor dinner.  

Cat sightings for the day: 2 Lion sightings (7 individuals); 1 Leopard sighting (1 individual).  

Day 8 Monday 17th October 

Elephant Plains; Sabi Sands  

As predicted, the extreme heat of the previous day was replaced by cool, overcast conditions today. We set off at 

5.30am and spent a bit of time tracking a Leopard that had walked past the camp during the night. We then 

responded to the sighting of a different female Leopard, this time a young 17-month old known as Tiyani. On 

the way we encountered a clan of around 10 Spotted Hyenas, and spent some time with them before going to see 

the Leopard. She was on the lookout for prey, scouting through every thicket to see if she could flush a Scrub 

Hare or a Duiker. At one point she did flush a Hare, but it set off with such a sudden burst of speed that she had 
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no chance of getting hold of it. Three Hyenas then turned up on the scene, and we left her moving off into some 

thick bush with the Hyenas following. We came across three male White Rhinoceros on the way back to camp, 

with the largest challenging the other two in some obscure feud. We then made our way back to camp for 

breakfast. 

 

After breakfast some of us went on a bush walk with our guide Dawie. We then had lunch followed by time to 

get ready for the afternoon drive, which produced the male Leopard (Tingana) in the same area we'd seen him 

the day before. It turned out that he had a Warthog kill stashed in a tree there. Moving on, we arrived at the 

Tshalala pride sighting at dusk, with the five Lions resting on one of the airstrips, keeping an eye on a 

Wildebeest. They were not in the mood for any activity however, as they had full bellies and soon went back to 

sleep, at which point we moved on and headed back to the lodge for our dinner. 

Cat sightings for the day: 1 Lion sighting (5 individuals); 1 Leopard sighting (1 individual).  

Day 9 Tuesday 18th October 

Nkorho; Sabi Sands  

Today started cool and cloudy; not exactly the weather conditions normally associated with being in Africa. 

Suitably attired with jackets etc. we headed out at 5.30am for our last safari at Elephant Plains. First we saw the 

male Leopard Tingana, still sleeping beneath the tree in which he'd stashed his Warthog kill. He did give us a few 

'heads-up' moments before we moved on to see what the Tshalala pride was up to. It turned out that they had a 

fresh kill, made not too long before we arrived. The Buffalo was dead and the pride had started to feed, but 

lacked the usual gusto as they were rather full before making the kill. After watching them for a while, we started 

to return to the lodge. On the way however, we came across a couple of Hyenas on the run, with bloodied 

muzzles and a sense of urgency in their movements. Tracker Justice thought they may be on the trail of Wild 

Dogs, and after searching we found the tracks of some dogs, but unfortunately we weren't able to locate them 

before it was time to head back for breakfast. 

 

After breakfast we departed for Nkorho, the last stop on the tour. We had a great welcome on arrival at Nkorho 

and some time to settle in before lunch and our afternoon safari. We had the entire camp to ourselves and so 

were able to spread out over two vehicles, which gave us plenty of room. It was overcast but, despite the 

weather, we had a good drive, with a great sighting of a female Leopard (Shadow) feeding on an Impala kill, and 

then a return to Tingana to practise our night drive photography techniques.  

 

We then headed back for a lovely dinner in the boma. 

Cat sightings for the day: 1 Lion sighting (5 individuals); 3 Leopard sightings (2 individuals).  

Day 10 Wednesday 19th October 

Nkorho; Sabi Sands 

Today we awoke to wet conditions after some overnight rain, with a light drizzle falling as we met for coffee at 

5.30am. Good tracking conditions were in play and we set off. We found the tracks of two Lionesses coming 

into the sector from the south, and soon after another team found two members of the Styx pride resting up. 
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We'd seen our share of sleeping Lions by then so we didn’t stay long at the sighting. Our trackers found some 

fresh Leopard tracks and spent much of the morning tracking them on foot while we searched from the vehicle 

and looked at birds and general game. Eventually we headed back to the lodge and made a quick stop before 

setting off for our bush breakfast set up by the lodge team, which was nearly interrupted by a herd of curious 

Buffalo. Fortunately they diverted around us, and after the meal we headed back to relax in camp.  

 

The afternoon drive produced different experiences for the two groups, as often happens when split over two 

vehicles. One group went back to see the Tshalala pride, who were still asleep in the same area they'd been in for 

the last few days. They then went to check on Tingana, the male Leopard, who finally deserted his kill and made 

off to check territory or look for a female, as indicated by his vocalisations. The other group went to see a female 

Leopard, Salayexe who had just killed a Grey Duiker and hoisted it into a tree to consume at leisure, though she 

wasn't up there too long before she came down and headed off into the bush, presumably to fetch her (fairly 

mature) cub to come and partake in the kill. It was a great sighting. The two teams met up for a final 'sundowner' 

drink before heading back to the lodge after dark, which produced White-tailed Mongoose for one team and two 

Honey Badgers for the other.  

 

Back at the lodge we had time to freshen up before a final dinner. 

Cat sightings for the day: 2 Lion sightings (7 individuals); 2 Leopard sightings (2 individuals).  

Day 11 Thursday 20th October 

Still no sun! We awoke to day four of an overcast sky, though it was warmer than the previous few days. We set 

off at 5.30am and once again the two groups had fairly different experiences. One team spent most of the 

morning tracking a male Leopard, but without seeing it. The other team had a morning of babies: firstly a White 

Rhinoceros female with a calf only months old, then a miraculous encounter with a newborn Elephant calf, so 

recent that the afterbirth came out while we were there. This was followed by a Genet in a hole in a tree with a 

tiny kitten. After coffee we made our way slowly back to the lodge for breakfast. 

 

After breakfast we departed for the airport, making a stop at Perry's Bridge Reptile Park on the way. Once at 

Johannesburg airport we boarded a flight back to the UK. 

Day 12 Friday 21st October 

Our overnight flight landed in the morning at London Heathrow Airport, where another Naturetrek adventure 

came to an end. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Mammals (=recorded but not counted) 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

1 Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus            

2 Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops             

3 Lesser Bushbaby Galago moholi                    

4 Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis                 

5 Tree Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi               

6 Porcupine Hystrix africaeaustralis                    

7 Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas                   

8 Honey Badger Mellivora capensis                  

9 Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo                   

10 Slender Mongoose Galerella sanguinea                   

11 Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula              

12 White-tailed Mongoose Ichneumia albicauda                    

13 Large-spotted Genet Genetta tigrina                   

14 African Civet Civettictis civetta                  

15 Spotted Hyena Crocuta crocuta                

16 Lion Pathera leo             

17 Leopard Panthera pardus                

18 African Elephant Loxodonta africana            

19 Burchell's Zebra Equus burchelli             

20 White Rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum              

21 Warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus            

22 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius            

23 Southern Giraffe  Giraffa camelopardalis            

24 Buffalo Syncerus caffer             

25 Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros            

26 Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus               

27 Common Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus            

28 Common (Southern) Reedbuck  Redunca arundinum                    

29 Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus             

30 Impala Aepyceros melampus            

31 Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus                   

32 Steenbok Raphicerus campestris            

33 Common Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia               

34 Nyala Tragelaphus angasii               

Birds (E – endemic; NE – near endemic) 

Common Ostrich,  Struthio camelus Reed Cormorant,  Phalacrocorax africanus 

Grey Heron,  Ardea cinerea Goliath Heron,  Ardea goliath 

Great Egret,  Ardea alba Little Egret,  Egretta garzetta 

Western Cattle Egret,  Bubulcus ibis Squacco Heron,  Ardeola ralloides 

Hamerkop,  Scopus umbretta Woolly-necked Stork,  Ciconia episcopus 

African Openbill,  Anastomus lamelligerus Saddle-billed Stork,  Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 

Yellow-billed Stork,  Mycteria ibis Southern Bald Ibis  (E),  Geronticus calvus 

Hadeda Ibis,  Bostrychia hagedash African Spoonbill,  Platalea alba 
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Greater Flamingo,  Phoenicopterus ruber White-faced Duck,  Dendrocygna viduata 

Egyptian Goose,  Alopochen aegyptiacus Hooded Vulture,  Necrosyrtes monachus 

Cape Vulture  (E),  Gyps coprotheres White-backed Vulture,  Gyps africanus 

White-headed Vulture,  Trigonoceps occipitalis Yellow-billed Kite,  Milvus aegyptius 

Tawny Eagle,  Aquila rapax Wahlberg’s Eagle,  Aquila wahlbergi 

African Hawk Eagle,  Hieraaetus fasciatus Martial Eagle,  Polemaetus bellicosus 

Brown Snake Eagle,  Circaetus cinereus Black-chested Snake Eagle,  Circaetus gallicus 

Bateleur,  Terathopius ecaudatus African Fish Eagle,  Haliaeetus vocifer 

Lizard Buzzard,  Kaupifalco monogrammicus African Goshawk,  Accipiter tachiro 

Gabar Goshawk,  Micronisus gabar African Harrier-Hawk ,  Polyboroides typus 

Coqui Francolin,  Francolinus coqui Crested Francolin,  Francolinus sephaena 

Natal Francolin  (NE),  Francolinus natalensis Swainson’s Spurfowl  (NE),  Francolinus swainsonii 

Helmeted Guineafowl,  Numida meleagris Red-crested Korhaan (NE),  Eupodotis ruficrista 

Black-bellied Korhaan,  Eupodotis melanogaster African Jacana,  Actophilornis africanus 

Three-banded Plover,  Charadrius tricollaris Crowned Lapwing,  Vanellus coronatus 

Senegal Lapwing ,  Vanellus lugubris Blacksmith Lapwing,  Vanellus armatus 

White-crowned Lapwing,  Vanellus albiceps African Wattled Lapwing,  Vanellus senegallus 

Common Sandpiper,  Actitis hypoleucos Wood Sandpiper,  Tringa glareola 

Common Greenshank,  Tringa nebularia Little Stint,  Calidris minuta 

Ruff ,  Philomachus pugnax Black-winged Stilt,  Himantopus himantopus 

Water Thick-knee,  Burhinus vermiculatus Bronze-winged Courser,  Rhinoptilus chalcopterus 

Speckled Pigeon,  Columba guinea Red-eyed Dove,  Streptopelia semitorquata 

African Mourning Dove,  Streptopelia decipiens Cape Turtle Dove,  Streptopelia capicola 

Laughing Dove,  Streptopelia senegalensis African Green Pigeon,  Treron calva 

Brown-headed Parrot,  Poicephalus cryptoxanthus Purple-crested Turaco,  Tauraco porphyreolophus 

Grey Go-away Bird,  Corythaixoides concolor  Red-chested Cuckoo,  Cuculus solitarius 

Levaillant's Cuckoo,  Clamator levaillantii African Scops Owl,  Otus senegalensis 

Southern White-faced Scops Owl,  Otus leucotis Pearl-spotted Owlet,  Glaucidium perlatum 

Spotted Eagle Owl,  Bubo africanus Verreaux's Eagle Owl,  Bubo lacteus 

White-rumped Swift,  Apus caffer Little Swift,  Apus affinis 

African Palm Swift,  Cypsiurus parvus Pied Kingfisher,  Ceryle rudis 

Brown-hooded Kingfisher,  Halcyon albiventris European Bee-eater,  Merops apiaster 

Lilac-breasted Roller,  Coracias caudata Purple Roller,  Coracias naevia 

African Hoopoe,  Upupa africana Green Woodhoopoe,  Phoeniculus purpureus 

African Grey Hornbill,  Tockus nasutus Red-billed Hornbill,  Tockus erythrorhynchus 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill,  Tockus leucomelas Southern Ground Hornbill,  Bucorvus leadbeateri 

Black-collared Barbet,  Lybius torquatus Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird,  Pogoniulus chrysoconus 

Crested Barbet,  Trachyphonus vaillantii Lesser Honeyguide,  Indicator minor 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker,  Campethera abingoni Cardinal Woodpecker,  Dendropicos fuscescens 

Rufous-naped Lark,  Mirafra africana Barn Swallow,  Hirundo rustica 

Wire-tailed Swallow,  Hirundo smithii Red-breasted Swallow,  Hirundo semirufa 

Lesser Striped Swallow,  Hirundo abyssinica Rock Martin,  Hirundo fuligula 

Fork-tailed Drongo,  Dicrurus adsimilis Eastern Black-headed Oriole,  Oriolus larvatus 

Pied Crow,  Corvus albus White-necked Raven,  Corvus albicollis 

Arrow-marked Babbler,  Turdoides jardineii Dark-capped Bulbul,  Pycnonotus barbatus 

Kurrichane Thrush,  Turdus libonyana Familiar Chat,  Cercomela familiaris 

Mocking Cliff-Chat,  Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris White-browed Robin-Chat,  Cossypha heuglini 
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Red-capped Robin-Chat ,  Cossypha natalensis Cape Robin-Chat,  Cossypha caffra 

Yellow-breasted Apalis,  Apalis flavida Tawny-flanked Prinia,  Prinia subflava 

Chinspot Batis,  Batis molitor African Paradise Flycatcher,  Terpsiphone viridis 

African Pied Wagtail,  Motacilla aguimp Cape Wagtail,  Motacilla capensis 

Magpie Shrike,  Corvinella melanoleuca Grey-headed Bushshrike,  Malaconotus blanchoti 

White-crested Helmetshrike,  Prionops plumatus Wattled Starling,  Creatophora cinerea 

Violet-backed Starling,  Cinnyricinclus leucogaster Burchell’s Starling  (NE),  Lamprotornis australis 

Cape Glossy Starling  ,  Lamprotornis nitens Greater Blue-eared Starling,  Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

Red-winged Starling,  Onychognathus morio Red-billed Oxpecker,  Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

Marico Sunbird,  Nectarinia mariquensis Greater Double-collared Sunbird  (E),  Nectarinia afra 

White-bellied Sunbird,  Nectarinia talatala Scarlet-chested Sunbird,  Nectarinia senegalensis 

Cape White-Eye  (E),  Zosterops pallidus Red-billed Buffalo Weaver,  Bubalornis niger 

House Sparrow,  Passer domesticus Spectacled Weaver,  Ploceus ocularis 

Southern Masked Weaver,  Ploceus velatus Lesser Masked Weaver,  Ploceus intermedius 

Red-headed Weaver,  Anaplectes rubriceps Common Waxbill,  Estrilda astrild 

Yellow-fronted Canary,  Serinus mozambicus  

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

Leopard with kill 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

