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Tour Participants:  Toby Esplin (leader) with 4 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Monday 14th September 

In flight 

Day 2 Tuesday 15th September 

Langberg Guest Farm, Kimberley 

After a bumpy flight from Johannesburg to Kimberley, everybody was pleased to be on the ground and ready to 

get their safari started. The first mammal sighted was a lone Springbok grazing in the fields; however, the 

attention seemed all to be on the impressive flight displays of contrasting pinks and whites as large numbers of 

Lesser and Greater Flamingo flew into the shallows of the Kamfers Dam to feed on the microscopic Blue-green 

Algae. Partly overcast skies and a comfortable 26°C made for ideal viewing conditions of the Flamingos. After 20 

minutes, we decided to move on to the Kimberley Big Hole to admire the impressive mine that had been dug by 

hand, before having a light lunch and, shortly afterwards, checking in to our accommodation at the Langberg 

Guest Farm.  

 

Once refreshed and re-energised, we took a relaxed walk through the rocky outcrops behind the rooms in search 

of some more wildlife, finding species such as the beautiful Nyala and the elusive and shy Small Grey Mongoose. 

We returned in time to see the Buffalo and Sable Antelope herds coming in to a feeding camp that is utilised in 

dry weather conditions. We then enjoyed a pleasant dinner before taking advantage of an early night in 

preparation for the day to come. 

 

Weather:  moments of overcast weather, but generally clear and warm, 15/26°C 

Mammal Count:  5 species 

Day 3 Wednesday 16th September 

Langberg Guest Farm, Kimberley 

After a lovely home-cooked breakfast and a good night’s rest, we headed off to the Mokala National Park in 

search of some of the larger ‘hard-to-find’ species. Mokala National Park is a relatively small National Park but 

has the highest populations of some of the country’s rarer Antelope species, such as Sable and Roan Antelopes, 

Eland, Tsessebe, and Red Hartebeest. We had some rather enjoyable sightings of a variety of game coming down 

to a drink at a large natural pan, before the heat of the day set in. After lunch, we had a close-up look at an active 

Sociable Weaver’s nest and found that one of the nest chambers was occupied by a Pygmy Falcon that had 

recently caught, what looked to be a Southern Rock Agama. Returning to the Langberg Guest Farm with an 

hour or two to spare before meeting for an early dinner, most people took advantage of the opportunity to have 

a short nap, before the late night ahead.  

 

After dinner, we headed off to Marrick Safari for our first night drive which turned out to be rather rewarding! 

Sightings included two Black-footed Cat, two African Wildcat, one Aardvark, one Porcupine and more Bat-eared 

Fox and Springhares than we cared to count. The highlight of the night would have to be the first Black-footed 
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Cat that we encountered. Slowly but surely creeping, two or three metres at a time, closer to the Cat, eventually 

we were within photograph distance of this rare, shy and normally skittish species. We enjoyed the sighting for 

probably more than 20 minutes, watching it bathe itself and hop through the short grasses at any sounds it heard, 

before eventually it decided to disappear into the dark of the night. 

 

Weather:  clear and warm, 10/31°C 

Mammal Count:  27 species 

Day 4 Thursday 17th September 

Langberg Guest Farm - Kimberley 

We headed back to Mokala this morning, and found the antelopes were in abundance, especially the Red 

Hartebeest. We also had some nice sightings of the Blesbok, a sub-species of the Bontebok that is normally only 

found in the Cape region. Unfortunately, we were not so lucky after lunch and dipped out on the Black and 

White Rhinoceros, and the large (300+) herd of Buffalo that occur in Mokala. Returning to Langberg for a short 

siesta and a quick dinner, we headed off to Marrick for our second night drive, which again proved to be quite a 

successful night, with a long sighting of an Aardvark that was just leaving his burrow for the evening and was 

exploring the regions around him, before picking up our scent and moving off. This was followed by sightings of 

another two Aardvark, a relatively long sighting of an Aardwolf, and a couple of Porcupine. Toby and Johnny 

(from Marrick) found a Striped Polecat but, unfortunately, nobody else managed to see it 

 

Weather:  clear and warm, 7/27°C 

Mammal Count:  31 species 

Day 5 Friday 18th September 

Augrabies Falls National Park 

After our final breakfast at Langberg Guest Farm, we loaded our bags into the vehicles and set out on our 

journey north to the Augrabies Falls National Park where we would spend the next two nights. We took a short 

stop in Upington for lunch, then we drove on to Augrabies. Here we took a pleasant stroll down to the Falls 

where we had an opportunity to get some close sightings of the resident Rock Hyraxes (also known by their 

Afrikaans name, Dassies) and the endemic Augrabies Flat Lizards (Platysaurus broadleyi) that scamper around the 

rocks near the Falls. 

 

Weather:  clear and warm, 6/23°C 

Mammal Count:  3 species 
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Day 6 Saturday 19th September 

Augrabies Falls National Park 

This morning, we headed out in search of the Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra; however, we were not successful, 

but we did have some wonderfully scenic photo opportunities. We enjoyed coffee and tea while looking out over 

the Orange River from the Oranjekom (Orange Basin) lookout point, and enjoyed some pleasant bird watching 

while we also searched for mammals. Not to be defeated, we headed out on a night drive after an early dinner, 

and managed to find species such as the Klipspringer, a small antelope species that favours rocky outcrops and, 

finally, our target species: the Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra. 

 

Weather:  clear and warm, 10/29°C 

Mammal Count:  17 species 

Day 7 Sunday 20th September 

Twee Rivieren, Kgalagadi National Park 

After breakfast, we packed our bags and made our journey to the Kgalagadi National Park, arriving early enough 

in the afternoon that we had time to do a short afternoon drive before retiring for dinner at the Kgalagadi 

Lodge. This was the first opportunity we had to find some of the diurnal murid (rat and mouse) species such as 

the Brants’s Whistling Rat. 

 

Weather:  clear and warm, 14/28°C 

Mammal Count:  11 species 

Day 8 Monday 21st September 

!Xaus Lodge, Kgalagadi National Park 

With a full day of game viewing ahead of us before we would make our way to the !Xaus Lodge, we spent lots of 

time observing and photographing some of the smaller and often overlooked species, such as the Brants's 

Whistling Rat and the Four-striped Grass Mouse. This time of year is when many animals are starting to have 

young, and we were also fortunate enough to find a nest hidden in the undergrowth of a Three Thorn bush that 

had two Spike-heeled Lark chicks that were being fed by both parents. After checking in at the lodge, we enjoyed 

a lovely dinner and then joined one of our lodge guides, Melissa, on a pleasant night drive in the sandy dunes 

around the lodge. Finding species such as the African Wildcat and the Black-backed Jackal was exciting, but the 

highlight of the evening was getting a clear and open view of the Common Barking Gecko, its call dominating 

the sandy dunes throughout the night. 

 

Weather:  clear and warm, 11/29°C 

Mammal Count: 13 species 
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Day 9 Tuesday 22nd September 

!Xaus Lodge, Kgalagadi National Park 

Today we had our first early morning wake-up call for the trip, and we met for coffee and rusks before departing 

on a short drive over the dunes to a nearby location, from where we could comfortably walk back to the lodge. 

We learnt about many of the medicinal plants that historically, and some still presently, are used by the Bushmen 

to treat ailments and upsets. Several tracks and signs of animals were also found and explained in detail. We also 

came across a large Porcupine hole that was big enough for our Bushman guide, Andries, to stand in. After 

breakfast, we made our way down to the Bushman village, where we had an opportunity to observe how the 

Bushmen create some of their crafts. Intricate images are carefully and artistically burnt into hand-carved walking 

sticks, and jewellery is made from Ostrich eggs and Porcupine quills. On our walk to the village, we also found 

some Lion tracks that were leading to the water hole in front of the lodge and then back again, appearing to head 

over the back of the dunes at the other side of the pan. After visiting the village, we decided to take a short drive 

in the general directio that the Lions appeared to be travelling, and we found seven youngsters lying in the shade, 

giving us an open view with wonderful photo opportunities. Late in the afternoon, we headed out to enjoy a 

sundowner on the dunes at the opposite side of the pan. While we enjoyed the sunset, we were aware of being 

watched carefully by the curious Lions, still sitting in the shade two dunes away. 

 

Weather:  clear and cool morning, warming in the afternoon, 7/29°C 

Mammal Count:  15 species 

Day 10 Wednesday 23rd September 

!Xaus Lodge, Kgalagadi National Park 

After an early breakfast, we loaded up a picnic lunch and headed down to the Auob River to explore the richer 

game-viewing areas. Luck was on our side, with sightings of Spotted Hyaena, Honey Badger and a long and 

close-up sighting of Bat-eared Foxes that were resting in the shade. After dinner we headed out for a final night 

drive with our lodge guides, Andries and Melissa, and saw many species, such as the Springhare, Cape Fox, 

Black-backed Jackal, Scrub Hare and Steenbok. 

 

Weather:  clear and cool morning, clear and warm PM, 9/34°C 

Mammal Count:  15 species 

Day 11 Thursday 24th September 

Twee Rivieren, Kgalagadi National Park 

This morning was the second occasion we woke to Spotted Hyaenas that had been calling out around the lodge 

through the early hours of the morning. Unlike the previous day, when we had only heard them calling while we 

were all still in bed, this morning we were treated to a sighting of three of them coming down to drink while we 

ate breakfast. Then, while everyone was packing their bags ready to depart, a fight broke out between two of the 

Hyaena not more than five metres away from the balcony! What an amazing photo opportunity! After the 

excitement of the morning, we headed back down to the Auob river and on downstream, back toward the 
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Kgalagadi Lodge. Along the way, we were fortunate enough to find two more prides of Lions, and several 

African Wildcats sleeping in the trees. With the temperatures reaching the high 30’s, everybody appreciated a 

relaxed afternoon at the lodge before we headed back out on our final night drive. During the drive we had 

several close sightings of the interesting Springhare, that is often described as an African Kangaroo, and some 

very nice Southern White-faced Owls, but the highlight of the drive was just 50 metres before the end of the 

drive, when we spotted the largest of the African Owls, the Verraux’s Eagle-Owl, that was very cautiously 

watching a Brown Hyaena! 

 

Weather:  clear and warm, 13/35°C 

Mammal Count:  17 species 

Day 12 Friday 25th September 

Departure 

Today we headed towards Upington airport, where we caught our flight to Cape Town. Most people slept 

through the journey, finally getting some rest after a long but rewarding safari holiday… 

 

Weather:  clear and warm, 12/37°C 

Mammal Count:  17 species 

Day 13 Saturday 26th September 

Arrival in London from Cape Town  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals (= recorded but not counted;) 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

1 Aardvark Orycteropus afer 
 

 
      

    

2 Aardwolf Proteles cristata 
  


      

    

3 Antelope, Roan Hippotragus equinus 
 

 
      

    

4 Antelope, Sable Hippotragus niger 
 

 
      

    

5 Baboon, Chacma Papio ursinus 
  


 

 
   

    

6 Badger, Honey Mellivora capensis 
        

     

7 Bat, Cape Serotine Neoromicia capensis 
       


 

    

8 Bat, Egyptian Free-tailed Tadarida aegyptiaca 
    


    

    

9 Blesbok Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi 
  


      

    

10 Cat, Black-footed Felis nigripes 
 

 
      

    

11 Duiker, Common Sylvicapra grimmia 
  


      

    

12 Eland, Common Taurotragus oryx 
 

 
 


    

    

13 Fox, Bat-eared Otocyon megalotis 
 

 
   

      

14 Fox, Cape Vulpes chama 
       

     

15 Gemsbok (Oryx) Oryx gazella 
 

 
 

        

16 Giraffe, Southern Giraffa camelopardalis 
    


    

    

17 Hare, Cape Lepus capensis 
 

 
      

    

18 Hare, Scrub Lepus saxatilis 
 

 
 


   

    

19 Hare, Smith's Red Rock Pronolagus rupestris 
    


    

    

20 Hartebeest, Red Alcelaphus buselaphus caama 
 

 
 


  

      

21 Hyaena, Brown Hyaena brunnea 
         

   

22 Hyaena, Spotted Crocuta crocuta 
        

    

23 Hyrax, Rock Procavia capensis capensis 
   

  
   

    

24 Impala, Common Aepyceros melampus 
 

 
      

    

25 Jackal, Black-backed Canis mesomelas 
      

 
 

   

26 Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus 
    


    

    

27 Kudu, Greater Tragelaphus strepsiceros 
 

 
      

   

28 Lion Panthera leo 
       


 

   

29 Meerkat (Suricate) Suricata suricatta  
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

30 Mongoose, Slender Galerella sanguinea 
   


 


   

    

31 Mongoose, Small Grey Herpestes pulverulentus 
        

    

32 Mongoose, Yellow Atilax paludinosus           

33 Monkey, Vervet Cercopithecus aethiops 
 

 
 

 
   

    

34 Mouse, Gerbil Malacothrix typica 
  


      

    

35 Nyala Tragelaphus angasii 
 

 
      

    

36 Porcupine, Cape Hystrix africaeaustralis 
 

 
      

    

37 Rat, Brants's Whistling Parotomys brantsii 
     

       

38 Rat, Four-striped Grass Rhabdomys pumilio 
      


 

     

39 Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis   
 

      

40 Springhare Pedetes capensis 
 

 
 

  
  

   

41 Squirrel, South African Ground Xerus inauris   
 

      

42 Steenbok Raphicerus campestris 
 

 
 


 

      

43 Tsessebe, Common Damaliscus lunatus lunatus 
 

 
      

    

44 Warthog, Desert Phacochoerus aethiopicus 
 

 
      

    

45 Wildcat, African  Felis silvestris lybica 
 

 
   

      

46 Wildebeest, Black Connochaetes gnou 
 

 
      

    

47 Wildebeest, Blue Connochaetes taurinus 
 

 
   

      

48 Zebra, Hartmann's Mountain Equus zebra hartmannae 
    


    

    

49 Zebra, Plains Equus quagga 
 

 
      

    

Birds 

Common Ostrich,  Struthio camelus Helmeted Guineafowl,  Numida meleagris Egyptian Goose,  Alopochen aegyptiaca 

South African Shelduck,  Tadorna cana Red-billed Teal,  Anas erythrorhyncha Greater Flamingo,  Phoenicopterus roseus 

Lesser Flamingo,  Phoeniconaias minor African Sacred Ibis,  Threskiornis aethiopicus Hadada Ibis,  Bostrychia hagedash 

African Spoonbill,  Platalea alba Grey Heron,  Ardea cinerea Little Egret,  Egretta garzetta 

Hamerkop,  Scopus umbretta Reed Cormorant,  Microcarbo africanus White-breasted Cormorant,  Phalacrocorax lucidus 

Secretarybird,  Sagittarius serpentarius Black-winged Kite,  Elanus caeruleus African Harrier-Hawk,  Polyboroides typus 

White-backed Vulture,  Gyps africanus Black-chested Snake Eagle,  Circaetus pectoralis Bateleur,  Terathopius ecaudatus 

Martial Eagle,  Polemaetus bellicosus Tawny Eagle,  Aquila rapax Verreaux’s Eagle,  Aquila verreauxii 
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Gabar Goshawk,  Micronisus gabar Pale Chanting Goshawk,  Melierax canorus African Fish Eagle,  Haliaeetus vocifer 

Pygmy Falcon,  Polihierax semitorquatus Rock Kestrel,  Falco rupicolus Greater Kestrel,  Falco rupicoloides 

Red-necked Falcon,  Falco chicquera Lanner Falcon,  Falco biarmicus Denham’s Bustard,  Neotis denhami 

Kori Bustard,  Ardeotis kori Northern Black Korhaan,  Afrotis afraoides Red-crested Korhaan,  Lophotis ruficrista 

Spotted Thick-knee,  Burhinus capensis Black-winged Stilt,  Himantopus himantopus Blacksmith Lapwing,  Vanellus armatus 

Crowned Lapwing,  Vanellus coronatus Three-banded Plover,  Charadrius tricollaris Double-banded Courser,  Rhinoptilus africanus 

Grey-headed Gull,  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus Namaqua Sandgrouse,  Pterocles namaqua Speckled Pigeon,  Columba guinea 

Ring-necked Dove (Cape Turtle D),  Streptopelia capicola Laughing Dove,  Streptopelia senegalensis Namaqua Dove,  Oena capensis 

Western Barn Owl,  Tyto alba Southern White-faced Owl,  Ptilopsis granti Spotted Eagle-Owl,  Bubo africanus 

Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl,  Bubo lacteus Rufous-cheeked Nightjar,  Caprimulgus rufigena African Palm Swift,  Cypsiurus parvus 

Alpine Swift,  Tachymarptis melba Bradfield’s Swift,  Apus bradfieldi Little Swift,  Apus affinis 

White-rumped Swift,  Apus caffer White-backed Mousebird,  Colius colius Red-faced Mousebird,  Urocolius indicus 

Lilac-breasted Roller,  Coracias caudatus Giant Kingfisher,  Megaceryle maxima Swallow-tailed Bee-eater,  Merops hirundineus 

European Bee-eater,  Merops apiaster African Hoopoe,  Upupa africana Common Scimitarbill,  Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

African Grey Hornbill,  Lophoceros nasutus Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill,  Tockus leucomelas Brown-crowned Tchagra,  Tchagra australis 

Crimson-breasted Shrike,  Laniarius atrococcineus Southern Fiscal,  Lanius collaris Fork-tailed Drongo,  Dicrurus adsimilis 

Cape Crow,  Corvus capensis Pied Crow,  Corvus albus Fawn-coloured Lark,  Calendulauda africanoides 

Sabota Lark,  Calendulauda sabota Karoo Long-billed Lark,  Certhilauda subcoronata Spike-heeled Lark,  Chersomanes albofasciata 

Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark,  Eremopterix verticalis African Red-eyed Bulbul,  Pycnonotus nigricans Greater Striped Swallow,  Cecropis cucullata 

Rock Martin,  Ptyonoprogne fuligula Black-chested Prinia,  Prinia flavicans Chestnut-vented Warbler,  Sylvia subcaerulea 

Cape White-eye,  Zosterops virens capensis Orange River White-eye,  Zosterops pallidus Cape Starling,  Lamprotornis nitens 

Pale-winged Starling,  Onychognathus nabouroup Groundscraper Thrush,  Turdus litsitsirupa Cape Robin-Chat,  Cossypha caffra 

Kalahari Scrub Robin,  Cercotrichas paena Mountain Wheatear,  Myrmecocichla monticola Familiar Chat,  Oenanthe familiaris 

Tractrac Chat,  Emarginata tractrac Ant-eating Chat,  Myrmecocichla formicivora Short-toed Rock Thrush,  Monticola brevipes 

Marico Flycatcher,  Melaenornis mariquensis Fiscal Flycatcher,  Melaenornis silens Dusky Sunbird,  Cinnyris fuscus 

White-browed Sparrow-Weaver,  Plocepasser mahali Sociable Weaver,  Philetairus socius House Sparrow,  Passer domesticus 

Cape Sparrow,  Passer melanurus Southern Grey-headed Sparrow,  Passer diffusus Scaly-feathered Weaver,  Sporopipes squamifrons 



South Africa's Rare Mammals  Tour Report 

 

 

4  © Naturetrek     
 

Southern Masked Weaver,  Ploceus velatus Red-billed Quelea,  Quelea quelea Red-headed Finch,  Amadina erythrocephala 

Violet-eared Waxbill,  Uraeginthus granatinus Cape Wagtail,  Motacilla capensis African Pipit,  Anthus cinnamomeus 

Black-throated Canary,  Crithagra atrogularis Yellow Canary,  Crithagra flaviventris Cinnamon-breasted Bunting,  Emberiza tahapisi 

Cape Bunting,  Emberiza capensis Yellow-throated Petronia,  Gymnoris superciliaris  

 


