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Tour Participants: Leon Marais and Jason Stewart (leaders) together with nine Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

During the tour the temperature ranged from 13ºC to 40ºC. We recorded 38 mammal species, 147 species of 

birds and 19 species of reptiles. The species mentioned in the daily summaries are only some of those seen. A 

detailed list can be found at the end of the report. 

Day 1 Monday 24th October 

The tour started with an overnight flight from London Heathrow Airport to Johannesburg. 

Day 2 Tuesday 25th October 

Blyde River Canyon 

The flight landed at Johannesburg airport, where we met Leon and Jason. We left the airport around 8.30am and 

headed east, stopping at Alzu petrol station for a coffee break and leg stretch. We then carried on to Graskop 

where we had lunch at the Silver Spoon at 1.30pm. Next we visited the Three Rondawels viewpoint as the 

weather was in our favour. Then it was on to the Blyde Aventura resort where we checked in. Later, we met for 

dinner at 6.30pm. 

Mammals for the day: 2 

Day 3 Wednesday 26th October 

Skukuza, Kruger Park 

Today an early start was optional, with tea at 5.45am followed by a walk along the Kadishi River. Although not 

many mammals were seen, it was a beautiful walk with many birds and Tufa water features. After a leisurely walk, 

we made our way back and all met up for breakfast.  

 

We departed at 9.15am and heading back along the canyon rim, stopping at Bourke’s Luck Potholes which mark 

the start of the canyon and Lisbon Falls, one of the high waterfalls in the area. After viewing the sights we 

headed down from the escarpment to Hazyview and the In da Belli deli for snacks, before reaching the Phabeni 

gate entrance to Kruger National Park at 12.30pm. Here we swapped our transport for open vehicles and once 

the paperwork was completed, we headed in. During the drive, game sighting included Impala and Zebra. We 

reached Skukuza at 3.20pm and after a short break, headed out again at 4.30pm. The drive took us along the 

Sabie River and here we saw our first big cats when we spotted three male Lions: first one male under a tree, 

then another in the river bed, and on the way back another in the same area, sitting on the verge. Elephants were 

also seen, as well as Hyena on the way in to camp. It was a perfect way to end the day. 

Cat sightings for the day: 3 
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Day 4 Thursday 27th October 

Skukuza, Kruger Park    

Today we started the morning with tea and rusks at 5.15am before leaving at 5.30am. We headed west towards 

the Kruger Park gate and then took the river link road south. Apart from general game, it was a quiet morning. 

We made our way towards the transport dam following reports of a lion sighting, but traffic at the sighting was 

chaotic, and being unable to see anything, we moved on. We then headed to camp, spotting Elephant and Hyena 

on the way.  

 

After breakfast we again headed out, this time eastwards along the river and saw a big male Lion in the river bed 

at a buffalo carcass. We continued in a loop across the high level bridge over the Sabie River, seeing two distant 

White Rhinoceros from the bridge. We again had good general game and were back in camp by 1pm. It was very 

hot, getting close to 37 degrees, so we stayed in camp until our evening drive at 4.30pm.  

Cat sightings for the day: 1 

Day 5 Friday 28th October 

Satara, Kruger Park  

After tea and coffee, we started out on a clear and warm morning. We headed to the low level bridge and did a 

reverse of yesterday afternoon’s trip. At the bridge we saw Marabou Storks in the river bed, and at the Sand 

River, a baby Nile Monitor. General game such as Impala and Giraffe were seen, and once over the high level 

bridge we turned left, heading further east along the river towards Lower Sabie. Here we had a sighting of a 

Lioness hunting in the river bed, having been alerted by the alarm calls from the Baboons. After losing sight of 

her, we headed back to Skukuza and breakfast.  

 

It was then the long trip to Satara and apart from one Lion and general game, no other cats were seen. Arriving 

at 3pm, we had a break before setting out at 4pm towards Orpen gate, west of Satara. Here we saw two male 

Lions mating with a female. It was a bit distant but in the open for the most part. Moving on, we took the 

Girivani loop and had another look at the Lions before it was time to return to camp and a well-deserved dinner. 

Cat sightings for the day: 4 

Day 6 Saturday 29th October 

Satara, Kruger Park  

For our full day at Satara we had the usual tea and 5.30am start. Today we headed east on the S100, which is 

generally good for Lion sightings. We found one female walking, and were told there were others nearby but out 

of sight. We continued and were told of some Lions further on. When we reached the area they were still there 

and we counted nine Lionesses, and watched them walk from the road to find some shade. We continued south 

to the tar road, and then went east. Before returning to camp we took the Sweni waterhole road, seeing a 

Rhinoceros en route. Along the Sweni we found a female and three sub-adult Cheetahs lying in the shade. They 

were a bit far off but clearly visible through binoculars. We also saw Hyena on the way back. 
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We stayed in camp as it was extremely hot, and waited for the afternoon drive to commence. On this drive we 

again saw the Cheetah which had come out, allowing close views, and we also saw a Leopard. 

Cat sightings for the day: 15 

Day 7 Sunday 30th October 

Elephant Plains; Sabi Sands  

This was our last day in the Kruger and after the customary morning coffee and tea, we decided to take the 

Sweni road as it had been good for us. Leon spotted an Impala carcass at the base of a tree. After scanning with 

binoculars, a Leopard was spotted in the branches but it was difficult to see. We waited for a while in the hope 

that it would come down and feed on the Impala, but it didn’t. We then returned towards the waterhole and 

found seven Lions which crossed the road in front of us, and then sat in the shade in clear view. It was then back 

to camp for an early breakfast. 

 

After saying goodbye to the catering team, we made our way to Elephant Plains. General game was seen en 

route, and a special sighting was the Sharp’s Greysbok which is not often seen. We arrived at 1pm and said our 

farewells to Leon who was leaving us. We had lunch at 2pm and departed for our first game drive at 4pm. Our 

guide was Louis and the tracker was Thomas. Our first sighting was of Wild Dogs. We followed three of them 

near an airstrip. Being our first encounter and with the pace of the dogs, some were surprised at the way the 

vehicles got close to the animals, but they are so accustomed to the vehicles, they totally ignore them. We also 

saw two White Rhinoceros in the open area to which we returned once the dogs had moved off. We then went 

to a nearby dam where we saw a Lioness with four large sub-adult cubs; three males and a female. There were a 

lot of dead Buffalo around due to the drought, and Lions had killed at least three in the last two weeks. While 

sitting with the Lions at the dam, a large herd of Elephants came in and chased them a short distance away. After 

a fantastic viewing, we made our way back for dinner.  

Cat sightings for the day: 13 

Day 8 Monday 31st October 

Elephant Plains; Sabi Sands  

It was another early start at Elephant Plains for our first full day at this private lodge. After tea, we started out 

and it was not long before Thomas heard Impala alarm calls. We headed in that direction and came across two 

Leopards. It was a mother and cub which we followed for at least 30 minutes, observing wonderful interaction 

between the two. They eventually walked right into and through our camp! We left them and moved on. While 

enjoying the other general game, we came across another Leopard up a tree. After a fantastic morning it was 

back for breakfast.  

 

After breakfast, some of us went on a morning walk to stretch our legs, but had to drive away from camp to do 

so because of all the Elephants and Buffalo around. For the afternoon drive we did a bit of birding and saw 

Lions again. They were not doing much, so after spending a short while with them, we returned to camp. 

Cat sightings for the day: 8 
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Day 9 Tuesday 1st November 

Nkorho; Sabi Sands  

Today was our last morning at Elephant Plains before moving on to Nkorho. We had the usual 5.30am 

departure after tea and coffee, but it was a cooler morning with drizzle to start with. First we made our way to 

see why the monkeys had been calling while we were having tea, and then to the area where a female Leopard 

had been seen the previous evening. We found nothing at either site so went on to look for the Lions from the 

day before, but they had also moved. Travelling east, we found two Lionesses from the Styx pride on a 

wildebeest kill. We watched them for some time as they were feeding and trying to move the carcass. Then it was 

back to camp for breakfast and to pack to leave for Nkorho at 11am. 

 

After a slow drive, we arrived at Nkorho at noon and after a short wait, our rooms were ready and we could 

settle in. Lunch was at 2pm before our first Nkorho safari drive. As we were the only people in the camp, we 

used two vehicles to allow us more space. On this drive, people in one vehicle were lucky to see a big male Lion 

from the Birmingham coalition next to a kill. Later on, a large male Leopard by the name of Anderson was 

spotted. It was a magnificent animal that posed for photographs on a termitarium before moving to feed on a 

waterbuck carcass. It was then time to return to camp for dinner. 

Cat sightings for the day: 4 

Day 10 Wednesday 2nd November 

Nkorho; Sabi Sands 

This morning we woke to light rain, which had stopped by the time we had had our morning tea. It made a 

welcome change to the heat we had been experiencing. The two vehicles split up with one going to see a 

Verreaux’s Eagle Owl with a chick on the nest. Moving on and heading west, they had another Leopard sighting 

of a female, Karula and her two cubs, Xongile and Hosana. They were on the northern boundary and out of the 

concession, but could be seen clearly at a distance. After watching the antics of one of the cubs on a kill, we left 

to go for coffee. We had just got off the vehicle and started to take out the cups when Chris, our tracker, noticed 

an eagle looking down and heard a squirrel’s alarm call. He went to investigate and found another Leopard, 

Thandi, crossing the road. We quickly packed up and followed. She returned to the site where one of her cubs 

had been killed two days previously by a Lion, and was calling for it. We stayed with her for a while before 

moving on. We found a male Lion but it was inactive so headed back for breakfast, getting wet on the way.  

 

For the afternoon drive Channe, our guide, decided to head back to where the Leopard Anderson had been seen 

the previous evening. Going in to look at a couple of vultures, she spotted Tingana, the resident male moving 

around, sniffing out where Anderson had been. It was very interesting watching the behaviour, hearing him call 

and we followed him through a riverine section before we headed for afternoon drinks and the return drive. On 

the drive in to Nkorho, we also had a sighting of Side-stripped Jackal.  

Cat sightings for the day: 6 
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Day 11 Thursday 3rd November 

Thambo 

For our last safari drive of the tour we started out as usual, with the vehicles splitting up. People in one vehicle 

found the pride of Lions we had seen at Elephant Plains, while people in the other vehicle headed to a leopard 

sighting and had good views of the Leopard ‘Anderson’ mating with a female called ‘Shalese’.  

 

Both vehicles returned to camp for breakfast. Later we drove to Johannesburg airport where we boarded a flight 

back to the UK. 

Day 12 Friday 4th November 

Our overnight flight landed in the morning at London Heathrow Airport, where another Naturetrek adventure 

came to an end. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wild Dogs Spotted Bush Snake 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals (=recorded but not counted) 

      October/November 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

1 Peter's Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus crypturus                   

2 Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus             

3 Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops            

4 Thick-tailed Bushbaby Otolemur crassicaudatus                   

5 Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis                

6 Tree Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi               

7 Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas                  

8 Side-striped Jackal Canis adustus                   

9 Wild Dog Lycaon pictus                    

10 Honey Badger Mellivora capensis                  

11 Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo                    

12 Slender Mongoose Galerella sanguinea                 

13 Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula                 

14 White-tailed Mongoose Ichneumia albicauda                    

15 Small-spotted Genet Genetta genetta                    

16 Spotted Hyena Crocuta crocuta               

17 African Wild Cat Felis lybica                    

18 Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus                    

19 Lion Pathera leo            

20 Leopard Panthera pardus               

21 African Elephant Loxodonta africana            

22 Burchell's Zebra Equus burchelli            

23 White Rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum              

24 Warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus            

25 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius            

26 Southern Giraffe  Giraffa camelopardalis            

27 Buffalo Syncerus caffer             

28 Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros            

29 Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus             

30 Common Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus            

31 Common (Southern) Reedbuck  Redunca arundinum                    

32 Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus             

33 Impala Aepyceros melampus            

34 Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus                  

35 Steenbok Raphicerus campestris            

36 Common Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia            

37 Sharpe's Grysbok Raphicerus sharpei                    

38 Nyala Tragelaphus angasii               

 

Birds (147 Species) 

White-breasted Cormorant,  Phalacrocorax lucidus Grey Heron,  Ardea cinerea 

Goliath Heron,  Ardea goliath Great Egret,  Ardea alba 

Little Egret,  Egretta garzetta Western Cattle Egret,  Bubulcus ibis 

Green-backed Heron,  Butorides striatus Hamerkop,  Scopus umbretta 

Woolly-necked Stork,  Ciconia episcopus Saddle-billed Stork,  Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 
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Marabou Stork,  Leptoptilos crumeniferus Southern Bald Ibis  (E),  Geronticus calvus 

Hadeda Ibis,  Bostrychia hagedash Greater Flamingo,  Phoenicopterus ruber 

Egyptian Goose,  Alopochen aegyptiacus Hooded Vulture,  Necrosyrtes monachus 

White-backed Vulture,  Gyps africanus Lappet-faced Vulture,  Torgos tracheliotus 

White-headed Vulture,  Trigonoceps occipitalis Yellow-billed Kite,  Milvus aegyptius 

Tawny Eagle,  Aquila rapax Wahlberg’s Eagle,  Aquila wahlbergi 

Martial Eagle,  Polemaetus bellicosus Brown Snake Eagle,  Circaetus cinereus 

Bateleur,  Terathopius ecaudatus African Fish Eagle,  Haliaeetus vocifer 

Steppe Buzzard,  Buteo buteo Lizard Buzzard,  Kaupifalco monogrammicus 

African Harrier-Hawk ,  Polyboroides typus Coqui Francolin,  Francolinus coqui 

Crested Francolin,  Francolinus sephaena Shelley’s Francolin,  Francolinus shelleyi 

Swainson’s Spurfowl  (NE),  Francolinus swainsonii Helmeted Guineafowl,  Numida meleagris 

African Rail,  Rallus caerulescens African Finfoot,  Podica senegalensis 

Red-crested Korhaan (NE),  Eupodotis ruficrista Black-bellied Korhaan,  Eupodotis melanogaster 

African Jacana,  Actophilornis africanus Three-banded Plover,  Charadrius tricollaris 

Crowned Lapwing,  Vanellus coronatus Senegal Lapwing ,  Vanellus lugubris 

Blacksmith Lapwing,  Vanellus armatus African Wattled Lapwing,  Vanellus senegallus 

Common Sandpiper,  Actitis hypoleucos Wood Sandpiper,  Tringa glareola 

Common Greenshank,  Tringa nebularia Little Stint,  Calidris minuta 

Black-winged Stilt,  Himantopus himantopus Water Thick-knee,  Burhinus vermiculatus 

Red-eyed Dove,  Streptopelia semitorquata African Mourning Dove,  Streptopelia decipiens 

Cape Turtle Dove,  Streptopelia capicola Laughing Dove,  Streptopelia senegalensis 

Namaqua Dove,  Oena capensis Emerald-spotted Wood Dove,  Turtur chalcospilos 

Brown-headed Parrot,  Poicephalus cryptoxanthus Purple-crested Turaco,  Tauraco porphyreolophus 

Grey Go-away Bird,  Corythaixoides concolor  African Cuckoo,  Cuculus gularis 

Red-chested Cuckoo,  Cuculus solitarius Black Cuckoo,  Cuculus clamosus 

Levaillant's Cuckoo,  Clamator levaillantii Jacobin Cuckoo,  Clamator jacobinus 

Diederik Cuckoo,  Chrysococcyx caprius Burchell’s Coucal  (E),  Centropus burchellii 

African Scops Owl,  Otus senegalensis Southern White-faced Scops Owl,  Otus leucotis 

Pearl-spotted Owlet,  Glaucidium perlatum Spotted Eagle Owl,  Bubo africanus 

Verreaux's Eagle Owl,  Bubo lacteus White-rumped Swift,  Apus caffer 

Little Swift,  Apus affinis Alpine Swift,  Apus melba 

African Palm Swift,  Cypsiurus parvus Red-faced Mousebird,  Urocolius indicus 

Pied Kingfisher,  Ceryle rudis Brown-hooded Kingfisher,  Halcyon albiventris 

European Bee-eater,  Merops apiaster White-fronted Bee-eater,  Merops bullockoides 

Little Bee-eater,  Merops pusillus Lilac-breasted Roller,  Coracias caudata 

Purple Roller,  Coracias naevia African Hoopoe,  Upupa africana 

Green Woodhoopoe,  Phoeniculus purpureus Common Scimitarbill,  Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

African Grey Hornbill,  Tockus nasutus Red-billed Hornbill,  Tockus erythrorhynchus 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill,  Tockus leucomelas Crowned Hornbill,  Tockus alboterminatus 

Southern Ground Hornbill,  Bucorvus leadbeateri Black-collared Barbet,  Lybius torquatus 

Crested Barbet,  Trachyphonus vaillantii Golden-tailed Woodpecker,  Campethera abingoni 

Sabota Lark  (NE),  Mirafra sabota White-throated Swallow,  Hirundo albigularis 

Lesser Striped Swallow,  Hirundo abyssinica Banded Martin,  Riparia cincta 

Fork-tailed Drongo,  Dicrurus adsimilis Eurasian Golden Oriole,  Oriolus oriolus 

Eastern Black-headed Oriole,  Oriolus larvatus Pied Crow,  Corvus albus 

White-necked Raven,  Corvus albicollis Southern Black Tit  ,  Parus niger 
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Arrow-marked Babbler,  Turdoides jardineii Dark-capped Bulbul,  Pycnonotus barbatus 

Cape Rock Thrush  (E),  Monticola rupestris Mocking Cliff-Chat,  Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 

White-throated Robin-Chat  (E),  Cossypha humeralis Wailing Cisticola,  Cisticola lais 

Rattling Cisticola,  Cisticola chiniana Tawny-flanked Prinia,  Prinia subflava 

Cape Batis  (E),  Batis capensis Chinspot Batis,  Batis molitor 

African Pied Wagtail,  Motacilla aguimp Mountain Wagtail,  Motacilla clara 

Striped Pipit,  Anthus lineiventris Magpie Shrike,  Corvinella melanoleuca 

Southern Boubou  (E),  Laniarius ferrugineus Black-backed Puffback,  Dryoscopus cubla 

Brubru,  Nilaus afer Orange-breasted Bushshrike,  Telophorus sulfureopectus 

Grey-headed Bushshrike,  Malaconotus blanchoti White-crested Helmetshrike,  Prionops plumatus 

Retz's Helmetshrike,  Prionops retzii Wattled Starling,  Creatophora cinerea 

Violet-backed Starling,  Cinnyricinclus leucogaster Burchell’s Starling  (NE),  Lamprotornis australis 

Greater Blue-eared Starling,  Lamprotornis chalybaeus Red-billed Oxpecker,  Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

White-bellied Sunbird,  Nectarinia talatala Scarlet-chested Sunbird,  Nectarinia senegalensis 

Cape White-Eye  (E),  Zosterops pallidus Red-billed Buffalo Weaver,  Bubalornis niger 

House Sparrow,  Passer domesticus Southern Grey-headed Sparrow,  Passer diffusus 

Thick-billed Weaver,  Amblyospiza albifrons Southern Masked Weaver,  Ploceus velatus 

Lesser Masked Weaver,  Ploceus intermedius Red-headed Weaver,  Anaplectes rubriceps 

Long-tailed Widow,  Euplectes progne Blue Waxbill,  Uraeginthus angolensis 

Swee Waxbill,  Coccopygia melanotis Bronze mannikin,  Lonchura cucullata 

Yellow-fronted Canary,  Serinus mozambicus Streaky-headed Seed-eater,  Serinus gularis 

Golden-breasted Bunting,  Emberiza flaviventris  

Reptiles (19 species) 

Sekekhune Flat Lizard Southern Rock Agama 

Drakensberg Crag Lizard Van Dam's Girdled Lizard 

Giant Legless Skink Variable Skink 

Giant Plated Lizard Tree Agama 

Rainbow Skink Serrated Hinged Terrapin 

Nile Crocodile Rough-scaled Plated Lizard 

Striped Skink Nile Monitor 

Leopard Tortoise Spotted Bush Snake 

Rock Monitor Western Striped-bellied Whip Snake 

Speke’s Hinge-backTortoise  
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