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Tour participants: Andrew & Abel (driver/guides) together with a group of 11 Naturetrek clients 

 

The core of this report has kindly been compiled by Elaine Harding, assisted by Ric Harding and Ruth Ibbotson, 

all clients on the tour  

Day 1 Tuesday 20th December 

The tour started with overnight flights from the UK to Zambia 

Day 2 Wednesday 21st December 

The group arrived in Lusaka via Dubai or Johannesburg and caught a short internal flight to Mfuwe where we 

were met by Andrew and Abel, our guides and drivers throughout our stay. Although it was dusk with light 

drizzle, the 45 minute journey to Kafunta River Lodge allowed some fascinating glimpses of local village life and 

the animals within the Game Management Zone, including Hippos and Puku. There had been heavy rain for the 

previous two days which had affected the dirt roads and caused some localised flooding. On arrival at the lodge 

we were welcomed by the general manager, Lisa, who outlined the programme for the next few days. There was 

then time for us to settle into our rooms before the drums invited us to an excellent dinner. The floodplain in 

front of the lodge offered floodlit views of grazing Hippos and Impala and made us all impatient to see the 

surroundings in daylight. 

Day 3 Thursday 22nd December 

The rain had cleared overnight and the 5am wakeup call revealed a warm, sunny and cloudless day. Over 

breakfast, we took the opportunity to scan the floodplain where there were Cattle Egret, an African Fish Eagle, 

Jacana, Spoonbill and various storks and baboons. We investigated a large Monitor Lizard which had taken up 

residence in the hot tub before we were divided into two groups and set off on our first morning safari. Our 

guides were expert spotters and keen to point out the various birds and mammals along the way, so much so that 

the five kilometre drive to the gates of the national park took nearly 90 minutes!  Highlights included Vervet 

Monkey, Bushbuck, Waterbuck, Puku, Elephant and a group of Thornicroft’s Giraffe browsing in the mopane 

woodland with their attendant oxpeckers, baboons and Impala. Many birds were seen, including Hadada Ibis, 

Abdim’s Stork, Red-billed Hornbill, White-browed Sparrow-Weaver, Double-banded Sandgrouse, Red-billed 

Firefinch and a variety of storks. The recent rains had invigorated the vegetation and we were all amazed by the 

verdant green plains, the proliferation of leafy trees and the newly formed ponds which were being enjoyed by 

Hippos and waterfowl. Several Tree Frogs had formed white foam bubbles on branches overhanging the pools 

to protect their eggs prior to hatching. 

 

Once in the actual park we crossed the Luangwa river, pausing to watch the Hippos and two Crocodiles on the 

sandy bank, some empty egg cases indicating the location of a crocodile nest. There were many sightings of 

mammals, birds and reptiles throughout the drive, the most impressive being a leopard kill stashed up a tree with 

a hopeful crocodile lurking in the bushes below. The wide variety of birds included egrets, Meves’s Starling, 

Coqui Francolin, Egyptian Geese, Bateleur, Woolly-necked Stork, Hamerkop, Red-backed Shrike and many 

others, to the delight of the serious birders in the group. A break for tea or coffee provided an opportunity to 
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watch Zebras and an army of black ants carrying termites. By now it was getting very hot and humid, and we 

were glad to return to the lodge for lunch and a siesta. 

 

Everyone had elected to do the optional late afternoon drive, so fortified by iced tea and chocolate cake, we set 

off again at 4pm. There were frequent sightings of mammals such as Elephant, Hippopotamus, Warthog, Impala, 

Puku, Zebra, Banded and Slender Mongooses, baboons and monkeys, and these sightings were to be repeated 

throughout the holiday. Birds included Arrow-headed Babblers babbling in a bush, Lilac-breasted Roller, 

Woodland and Brown-headed Kingfishers, Fork-tailed Drongo, Common Bulbul, two different oxpeckers, 

African Openbill, Hamerkop and White-faced Whistling Duck, to name but a few. 

  

A welcome stop for sundowners allowed a stunning view over the Luangwa river, home to several pods of noisy 

Hippos, and a wonderful, colourful sunset beyond the tree line. Then it was time to switch on the spotlight and 

set off in search of animals active at night time. We found several Elephants before heading back to the tree with 

the cached Impala, where we were delighted to find a Leopard up the tree enjoying dinner. Civet and Genet were 

also seen as we returned to the lodge, along with a wide variety of bugs, fireflies and moths attracted by the 

spotlight and undeterred by the light drizzle. One group saw a Grysbok quite near the lodge (considered to be 

rare) and a Marsh Mongoose. 

 

Dinner was taken on the lower deck overlooking the floodplain accompanied by spectacular sheet lightning, 

frequent rumblings of thunder and the sounds of grazing Hippos. Unfortunately the candles attracted an 

invasion of little black beetles which left a sharp burning sensation on the skin when brushed off. Many of them 

took the opportunity to join us in our rooms later and had to be pursued with bug spray. 

 

Day 4 Friday 23rd December 

As was becoming the normal pattern, after breakfast we set off towards the national park on a hot, sunny day, 

stopping en route to watch a variety of birds including Painted-snipe, Carmine Bee-eater, White-crowned 

Lapwing, Wire-tailed Swallow, Spur-winged Goose, African Pied Wagtail, Helmeted Guineafowl, Red-billed 

Quelea, Crowned Crane and an Emerald-spotted Wood Dove. More unusually, we saw two black snakes on the 

road which had been squashed by a car in the act of mating, whose bodies were now being devoured by red ants. 

Tea break was taken near an enormous baobab tree with the opportunity to watch Zebra and a pair of Crowned 

Cranes before beginning the drive back to the lodge, spotting Elephants enjoying a mud bath, Zebra, Kudu and 

Grey Headed (or chestnut-breasted) Kingfisher White-fronted Bee-eater Malachite Kingfisher 
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Waterbuck, as well as Western Banded Snake Eagle, Bateleur, Wahlberg’s Eagle, Yellow-billed Kite and the 

hilarious but well named Knob-billed Duck. 

 

Lunch was taken on the balcony of the tree house which offered a refreshing cool breeze in the heat and 

humidity of the day. Then, after a much needed siesta, we set off again. A beautiful Malachite Kingfisher perched 

obligingly near the road, and there were sightings of Sacred Ibis and Grey Heron. We also saw a range of 

mammals including Elephants grazing on winterthorn trees, several Warthogs and a single Wildebeest who had 

joined up with a herd of Zebra. This time we headed to a different area of the park where the lagoon had dried 

and the imprints of elephants and hippos had left the ground uneven. Sadly, we came across an injured Zebra 

whose leg had been seriously mauled in an unsuccessful lion attack. Although it was still able to get around, the 

wound looked swollen, red and sore and the poor animal would be easy prey in the future. 

 

After sundowners, we returned to the lodge using the spotlight to see Civet, Genet and Mongoose. Fortunately, 

dinner was beetle free, possibly because of the change in the weather or the decision to manage without candles 

– mobile phones make good flashlights! 

Day 5 Saturday 24th December 

The early morning starts were getting easier, fuelled by the thought of what we are likely to see on the drives. 

There were noticeably more vehicles around today, possibly due to it being the weekend and the start of the 

Christmas holiday. We enjoyed plenty of excellent bird sightings and the usual mammals including Elephant, 

Giraffe and Impala. One group had an unexpected sighting of a Leopard following some rumpus with a charging 

Elephant. The highlight of the morning came as both vehicles were heading for our break. The drivers had heard 

alarm calls from Baboons, so we left the main track and set off to look and found a Hyena which we thought 

had caused the alarm. However, suddenly there was a tremendous noise from a thicket and a large male Leopard 

charged straight past us, pursed by a large troop of very angry Baboons. The Spotted Hyena was unimpressed – 

we found her lying in the shade. In comparison, the journey back was fairly uneventful, though we did see an 

enormous Crocodile on the banks of the lagoon next to Mfuwe Lodge, Monitor Lizards, plenty of birds 

including Wahlberg’s Eagle, Green Wood Hoopoe, Broad-billed Roller, Water Thick-knee and some Black-

headed Herons, as well as a Giraffe eating the fruit off a sausage tree – down in one! One group saw an African 

Hoopoe, Golden-tailed Woodpecker, Rattling Cisticola and Red-billed Firefinch.  

 

By the time we returned to the lodge for lunch, Lisa and her team had decorated the main area with colourful 

Christmas decorations, making it festive but not excessive. During the midday break, birds seen in the gardens at 

the lodge included Collared Palm Thrush, Blue Waxbill and African Barred Owlet.  

 

The whole group decided to opt out of attending the evening’s open air carol singing by the villagers of Mfuwe, 

choosing instead to return to the park, buoyed up by the excitement of the morning. The first thing spotted was 

a male dung beetle struggling to move a ball of elephant dung along the roadside while his partner hitched a ride 

on top. Once into the park, we turned off the main road and went meandering, eventually spotting an adult 

female Leopard drinking from a puddle on the track. The drivers carefully manoeuvred the vehicles and we were 

able to track her into the undergrowth and watch her return to an earlier kill; an Impala. Eventually we left the 

Leopard to her meal and moved on to the airstrip where we found two Lionesses next to a Zebra which they’d 

killed and hidden in some bushes. One of the Lionesses was collared and was reportedly 12 years old.  
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A very happy group celebrated the afternoon’s great sightings with sundowners by the river, serenaded by the 

Hippos, and not in the least disappointed that we’d missed the carol singing. The safari ended with yet another 

Leopard sighted in the spotlight, Warthog, Buffalo, Hippo and Mongoose. One group saw Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl 

swallowing a whole snake on the return to the Lodge. The carol singing had obviously been popular as we passed 

many vehicles heading back to Mfuwe, loaded up with plastic chairs and singers wearing Santa Claus hats, keen 

to continue the celebrations. 

 

We dined under a clear sky with an amazing array of stars and a fantastic lightning storm in the distance; we have 

been very lucky not to get wet so far. 

Day 6 Sunday 25th December 

Throughout the night a male lion could be heard calling nearby and he actually crossed the plain in front of the 

lodge as dawn was breaking – a wake-up call with a difference! It was another bright, sunny and cloudless day 

which promised to develop into heat and humidity. We had a pleasant journey towards the park, stopping to 

inspect various flowers and animal tracks. Local fisherman were trying their luck on the Luangwa river, casting 

their nets from dugout canoes under the vigilant eyes of the Hippos. A side road took us into a clearing where 

the trees were full of Baboons feasting on the mangoes and throwing down their rejects onto the Elephants 

below, who took advantage of the unexpected fruit. There were plenty of good sightings of the usual mammals 

and birds, including Bushbuck, two male Buffalo, Warthog, several Mongoose, Malachite Kingfisher, Grey 

Heron, Bateleur, Meyer’s Parrot, Masked Weaver and a Pied Kingfisher fishing. 

 

We’d left slightly earlier this morning, having decided to go to a different area in search of Wild Dogs; the signs 

were there but unfortunately we saw no big predators. However, on the return journey we stopped on the bridge 

over the Luangwa river, intrigued by the actions of two Crocodiles which seemed to be rooting around in the 

sand, with the remains of egg shells scattered around. Close observation paid off as it became obvious that they 

were digging up the unhatched eggs and seemed to be eating the hatchlings – cannibalistic crocodiles! Although 

crocodiles often carry their new born offspring in their mouths to the river for a safe release, the sight of a series 

of whole baby crocodiles disappearing head first down a gaping throat was evidence to the contrary. According 

to the guides and Rob, the operations manager at Kafunta, this is very unusual behaviour and is rarely seen. 

 

On our return to the lodge we were greeted by Lisa and her team wearing colourful festive African shirts and 

Santa hats complete with bells, and an invitation to a pre-lunch treat of champagne and delicious handmade 

appetisers. Lunch was amazing: the logistics of organising and producing a Christmas buffet lunch complete with 

roast turkey and miniature Christmas puddings for 16 guests and some members of staff, in the middle of 

nowhere, are mind boggling. Crackers with awful jokes and plentiful wine created a lovely atmosphere and hit 

just the right note. We were particularly surprised and touched to receive individual presents from Lisa; a mixture 

of key rings carved from Zambian vegetable ivory and bottle stoppers decorated with African animals. Definitely 

a Christmas to remember! 

 

After a short siesta to recover, punctuated by a short but impressive electrical storm, we sampled the Christmas 

cake and then set off on the afternoon safari, conscious of rising winds and an ominous dark sky. This time we 

headed for the area behind Mushroom Lodge which had obviously borne the brunt of last night’s storm, with 

thick mud making progress difficult. Andrew and Abel are to be commended for their persistence and skills in 
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getting us through it, even though Andrew fell over into the mud at one point, much to the amusement of his 

passengers.  

 

Eventually we joined a few other vehicles to watch two snoozing male Lions: nine year old brothers called 

Ginger and Garlic. Ginger was much lighter due to some pigment deficiency and seemed to have a receding 

hairline. Neither Lion seemed phased by the group of camera-clicking admirers. As the light was fading, we 

moved on, heading for the regular rendezvous for sundowners where an unidentified nightjar was glimpsed, only 

to come across a clearing where four Lionesses were relaxing at the base of a tree while two mischievous cubs, 

probably about four months old, were playing with a tree branch and practising their fighting skills. One cub 

decided he wanted to climb the tree and promptly got stuck, forcing his mother to get up and help him down. 

Despite the failing light, it was a great sighting and a fantastic climax to a memorable day. One group saw a 

Striated Heron stalking in some reeds. 

 

On the return journey we spotted Civets, Genets and a Hyena with something in its mouth; one vehicle also saw 

a further two Hyenas crossing the road. Over dinner it was noticeably cooler with the sheet lightning increasing 

and the storm moving steadily nearer. There was the sound of a Lion calling nearby mingled with the grunting of 

Hippos as a few of us sat and reviewed the day’s events, helped by a bottle of malt whiskey generously provided 

by David and Qiling. The heavy rain started later that night but we were all too tired and happy to care. 

Elephants were seen in the lodge grounds during the night. 

Day 7 Monday 26th December 

The lion calling had continued throughout the night and several members of the group reported hearing a hippo 

wandering around the lodge grounds, grazing on the well-kept lawns. Although quite overcast first thing, the sun 

soon appeared as we headed back to the airstrip to check on yesterday’s lion kill. A wide selection of mammals 

and birds was seen, including Woodland Kingfisher, White-fronted Bee-eater, Greater Blue-eared Starling, 

White-crowned Lapwing, Hamerkop and an enormous bee nest. Zebras were rolling in the mud and play-

fighting while Elephants were taking their morning stroll. 

 

It was easy to identify the site of the lion kill by the number of vehicles jostling for position and the putrid stench 

of the remains of the Zebra carcass. Ginger, the male Lion seen on the previous afternoon, was lurking in the 

bushes nearby with a female Lion, looking well fed and pleased with himself. To the delight of the birders, the 

roll call of sightings continued as we returned to the lodge after our break, with Lilac-breasted Roller, Blacksmith 

Lapwing, White-backed Vulture, Tawny Eagle and Broad-billed Roller, together with Banded Mongoose, Vervet 

Monkey and Buffalo. 

 

After lunch and the usual siesta, we headed out again for the afternoon safari as the rain cleared, stopping on the 

way to greet Abel’s children who were travelling to a nearby lodge. Possibly the largest herd of Elephants any of 

us had ever seen crossed the road. It was encouraging to see the anti-poaching patrol with their sniffer dogs as 

evidence that something is being done to monitor the situation and protect the local wildlife. Malachite 

Kingfisher, White-browed Coucal, Jacobin and Diederik Cuckoos, Greater Honeyguide, Barrett’s and Green-

backed Woodpeckers, African Paradise Flycatcher, Lilac-breasted Roller and Firefinch were seen, along with a 

variety of mammals. The earlier rain had turned many of the dirt roads into an assault course and the darkening 

sky and sounds of distant thunder precluded a good sunset. The spotlight picked up the den of a group of 
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Banded Mongoose and an Elephant Shrew scurrying across the road, as well as some Bushbabies and a couple of 

Scrub Hares. The heavens opened as we returned to the lodge and dinner was highlighted by a spectacular 

thunderstorm which continued throughout the night. 

 

Day 8 Tuesday 27th December 

After breakfast, we set off to the park and soon spotted a Leopard Tortoise crossing the track; one of the ‘small 

five’. Cattle Egrets were following the Elephants, taking advantage of the bugs disturbed by their large feet. 

Waterbuck, Zebra, a group of six Giraffes and playful Impala were also seen, along with a blue balled Vervet 

Monkey whose colourful equipment was remarkable. Both vehicles had an excellent view of a large male 

Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl, with his mate and offspring on a nearby tree. This was followed by a Malachite 

Kingfisher, White-backed Vulture and two Lilac-breasted Rollers, the parent feeding bugs to the youngster. A 

Saddle-billed Stork was seen today, as was another Bateleur. 

 

Eventually we came across a pack of Wild Dogs resting in the shade; their full stomachs suggested a recent 

successful hunt, and circling vultures a short distance off indicated the location of the kill. No cats were seen on 

the morning drive, although there was an unexpected sighting of a Marabou Stork in flight, and sightings of 

White Stork, Namaqua Dove, Fork-tailed Drongo and Green Wood Hoopoe. 

 

As was often the case, the storm and the heavy rains hit after lunch, but had cleared by the time we left for our 

final safari. Both groups spent some time watching the antics of Baboons by the gate to the national park where 

the local fishermen were selling their catch to the gate staff. The usual mammals and birds were spotted, 

including three Ayres’s Hawk-Eagles perched on a dead tree. Then word came through of a leopard sighting 

which sent us racing toward a large open area where we had previously stopped for a break. To our delight and 

amazement, a large male Leopard was reclining on a fallen tree trunk adjacent to the road, oblivious to the 

people watching and almost posing for photographs. Eventually he got up, stretched and wandered off into the 

open area behind. Negotiating the mud, we followed to find him lying very flat due to lack of cover, watching 

two male Puku who were unaware of his presence. As they began to play fight, the Leopard slowly crept forward 

and we held our breath, hoping to see a successful kill. Finally, with the aid of a Baboon’s alarm call, the Puku 

noticed the nearby cat and started pronging furiously. The Leopard gave up and seemed to shrug as he stood up 

and revealed himself, before slinking off into the undergrowth. 

 

Crocodile apparently eating hatchlings Leopard on Tree 
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After a celebratory sundowner and the final group photographs, we started back in the fading light only to 

encounter the pack of Wild Dogs seen earlier in the day, but this time scavenging the remains of a kill, probably 

an unlucky Impala. It was a salutary lesson in pack behaviour and the power of these amazing creatures.  

 

All was going well as we left the national park and turned off the main road towards the lodge, the spotlight 

picking out two Genets and a Giant African Land Snail. Suddenly the vehicle driven by Abel stopped: a 

torchlight investigation showed that all six wheel nuts had been lost from one wheel which could easily have 

come off on the next bump. Fortunately, after a bit of judicious ‘borrowing’ from the other vehicle and an 

additional Kafunta jeep, we were able to make it back in one piece. Full marks to Abel for realising that 

something was wrong. 

 

Our final dinner at Kafunta was a fitting end to this marvellous trip, with people still excited by what they’d seen 

and reluctant to leave. The hard work of Lisa and her team, their helpfulness, organisation and attention to detail, 

all seemingly effortless, cannot be overstated and we all appreciated their hard work behind the scenes. Particular 

praise is due to Andrew and Abel whose good humour, patience, rallying skills and amazing knowledge ensured 

that we had an experience to remember. 

Day 9 Wednesday 28th December 

After the rare luxury of a lie-in - these things are relative - at Lisa’s insistence, we managed a full English 

breakfast before nine of us left for the short drive to Mfuwe Airport for a flight to Lusaka; the other two having 

elected to stay on for another three days. Having said goodbye to Ruth at Lusaka, the rest of us were taken to 

Pioneer Lodge Camp so that those returning to London via Dubai could relax before their evening flight.  

Day 10 Thursday 29th December 

Our overnight flights landed back in the UK and this brought to an end a wonderful trip to Zambia which none 

of us will forget. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      December 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 

1 White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata  ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

2 Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos    ✓         

4 Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

6 Coqui Francolin Peliperdix coqui ✓           

7 Red-necked Spurfowl Pternistis afer     ✓   ✓   

8 Swainson's Spurfowl Pternistis swainsonii   ✓   ✓ ✓   

9 Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

10 African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 Abdim's Stork Ciconia abdimii  ✓           

12 Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus ✓           

13 White Stork Ciconia ciconia ✓       ✓   

14 Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis      ✓     ✓ 

15 Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer            ✓ 

16 African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus    ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

17 Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

18 African Spoonbill Platalea alba  ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

19 Striated Heron Butorides striata       ✓     

20 Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis  ✓     ✓     

21 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

22 Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala      ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

23 Great Egret Ardea alba ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

24 Hamerkop Scopus umbretta ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

25 White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus          ✓ ✓ 

26 White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis  ✓           

27 Western Banded Snake Eagle Circaetus cinerascens    ✓ ✓       

28 Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus  ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ 

29 Wahlberg's Eagle Hieraaetus wahlbergi    ✓ ✓       

30 Ayres's Hawk-Eagle Hieraaetus ayresii            ✓ 

31 Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax         ✓   

32 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

33 African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 Grey Crowned Crane Balearica regulorum   ✓ ✓ ✓     

35 Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus   ✓ ✓   ✓   

36 Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus    ✓     ✓   

37 White-crowned Lapwing Vanellus albiceps  ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

38 White-fronted Plover Charadrius marginatus       ✓     

39 Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis    ✓   ✓     

40 African Jacana Actophilornis africanus  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

41 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  ✓       ✓ ✓ 

42 Double-banded Sandgrouse Pterocles bicinctus ✓           

43 Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

44 Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos  ✓ ✓       ✓ 

45 Namaqua Dove Oena capensis           ✓ 

46 Grey Go-away-bird Corythaixoides concolor           ✓ 

47 White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus   ✓     ✓   
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 

48 Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus       ✓ ✓   

49 Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius        ✓     

50 Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus      ✓     ✓ 

51 African Barred Owlet Glaucidium capense     ✓       

52 Square-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus fossii       ✓     

53 Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus   ✓         

54 Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

55 Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus     ✓ ✓ ✓   

56 Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala         ✓ ✓ 

57 Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris ✓ ✓ ✓       

58 Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis ✓       ✓   

59 Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus   ✓     ✓ ✓ 

60 Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis       ✓ ✓   

61 Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus     ✓ ✓ ✓   

62 White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

63 Southern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicoides  ✓ ✓         

64 African Hoopoe Upupa africana      ✓       

65 Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus     ✓       

66 Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

67 Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

68 African Grey Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

69 Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator          ✓   

70 Bennett's Woodpecker Campethera bennettii     ✓   ✓   

71 Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni     ✓       

72 Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens         ✓   

73 Meyer's Parrot Poicephalus meyeri       ✓     

74 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio ✓           

75 Square-tailed Drongo Dicrurus ludwigii ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ 

76 Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis         ✓   

77 Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus ✓   ✓ ✓     

78 Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii   ✓         

79 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

80 Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica ✓         ✓ 

81 Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana     ✓       

82 Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava ✓           

83 Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii ✓           

84 Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus         ✓   

85 Meves's Starling Lamprotornis mevesii ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

87 Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorynchus  ✓   ✓     ✓ 

88 Collared Palm Thrush Cichladusa arquata        ✓     

89 White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

90 Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius   ✓     ✓   

91 Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea   ✓         

92 Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

93 Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

94 African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp ✓ ✓ ✓       

Mammals               

1 African Elephant Loxodonta africana  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Vervet Chlorocebus pygerythrus  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 

3 Yellow Baboon Papio cynocephalus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis    ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

5 Lion Panthera leo     ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Leopard Panthera pardus ✓   ✓     ✓ 

7 Bushy-tailed Mongoose Bdeogale crassicauda    ✓     ✓   

8 Slender Mongoose Herpestes sanguineus    ✓     ✓   

9 White-tailed Mongoose Ichneumia albicauda          ✓   

10 Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo      ✓ ✓ ✓   

11 Spotted Hyaena Crocuta crocuta      ✓ ✓     

12 African Civet Civettictis civetta  ✓     ✓     

13 African Wild Dog Lycaon pictus            ✓ 

14 Plains Zebra Equus quagga           ✓ 

15 Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

16 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

17 Impala Aepyceros melampus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

18 Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

19 Puku Kobus vardonii  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

20 Sharpe's Grysbok Raphicerus sharpei  ✓           

21 African Buffalo Syncerus caffer caffer       ✓ ✓   

22 Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

23 Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros    ✓         

24 Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

25 Burchell's Zebra Equus burchelli ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

26 Tree Squirrel Paraxerus sp. ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

27 Large Spotted Genet Genetta tigrina ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

28 Marsh Mongoose Atilax paludinosus ✓           

29 Bushbaby Euoticus sp.         ✓   

30 Elephant Shrew Macroscelidea sp.         ✓   

31 Cookson's Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus cooksoni   ✓         

Other Taxa               

1 Crocodile Crocodylidae sp. ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Giant African Land Snail Lissachatina fulica           ✓ 

3 Leopard Tortoise Stigmochelys pardalis           ✓ 

4 Dung Beetle Scarabaeinae sp.     ✓ ✓     

5 Tree Frog sp     ✓         

6 Monitor Lizard Varanus indicus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Hippo at sunset on the Luangwa river 


