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Tour Participants: Jason Stewart (Guide), Carol-Anne Gillespie (Guide) with nine Naturetrek clients. 

Summary 

The Just Cats! #2 - 2022 tour felt like kaleidoscope of wonderful gifts from nature and, I hope, therapy to the 
soul for our guests. After recent years of not being able to travel, it was so wonderful that the tour was made 
possible, and that guests were able to be a part of this journey of exploration and magical wildlife encounters. 
With a mixture of photographers, first time safari-goers, birders, non-birders, wildlife enthusiasts and JUST 
CATS fans, it was a fun challenge to get the balance right of keeping everyone enthralled and delighted with each 
day’s experiences. Between the wonders of nature, spectacular scenery, incredible wildlife sightings, a great 
camaraderie with guests and colleagues, warm hospitality, and delicious food, I do believe we achieved just that. 
Despite temperatures of over 30 degrees celsius on most days, nature still gifted us with 30 different species of 
mammals, at least 106 species of birds and 10 different reptiles. I’m sure we saw more creatures individually, but 
it’s a thrill that we all got to see African Wild Dogs and the rare and elusive cheetah. 

 

 

Day 1  Monday 3rd October 

The tour started with an overnight flight from London Heathrow Airport to Johannesburg.  

Day 2 Tuesday 4th October 

Blyde River Canyon 

The group’s flight arrived pretty much on time in Johannesburg and we were able to head on out of the city just 
before 09h00. We stopped off at the popular roadside station Alzu for a ‘grab n go’ lunch before continuing on 
to the Blyde River Canyon via the quaint, historical town of Dullstroom and the scenic route of Lydenburg 
(Now called Masheshing – in Northern Sotho language this means “long green grass”).  
 
The journey took longer than usual due to poor road conditions, but the scenery enroute was truly beautiful. 
After checking in to our lovely chalets, we took a quick stroll up to one of the viewpoints to admire the canyon 
below. Albeit a bit hazy with low clouds over the escarpments, the views were stunning!   

The Just Cats Team with Lawsons guides at the end of the Kruger Park leg of the tour. 
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After a quick freshen up, we made our way to the restaurant for dinner. This was a chance to connect with one 
another and get to know some of the group’s hopes and expectations for the tour. 

Day 3     Wednesday 5th October 

Three Rondavels & Lower Sabie, Kruger National Park 

 
Some of the group chose to go on an early morning walk with Jason along the Kadishi trail, whilst a few chose to 
have a leisurely start to their day. The Kadishi trail leads to what is believed to be the second highest, (rare), 
living tufa waterfall in the world. A tufa waterfall is formed when water running over dolomite rocks absorbs 
calcium and takes millions of years to form layers of tufa, (almost like crystallization), on the surface of the 
waterfall. These layers develop into extraordinary shapes that the water flows beneath and/or through. The 
Kadishi waterfall resembles a weeping face and the water cascades about 200 meters from an impressive 
limestone ledge. Although the water is currently dry, the tufa formations are still remarkably beautiful. 
 
After a hearty breakfast we headed out to the legendary Three Rondavels view of the canyon. Here we also 
witnessed a rare Black Eagle soaring above us, as well as a black stork being mobbed by two Wahlberg’s eagles. 
Due to pending delays, as a result of roadworks, we only had time to stop at Lisbon Falls before winding our 
way down the mountains to Hazyview. Once again lunch was a ‘grab n go’ enroute the Kruger Park and Phabeni 
gate where our open safari vehicles were waiting for us. Once we’d swapped the vehicles over and signed various 
documents, we began our first game drive in the hope of finding big cats on the way to Lower Sabie Camp. With 
this camp being further away than Skukuza it meant that we’d be on a game drive for the whole afternoon. 
 
Within the first hour of our drive, we’d seen a Spotted Hyena lazing along the side of the road, Giraffe, 
Elephant, Impala and some rare Southern Ground Hornbills. Nyamundwa dam offered us Hippo, Waterbuck, 
Blacksmith Lapwings, Egyptian Geese and a Fish Eagle. Not a bad start to our Kruger adventure! As we drew 
closer to Skukuza, we were blessed with a glimpse of some lions snoozing on the sands of a dry creek. Being 
such a hot day, the Lions opted to do very little in the way of wildlife entertainment for our guests. 
 
After a brief comfort and fuel top up at Skukuza, we drove along the popular river route to Lower Sabie Camp 
nestled on the shores of the Sabie River. We arrived to the warm welcome of our catering hosts, chef Dougie 
and his lovely assistant Alta. That evening, Dougie presented us with a delicious traditional South African meal, 
along with a captivating talk about the history and origins of the tasty food he served - all the while, being 
serenaded by the hippos in the river nearby. Alta’s horticulture skills were the reason that fresh salads, herbs & 
vegetables were freely available at every meal we ate in the Kruger. 



South Africa – Just Cats! Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek January 23 3 
 

Cat sightings for the day: 1  

 
Day 4  Thursday 6th October 

Lower Sabie, Kruger Park   

At around 05h15, we met for a quick cuppa before embarking on a sunrise game drive. We opted to travel 
further south in search of any of the big cats, and in particular cheetah. Although we didn’t find any cheetah, we 
met with some ‘big guys’ in the way of three majestic Kudu bulls proudly posing alongside the road, followed by 
a sighting of three magnificent bull Elephants. (One of them being an emerging ‘big tusker’ of which there are 
very few left in the Kruger Park). 
 
We were starting to despair at having found no cats, when we were told about a lioness and a cub ‘just up the 
road’. With much delight, we managed to spot the lioness crouching low to the ground, ready to pounce on one 
of two Kudu bulls that were obliviously walking towards her. They were almost within striking distance when 
they suddenly spotted her and started barking their alarm. With her cover blown, the lioness stood up and strode 
back to a thicket where, not one, but two young cubs were hiding out waiting for her. With there being no sign 
of any other Lions in the vicinity, we headed back to camp for brunch.  
 
Despite the intense heat, most of the guests opted to go on a short afternoon game drive starting at 2pm. We 
saw Hippos, Crocs, Yellow-billed Storks, Spoonbills, kingfishers, Egyptian Geese, a variety of general game and a 
very distant/partial visual of two male Lions sprawled under a thicket. Later, the group joined the camp’s sunset 
/night drive. They saw Leopard, Genet and general game. 
 
Dinner was a scrumptious occasion under the moon and stars, after which Jason found us some Bark Scorpions 
that glowed creamy-white in the beam of his ultraviolet torchlight. The roaring of Lions and hilarious snorting of 
Hippos serenaded us throughout the night. 
 

Cat sightings for the day: 3 (Lion & Leopard) 

Day 5  Friday 7th October 

Satara, Kruger Park  

We began our morning with a short sunrise game drive along the Sabie River, hoping to find the Lions that had 
kept us awake with their roaring all night. They were elusive. But we did have a ‘silent conversation’ with a 
magnificent Giraffe bull that towered next to our vehicle, gazing at us with molten eyes whilst his ox-pecker 
friend set about grooming his head. We then came across a very regal Nyala bull with his little harem of caramel 
coated females. Just as we were heading back to camp, there was a delighted yell from our guest Michele to 
“Stop! Stop! Stop! Stopppppp!”    She had spotted a beautiful Leopardess sitting poised just meters away from 
the road. This made everybody’s day and we headed back to camp with huge smiles on our faces. 
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After breakfast, and prepared for a very hot, fairly long game drive, we crossed the Sabie River and headed north 
towards Satara Camp and Kruger’s “open-plains-big-cat-country”. We were delayed somewhat as recent rains in 
the south had brought replenishment to a vast area just a few kilometres from Lower Sabie, where we found a 
massive herd of Buffalo that came in droves to graze on the shoots of new grass that sprouted up all over the 
place. There were literally hundreds, upon hundreds of these incredible animals dotted as far as they eye could 
see. We lingered in awe at the spectacular scene before our eyes. One could feel the tense energy of restless, 
nervous, hungry and thirsty Buffalo, fraught with edginess from the scent of hidden Lions that carried on strong 
winds that messed with their senses. We had been informed that Lions were following the herd, but after waiting 
a considerable length of time, we had to press on without getting to see them. 
 

                           
  
Despite the temperatures rising above 30 degrees, we had a lovely drive up to Satara, stopping for cappuccinos 
and buffalo pies at the legendary Tshokwane picnic spot along the way. Shortly after that we arrived at a superb 
Leopard sighting. A young male Leopard was ‘perched’ in the fork of a tree, so close to the road that we could 
see him clearly enough to count his eyelashes. He posed for some time before jumping to the ground and 
striding right passed our vehicles and disappearing into the long grass on the other side of the road.  
 

         
 
We checked into Satara camp around 3pm, had about an hour’s rest and set out on a short game drive to try and 
find lions before gate closing time at sunset. Although lions were elusive, we came across a Hyena den occupied 
by one adult and four gorgeous, fluffy, two-month-old cubs. 
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Once again dinner that evening was a delightful occasion hosted by Dougie and Alta. Sometime after midnight a 
Lion roared nearby. 
 

Cat sightings for the day: 2 (Leopard) 

Day 6  Saturday 8th October 

Satara, Kruger Park  

Somehow early morning coffee tastes so much nicer when you’re standing under trees that are alive with a 
symphony of leaves-in-the-breeze, and a myriad of bird songs. As the rising sun spills beautiful light into the day 
and zebras bray, anticipation of nature’s gifts for the day, makes it worthwhile being out of bed at the crack of 
dawn. We started our morning drive soon after the camp gates opened and, within minutes were rewarded with 
an incredible sight. A majestic dark-maned Lion lounged, nonchalantly, right next to the road. We could hear 
him softly contact-calling and surmised that more Lions were likely to be nearby. After spending a soul-
saturating length of time with this majestic animal, we went to explore the areas along the Sweni Creek, in the 
hope of finding the legendary Sweni Pride. 
 
 

        
 
 
For the rest of the day, however, Nature had other gifts to offer. True to her marvellous ways, she revealed that 
there are so many other wildlife treasures to behold. It was almost a secret ploy to open our eyes to zillions of 
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amazing creatures that dwell in the vastness of what makes the Kruger National Park a very special place. She 
showed us trees and flowers, antelopes and owls, the cute, the bad, the ugly, and, of course, the majestic and the 
marvellous. Yet, above all this, I wished with my whole heart for our guests to see at least one of the Kruger 
prides of Lions before leaving for Sabi Sands the next day. 

Cat sightings for the day: 1 (lion) 

Day 7  Sunday 9th October 

Elephant Plains; Sabi Sands  
 
Guides with an affinity for the bush will sometime say “I can feel it in my bones”. As our guest climbed on 
board the vehicles for their sunrise game drive, I had that inexplicable feeling in my own bones that we were 
going to experience what I call “lion magic” that morning. We chose to search a part of the Sweni route one 
more time before breakfast, and were rewarded with the most incredible scene, right in the open, close to the 
road. There were ten beautiful Lions sprawled out in the warmth of the early morning light. They gazed 
indifferently at us as we stopped our vehicles alongside them. The dark-maned lion we’d seen the day before had 
caught up with some of the Sweni pride. With him, we counted 4 lionesses and 5 young males, likely a break-
away pride from the original mega pride of the Sweni area. For an entire hour we were entertained by Lions 
stretching, yawning, rolling, flopping, pouncing, gambolling, striding and eventually stalking. We lost them as one 
by one, they disappeared into a deep gully to hunt what might have been a Buffalo heading to the water to drink.  
 
Finally, after days of searching, the magic had begun and was not about to end there… 
 

                     
 

                     
 
 
After our last scrummy breakfast with Doug and Alta, we began our final leg of the Kruger experience enroute 
to the Northern Sabi Sands. We stopped to admire a variety of wildlife at Nsemani Dam that included a distant, 
but awesome, visual of two magnificent male Lions relaxing in the shade of some thickets.  
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A bit further down the road, we came across a ‘needle in the 20,000km² Kruger Park haystack” rare find. A 
Cheetah! A beautiful solitary male Cheetah barely visible beneath a thick bush. The morning was already 
intensely warm and I anticipated he’d likely move to a more shaded area. This meant he’d need to walk across an 
open stretch of ground, cross the road in front of us, and flop down beneath the only decent shade of a Cassia 
tree. A tree, that happened to be right next to the road. As the Cheetah stood up and made his way, exactly as 
anticipated, I struggled to keep the guests calm as they haggled to get the best view of him. It was quite hilarious 
as I knew he would grant us a brief, full view of his splendour as he crossed the open ground. He strolled in 
front of our vehicle before flopping down under the tree a mere three metres from us. 
 
 

         
 
 
And then, there was still the thrill of the sunset/night drive at Elephant Plains. We were welcomed to the lodge 
in time for a light lunch and a quick freshen up before meeting ranger Dennis and tracker Chriswell. These two 
gentlemen were a dynamic team and took us on an enthralling drive into the wild. Our first thrill was spending 
time with the legendary Tiyani Leopardess. Well-known for her relaxed temperament, and being accustomed to 
safari vehicles, she allowed us to follow her through the bush as she set about preparing to hunt for the evening. 
After at least 20 amazing minutes in her presence, we made way for other vehicles and continued with our drive. 
Within an hour we found Rhino, another famous Leopardess (the exquisite Xudulu), Hyena, a well-known old 
male Lion (Dark Mane) and a pack of African Wild Dogs on the hunt. Dennis called it a ‘boom, boom safari’. 
“Leopard! Boom! Rhino! Boom! Hyena! Boom! Leopard again! Boom again! Lion! Boom! Wild Dogs! Boom!”  
 

                  
 

Cat sightings for the day: 6 (3 lion, 1 cheetah, 2 leopard) 

 

Tiyani Xidulu Tiyani 
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Day 8 Monday 10th October 

Elephant Plains; Sabi Sands  

We set out early in the morning for a more leisurely sunrise drive with Dennis & Chriswell and had an incredible 
encounter with some Elephants as we searched for big cats. (Two of them being bulls, huge gentle giants, 
browsing close to our vehicle). One of them ambled slowly up to us, blocking the road for a while before 
striding off into the bushes. We then came across a huge herd of buffalo ‘pouring’ out of the bush in their 
hundreds. They appeared to be on a mission to find water somewhere. It was deeply moving to witness the 
slightly chaotic caravan of, literally hundreds, of beasts crashing through the bush, only to seemingly completely 
vanish a few minutes later. We continued our drive and it wasn’t long before we were gazing up at the gorgeous 
face of a young sub-adult Leopard lying on top of a termite mound. She was Tiyani’s two year old cub, yet to be 
named. (For research purposes, various game reserves have started naming individual Leopards. With Lions, 
names are usually given to the whole pride with the exception of a few interesting individual males). 
 

                   
 
There were two Spotted Hyenas lying nearby. It’s not uncommon for Hyenas to follow Leopards in the hope of 
stealing any prey that gets caught, or at least retrieving a morsel or two that falls from a carcass hoisted up a tree. 
The rest of the drive was spent enjoying coffee out in the wild, general game viewing and birding before 
returning to camp where the daily routine is breakfast, relaxation, 2pm lunch, 4.30pm game drive. We saw 
Leopardess Xudulu again, spent time with a Rhino having a drink at a waterhole, and watched the sunset over 
one of the dams.  

Cat sightings for the day: 2 (Leopard)  

Day 9 Tuesday 11th October 

Nkorho; Sabi Sands  
Our last sunrise drive at Elephant Plains was spectacular!  We got news of a potential Lion sighting 
towards the northern boundary of the Sabi Sands. Our guide and tracker made it their mission to find 
Lions for us and find them, they did!  Poised elegantly on top of a large termite mound, were two 
magnificent Lionesses from a well-known pride called the Talamatis. Not far from them, lying in an 
open area, a third Lioness was snoozing with five fairly young cubs. Dennis told us that the Talamati 
pride had been elusive for some time and that the pride had temporarily split up. We felt very lucky to 
see these beautiful cats and spent well over half an hour with them before heading back to camp for 
our last breakfast at Elephant Plains.  
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Our traverse to Nkorho finished with a very warm welcome from the Nkorho crew. They are a truly wonderful 
team with firm handshakes and big friendly smiles. They served a lovely lunch on the lodge deck and we had a 
fair amount of time to settle into our beautiful rooms, rest a while, and prepare for the evening game drive. A 
very exuberant Matt was to be our ranger, and our tracker was gentle-natured Sydney. Our drive started with a 
very rare sighting of a male and female Ostrich with a clutch of young chicks out for an evening stroll. A while 
later we found Dark Mane and another male Lion known as Mohawk lying out in the open, bellies full to near 
bursting, legs in the air and absolutely no interest in us at all. Dark Mane and Mohawk form part of a coalition of 
three male Lions known as the Northern Avocas. We were pleased to see that Dark Mane looked a lot better 
than a few days before. (He has a limp caused by a deformity and this holds him back quite often so he has days 
where he looks pathetically thin). Not on this day though, one could surmise that he ate at least a quarter of a 
Buffalo or something rather large. Mohawk does not have the same placid temperament as his brother and is 
often elsewhere.  
 
Just after we left them, we got word that the Flat Rock male Leopard was also in the area. The guides told us that 
this Leopard is hardly ever seen, so we were truly blessed to find him and spend a considerable amount of time 
with him. We followed him for a while and discovered that the third Avoca male Lion, Blondie, (ridiculous name 
for a majestic lion), was snoozing next to a waterhole nearby. He became very alert as soon as he smelled the 
scent that the leopard was spraying on bushes and logs. The Leopard managed to elude the Lion, and eventually 
disappear from our view too.  
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After game drive we were treated to a delicious 3 course dinner in the camp boma. 

Cat sightings for the day: 4 (Lion + Leopard)  

Day 10 Wednesday 12th October 

Nkorho; Sabi Sands 

 
We awoke to yet another beautiful morning, met for coffee on the deck, and then headed out on game drive to 
explore a different area of the reserve. Things were initially quiet save for a brief glimpse of two Hyenas, some 
magnificent Kudu bulls crossing the road, and eventually, a bit of entertainment by some Dwarf Mongooses. 
Their little miniature bear-like faces peeping out of holes in a termite mound, made them irresistible to watch.  
 
Sensing that our guests were anxious to see more big cats, Matt was determined to travel wherever necessary to 
find them. A nearby private concession of the Sabi Sands, that firmly restricts other vehicles from entering their 
property, radioed Matt and invited him to traverse there, and permitted us to access a location where some Lions 
had been found. The pride was on the move and appeared to be stalking a herd of Buffalo. When we got to 
them, they had stopped beneath a marula tree to intently sniff the ground below. There was evidence that a 
Leopard had recently had a kill there. After sniffing around the tree and investigating bits of fur on the ground, 
the pride headed back across a gulley to where they’d first been seen. We were able to follow them and had the 
privilege of being able to park close to where they had decided to rest for a while. These were the sub adults, and 
only part of, the rather large and famous, Nkuhuma pride. 
 

                   
 
The sunset/evening drive brought forth Hyenas, Hippos, Crocodiles, aquatic birds, a variety of antelope, Giant 
Plated Lizards, Brown Spotted Geckos, sundowners on the rocks, and eventually, towards the end of the drive, a 
brief glimpse of a Leopard up a tree resting on its kill. We planned to come back to the location the next 
morning to try and identify which leopard it was. At dinner, we were entertained by some traditional African 
dancers. They also sang beautifully as they gyrated and stomped their feet to the hypnotic rhythm of drums made 
from wood and cow hide.  

Cat sightings for the day: 2 (Lion & Leopard) 
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Day 11 Thursday 13th October 

Departure 

In anticipation of finding that Leopard again, we headed towards where it was last seen with its kill. Whilst we 
waited for another vehicle to move away from the sighting, we were surrounded by a small herd of Elephants 
that entertained us with their antics. A young toddler elephant amused us with his wobbly-ears mock charges, 
spins and tumbles as he proudly showed off his version of intimidation. As the herd moved off, we were able to 
access the leopard sighting and literally park right underneath the branch upon which the Leopard sat with its 
kill. At the base of the tree a hyena lurked in the hope of snatching a falling morsel of meat from the carcass. 
After a while, the Leopard decided to jump down from the tree, growled at the Hyena and then lay down on the 
ground just a few metres away from both the hyena and our vehicle. A few minutes after that, he started walking 
towards the main access road. We followed and were blessed with a breath-taking, eye-to-eye view of him 
sprawled on top of an embankment. When his ears pricked up and he stared intently at the bushes behind him, 
we were surprised to see another Leopard approaching. She was much smaller than him and crouched behind a 
log when she felt she got too close.  
 
Some minutes later the male Leopard went back to guard his kill. The young female crossed in front of us, found 
a cool spot on the sand and settled down to relax. Later, when we’d had breakfast, checked out of the lodge and 
were on our way out of the Sabi Sands, we passed by the same area only to discover that Elephants had moved 
in to get some shade and there was no sign of either Leopard. By then, the male Leopard had been identified as 
the magnificent Ngoboswan from Mala Mala in the Southern Sabi Sands, and the female was a resident 
Leopardess by the name of Langa. Ngoboswan had travelled far from the south and brazenly strolled into several 
territories of norther Leopards. There’s sure to be some interesting Leopard interactions during the weeks to 
come. 
 
Cat sightings for the day: 2 (Leopard) 

        

 

 

 

Ngoboswan Langa 
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Day 12 Friday 14th November 

Our overnight flight landed in the morning at London Heathrow Airport, where another Naturetrek adventure 
came to an end. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
 
Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 
tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 

      
 
 

Lilac-breasted Roller - Satara Young male Waterbuck - Satara 

Young Kudu Bulls - Satara Kudu Cow - Satara 
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Martial Eagle - Satara Three-banded Plover – Sunset Dam 

Dwarf Mongoose – Elephant Plains Spotted Hyena – Elephant Plains 

Ostrich Family - Nkorho Morning coffee in the wild – Sabi Sands 

Flap-necked Chameleon - Nkorho Ngoboswan – Mala Mala leopard exploring 
Northern Sabi Sands 
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Species Lists 

Mammals (ü=recorded but not counted) 

 

N=Near-endemic October 2022 
Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Common Rock Hyrax Procavia capensis 

 
✓ 

        

African Elephant Loxodonta africana 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus 

     
✓ 

    

Lion Panthera leo 
 

✓ ✓ 
  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Leopard Panthera pardus 

  
✓ ✓ 

 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

African Civet Cat Civettictis civetta 
  

✓ 
       

Common Genet Genetta genetta 
  

✓ 
       

Spotted Hyaena Crocuta crocuta 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula 

   
✓ 

 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 

Slender Mongoose Herpestes sanguineus 
  

✓ ✓ 
      

White-tailed Mongoose Ichneumia albicauda 
  

✓ 
       

Black-backed Jackal Lupulella mesomelas 
     

✓ 
    

African Wild Dog Lycaon pictus 
     

✓ 
    

Plains Zebra Equus quagga 
 

✓ 
  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
White Rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum ✓ 

    
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus 
 

✓ 
   

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Impala Aepyceros melampus 

 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus 
 

✓ 
  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Sable Antelope Hippotragus niger ✓     ✓             
Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓   
Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus       ✓             
Steenbok Raphicerus campestris   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
African Buffalo Syncerus caffer ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   
Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓       
Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Greater Blue-eared Starling – Satara Camp Crested Barbet – Satara Camp 
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N=Near-endemic October 2022 
Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Peter's Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus crypturus 

 
  ✓ ✓             

Vervet Chlorocebus pygerythrus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓         
Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓       
Cape Scrub Hare - N Lepus saxatilis             ✓ ✓ ✓   
Smith's Bush Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi             ✓ ✓ ✓   
Nyala antelope Tragelaphus angasii     ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 

Birds (Species) 

 

N=Near-endemic I=Introduced  October 2022 
Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Common Ostrich Struthio camelus ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓     
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata             ✓       
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca ✓                   
African Pygmy Goose Nettapus auritus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Crested Francolin Ortygornis sephaena   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Natal Spurfowl Pternistis natalensis   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Swainson's Spurfowl Pternistis swainsonii           ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus       ✓     ✓       
Little Swift Apus affinis   ✓ ✓ ✓             
Grey Go-away-bird Crinifer concolor ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Purple-crested Turaco Gallirex porphyreolophus ✓                   
Red-crested Korhaan Lophotis ruficrista     ✓   ✓       ✓   
Burchell's Coucal Centropus burchellii   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       
Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas ✓   ✓               
Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       
Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos     ✓     ✓ ✓       
Black Crake Zapornia flavirostra           ✓         
Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus   ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓   
Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
White-crowned Lapwing Vanellus albiceps       ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris     ✓               
African Jacana Actophilornis africanus   ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓     
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   ✓ ✓               
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia   ✓                 
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓         
Black Stork Ciconia nigra   ✓                 
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus           ✓         
Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus 

senegalensis 
  ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓       

African Darter Anhinga rufa     ✓               
White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus     ✓               
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N=Near-endemic I=Introduced  October 2022 
Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Southern Bald Ibis Geronticus calvus   ✓                 
Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
African Spoonbill Platalea alba   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           
Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis     ✓ ✓   ✓         
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   
Goliath Heron Ardea goliath   ✓   ✓             
Great Egret Ardea alba   ✓ ✓               
Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia               ✓ ✓   
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta   ✓         ✓       
Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius       ✓             
Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus   ✓                 
African Cuckoo-Hawk Aviceda cuculoides                     
Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres               ✓ ✓   
White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis   ✓     ✓           
Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus           ✓   ✓ ✓   
Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓       
Wahlberg's Eagle Hieraaetus wahlbergi   ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Verreaux's Eagle Aquila verreauxii   ✓                 
Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus         ✓           
Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus           ✓         
African Hoopoe Upupa africana   ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus     ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓   
Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas   ✓ ✓               
Southern Ground Hornbill Bucorvus leadbeateri   ✓           ✓     
Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
African Grey Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Trumpeter Hornbill Bycanistes bucinator                     
Purple Roller Coracias naevius       ✓             
Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris     ✓ ✓             
Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima     ✓               
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis     ✓ ✓         ✓   
Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii           ✓         
Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni   ✓             ✓   
Olive Woodpecker Dendropicos griseocephalus   ✓                 
Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus   ✓                 
Brown-headed Parrot Poicephalus cryptoxanthus     ✓               
Cape Batis Batis capensis   ✓                 
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N=Near-endemic I=Introduced  October 2022 
Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Chinspot Batis Batis molitor   ✓ ✓               
Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis   ✓                 
Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus       ✓       ✓     
Cape Crow Corvus capensis ✓                   
Pied Crow Corvus albus ✓                   
White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis ✓                   
Sombre Greenbul Andropadus importunus             ✓       
Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor   ✓     ✓           
Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula   ✓                 
Mosque Swallow Cecropis senegalensis                 ✓   
Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica   ✓           ✓     
Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea     ✓               
Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Burchell's Starling Lamprotornis australis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio   ✓     ✓           
Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus           ✓ ✓   ✓   
Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorynchus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyana     ✓               
White-throated Robin-Chat Cossypha humeralis   ✓                 
White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini             ✓       
Mocking Cliff Chat Thamnolaea 

cinnamomeiventris 
  ✓                 

Familiar Chat Oenanthe familiaris   ✓                 
Greater Double-collared 
Sunbird 

Cinnyris afer   ✓                 

House Sparrow - I Passer domesticus   ✓                 
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger     ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓   
Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius       ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps               ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild       ✓             
Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala                     
African Firefinch Lagonosticta rubricata       ✓             
Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis   ✓                 
African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp     ✓     ✓         
Streaky-headed Seedeater Crithagra gularis   ✓                 
Cape Bunting Emberiza capensis   ✓                 
Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica   ✓                 
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Reptiles 

 
E = Endemic  October 2022 
Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Leopard Tortoise Stigmochelys pardalis           ✓         

Serrated Hinged Terrapin Pelusios sinuatus   ✓ ✓               

Flap-necked Chameleon Chamaeleo dilepis             ✓ ✓     

Southern Rock Agama Agama atra   ✓                 

Sekukhune Flat Lizard - E Platysaurus orientalis ✓                   

White-throated Monitor Varanus albigularis ✓   ✓               

Nile Monitor Varanus niloticus       ✓     ✓       

Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓             

Giant Plated Lizard Gerrhosaurus validus                 ✓   

Brown Spotted Gecko 
 

                ✓   

 


