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Tour Participants:  Gavin Sims & Toby Esplin (leaders) with 10 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Monday 12th October 

In flight 

Day 2 Tuesday 13th October 

Langberg Guest Farm, Kimberley 

Arriving to clear and warm skies, and after meeting our guides Gavin and Toby, we made our way up to the 

famous Kamfers Dam, one of only four known nesting sites in Africa for the Lesser Flamingo. Although 

extensive work to construct a breeding island on the former seasonal wetland was completed in September 2006, 

breeding only took place in the first three seasons before the island was flooded due to an increase in annual 

rainfall in 2010/2011, and an increased amount of storm water and partially treated sewage effluent that was 

pumped into the lake. Since 2014 however, measures have been put in place to maintain suitable water levels in 

the dam and while the Flamingos have not yet started breeding there again, the dam is home to some 20,000+ 

Lesser Flamingos year round, with records of up to nearly 60,000 individuals!  

 

We then headed down to the Kimberley Big Hole for lunch and an appreciation of the 240m-deep, hand-dug 

Diamond Mine, before checking in to the Langberg Guest Farm. After a freshen up, we took a casual walk in the 

surrounding lodge area, and we were fortunate enough to get a sighting of a Four-striped Grass Mouse, a species 

that we often only have chances of finding on days 6 or 7. After dinner, a few people also joined Gavin and 

Toby for a scorpion walk, and were lucky enough to find several Lesser Thick-tailed Scorpions (Uroplectes 

carinatus), a member of the scorpion family that has been labelled as the most reported cause of stings, due to its 

tendency to hide in old wood that is commonly collected for fires. 

 

Weather:  clear and warm, max 33/16°C 

Mammal Count:  6 species 

Day 3 Wednesday 14th October 

Langberg Guest Farm, Kimberley 

Mokala National Park, one of South Africa’s newest National Parks, welcomed us with some wonderful sightings 

right from the start of the drive, with some of the first animals seen including the truly majestic Sable Antelope, 

the well-known White-tailed Gnu (also known as the Black Wildebeest) and a truly iconic African species, the 

Plains Zebra. The population of Plains Zebra (Equus quagga) in the Mokala National Park is unique as they form 

part of a special project that is spread across several of the Game and Nature Reserves in the dry Karoo region 

of South Africa. It is a project that aims to breed back into existence (or at least as close as possible) an extinct 

sub-species of Plains Zebra known as the Quagga (Equus quagga quagga). The Quagga Project was started back in 

1987 with the intention of rectifying a man-made mistake that saw the last populations of Quagga hunted out for 

their hides and meat. It was only realised many years after the last known female Quagga died in Amsterdam zoo 

in 1883 that she was in fact the last remaining representative of the sub-species. Through molecular studies that 

compared Mitochondrial DNA extracted from both the common Plains Zebra and tissue samples from 
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preserved Quagga skins, it was decided that there were enough similarities to justify an attempt to implement the 

re-breeding programme. Plains Zebra that showed similar characteristics to the Quagga were carefully selected 

and on April 24th, some 28 years ago, the project commenced. 

 

After such a warm day travelling through Mokala, nobody was expecting the temperatures during the night drive 

at Marrick to drop as low as they did; however, the sightings made up for it! We started off the drive with several 

Barn Owls that were rather obliging to those who had never had the opportunity to see or photograph a Barn 

Owl in the wild; this was followed by a pair of juvenile Porcupines, a rather timid but somewhat photogenic 

Southern African Hedgehog and, although for only a short period, a highly sought-after sighting of the peculiar 

Aardvark! 

 

Weather:  clear and cool morning, warming throughout the day, 34/9°C 

Mammal Count:  28 species 

Day 4 Thursday 15th October 

Langberg Guest Farm – Kimberley 

After the previous day’s amazing sightings, everybody was keen and excited to get back in to Mokala to see what 

else this magical African country had in store, and we were not to be disappointed! Taking a few loop roads and 

stopping at a bird hide seemed to be the right thing to do, as we slowly but surely added more and more specials 

to our list, such as the elusive Eland, the African Buffalo, the White Rhinoceros and our first sighting for the trip 

of the Southern Giraffe. 

 

Despite the African continent having a ‘warm’ sound to it, the low temperatures of the night once again set in, 

but our night drive back at Marrick proved its worth, with sightings of Bat-eared Fox, Black-backed Jackal and 

Smith’s Red Rock Rabbit (Hare), though the excitement of the evening went to a sighting of a Black-footed Cat, 

a rare enough sighting on its own, that was stalking and caught a Highveld Gerbil! After such an eventful 

evening, we stopped in the veld and admired the starry night while sipping warm coffee and tea, everybody 

amazed at the stars that are visible in the Southern hemisphere. As the South Pole is oriented more toward the 

centre of our own galaxy, the Milky Way, it is often said that there are more stars visible to the naked eye than in 

the Northern Hemisphere… 

 

Weather:  clear and warm, cool evening, 23/9°C 

Mammal Count:  33 species 

Day 5 Friday 16th October 

Augrabies Falls National Park 

Departing the region of Kimberley and Mokala, we started on our journey toward the Augrabies Falls National 

Park, passing through small towns along the way such as the eye-catching Kakamas. The landscape in this region 

portrays an amazing contrast, with red clay soils and rocky barren outcrops that reflect volcanic activity from 

millions of years ago, and then blending somewhat magically into it a winding oasis, the Orange River, flowing 
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westward through the mosaic of Grape and Raisin farms, all the way from the Drakensberg Mountains in 

Lesotho to the Atlantic Ocean. After check-in, we took a short walk to several of the viewpoints overlooking the 

Augrabies falls, enjoying some nice sightings of the Augrabies Flat Lizards, a Western Rock Skink and the Rock 

Hyraxes (known locally as Dassies). 

 

Weather:  clear and warm, cool evening, 29/8°C 

Mammal Count:  9 species 

Day 6 Saturday 17th October 

Augrabies Falls National Park 

The original inhabitants of the Augrabies area were the Khoi people; the name Augrabies itself is derived from 

the Khoi word Aukoerebis, which means ‘the place of great noise’. Many African languages are very descriptive and 

literally translate a characteristic feature of a place or object into a name. Not only is this evident in the naming 

of Augrabies, but also in the native fauna and flora. The peculiar looking Quiver Trees that welcome you as you 

enter into the National Park area are another example, taking their local Afrikaans name, Kokerboom, from the 

derived San tradition of hollowing the branches to use as quivers (kokers) for their hunting arrows.  

 

While one or two braved an early morning to photograph the sun rising over the mountains and take a pre-

breakfast walk down to the falls, everybody else enjoyed catching up on some sleep. We then headed out for a 

scenic drive in search of some arid-zone wildlife in a place that, at times, feels like another world: a heavily 

weathered, granite landscape that appears barren and desolate of all life forms. The heat started early, and before 

10am we had reached 30°C. However, we were still fortunate enough to find several rewarding species including 

three Cape Clawless Otters, searching the rocky banks of the Orange River for freshwater molluscs and fish, 

along with one of Africa’s largest Eagles, the Verreaux’s Eagle. Being in the right place at the right time to see a 

pair of these magnificent Eagles soaring over the cliff edges in search of their main prey animal, the Rock Hyrax, 

was truly special. The Verreaux’s Eagles often hunt in pairs and will do so by diversion, one Eagle flying within 

easy sight of their target species, while the second Eagle attacks from a hidden location.  

 

Taking a break from the midday heat and heading back to camp, several members of the group enjoyed a 

pleasant self-guided walk down to the Twin Falls before we all met for an early dinner and then headed out on 

our night drive. In such a dry and barren landscape, it’s amazing how suddenly things come to life once the 

weather has cooled down. Wildlife that seemed absent during daylight hours suddenly appears and locations we 

had driven by during the morning were now silhouetted against the setting sun with herds of Eland and, standing 

high on the points of its modified hooves, the ballerina of the rocks, the Klipspringer. 

 

Weather:  hot throughout the day, easing in the evening, 36/10°C 

Mammal Count:  22 species 
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Day 7 Sunday 18th October 

Twee Rivieren, Kgalagadi National Park 

Leaving the Martian landscape of Augrabies and the Orange River behind, we made our way north through the 

edges of the Kalahari Desert, until we finally arrived at the Kgalagadi National Park. The Kalahari Desert is 

home to an amazing variety of wildlife and, surprisingly, more than 58 species of mammals can be found there. 

That’s almost as many as can be found in the Mara! As we approached the desert dune regions of the Kalahari, 

we noticed how the landscape starts to become very confusing. Each time you rise over the peak of another 

dune, you feel an odd sensation of deja vu and the realisation of how easily you could get lost or disoriented in 

this harsh environment becomes a reality… One of the most intriguing small mammals of the desert is the 

Suricate (more commonly known as the Meerkat). Their foraging for insects, lizards and scorpions, and their 

ability to work so closely as a group (a sentinel dedicated to watching for predators, surrogate mothers dedicated 

to watching over the young throughout the day), can make for hours of fascinating and intriguing observations, 

though unless you target specific areas, they are by no means easy to find. We, however, were fortunate enough 

to find a relatively large group scampering from the side of the road as they hurriedly moved their young from 

one burrow to the next.  

 

As the evening cooled down again, we headed out on a night drive and were treated to a rather long and 

rewarding sighting of a Brown Hyaena at one of the waterholes. It appeared to be nursing some wounds, and 

spent probably more than 20 minutes bathing in the shallows of the water. 

 

Weather:  hot throughout the day, 38/14°C 

Mammal Count:  17 species 

Day 8 Monday 19th October 

!Xaus Lodge, Kgalagadi National Park 

The drive to !Xaus Lodge was rich in sightings, from the Blue Wildebeest that some people had missed seeing in 

Mokala National Park, to the Kori Bustards and Secretarybirds that are always a favourite to see. While the Auob 

and Nossob Rivers are ephemeral rivers, the trees and vegetation that are well established in these dry river beds 

are accustomed to the arid conditions and lack of surface water. Certain species, such as the Camel Thorn and 

the Shepherd’s Tree, grow large root networks that can penetrate some 60+ metres below the surface to tap into 

underground water sources, and provide a good source of shade which attracts large herds of wildlife during the 

heat of the day. Arriving at !Xaus Lodge in time to check into our rooms and have a cold drink, we were given a 

brief history of the local Mier and Komani San Bushmen tribes that once used to inhabit the area, before we 

headed out on a night drive over the dunes, finding some of the other nocturnal species, such as the Springhare 

and Bat-eared Fox. 

 

Weather:  hot throughout the day, 36/18°C 

Mammal Count:  15 species 
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Day 9 Tuesday 20th October 

!Xaus Lodge, Kgalagadi National Park 

Waking to hear the last calls of the Barking Geckos as they finished their night time performance, we drove out a 

short distance from the lodge, and found a Brown Hyaena taking in the last moments of the cool morning 

breeze. After taking a few photos, we moved on to enjoy the great pleasure of a guided walk through the dunes 

by our Bushmen guides, Andries and Melissa. Taking a walk through any natural environment enhances your 

senses and your understanding of your surroundings, and you are presented with opportunities to see species of 

both fauna and flora that you may have easily overlooked when driving by in a vehicle. This is even more evident 

in the desert, when you start to observe the tracks of the many murid species that have been active throughout 

the night and into the crepuscular periods. And if you’re fortunate enough, as we were, you may also find one of 

these species still active, such as the Bushveld Elephant Shrew. 

 

After a lovely breakfast, a visit to the local Bushman craft village, then a much needed siesta after all of the late 

nights, we were off again for another night drive. This evening gave us opportunities to see the African Wildcat 

and Cape Fox intently scanning their environments, utilising all of their senses to locate prey as it forages and 

scampers beneath the sparsely vegetated dunes. 

 

Weather:  hot throughout the day, 38/15°C 

Mammal Count:  19 species 

Day 10 Wednesday 21st October 

!Xaus Lodge, Kgalagadi National Park 

After an early morning wake-up call and a light breakfast, we headed out for a longer day drive back into the dry 

Auob River. Contrary to the reference ‘dry river’, the plant life that is able to tap into the groundwater provides a 

habitat that can support a higher density of wildlife than found deeper in the dunes; this also means that, even in 

the heat of the day, it’s still possible to find a large number of species of mammals. While passing by a borehole 

on our way there, Andries noticed some fresh Lion tracks and, making a slight detour, we managed to find a 

nice-sized pride of 11 adults and juveniles. The river provided some nice sightings of several species, including 

the Spotted Hyaena and a rather interesting ginger-coloured African Wildcat!  

 

Before dinner, we headed out for a short drive in search of the Lions we had seen earlier that morning and, when 

we did find them, the females were busy stalking a lone male Oryx. In anticipation we waited, hoping that 

something would unfold, but it appeared that the Lions were waiting for the added camouflage of darkness. 

Deciding to move on and head back to the lodge for dinner, we were all pleasantly surprised when we noticed 

one of the Lionesses approaching the waterhole in front of the lodge. While at first it appeared that she had 

isolated herself from the rest of the group, then came a second, then a third, and just when we thought they 

would have their drink and return back into the dunes, Toby noticed another Oryx close to the rooms, 

somewhat oblivious to the hungry Lions that had by now started to stalk him… Our anticipation building up 

once again, as the Oryx led the Lions over the dunes, we all raced for our cameras and hopped back into the 

safari vehicles to follow the action, but despite searching for almost an hour, we lost all sight and tracks… 
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Weather:  hot throughout the day, 35/14°C 

Mammal Count:  21 species 

Day 11 Thursday 22nd October 

Twee Rivieren, Kgalagadi National Park 

Spending the last moments at !Xaus Lodge, is always accompanied by a sadness. This vast desert, as inhospitable 

as it may seem, has a tendency to penetrate into the very depths of one’s soul and fills a void that one never 

knew existed. For some it’s the sense of being at home in their ancestral land on this magical continent, for 

others it’s the realisation that the tour is almost over; either way, with heavy hearts we packed our bags and 

headed back over the dunes to enjoy what Africa had in store for us on our last full day. By the time we reached 

the Auob River and transferred back into the vans, the temperature was again rising beyond the comfort levels of 

many animals, and much of the game to be seen was gathering in large herds under the shade of the Camel 

Thorns. Several of the waterholes had also attracted a rather special species of bird, the Secretarybird. The 

Secretarybird has a widely varied diet of amphibians, insects, birds and reptiles (especially snakes), hence the 

zoological name of Sagittarius (an Archer) serpentarius (pertaining to a snake, with reference to diet). Unfortunately, 

they are also a threatened species due to habitat loss, and are currently listed as Vulnerable by the IUCN 

(International Union for Conservation of Nature).  

 

Moving on from the waterholes and we were yet again in for a very special treat and another vulnerable species. 

A Cheetah that had just made a kill was resting, away from his Springbok carcass, in the shade. The Cheetah is 

renowned for its speed with, among other adaptations, an enlarged heart and lungs that aide in its ability to reach 

consistent speeds of up to 98km/h (60mph). With the heart pumping in the region of 200 to 250 beats per 

minute after a chase, it is often in need of a long rest to slow this back down to a manageable level before it can 

enjoy a meal. With several attempts and rests in between, the Cheetah gradually dragged his prey into the shade 

and we ourselves decided to make our way back to Twee Rivieren for a cold drink and some lunch. 

 

Our last night drive was not as successful as the rest; however, we did have several more sightings of the Cape 

Fox, the African Wildcat and the appropriately named ‘Kalahari Kangaroo’, the Springhare, to finish off our 

desert experience. 

 

Weather:  hot throughout the day, 38/17°C 

Mammal Count:  13 species 

Day 12 Friday 23rd October 

Departure 

Packing our bags for the last time and making our way back toward the town of Upington, we bid farewell to 

Gavin and Toby and boarded our flight to Johannesburg. As there was a reasonable gap before our flight home, 

we were all able to participate in one last drive through the Rietvlei Nature Reserve with Natalie, and added a few 

final species to our list, such as the Blesbok, Hippopotamus and Grey Rhebok. 
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Weather:  hot throughout the day, 41/16°C 

Mammal Count: 9 

Day 13 Saturday 24th October 

Arrival in London from Cape Town  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  
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http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 Aardvark Orycteropus afer                     

2 Aardwolf Proteles cristata                      

3 Antelope, Roan Hippotragus equinus                      

4 Antelope, Sable Hippotragus niger                      

5 Baboon, Chacma Papio ursinus                    

6 Badger, Honey Mellivora capensis                      

7 Bat, Cape Serotine Neoromicia capensis             

8 Bat, Dent's Horseshoe Rhinolophus denti                     

9 Bat, Egyptian Free-tailed Tadarida aegyptiaca                     

10 Blesbok Damaliscus pygargus pygargus                     

11 Buffalo Syncerus caffer                      

12 Cat, Black-footed Felis nigripes                     

13 Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus                      

14 Duiker, Common Sylvicapra grimmia                      

15 Eland Taurotragus oryx                   

16 Elephant-shrew, Bushveld Elephantulus intufi                      

17 Fox, Bat-eared Otocyon megalotis                  

18 Fox, Cape Vulpes chama                   

19 Gemsbok (Oryx) Oryx gazella               

20 Genet, Small-spotted Genetta genetta                    

21 Gerbil, Highveld Gerbilliscus brantsii                      

22 Giraffe, Southern Giraffa camelopardalis                   

23 Hare, Cape Lepus capensis                     

24 Hare, Scrub Lepus saxatilis                

25 Hare (Rabbit), Smith's Red Rock Pronolagus rupestris                     

26 Hartebeest, Red Alcelaphus buselaphus caama             

27 Hedgehog, Southern African Atelerix frontalis                      

28 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius                     

29 Hyaena, Brown Hyaena brunnea                     
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

30 Hyaena, Spotted Crocuta crocuta                      

31 Hyrax, Rock Procavia capensis capensis                    

32 Impala Aepyceros melampus                

33 Jackal, Black-backed Canis mesomelas                  

34 Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus                      

35 Kudu, Greater Tragelaphus strepsiceros                   

36 Lion Panthera leo                      

37 Meerkat (Suricate) Suricata suricatta                     

38 Mongoose, Slender Galerella sanguinea                    

39 Mongoose, Small Grey Herpestes pulverulentus                      

40 Mongoose, Yellow Atilax paludinosis             

41 Monkey, Vervet Cercopithecus aethiops                   

42 Mouse, Southern African Pouched Saccostomus campestris                      

43 Nyala Tragelaphus angasii                      

44 Otter, Cape Clawless Aonyx capensis                      

45 Porcupine, Cape Hystrix africaeaustralis                     

46 Rat, Brants's Whistling Parotomys brantsii                    

47 Rat, Four-striped Grass Rhabdomys pumilio                      

48 Rhebok, Grey Pelea capreolus                     

49 Rhinoceros, White Ceratotherium simum                   

50 Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis               

51 Springhare Pedetes capensis                

52 Squirrel, S. African Ground Xerus inauris             

53 Steenbok Raphicerus campestris               

54 Tsessebe, Common Damaliscus lunatus lunatus                     

55 Warthog, Desert Phacochoerus aethiopicus                     

56 Waterbuck, Common Kobus ellipsiprymnus                    

57 Wildcat, African  Felis silvestris lybica                  

58 Wildebeest, Black Connochaetes gnou                   

59 Wildebeest, Blue Connochaetes taurinus                  

60 Zebra, Plains Equus quagga                   



South Africa's Rare Mammals Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     April 16 3 
 

Birds 

Common Ostrich,  Struthio camelus Helmeted Guineafowl,  Numida meleagris Orange River Francolin,  Scleroptila gutturalis 

Egyptian Goose,  Alopochen aegyptiaca African Black Duck,  Anas sparsa Yellow-billed Duck,  Anas undulata 

Little Grebe,  Tachybaptus ruficollis Greater Flamingo,  Phoenicopterus roseus Lesser Flamingo,  Phoeniconaias minor 

African Sacred Ibis,  Threskiornis aethiopicus Hadada Ibis,  Bostrychia hagedash Western Cattle Egret,  Bubulcus ibis 

Grey Heron,  Ardea cinerea Goliath Heron,  Ardea goliath Great Egret,  Ardea alba 

Yellow-billed Egret,  Egretta intermedia Hamerkop,  Scopus umbretta Reed Cormorant,  Microcarbo africanus 

White-breasted Cormorant,  Phalacrocorax lucidus African Darter,  Anhinga rufa Secretarybird,  Sagittarius serpentes 

Black-winged Kite,  Elanus caeruleus White-backed Vulture,  Gyps africanus Black-chested Snake Eagle,  Circaetus pectoralis 

Martial Eagle,  Polemaetus bellicosus Booted Eagle,  Hieraaetus pennatus Tawny Eagle,  Aquila rapax 

Verreaux’s Eagle,  Aquila verreauxii Steppe Buzzard,  Buteo buteo vulpinus Gabar Goshawk,  Micronisus gabar 

Pale Chanting Goshawk,  Melierax canorus African Fish Eagle,  Haliaeetus vocifer Pygmy Falcon,  Polihierax semiitorquatus 

Eurasian Hobby,  Falco subbuteo Lesser Kestrel,  Falco naumanni Rock Kestrel,  Falco rupicolus 

Greater Kestrel,  Falco rupicoloides Lanner Falcon,  Falco biarmicus Kori Bustard,  Ardeotis kori 

Red-crested Korhaan,  Lophotis ruficrista Northern Black Korhaan,  Afrotis afraoides African Purple Swamphen,  Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Common Moorhen,  Gallinula chloropus Red-knobbed Coot,  Fulica cristata Spotted Thick-knee,  Burhinus capensis 

African Wattled Lapwing,  Vanellus senegallus Blacksmith Lapwing,  Vanellus armatus Crowned Lapwing,  Vanellus coronatus 

Three-banded Plover,  Charadrius tricollaris Wood Sandpiper,  Tringa glareola Double-banded Courser,  Rhinoptilus africanus 

Grey-headed Gull,  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus Namaqua Sandgrouse,  Pterocles namaqua Double-banded Sandgrouse,  Pterocles bicintus 

Burchell’s Sandgrouse,  Pterocles burchelli Rock Dove,  Columba livia Speckled Pigeon,  Columba guinea 

Ring-necked Dove (Cape Turtle D),  Streptopelia capicola Laughing Dove,  Streptopelia senegalensis Namaqua Dove,  Oena capensis 

Dideric Cuckoo,  Chrysococcyx caprius Red-chested Cuckoo,  Cuculus solitarius African Cuckoo,  Cuculus gularis 

Western Barn Owl,  Tyto alba Southern White-faced Owl,  Ptilopsis granti Spotted Eagle-Owl,  Bubo africanus 

Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl,  Bubo lacteus Pearl-spotted Owlet,  Glaucidium perlatum Rufous-cheeked Nightjar,  Caprimulgus rufigena 

African Palm Swift,  Cypsiurus parvus Alpine Swift,  Apus melba Bradfield’s Swift,  Apus bradfieldi 

Little Swift,  Apus affinis White-rumped Swift,  Apus caffer White-backed Mousebird,  Colius colius 

Red-faced Mousebird,  Urocolius indicus Purple Roller,  Coracias naevius Swallow-tailed Bee-eater,  Merops hirundineus 

European Bee-eater,  Merops apiaster African Hoopoe,  Upupa africana Common Scimitarbill,  Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

African Grey Hornbill,  Lophoceros nasutus Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill,  Tockus leucomelas Acacia Pied Barbet,  Tricholaema leucomelas 

Crested Barbet,  Trachyphonus vaillantii Lesser Honeyguide,  Indicator minor Cardinal Woodpecker,  Dendropicos fuscescens 
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Pririt Batis,  Batis pririt Crimson-breasted Shrike,  Laniarius atrococcineus Grey-headed Bushshrike,  Malaconotus blanchoti 

Brubru,  Nilaus afer Southern Fiscal,  Lanius collaris Fork-tailed Drongo,  Dicrurus adsimilis 

Cape Crow,  Corvus capensis Pied Crow,  Corvus albus Ashy Tit,  Parus cinerascens 

Cape Penduline Tit,  Anthoscopus minutus Rufous-naped Lark,  Mirafra africana Eastern Clapper Lark,  Mirafra fasciolata 

Fawn-coloured Lark,  Calendulauda africanoides Sabota Lark,  Calendulauda sabota Karoo Long-billed Lark,  Certhilauda subcoronata 

Spike-heeled Lark,  Chersomanes albofasciata Pink-billed Lark,  Spizocorys conirostris Black-eared Sparrow-Lark,  Eremopterix australis 

African Red-eyed Bulbul,  Pycnonotus nigricans Greater Striped Swallow,  Cecropis cucullata Red-breasted Swallow,  Cecropis semirufa 

Long-billed Crombec,  Sylvietta rufescens African Reed Warbler,  Acrocephalus baeticatus Levaillant’s Cisticola,  Cisticola tinniens 

Neddicky,  Cisticola fulvicapilla Zitting Cisticola,  Cisticola juncidis Black-chested Prinia,  Prinia flavicans 

Rufous-eared Warbler,  Malcorus pectoralis Yellow-bellied Eremomela,  Eremomela icteropygialis Chestnut-vented Tit-Babbler,  Sylvia subcaerulea 

Orange River White-eye,  Zosterops pallidus Wattled Starling,  Creatophora cinerea Cape Starling,  Lamprotornis nitens 

Pale-winged Starling,  Onychognathus nabouroup Groundscraper Thrush,  Turdus litsitsirupa Karoo Thrush,  Turdus smithi 

Cape Robin-chat,  Cossypha caffra Kalahari Scrub Robin,  Erythropygia paena Karoo Scrub Robin,  Erythropygia coryphoeus 

Capped Wheatear,  Oenanthe pileata Mountain Wheatear,  Oenanthe monticola Familiar Chat,  Oenanthe familiaris 

Ant-eating Chat,  Myrmecocichla formicivora Mocking Cliff Chat,  Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris Short-toed Rock Thrush,  Monticola brevipes 

Chat Flycatcher,  Melaeornis infuscatus Marico Flycatcher,  Melaeornis mariquensis Fiscal Flycatcher,  Melaeornis silens 

White-bellied Sunbird,  Cinnyris talatala Dusky Sunbird,  Cinnyris fuscus White-browed Sparrow-weaver,  Plocepasser mahali 

Sociable Weaver,  Philetairus socius House Sparrow,  Passer domesticus Cape Sparrow,  Passer melanurus 

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow,  Passer diffusus Scaly-feathered Weaver,  Sporopipes squamifrons Southern Masked Weaver,  Ploceus velatus 

Red-billed Quelea,  Quelea quelea Southern Red Bishop,  Euplectes orix Yellow Bishop,  Euplectes capensis 

Long-tailed Widowbird,  Euplectes progne Green-winged Pytilia,  Pytilia melba Red-headed Finch,  Amadina erythrocephala 

Common Waxbill,  Estrilda astrild Black-faced Waxbill,  Estrilda erythronotos Long-tailed Paradise Whydah,  Vidua paradisaea 

Cape Wagtail,  Motacilla capensis Cape Longclaw,  Macronyx capensis Plain-backed Pipit,  Anthus leucophrys 

Black-throated Canary,  Crithagra atrogularis Yellow Canary,  Crithagra flaviventris White-throated Canary,  Crithagra albogularis 

Lark-like Bunting,  Emberiza impetuani Cape Bunting,  Emberiza capensis  

Reptiles 

Common name,  Scientific name Leopard Tortoise,  Stigmochelys pardalis Bibron’s Gecko,  Chondrodactylus bibronii 

Turner’s Gecko,  Chondrodactylus turneri Bradfield’s Dwarf Gecko,  Lygodactylus bradfieldi Cape Gecko,  Pachydactylus capensis 

Common Barking Gecko,  Ptenopus garrulus garrulus Spotted Sand Lizard,  Pedioplanis lineoocellata lineoocellata Southern Karusa Lizard,  Karusasaurus polyzonus 
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Augrabies Flat Lizard,  Platysaurus broadleyi Karasburg Tree Skink,  Trachylepis sparsa Western Rock Skink,  Trachylepis sulcata sulcata 

Variegated Skink,  Trachylepis variegate Southern Rock Monitor,  Varanus albgularis albigularis Nile Monitor,  Varanus niloticus 

Western Ground Agama,  Agama aculeata aculeata Anchieta’s Agama,  Agama anchietae Southern Rock Agama,  Agama atra 
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